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NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 


National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada. 


LIFE  PATRONS 

THE  EARL   OF    ABERDEEN Aberdeen. 

MRS.    DRUMMOND Montreal. 

*HON.  SENATOR    SANFORD Hamilton. 

HON.  SENATOR    DRUMMOND Montreal. 

LORD  STRATHCONA  AND  MOUNT    ROYAL.  .. 

SIR  WILLIAM  VAN    HORNE " 

MRS.  JOHN    McDOUGALL 

SIR  WILLIAM  C.    MACDONALD '* 

O        HON.  SENATOR  COX Toronto. 

HON.  SENATOR  McKEEN Halifax. 

•Died  July,  1898. 

ANNUAL  PATRONS 

Mrs.    Frank  Gibbs Port  Arthur. 

Mrs.  Coad Toronto. 

^\T.  D.  McLaren  Ottawa. 

Mrs.  Tilley,  (The  King's  Daughters)  London. 

Sir  Henri  Joly  de  Lotbiniere Victoria. 

3       Miss   Ross Toronto. 
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LIFE    MEMBERS. 

1898.  The  Countess  of  Aberdeen Aberdeen. 

"      Mrs.  Frank  Gibbs Port  Arthur. 

"      Mrs.  Coad Toronto. 

"      Mrs.  Tilley London. 

"      The  Lady  Marjorie  Gordon Aberdeen. 

1899.  Mrs.  Willoughby  Cunimings  ..Toronto. 

"      Mrs.   Fraser  Kingston. 

"       Mrs.    Ewing Hamilton. 

"      Lady  Ritchie Ottawa. 

"      Mrs.  Edward  Griffin  

"  Mrs.    English London. 

"  Mrs.  Boomer 

1900.  Lady  Taylor  Toronto. 

"  Mrs.  G.  Bryce Winnipeg. 

"  Miss  F.   E.    Murray St.  John. 

Mrs.   Thomson.... 

"      Mrs.  Grant  Macdonald Toronto. 

•'      Mrs.  George  Dickson 

"      Miss  Machar  Kingston. 

"      Lady   Daly Halifax. 

"      Mrs.  C.Archibald 

Lady  Thompson  Toronto. 

"      Miss  Carty    

"      Mrs.  Gibson Hamilton. 

"      Mrs.   Lyle .^ 

"      Mrs.  A.  T.  Wood 

"      Mrs.    Robson Victoria. 

"      Mrs.  Baker 

"      Mrs.  Beecher Vancouver. 

"      Madame  Martin 

Mrs.  Smellie West  Algoma. 

"      Mrs.  Saunby 

"      Mrs.   Coxworthy   Yarker London. 

"      Mrs.   Gahan 

"    *Mrs.  Tilton Ottawa. 

"      Mrs.    Larmonth 

"Owing  to  an  oversight,  the  names  of  the  Ottawa  Life  Members  were  not  sent  in  in  time  to 
be  approved  by  the  Executive.  They  are  printed  in  the  list  for  1900  by  special  permission  of  the 
President. 


Xll  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 


Executive  Committee  for  1900-1901. 

Hon.  President. 

Her  Excellency  the  Countess  of  Minto,  Government  House,  Ottawa. 

President. 
Lady  Taylor,  49  Madison  Avenue,  Toronto. 

Advisory  President. 

The  Countess  of  Aberdeen. 

Hon.  Vice-Presidents. 

The  Wives  of  Lieutenant-Governors  of  Provinces. 

Elected  Vice-Presidents. 

Lady  Laurier.  Lady  Thompson. 

Provincial  Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  R.  L.   Borden Pinehurst,   Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

Lady  Tilley Carleton  House,  St.  John,  New  Brunsv/ick 

Lady  Davies Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island 

Mme.  Thibaudeau 837  Palace  Street,  Montreal.  Quebec 

Mrs.  Boomer 538  Dundas  Street,  London.  Ontario 

Mrs.  McEwen TuUiechewen,  Brandon,  Manitoba 

Mrs.   N.   Flood  Davin Regina.  Assiniboia 

Mrs.  Lougheed Calgary,  Alberta 

Miss  Perrin Bishopsclose,  Victoria,  British  Columbia 

Ex. -Officio  Vice-Presidents. 

(a.)    PRESIDENTS  OF   LOCAL  COUNCILS. 

.Wrs.  Willoughby  Cummings  ('Acting  President) 44  Dewson  St.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Gibson 311  Bay  Street,  S.,  Hamilton,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Cox,  Convener  Organizing  Committee,  241  University  St,,  Alontreal,  Que. 

Mrs.  Edward  Griffin The  Russell,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Mrs.   Boomer 538  Dundas  Street,  London,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Bryce 189  Colony  Street,  Winnipeg,  Man. 

Mme.  Routhier 83   St.  Louis  Street,  Quebec,  Que. 

Mrs.  Fraser King  Street,  Kingston,  Ont. 

Mrs.  R.  Thomson Sydney  Street,  St.  John,  N.  B. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Borden  Pinehurst,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Mrs.  Frank  Gibbs Port  Arthur,  West  Algoma.  Ont. 

Miss  Perrin Bishopsclose,  Victoria,  B.  C. 
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{Ex-officio  Vice-Presidents — Continued) . 

Mrs.  McLagan 1159  Georgia  Street,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Mrs.    Beneke _ Regina,  N.  W.  T. 

!Ats.  Fraser  Cameron Vernon,  B.  C. 

Mrs.  D.  McEwen Tulliechewen,  Brandon,  Man. 

Mrs.  Robinson Rat  Portage,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Anderson Prince  of  Wales'  College,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

Mrs.  Robertson Nelson,  B.  C. 

Mrs.  A.  J.   Hill New  Westminster,  B.  C. 

Miss  C.  E.  Carmichael New  Glasgow,  E.  Pictou  County,  N.  S. 

{b).    REPRESENTATIVES    OF    NATIONALLY    ORGANIZED    SOCIETIES    IN 

FEDERATION. 

Mrs.  Dignam 284  St.  George  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Wood 100  Pembroke  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Dr.  Amelia  Stowe  Gullen 461  Spadina  Avenue,  Toj-onto,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Tilley Memorial  Lodge,  London,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Scarth 410  Queen  Street,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Miss  Madeod 578  Somerset  Street,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Anson  McKim 37  McGregor  Street,  Montreal,  Que. 

Treasurer : 

Mrs.  Hoodless,  Eastcourt,  Hamilton,  Ont. 

Recording  Secretary : 

Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings,  44  Dewson  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Corresponding  Secretary : 

Miss  Teresa  F.  Wilson,  71  Brunswick  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ont.  '^ 

Ex-Offleio  Members  of  Executive  Committee  : 

(!n  virtue  of  being  Conveners  of  Standing  Committees.) 

Mrs.  O.  C.  Edwards 15  Bayle  Street,  Montreal,  Que. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Gardiner Queen  Hotel,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

Mrs.  Cox 241  University  Street,  Montreal,  Que. 

Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon 221  Simcoe  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Miss  FitzGibbon 94  Willcocks  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Mrs.  Coxworthy  Yarker Elmhurst,  London,  Ont. 

Central  Office 

TEMPORARILY   REMOVED  TO 

71  Brunswick  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ont. 
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ROLL  OF  LOCAL  COUNCILS, 

With  their  Federated  Societies, 
AND  OF 

Nationally  Organized  Societies  in  Federation. 


TORONTO  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED    NOVEMBER  3RD,   1893. 


OFFICERS. 

President  (acting) Mrs.  Wiiloughby  Cummings,  44  Dewson  Street 

Hon.  President Mrs.  Grant  Macdonald,  28  St.  Joseph  Street 

Past  President Mrs.  George  Dickson,  Bloor  Street,  West 

Elected  Vice-President Mrs.  Wiiloughby  Cummings,  44  Dewson  Street 

"  '•  Lady  Thompson,  Sherbourne  Street 

"  "  Mrs.  Torrington,  12  Pembroke  Street 

'•  "  Dr.  A.  Stowe  GuUen,  461  Spadina  Avenue 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Cox,  81  Homewood  Avenue 

Treasurer Mrs.  Coad,  1155  King  Street.  West 

Cor.  Secretary Miss  Cayiey,  St.  George's  Rectory 

LIFE  PATRONS:— Mrs.  Morrow,  Mrs.  Coad. 

ANNUAL  PATRONS:— Mrs.  George  Kerr,  Mrs.  Scales,  Miss  Carty. 

LIFE  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Wiiloughby  Cummings,  Mrs.  Coad,  Miss  Carty, 
Mrs.  Treble,  Mrs.  Scales,  Mrs.  Defries. 

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS: — Mrs.  Herbert  Mason,  Miss  Rowand,  Miss  Graham, 
Miss  Saulter,  Lady  Taylor,  .'Wrs.  Treble,  Mrs.  Bell,  Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon,  A\rs. 
Grant,  Miss  Rogers,  Miss  Ross. 

FEDERATED   SOCIETIES. 
PHILANTHROPIC 

Humane  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  S.  G.  Wood,  100  Pembroke  Street. 
Moses  Montetiore  Benevolent  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Losier,  237  Sherbourne  Street. 
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Industrial  Room  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Barnett,  Balmy  Beach. 
Orphan's  Home, 

President,  Mrs.  Elous  Henderson,  Dovercourt  Road. 
Victorian  Order  of  Nurses, 

President,  Mrs.  Herbert  Mason,  Sherbourne  Street. 
The  Haven, 

President,  Mrs.  Jarvis,  Jarvis  Street. 

LITERATURE    AND    ART 

Woman's  Art  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Dignam,  284  St.  George  Street. 
Catholic  Young  Ladies'   Literary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Kavanagh,  Tyndall  Ave. 
Rosedale  League  of  School  Art, 

President,  Mrs.  Thom,  2  South  Drive. 


RELIGIOUS — 

Ministering  Children's  League, 

President,  Mrs.  Francis,  Grosvenor  Street. 
King's  Daughters  and  Sons, 

President,  Dr.  Bertha  Dymond,  199  College  Street. 
W.  C.  T.  U.  District  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Stevens,  200  Cowan  Ave. 
St.  Agatha's  Guild, 

Representative,  Miss  Biggie,  Simcoe  Street. 
St.  Cyprian's  Mission  Workers, 

President,  Mrs.  Menzies,  866  Palmerston  Avenue. 


EDUCATIONAL 

Woman's  Teachers'  Association  of  Toronto, 

President,  Miss  Harrington,  405  Jarvis  Street. 

The  Alumnse  of  Toronto  University, 

President,  Mrs.  Edgar,  113  Bloor  Street,  West. 

NOT    CLASSIFIED 

Woman's  Canadian  Historical  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Forsyth  Grant,  Binscarth  Road. 

Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Miss  Dixon. 

Woman's  Medical  Association, 

President,  Dr.  Leila  Davis,  College  Street. 


XVI  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

HAMILTON   LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED    NOVE.WBER    17TH,   1S93. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  J.  M.  Gibson.  311  Bay  Street.  South 

Hon.  President Mrs.   W.  Sanford.  "Wesanford" 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.  Lyle,  "The  .Wanse."  136  Bold  Street 

2nd  '•  A\rs.  Levy.  140  James  Street,  South 

3rd  "  Mrs.  Charlton.  "Bright  Side"  280  Bay  Street,  South 

4th  "  Mrs.  A.  T,  Wood,  "  Elmwood,"  James  Street.  South 

5th  "  ....Mrs.  John  Calder,  "  Elmhurst."  1S2  Hughson  Street.  South 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Mary  Wood.  Market  Street 

Treasurer Mrs.  W.  H.  Ballard.  196  George  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Miss  Harris,  183  Catharine  Street,  South 

ANNUAL  PATRONS:— A\rs.  A.  T.   Wood,  Mr.   H.  Levy,  Mr.  W.  H.  Ballard, 
Hon.  J.  A\.  Gibson,  A\r.  B.  E.  Charlton. 

LIFE  .UE.MBERS:— A\rs.  J.  M.  Gibson,  A\rs.  Sanford,  A\rs.   Frank  Malloch, 
Mrs.  A.   T.  Wood. 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Hamilton  Orphan  Asylum, 
Aged  Woman's  Home, 
Ladies'  Benevolent  Society, 

President.  Mrs.  Edward  Martin.  "'  Ballynahinch."  James  Street,  South. 
Infants'  Home  and  Home  of  the  Friendless, 

President,  A\rs.  A.  T.  Wood,  "  Elmwood."  James  Street,  South. 
Boys'   Home, 

President.  A\rs.  Leggac,  "  Braeside,"  23  Duke  Street. 
Girls'   Home, 

President,  Mrs.  Ewing,  148  Bay  Street,  South. 
Children's  Aid  Society, 

Representative,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gibson.  311  Bay  Street,  South. 
Young  Wo.Tien's  Christian  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  John  Hoodless,  "  Eastcourt." 
Central  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Pratt.  6  East  Avenue,  North. 
Hamilton  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bale,  253  Victoria  Avenue,  North. 
Hebrew  Women's  Society, 

President,  A\rs.  H.  Levy,  143  James  Street.  South. 
Hamilton  Teacher's  Association — 3rd  Book  Section, 

President,  Miss  Macdonald,  Wellington  Street,  South. 
2nd  Book  Section,  H.  T.  A. 

President,  Miss  Loosely,  32  King  Street,  West. 
Kindergarten  Section,  H.  T.  A. 

President,  Miss  Givin,  East  Avenue,  South. 
Reading  Club, 

President,  A\rs.  Moodie,  Bay  Street,  South. 
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Aberdeen  Association. 

President,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Logie,  79  Markland  Street. 
Women's  Art  Association, 

President.  Miss  Clara  Galbraith,  Main  Street,  East. 
Women's  WenUvorth  Historical  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  John  Calder,  1S2  Hughson  Street.  South. 
Cup  of  Cold  Water.  Circle  of  King's  Daughters, 

President,  Miss  Caroline  Wilson,  22  Cannon  Street,  West. 
Saltfleet  Women's  Institute, 

President.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Smith,  Winona. 
Trades  and  Labor, 

Representative,  AMss  Schwartz,  Walnut  Street,  South. 
Victorian  Order  of  Nurses. 

Representative.  Mrs.  T.W.  Watkins,  '^Heidalbank,"  Park  Street,  South. 


MONTREAL  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  NOVE.MBER  30TH,    1893. 

OFFICERS. 

Organizing  Committee  representing  President— .^rs.  Cox,  Mrs.  Bovey,  Mrs. 
Learmont,  Madame  Gerin  Lajoie,  Miss  Reid,  A\rs.  H.  C.  Scott 
and  the  Corresponding  Secretan,-. 

First  Past  President Mrs.  Drummond,  874  Sherbrooke  Street 

First  Vice-President Mrs.  Stevenson,  188  Peel  Street 

Vice-Presidents Madame  Thibaudeau,  837  Palace  Street 

<'  Mrs.  Bovey,  31  Ontario  Avenue 

"  "         '...r...-....r.r.. Mrs.  Robert  Reid.  57  Union  Avenue 

"  "  .........'. Mrs.   Francis  McLennan,  50  Ontario  Avenue 

Madame  Dandurand,  914  Sherbrooke  Street 

A\rs.  H.  C.  Scott,  962  Sherbrooke  Street 

Mrs.  J.  B.   Learmont,  30  McGregor  Street 

\ "" Mrs.  John  McDougall,  1074  Dorchester  Street 

Lady  Hingston,  882  Sherbrooke  Street 

"  "         ".".'. Mrs.  Meldoia  De  Sola,  748  Sherbrooke  Street 

Mrs.  John  Cox,  241  University  Street 

Recording  Secretary '. Miss  Reid.  57  Union  Avenue 

Treasurer Mrs.   Leo,  32  St.  Mathew  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Walton,  139  Bayle  Street 

LIFE  PATRON:— Mrs.  John  McDougall. 

ANNUAL  PATRONS:— A\rs.  Drummond.  Mrs.  Reid.  A^rs.  Wurtele,  Mrs.  R. 
B.  Angus.  A\rs.  W.  W.  Ogilvie.  A\adame  Thibaudeau.  Mrs.  Learmont.  A\iss  Reid, 
Mrs.  Scott,  Mrs.  McLennan,  A\rs.  R.  A\acKay,  Mrs.  Barlow,  A\rs.  H.  K. 
Greene,  Mrs.  Macintosh,  Lady  Van  Home,  Mrs.  James  Ross,  Mr.  Ames. 

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBER:— Mrs.  Francis. 
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FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 
PHILANTHROPY 

Women's  National  Immigration  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Cox,  241  University  Street. 
Hervey  Institute, 

President,  Mrs.  Sumner,  865  Dorchester  Street. 
The  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society, 

President.  Mrs.  John  Savage,  1178  Sherbrooke  Street. 
The  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum, 

First  Directress,  Mrs.  Henshaw,  210  Peel  Street. 
St.  Margaret's   Home, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Sutherland  Taylor,  79  Shuter  Street. 
The  Girls'  Friendly  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Lindsay,  33  Milton  Street. 
The  Industrial  Rooms, 

President,  Mrs.  John  McDougall,  1074  Dorchester  Street. 
Cathedral  Women's  Auxiliary, 

President,  Mrs.  Mills,  1119  Dorchester  Street. 
Church  of  the  Messiah  Samaritan  Society, 

President.  Mrs.  Barnes,  14  Lome  Avenue. 
American  Presbyterian  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 

President.  Mrs.  McWilliams,  184  Peel  Street. 
Women's  Guild  of  St.  Andrew's  Church, 

President,  Miss  Perkins,  2496  St.  Catherine  Street. 
St.  Paul's  Church  Dorcas  and  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  Barclay,  852  Dorchester  Street. 
The  Ladies'  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Lichtenheim,  204  Peel  Street. 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Jews, 

President,  Mrs.  De  Sola,  748  Sherbrooke  Street. 
Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Temple  Emmanuel, 

President,  Mrs.  Lichtenheim,  204  Peel  Street. 
The  King's  Daughters  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Peterson,  144  Drummond  Street. 
Soldiers'  Wives'  League, 

President,  Mrs.  Mattice,  38  Park  Avenue. 
St.  Ann's  Immigration  Home, 

Representative,  Miss  Proctor,  149  Berri  Street. 

HYGIENE 

Victorian  Order  of  Nurses, 

President,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Scott,  962  Sherbrooke  Street. 
Notre  Dame  Hospital, 

President,  Mme.  Thibaudeau,  837  Palace  Street. 
The  Maternity  Hospital, 

President,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Miller,  308  Stanley  Street. 
Western  Hospital, 

President,  Mrs.  Pennell,  35  St.  Marks  Street. 
Murray  Bay  Convalescent  Home, 

President,  Miss  Lawder,  2718  St.  Catherine  Street. 
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EDUCATION,    MUSIC    AND    ART 

Alumnae  Society  of  McGill  University, 

President,  Miss  Reid,  57  Union  Avenue. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Stevenson,  68  Mackay  Street. 
The  Women's  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  Robert  Reid,  57  Union  Avenue. 
Decorative  Art  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Torrance,  1761  Notre  Dame  Street. 
Women's  Art  Association, 

President,  Miss  Phillips,  2276  St.  Catherine  Street. 
The  Ladies'  Morning  Musical  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  A.  Murray.  Alurray  Avenue,  Westmount. 
Arion  Society, 

President,  Miss  Sim,  18  Bayle  Street. 
Aberdeen  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Hanson,  1152  Dorchester  Street. 


OTTAWA  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  JANUARY    16TH,    1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Edward  Griffin,  The  Russell 

Vice-Presidents Lady  Ritchie,  285  Metcalfe  Street 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Bronson,  75  Concession  Street 

•' Lady  Laurier,  Theodore  Street 

"  Mrs.  Tilton,  37  Gloucester  Street 

Mrs.  Gwynne,  188  Metcalfe  Street 

"  Mrs.  Hamilton,  The  Rectory,  Sparks  Street 

"  Mrs.  Thorburn,  211  Daly  Avenue 

"  Mrs.   F.    McDougal,  Mackenzie  Avenue 

Recording  Secretary Miss  McLean,  910  Bank  Street 

Treasurer Mrs.   Larmonth,  116  Lisgar  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  C.  S.  Scott,  354  Maria  Street 

FEDERATED   SOCIETIES. 
PHILANTHROPIC 

The  Orphans'  Home, 

Represented  by  Mrs.  Thorburn,  211  Daly  Avenue. 
Home  for  the  Aged, 

President,  Mrs.  McLeod  Stewart,  Argyle  Avenue. 
Visiting  Committee,  Protestant  Hospital, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Featherstone,  Rideau  Street. 
Home  For  Friendless  Women, 

President,  Miss  Blackburn,  62  Sussex  Street. 
Ottawa  Humane  Society, 

President,  Hon.  Mrs.  Lambart,  2  Pine  Street. 


XX  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Borbridge,  296  Metcalfe  Street. 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Gordon,  Daly  Avenue. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Donaldson,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Metcalfe  Street. 
Maternity  Hospital, 

Represented  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Douglas,  196  Lisgar  Street. 
The  King's  Daughters, 

President,  Mrs.  A.  Halkett,  35  Mackenzie  Avenue. 
Children's  Aid  Society, 

Madame  LaMothe,  55  James  Street. 
Victorian  Order  of  Nurses. 

Represented  by  Mrs.  Ahearn,  Maria  Street. 
Aberdeen  Mutual  Benefit  Association, 

President.  Miss  L.  Hughes,  Government  Printing  Bureau. 
Auxiliary,  Locomotive  Engineers, 

Representative,  Mrs.  W.  Blyth,  203  Nepean  Street. 
Women's  Co-operative  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  W.  Wylie,  312  Slater  Street. 

EDUCATIONAL 

The  Harmon  School, 

President,  Miss  Harmon,  Elgin  Street. 
The  Presbyterian  Ladies'  College, 

The  Principal,  The  College,  Albert  Street. 
The  Model  School  Assodation, 

President,  Miss  Shenick,  Model  School. 
The  Women's  Morning  Music  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  C.  A.  E.  Harriss,  Earnscliffe. 
The  Aberdeen  Associaiion, 

President.  Mrs.  Scarth,  410  Queen  Street. 
The  Froebel  Union, 

President,  Miss  Bolton,  Model  School,  Elgin  Street. 
Women's  Educational  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Glashan,  44  McLaren  Street. 
Women's  Canadian  Historical  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  G    E.  Foster. 

« 

CHURCH    AID    AND    MISSIONARY    SOCIETIES 

Ladies'  Aid  Society,  1st  Baptist  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Whitley,  165  Florence  Street. 
Home  Missionary  Society,  St.  Andrew's  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Herridge,  329  Somerset  Street. 
Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  St.  Andrew's  Church, 

President,  Miss  Harmon,  Elgin  Street. 
Dorcas  Society,  St.  George's  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Rothwell,  390  Daly  Avenue. 
Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Dominion  Metho'i       "'  urch. 

President,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Scott.  354  .  Street. 

Ladies'  Aid  Society,  St.  Andrew's  Churci. 

President,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Perley,  McLaren  Street. 
Women's  Alliance,  Unitarian  Church, 

President,  .'Wrs.  A.  Walkley,  8  Hartington  Place. 
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REPRESENTATIVES    OF    THE    ROMAN    CATHOLIC    CHURCH- 

Convent  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

President,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Scott,  Daly  Avenue. 
St.  Patrick's  Orphan  Asylum. 

Mrs.  Frank  McDougal,  Mackenzie  Avenue. 
L'Asile  Bethlehem, 

Mrs.  McGarvey,  66  Daly  Avenue. 


LONDON  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  FEBRUARY  14TH,   1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Boomer,  538  Dundas  Street 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.  Gahan,  544  Talbot  Street 

2nd        "  Mrs.  Robinson,  121  St.  James  Street 

3r(j         "  Mrs.  Merchant,  Queen's  Avenue 

4t;h         "  Mrs.  Rumball,  Dufferin  Avenue 

Recording  Secretary, Mrs.  Coxworthy  Yarker,  Elmhurst,  South  London 

Treasurer Miss  MacKenzie,  77  Byron  Avenue,  South  London 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  E.  N.  English,  Hellmuth  College 

LIFE  MEMBERS: — Mrs.  Boomer,  Mrs.  G.  Robinson,  Mrs.  Jos.  H.  Marshall. 

FEDERATED  SOCIETIES. 
Orphans'  Home, 

President,  Mrs.  Morphy,  386  Queen's  Avenue. 
Convalescent  Home, 

President,  Mrs.  Boomer,  538  Dundas  Street. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 

President,  Miss  Gretta  Jarvis,  425  Maitland  Street. 
The  King's  Daughters, 

President,  Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Sage,  St.  George's  Rectory,  West. 
Women's  Christian  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Murray,  710  Waterloo  Street. 
Mothers'  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Owen. 
Children's  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Coxworthy  Yarker,  Wortley  Road. 
Teachers'  Association, 

President,  Miss  Howie,  455  Princess  Avenue. 
Art  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  T.  Macbeth,  Maple  Street. 
Morning  Musical  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  R.   Burns. 
Hellmuth  College  Staff, 

President,  Mrs.  E.  N.  English,  Hellmuth  College. 
Froebel  Association, 

President,  Miss  Brenton,  188  Bruce  Street. 
Maple  Leaf  League,  r<->i;.ir 

President,  Mrs.  Geo.  H"  .lall.  The  Cedars. 

Aberdeen  Society, 

President,  Miss  Hopkirk. 
Red  Cross  Society, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Boomer. 


Xxii  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

WINNIPEG  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  FEBRUARY   12TH,   1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  G.  Bryce,  189  Colony  Street 

Honorary  President Mrs.   Patterson,  Government   House 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.  Culver,  92  Edmonton  Street 

2nd  "  Mdme.  Gautier.  Assiniboine  Avenue 

3rd  "  Mrs.  Knight,  Roslyn  Road,  Fort  Rouge 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  W.  H.  Thompson,  Assiniboine  Avenue 

Treasurer Mrs.  R.  H.  Bryce,  Assiniboine  Avenue 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Godfrey  Parker,  61  Edmonton  Street 

LIFE  MEMBERS:— Lady  Taylor,  Mrs.  G.  Bryce. 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Children's  Home, 

President,  Mrs.  Wickson,  61  Kennedy  Street. 
Christian  Women's  Union   (Woman's  Home), 

President,  Mrs.  G.  Bryce,  189  Colony  Street. 
Woman's  Hospital  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Richards,  River  Avenue,  Fort  Rouge. 
W.  C.  T.  U.  (Central), 

President,  Mrs.  Buchanan,  208  Carlton  Street. 
Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Baird,  247  Colony  Street. 
Free  Kindergarten  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Bryce,  Assiniboine  Avenue. 
All  Saints'  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  Knight,  Roslyn  Road,  Fort  Rouge. 
St.  Mary's  Ladies'  Aid  and  Altar  Society, 

President,  Madame  Cauchon,  Edmonton  Street. 
St.  Boniface  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 

President,  Madame  Bernier,  St.  Boniface. 
Y.  W.  C.  T.  U., 

President.  Mrs.  Wallace,  87  Dagmar  Street. 
Girls'  Home  of  Welcome  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Adams,  Assiniboine  Avenue. 
St.  Boniface  Industrial  School, 

President,  Madame  Bertrand,  St.  Boniface. 
Humane  Society, 

Ladies'  representative,  Mrs.  Killam,  Roslyn  Road,  Fort  Rouge. 
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QUEBEC  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  APRIL    3RD,   1894. 
(Same  as  in  1899,  no  fresh  names  received.) 

OFFICERS. 

President Madame  Routiiier,  83  St.  Louis  Street 

Vice-President Lady  Casault,  Rue  de  Salaberry 

"  Mrs.  Hunter  Dunn,  69  d'Auteuil  Street 

Treasurer Mrs.  McCord.  15  Rue  Ste.  Genevieve 

English  Secretary Mrs.   Geggie,    Beauport 

French  Secretary Mademoiselle  Routhier,  83  St.  Louis  Street 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Cooking  School, 

Representatives,  Madame  Belleau,  51  Grande  Allee, 
Madame  Larue,  56  St.  Louis  Street. 
Training  School  for  Servants, 

Representatives,  Mrs.  Dobell,  Beauvoir  Manor, 

Mrs.  Fitzpatrick,  3  Ste.  Genevieve  Street. 
Franciscan  Nuns  of  Ste.  Anne, 

Representatives,  Madame  Baiilarge,  50  St.  Louis  Street, 

Madame  D'Eschambault,  71  Lachevrotiere. 
Pensionnat  de  Ste.  Anne, 

Representatives,  Mrs.  Chas.  Verge,  58  Ursule  Street, 
Mrs.  Chas.  Dunn,  141  Ann  Street. 
Ouvroir, 

Representatives,  Madame  Berlinguet,  209  St.  John  Street, 
Madame  Grondin,  Syi  Parloir  Street. 
Ambulance  Course, 

Representatives,  Madame  Evanturel,  543  St.  John  Street, 
Madame  Tanguay,  2  Ramparts. 
Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Madame  George  Tessier,  60  Ursule  Street. 


KINGSTON  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  APRIL  26TH,  1894. 
OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Eraser,  King  Street 

Vice-President Lady  Cartwright,  The  Maples 

" Mrs.  Skinner,  Maitland  Street 

"  Miss  Doran,  Barrie  Street 

Mrs.  Short,  King  Street,  West 

"  Mrs.  Oberndorffer.  Queen  Street 

"  Mrs.  Drummond,  Union  Street 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Brophy,  Wellington  Street 

Treasurer Miss  Nichol,  Wellington  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Miss  Machar,  Sydenham  Street 

PATRONS:— Mrs.  Calvin,  James  Smith,  Esq.,  Hon.  W.  Harty,  M.P.P.,  Miss 
Doran. 

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Kent,  Mrs.  Cochrane,  Mrs.  Mudie,  Mrs.  J. 
Minnis,  jr.,  Mrs.  Breck. 


XXIV  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Orphans'  Home  and  Widows'  Friend  Society, 

Directress,  Mrs.  Eraser,  King  Street. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Short. 
Poor  Relief  Association, 

President,  Miss  Muckleston. 
Sodality  of  the  Children  of  Mary, 

President,  Miss  O'Niel. 
City  Union  of  The  King's  Daughters, 

Representative,  Miss  Nichol. 
Jewish  Society  of  Kingston, 

President,  Mrs.  Oberndorffer,  Queen  Street. 
Dorcas  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  McDowallt 
House  of  Industry,  Board  of  Directors, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Birch. 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  Auxiliary, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Toye. 
Daughters  of  Rebekah, 

President,  Mrs.  Miller, 
Onward  and  Upward  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Marshall. 
Ladies'  Musical  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  Drummond. 
Victorian  Order, 

President,  Mrs.   Marshall. 
Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Miss  H.  Eraser. 
Red  Cross  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Iva  Martin. 


ST.  JOHN  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED    AUGUST  14TH,   1894 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  R.  Thomson,  Sydney  Street 

Hon.  President Lady  Tilley,  Carleton  House 

Vice-President Mrs.  J.  V.  Ellis,  Princess  Street 

Mrs.   Dever,  Chipman's  Hill 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Scott,  Elliott  Row 

Mrs.  Tuck,  Orange  Street 

Mrs.   Manning,  Leinster  Street 

Miss  Skinner,  King  Street 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  Chisholm,  14  St.  Patrick  Street 

Treasurer Miss  Leavitt,  Sewell  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary  *. Miss  F.  E.  Murray,  22  Wright  Street 

LIFE  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Thomson,  Mrs.  Allwood. 

HONORARY  MEMBER:— Miss  E.  R.  Scovil,  Meadowlands,  Gagetown. 


I 
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FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 


PHILANTHROPIC- 


Ladies'  Committee,  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum, 

President,  Mrs.  George  Macleod,  Orange  Street. 
Ladies'  H.  E.  Auxiliary,  S.  P.  C.  A.. 

Representative,  Miss  H.  E.  Peters,  Wright  Street. 
Home  for  the  Aged, 

President,  Mrs.  John  Burpee. 
Victorian  Order  of  Nurses, 

Representative,  Mrs.  D.  McLellan,  Main  Street. 


RELIGIOUS 

Ladies'  Committee  of  Y.  M.  C.  A., 

Representative,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Austin,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
King's  Daughters, 

President,  Mrs.  Macmichael,  Orange  Street. 
St.  John's  W.  C.  T.  U., 

Representative,  Mrs.  W.  J.   Davison. 
Carleton  W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  Retallick,  Carleton. 
Seamen's  Mission, 

Representative,  Mrs.  T.  Walker,  Princess  Street. 
County  Convention  W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Miss  C.  R.  FuUerton,  Carleton.   , 
North  End  W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  J.  McAvity,  66  High  Street. 

CHURCH    SOCIETIES 

Baptist  Missionary  Society,  Brussels  Street  Baptist  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Allwood,  Leinster  Street. 
W.  F.  M.  S.,  St.  Andrew's  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Thomson,  Germain  Street. 
W.  H.  M.  S.,  Presbytery  of  St.  John, 

Representative,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Smith,  Germain  Street. 
The  Ladies'  Society  of  St.  Stephen's  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Owen  Campbell,  Coburg  Street. 

EDUCATIONAL    AND    SCIENTIFIC 

Ladies'  Association,  Natural  History  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  George  Matthew,  Summer  Street. 

LITERARY    SOCIETIES 

Wednesday  Evening  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Skinner,  King  Street. 
AlumncC  Society,  Girls'  High  School, 

President,  Miss  A.  Carr,  Chipman's  Hill. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Women's  Enfranchisement  Club, 

Representative,  Miss  Mabel  Peters,  Clifton  House. 


I 


XXVI  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

HALIFAX  AND  DARTMOUTH  LOCAL  COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN. 

ORGANIZED  AUGUST  24TH,   1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President "Mrs.   R.   L.  Borden,  Pinehurst,  N.  W.  Arm 

Hon.  President Mrs.  Charles  Archibald,  32  inglis  street 

Vice-President Mrs.  J.  C.  Mackintosh,  Tower  House,  Willow  Park 

II  Mrs.  Davys,  34  Hollis  Street 

II  Mrs.  Whiston,  297  Brunswick  Street 

"  ..Mrs.  J.  F.   Kenny,  97  Pleasant  Street 

II Mrs.   F.  Woodbury,  Dartmouth 

11  Mrs.   H.  H.  Fuller,  South  Street 

Recording-  Secretary Miss  A.  Stairs,  4  Bland  Street 

Treasurer Miss  A.  de  B.  Tremaine 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  G.  de  G.  Moore,  Hillside  Hall 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Ladies'  Auxiliary  S.  P.  C, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  Morrow,  99  Morris  Street. 
School  for  the  Blind, 

President,  Mrs.  Eraser,  Morris  Street. 
St.  Matthew's  Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  Taylor  Thompson,  33  Spring  Gardens  Road. 
Children  of  Mary, 

President,  Mrs.  Davys,  Hollis  Street. 
Halifax  W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  Baxter,  North  West  Arm. 
Victoria  School  of  Art, 

President,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fuller,  South  Street. 
Infants'  School, 

President,  Mrs.  Glendinning,  33  Kent  Street. 
Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Boak,  28  South  Park  Street. 
Woman's  Work  Exchange, 

President, 
Women's  Enfranchisement  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Harrington,  168  Tower  Road. 


WEST  ALGOMA  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  SEPTEMBER   1ST,  1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Frank  Gibbs,  Port  Arthur 

Vice-President Mrs.   F.  C.   Perry,  Port  Arthur 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Jarvis.  Fort  William 

Mrs.  D.  F.  Burk,  Port  Arthur 

"  Mrs.  Hugh  Munro,  Port  Arthur 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  W.  McBrady,  Port  Arthur 

Treasurer Mrs.  Saunby,  Port  Arthur 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  T.  S.  T.  Smellie,  Fort  William 


AVOMEN     OF    CANADA.  XXVH 

PATRONS:— Mr.  Frank  Gibbs,  Mr.  G.  T.  Marks,  A\r.    J.    F.    Ruettan,  Mr 
J.  C.  King. 

LIFE  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Saunby,  A\rs.  T.  S.  T.  Smellie. 

FEDERATED  SOCIETIES. 
W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  Barrie.  Fort  William. 
Church  of  England  Auxiliary, 

President,  Mrs.  Frank  Gibbs,  Port  Arthur. 
Relief  Society. 

President.  Mrs.  T.  S.  T.  Smellie,  Fort  William. 
Union  of  The  King's  Daughters, 

President,  Mrs.  Frank  Gibbs,  Port  Arthur. 
Methodist  Auxiliary, 

President,  Mrs.  James  Meek,  Port  Arthur. 
Presbyterian  Missionary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Reid,  Port  Arthur. 
The  Catholic  Ladies'  Literary  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  Dwyer,  Port  Arthur. 
Presbyterian  Women's  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  Rowand,  Fort  William. 
Church  of  England  Auxiliary, 

President,  Mrs.  Borham,  Fort  William. 
Baptist  Missionary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  R.  G.  Spofford,  Fort  William. 
Methodist  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  McLaren,  Fort  William. 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Saunby,  Port  Arthur. 
Woman's  Musical  Club, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  Dobie,  Port  Arthur. 


VICTORIA  AND  VANCOUVER  ISLAND  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  NOVEMBER,   1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President Miss  Perrin,  Bishopsclose 

Past-President Mrs.  James  Baker,  Parkstone,  Dorset,  England 

Vice-President Mrs.  John  Robson,  Stanley  Avenue 

" Miss  Crease,  Pentrelew,  Cadboro  Bay  Road 

"  Miss  M.   Lawson,  Kingston  Street 

"  Mrs.  McQuade,  Vancouver  Street 

"  '^IZ^l'.'. Mrs.  Brett,  Carberry  Gardens 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  Saanich  Road 

Treasurer Mrs.  William  Grant,  2  Work  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Galletly,  Hochelaga,  Rocklands  Ave. 

PATRON:— Lady  Crease,  Pentrelew,  Victoria. 
LIFE  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Galletly. 
INDIVIDUAL  MEMBER:— Mrs.  Day. 
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NATIOXAL    COUNCIL    OF 


FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 


Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Jenkins,  8  Franklin  Street. 
St,  Ann's  Benevolent  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Bumes,  Burnes  House,  Bastion  Square, 
Ladies'  Aid  Centennial  Methodist, 

President,  Mrs.  H.  Bone,  Topaz  Avenue. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Miss  Elford,  Stadacona  Avenue. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  ' 

President,  Miss  Carr,  44  Carr  Street. 
Home  Nursing  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Higgins,  Regents  Park,  Cadboro  Bay  Road. 
Hebrew  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Phillips,  257  Johnson  Street. 
Refuge  Home, 

President,  Mrs.  Spencer,  12  Belleville  Street. 
Ladies'  of  the  Maccabees, 

President,  Mrs.  Phillips,  257  Johnson  Street. 
St.  James'  Aid  Society, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Byrn,  110  Vancouver  Street. 
Christ  Church  Cathedral  Dorcas  Society, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Galfetly,  Hochelaga. 
St.  John's  Sewing  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  Rocke  Robertson,  35  Gorge  Road. 
Missionary  Society  Centennial  Methodist. 

Representative,  Mrs.  Holt,  Burnside  Road. 
Ladies'  Aid  First  Presbyterian, 

President,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Wood,  44  Henry  Street. 
Ladies'  Aid  St.  Andrew's  Presbyterian, 

President,  Mrs.  Macfarlane,  7  Whittaker  Street. 
Confraternity  of  the  Lord's  Tenth, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Galletly,  Hochelaga. 
Ladies'  Aid,  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Van  Tassel,  30  Edmonton  Road,  Spring  Ridge. 
St.  Saviour's  Working  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  P.  Goepel,  Esquimalt  Road,  Victoria  West. 
Ladies'  Aid,  St.  Paul's  Presb\1:erian, 

President,  Mrs.  Williscroft,  Esquimalt  Road. 
Missionary  Circle,  Emmanuel  Baptist, 

President,  Mrs.  McNaughten,  34  Edmonton  Road. 
Missionary  Society,  Metropolitan  Methodist. 

President,  Mrs.  Jenkins,  8  Franklin  Street. 
Missionary  Society,  Calvary  Baptist. 

President,  Mrs.  Albert  Clyde,  Charles  Street. 
Friendly  Help, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Hayward,  99  Vancouver  Street. 
Ladies'  Aid,  James'  Bay  Methodist, 

President,  Mrs.  G.  Powell,  161  Menzies  Street. 
Teachers'  Association,  South  Park  School, 

President,  Miss  E.  G.  Lawson,  16  Caledonia  Avenue. 
Society  of  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 

Representative,  Miss  A.  D.  Cameron,  34  Michigan  Street. 


WOMEN  OF  CANADA.  XXIX 

VANCOUVER  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  NOVEMBER,    1894. 
OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  McLagan,  1159  Georgia  Street 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.   Macauley,  829  Richard  Street 

2nd         "  Madame  Martin,    1121  Georgia  Street 

3rd  "  Mrs.   Haskett,  737  Burrard  Street 

4tli  "  Mrs.   Bantield,  Cor.   Melville  and  Bute  Street 

5th  "  Mrs.   McCraney,  927  Hornby  Street 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Edge,  Davie  Street 

Treasurer Mrs.   Lucas,   1145  Alberni  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  C.  S  Finch,  1225  Burrard  Street 

ANNUAL  PATRON:— Mrs.  C.  S.  Finch. 

AFFILIATED  SOCIETIES. 

Art,  Historical  and  Scientific  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Mellon,  121  Nicola  Street. 
St.  Andrew's  Woman's  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  McDowell,  1036  Pender  Street. 
W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  Gleason,  317  Cordova  Street. 
Ladies'  Aid,  Homer  Street  Methodist  Church, 

Representative,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Scott,  Homer  Street. 
Ladies'  Aid,  Congregational  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Bainton,  561  Eighth  Avenue. 
St.  Paul's  Hospital, 

President,  Madame  Martin,  1121  Georgia  Street. 
St.  Ann's  Convent, 

President,  Mrs.  Lucas,  1145  Alberni  Street. 
Ladies  of  the  Maccabees, 

President,  Mrs.  Griffin,  414  Ci)rdova  Street. 
Y.  W.  C.  A., 

President.  Mrs.  Skinner,  1227  Robson  Street. 
Girls'  Friendly  Society, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Bradbury,  1122  Robson  Street. 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Christ  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Tucker,  The  Rectory. 


REGINA  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  OCTOBER   16TH,   1895. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.   Beneke 

E.x-officio  Hon.  Vice-President Madame  Forget 

Provincial  Vice-President Mrs.  Nicholas  Flood  Davin 

Vice  President Mrs.  J.  A.  Carmichael 

" Mrs.    Mellican 

"  Mrs.   Low 

"  Mrs.  Neilly 

"  Mrs.  Martin 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  Darke 

Treasurer Mrs.  Adam  Ross 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Goggin 


XXX  NATIOiN'AL    COUNCIL    OF 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Knox  Church  Women's  Auxihary, 

President,  Mrs.  Rothwell. 
Methodist  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  Longworthy. 
Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Geo.  Brown. 
The  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Bulyea. 
EngHsh  Church  Ladies'  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  Cayley  Hamilton. 
The  Girls'  Guild,  Knox  Church, 

President,  Miss  Mclntyre. 
Catholic  Ladies'  Aid,  ~ 

President,  Mrs.  Cummings. 
Hospital  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Benson. 


VERNON,  B.C.,  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  OCTOBER,   1895. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Eraser  Cameron 

Vice-President    Mrs.  Price  Ellison 

"  Mrs.  Maurice  Cochrane 

"  Mrs.  Greenhow 

"  Mrs.   French 

" Mrs.  Muir 

"  Miss  O'Keefe 

Recording   Secretary Miss  Edith  Chambers 

Treasurer Mrs.    Latimer 

Corresponding  Secretary Miss  Bena  Henderson 

FEDERATED  SOCIETIES 

Church  of  England  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Smith. 
Ladies'  Aid,  Presbyterian  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  French. 
Ladies'  Aid,  Methodist  Church, 

President,  Miss  Bena  Henderson. 
W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  Carsweli. 
Victorian  Order  of  Nurses, 

Representatives,    Miss  B.  Henderson,  Miss    Annie  McKay,   and  Miss 
F.  S.  Fletcher. 


I 


WOMEN    OF    CANADA.  XXXI 

BRANDON  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED    NOVEMBER    29TH,    1895, 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.   D.  McEwen 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.  C.    McLauren 

2nd         " Mrs.  C.  Kavanagh 

3j-d         " Mrs.  F.  Nation 

4tii  "  Mrs.  J.  Parker 

Recordin?  Secretary Mrs.  Gilbert  D.  Wilson 

Treasurer Mrs.  J.  Murray 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  J.  N.  Kirchhoffer 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Hospital  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Clement. 
W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Miss  Bastedo. 
Willing  Workers,  Presbyterian  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Henry. 
Brandon  Teachers'  Association, 

Representative,  Miss  K.  AAoore. 
St.  Matthew's  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 

President.  Mrs.  Maley. 
Baptist  Church  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Waller. 
Aberdeen  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  Cumberland. 


RAT  PORTAGE  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED   DECEMBER  3RD,   1895. 
(Same  as  1899,  no  fresh  names  sent  in.) 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Robinson 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.  Nairn 

2nd  "  Mrs.  Weir 

3rd  "  Mrs.  Langford 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  Clark 

Treasurer Mrs.  Scovil 

Assistant  Treasurer Mrs.  Pither 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  McKay 

FEDERATED   SOCIETIES. 
Humane  Society, 

President,  Mrs.   McKay. 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

Representative,  Mrs.  Moor. 
Zion  Church  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  A\rs.  Neads. 


XXXll  NATIONAL    COUNXIL    OF 

St.  Alban's  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  Warren. 
Knox  Church  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  Baker. 
Women's  Foreign  Mission  Society, 

President, 
Methodist  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Sturgeon. 
Presbyterian  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Nairn. 
St.  Agnes  Guild, 

President,  Mrs.  Page. 
Christian  Endeavor  Society, 

Representative,  Miss  McFarlane. 
Epworth  League  Society, 

Representative,  Miss  Howard. 
Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Robinson. 
Ladies'  Altar  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Charbonneau. 


CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.  E.  I.,  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

f  ORGANIZED    JANUARY,   1898. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Anderson,  Prince  of  Wales  College 

Vice-President     (elected) Mrs.  Bayfield,   "Crowlands" 

..Mrs.  Rogers,  "  Fairholm  " 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  George  Full 

Treasurer Miss  Alice  Weeks 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  C.  C.  Gardiner,  Queen  Hotel 

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Percy  Pope,  Mrs.  F.  Hyndman.  Miss  Pippy. 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Loyal  Circle  of  King's  Daughters,  St.  Paul's  Church. 

President,  Mrs.  D.  Davies,  "The  Esplanade." 
Women's  Missionary  Society.  First  Methodist  Church, 

Representative,  Mrs.  John  Newson.  • 

Women's  Missionary  Society,  Grace  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  McConnell. 
Benevolent  Society,  St.  James'  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  A.  Lord. 
Benevolent  Society,  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  St.  Dunstan's  Cathedral. 

President.  (Ladies'  Branch.)  Mrs.  Reddin. 
Young  Peoples'  Union,  Baptist  Church, 

Representative,  Miss  Sneeston. 
Mite  Society,  Zion  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Coffin. 
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Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  Johnson. 
Y's  of  W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Miss  A.  Johnson. 
Ladies'  Hospital  Aid  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  James  Macleod. 
Teachers'  Institute, 

Representative,  Miss  Scott. 
Faithful  Circle  of  King's  Daughters, 

President,  Mrs.  Hensley. 


NELSON,  B.  C.  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  JULY  22ND,   1898. 

OFFICERS. 

President ..'. Mrs.  J.  R.  Robertson 

Vice-President. • Mrs.  Lamont 

" Mrs.    Arthur 

Mrs.  G.  F.  Beer 

" Mrs.  Clarke 

"  Mrs.   Bellamy 

"  Mrs.    Langford 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  J.  L.  Stocks 

Treasurer Mrs.  W.  W.  Beer 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  A.  L.  McCulloch 

FEDERATED   SOCIETIES. 

Ladies'  Aid  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

President,  Mrs.  Miller. 
Missionary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  Robertson. 
Young  Women's  Christian  Endeavor, 

President, 
Ladies'  Guild  of  the  Church  of  England, 

President, 
Methodist  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  Robertson. 
Ladies'  Aid  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 

President, 
Ladies'  Aid  of  the  Baptist  Church,' 

President, 
Young  People's  Society, 

President, 
Hospital  Society, 

President, 
Salvation   Army, 

President. 
Good  Templars, 
■  President, 


XXXIV  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED  JULY,   1898. 

OFFICERS. 

President Mrs.  Albert  J.  Hill,  4th  Street 

1st  Vice-President Mrs.  T.  Scouler,  Columbia  Street 

2nd         ''  Mrs.  C.  J.  Major,  5th  Avenue 

3rd  " Mrs.   McEwen,  3rd  Avenue 

4th  I' Mrs.  J.  Oliver,   3rd  Street 

5th  "  Mrs.  W.  Johnson,  Agnes  Street 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  C.  Warwick,  Queen's  Avenue 

Treasurer Mrs.  M.  Sinclair,  St.  George  Street 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  J.  R.  Benson,  Royal  Avenue 

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS:— Mrs.  Robert  May,  Mrs.  English. 

FEDERATED    SOCIETIES. 

Queen's  Avenue  Methodist  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  C.  J.  Major. 
W.  C.  T.  U., 

President,  Mrs.  D.  Robson. 
St.  Andrew's  Presbyterian  Wcrman's  Association, 

President,  Mrs.  H.  Gordon. 
St.  Andrew's  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Vert. 
Royal  Templars, 

President,  Mrs.  B.  Burr. 
Daughters  of  England, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  Oliver. 
West  End  Methodist  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  D.  Welsh. 
Baptist  Missionary  Society, 

President,  Mrs.  P.  H.  McEwen. 
Ladies  of  the  Maccabees, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  Insley. 
St.  Barnabas  Church  Ladies'  Aid, 

President,  Mrs.  R.  Sayer,  2nd  Street. 
St.  Paul's  Reformed  Episcopal  Ladies'  Aid, 

President.  Mrs.  B.  Burr. 
Beulah  Rebekah  Lodge, 

President,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Fergueson. 


,   EAST  PICTOU  COUNTY  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

ORGANIZED    MAY,    1899. 

OFFICERS. 

President Miss  C.  E.  Carmichael,  New  Glasgow.  N.S. 

Vice-President Mrs.  Poole,  Stellarton 

Mrs.  Fergie,  Westville 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Maria  Cavanagh,  New  Glasgow,  N.S. 

Treasurer Miss  Eliza  Thompson.  New  Glasgow,  N.S. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Annie  Murray,  Athol  Cottage,  New  Glasgow,  N.S. 
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FEDERATED  SOCIETIES. 


Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 

President,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Reid,  New  Glasgow. 
Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  United  Church 

President,  Mrs.  Isaac  Murray,  New  Glasgow. 
Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Aberdeen  Hospital, 

President.  Miss  C.  E.  Carmichael,  New  Glasgow. 
Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Trenton, 

President,  Mrs.  H.  Munroe,  Trenton. 
Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Sharon  Church. 

President,  Mrs.  C.  A.  McKay,  Stellarton. 
Christ  Church  Sewing  Society,  Stellarton, 

President,  Mrs.  Poole,  Stellarton. 
Christ  Church  Mite  Society,  Stellarton, 

President,  Mrs.  George  Rutherford,  Stellarton. 
Christian  Endeavor  Society,  James  Church,  New  Glasgow, 

President,  Miss  Irie  Graham,  New  Glasgow. 

NATIONALLY     ORGANIZED    SOCIETIES     AFFILIATED     IN    THE     NATIONAL 

COUNCIL. 

Woman's  Art  Association  of  Canada. 
President Mrs.  Dignam,  284  St.  George  St,  Toronto 

The  Girls'  Friendly  Society  of  Canada. 

Representative Mrs.  S.  G.  Wood,  100  Pembroke  Street,  Toronto 

The  Dominion  Woman's  Enfranchisement  Association. 

President Dr.  Augusta  Stowe  Gullen,  461  Spadina  Avenue,  Toronto 

The  Dominion  Order  of  the  King's  Daughters, 
Dominion  Secretary .Mrs.  Tilley,  Memorial  Lodge,  London 

The  Aberdeen  Association. 

Representative Mrs.  Scarth,  410  Queen  St.,  Ottawa 

Victorian  Order  of  Nurses. 

(Organized  under  Royal  Charter,  May  19th,  1899. 
Representative Miss  Macleod,  578  Somerset  Street,  Ottawa 

National  Home  Reading  Union. 
Representative Mrs.  Anson  McKim,  37  McGregor  Street,  Montreal 
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XXXVl  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

OF  THE 

National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada 

WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  APPOINTED 
TO  DEAL  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  SUBJECTS  : 


LAWS    FOR    THE    BETTER    PROTECTION    OF    WOMEN 

AND  CHILDREN. 

Convener — Mrs.  O.  C.  Edwards,  15  Bayle  Street,  Montreal. 

Mrs.   Anderson Charlottetown 

Mrs.  Archibald Halifax 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Fitzgerald London 

Dr.  Stowe  Gullen Toronto 

Lady  Hing-ston - Montreal 

Miss  Machar Kingston 

Mrs.  Murray Brandon 

Miss  Perrin Victoria 

Mrs.    Rothwell Regina 

Miss  M.    Skinner St.  John 

Mrs.  Thorburn Ottawa 

PERNICIOUS   LITERATURE. 

Cofivener — Mrs.    C.    C.    Gardiner,    Queen    Hotel,    Charlotte- 
town,  P.  E.  I. 

Miss  Helen  Eraser Kingston 

Mrs.    Graham London 

Mrs.  Richard  Johnson Charlottetown 

Mrs.     Kelley Toronto 

Mrs.  Francis  McLennan Montreal 

Mrs.  L.  G.  McQuade Victoria 

Mrs.    Semmens Brandon 

Mrs.  R.  C.   Skinner St.  John 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Wister Halifax 

Mrs.    Glashan Ottawa 

Mrs.  J     Cunningham New  Westminster 
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LENGTH     OF    WORKING    HOURS    FOR    WOMEN    AND 

CHH.DREN. 

(discontinued.) 

REGULATION  AND  METHODS  OF  ELECTION  OF  BOARDS 
OF   SCHOOL  TRUSTEES. 

(  discontinued.  ) 

CUSTODIAL  CARE  OF  FEEBLE  MINDED  WOMEN. 

Convener — 

Mrs.  Anderson Charlottetown 

Mrs.   Clement Brandon 

Mrs.   Dennis Halifax 

Mrs.     Hilborne Toronto 

Mrs.     Marshall Kingston 

Miss    Murray St.  John 

Miss  Perrin Victoria 

Miss   Blackburn Ottawa 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED  POOR 

Convener— ^\x%.  Willoughby  Cummings,  44  Dewson  St.,  Toronto. 

Mrs.    Edward   Bayfield Charlottetown 

Mrs.    Cameron Vernon 

Mrs.  B.  Charlton Hamilton 

Miss  Cox Toronto 

Mrs.  Ingram London 

Miss  Machar Kingston 

Mrs.    E.    Manning St.   John 

Mrs.  D.  McKelvie Brandon 

Miss  Perrin Victoria 

Miss  Ella  Ritchie Halifax 

Mile.    Routhier Quebec 

Mrs.    Walton Montreal 

Lady  Ritchie Ottawa 

PROVISION  OF  WORK  FOR  THE  UNEMPLOYED. 

(  discontinued  ) 


XXXviii  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

FINANCE. 

Convener — Mrs.    Hoodless,   Eastcourt,   Hamilton. 

Mrs.  Anderson Charlottetown 

Mrs.  Archibald Halifax 

Mrs.   Dignam Woman's  Art  Association 

Miss  S.  O.    Graydoii London 

Mrs.    Kavanagh Brandon 

Mrs.    McKilligan Victoria 

Miss    Nichol Kingston 

Miss  Mabel  Peters St.  John 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Wood     Toronto 

Mrs.     Larmonth Ottawa 

Mrs.    Sinclair New  Westminster 

(Other  Local  Councils  have  not  sent  in  the  Names  of  Members  appointed  to 

serve  on  this  Committee.) 

INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  COMMITTEE. 

(discontinued.) 

LITERATURE  AND  HOME  READING  CIRCLES. 

(Has  become  a  Nationally  Organized   Society  as  the  National 

Home  Reading  Union.) 

IMMIGRATION. 

ConTe?ier—M.rs.  Cox,  241  University  St.,  Montreal. 

Mrs.   McKinnon Montreal 

Mrs.  J.  W.,Brittain St.   John 

Mrs.  Clendinning Halifax 

Mrs.    English London 

Mrs.     Marshall Kingston 

Miss  Perrin Victoria 

Mrs.  G.  D.   Wilson Brandon 

Mrs.  S.    G.   W^ood Toronto 

Mrs.  Tilton Ottawa 

Miss  Fowler Winnipeg 

PRESS. 

Convener — Mrs.    Willoughby   Cummings,    44    Dewson    Sreet, 
Toronto. 

Miss  Murray St.  John 

Mrs.  J.  E.   D.    McCready Charlottetown 

Miss  Reid  and  Mme.  Dandurand Montreal 

Miss  Agnes  Scott  and  Mrs.  Rothwell .  .Ottawa 

Miss  Perrin Victoria 

[Members  have  not  been  appointed  for  the  other  Provinces.) 
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RAISING    OF    LOAN    FOR    THE    DOUKHOBOR    WOMEN. 

Convener — Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon,  221    Simcoe  Street,  Toronto. 

Lady  Taylor President 

Mrs.    Hoodless Treasurer 

Mrs.  Willoug"hby  Cummini^s Recording  Secretary 

Miss  Teresa  F.  Wilson Corresponding  Secretary 

Mrs.    Thomson St.  John 

(One  member   of  each    Local    Council    and   Nationally    Organized 
Society  in  federation.) 

AID  FOR  THE  TRANSVAAL  CONTINGENT. 

(discontinued.) 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION. 

{In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  International 
Council  of  Women.) 

Convener — Lady  Taylor,  49  Madison  Ave.,  Toronto. 
Members  : — The  General  Officers. 

The  President  and  Secretary   of  every    Local   Council 

and  Nationally  Organized  Society  in  federation. 

The  Compilers  of  the  Canadian   Women's  Handbook. 

COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  CANADIAN 

WOMEN'S  HANDBOOK. 

(discontinued.) 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Miss   FitzGibbon,  394  Willcocks  Street,  Toronto 
Members  : — The  General  Officers. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


SEVENTH    ANNUAL   MEETING 


OF    THE 


National  Council  of  Women   of   Canada, 

HELD  AT  VICTORIA,  B.  C, 

July  23rcl  to  30th,  1900. 


Reported  in  running  longhand 

by  A\r.  JOHN  NELSON  of  --The  Times", 

Victoria. 


xlii  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 


1Rotc5  about  the  local  arraiujcmcnte. 


It  seems  impossible  to  issue  this  Verbatim  Report  without 
some  reference  to  those  who  so  larg^ely  contributed  to  the  success 
and  comfort  of  the  Council  meetings. 

The  h:ird  work  and  hearty  goodwill  of  all  members  of  the 
Victoria  Local  Council  were  much  appreciated,  but  those  who  bore 
a  special  share  of  responsibility  ought  to  be  mentioned  here, 
namely,  the  Conveners  of  the  various  Sub-Committees  : — 

Hospitality- Miss  Crease, 

Finance Mrs.  Spofford. 

„,,.,,.  !  Mrs.  W.  Grant. 

PudIic  Meetmgs ,,        ^  , 

*  f  Mrs.  (jroepel. 

Decoration Miss  Davie. 

Social  Entertainment Mrs.  Gordon  Grant. 

Reception  &  Transportation.  Miss  Perrin. 

Press  and   Printing Mrs.  W.  Angus. 

Letters  and  Telegrams Mrs.  \V.  H.  Bone. 

Pages  and  Ushers Miss  Lawson. 

General   Information      Mrs.  Day. 

Reserved   Seats Mrs.    MacFarlane. 

Luncheon  and  Tea Mrs.  Williams. 

The  Council  meetings  were  held  in  the  Lecture  Rooms  of  St. 
.\ndrew's  Church.  The  public  meetings  were  held  in  the  Theatre 
and  in  the  City  Hall,  both  kindly  offered  by  the  Mayor.  A  room 
was  set  apart  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of  letters  and  telegrams. 

A  praver  meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Voung  Women's 
Christian  Association,  was  held  each  morning  at  9.30,  lasting 
twenty  minutes,  and  conducted  by  different  members  of  Council. 

Luncheon  or  tea  was  provided,  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Council,  in  the  parlours  of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  and  was  free  to 
the  Officers  and  Delegates  ;  and  also,  by  special  arrangement,  to 
the  visiting  members  who  were  attending  the  meetings. 

The  arrano-ements  were   as  follows  : — 

Tea,  on  Monday  afternoon,  the  23rd,  for  Members  of  Execu- 
tive, given  by  the  ladies  of  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Churches. 

Luncheon,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th,  given  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Presbvterian  Churches. 
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Luncheon,  on  Thursday,  the  26th,  g-iven  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Episcopal  and  Roman  Catholic  Churches. 

Luncheon,  on  Friday,  the  27th,  given  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Methodist  Churches. 

Luncheon,  on  Monday,  the  30th,  kindly  arranged  at  the  last 
moment  by  the  ladies  of  the  Baptist  Churches. 

The  Entertainments  generously  offered  to  the  officers  and 
delegates  of  the  Council  were  : — 

An  Evening  Reception  at  Bishopsclose,  given  by  the  Bishop 
of  Columbia  and  Miss  Perrin. 

A  Garden  Party  at  Burleigh,  by  invitation  of  Mrs.  James 
Dunsmuir,  which  was  preceded  by  a  delightful  excursion  in  steam 
launches  up  the  Gorge. 

An  Afternoon  Reception  at  Government  House,  given  by  His 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

A  Drive  round  the  City,  given  by  the  City  Council,  which 
concluded  with  a  visit  to  the  new  Parliament  Buildings. 

A  large  number  had  looked  forward,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Pacific  Squadron,  to  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Admiral  and  Consul 
to  visit  the  United  States'  Man-of-War,  "  Iowa";  and  great  was 
their  disappointment  when,  after  gathering  on  the  wharf,  it  ap- 
peared to  be  too  stormy  for  the  ship's  boats  to  be  sent  for  the 
party.  Some  adventurous  spirits  reached  the  vessel  in  other  boats, 
and,  though  completely  drenched,  expressed  themselves  well  re- 
paid for  the  venture. 

A  Garden  Party  at  Mount  Adelaide,  by  invitation  of  Mrs. 
Croft. 

An  Afternoon  Reception  at  Bishopsclose. 

There  were  eighty-one  Delegates  and  Visiting  Members, 
whose  railway  certificates  were  attested  to  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  fifty-six  of  these  received  the  most  delightful  and 
open  hearted  hospitality  from  their  hostesses  in  Victoria. 
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{Preliminary  flDeetinos. 


MONDAY,  JULY  23rd. 

The  Finance  Committee  met  in  the  parlor  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  from  10 
to  11.30  a.m.  Little  business  could  he  done,  as  neither  Statement  nor  letter  had 
arrived  from  the  Treasurer.  The  question  of  the  Life  Membership  Fees  being 
paid  to  the  Guarantee  Fund,  as  well  as  to  the  Council  Aid  Fund,  was  dis- 
cussed, as  the  Hamilton  Local  Council  stated  that  the  Treasurer  had  retained 
one  of  their  Life  Membership  Fees  instead  of  sending  it  on  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Guarantee  Fund,  in  order  to  refund  to  the  Council  Aid  a  Life  Membership 
Fee  already  credited  to  the  Guarantee  Fund.  The  Finance  Committee  resolved 
to  ask  the  Executive  to  pass  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved: — That  it  be  made  clear  to  the  Treasurer  that  the  Council 
understands  from  the  ruling  of  the  President  at  the  last  Annual 
Meeting,  that  fees  for  Life  Membership  may  be  paid  to  the  Guaran- 
tee Fund  and  need  not  necessarily  pass  through  the  Treasurer's 
hands  ;  and  that  the  Hamilton  Local  Council  be  credited  with  the 
$50.00  they  have  subscribed  this  year  and  be  entitled  to  name  two 
Life  Members  at  this  time." 

The  Committees  on  the  Paris  Handbook  and  the  Bureau  of  Information  met 
from  11.30  to  12  o'clock.  Lady  Taylor  presided  and  reports  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Committees  on  Custodial  Care  of  the  Aged  Poor,  on  the  Better  Protec- 
tion of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  the  Custodial  Care  of  Feeble  Minded 
Women,  met  under  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings  from  12  to 
12.30,  when  reports  were  read  and  discussed.  The  Committee  on  Doukhobor 
Work  met  from  12  to  12.30,  when  Lady  Taylor  read  Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon's  admirable 
report. 

The  Press  Committee  met  at  12.30,  with  the  Convener  in  the  chair;  the 
Immigration  Committee,  with  Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  in  the  chair  ;  and  the  Per- 
nicious Literature  Committee  held  an  informal  meeting,  over  which  Mrs.  Mc- 
Quade,  Victoria,  presided,  and  drew  up  a  report  to  be  presented  by  Mrs. 
Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  as  no  report  had  been  received  from  Mrs.  Woodruffe, 
the  Convener. 

The  Executive  Committee  met  in  the  Lecture  Room  of  St.  Andrew's  Church 
at  2  p.m. 

The  resolution  above  referred  to  was  passed  ;  the  names  of  twelve  Life 
Members  were  received  and  adopted;  the  balloting  for  seats  during  the  Council 
meetings  took  place;  nominations  for  Conveners  of  Standing  Committees  were 
made  ;  and  the  offer  of  a  running  longhand  report  of  the  meetings  was  accepted. 

That  afternoon  a  Teachers'  Conference  was  held  in  the  Church  parlors,  and 
business  was  transacted  which  was  brought  later  before  the  Council. 


^ 


Lady  Taylor  and  Officers  of  the  Winnipeg'  Local  Council, 

Taken  at  Government  House,  Winnipeg,  Monday,  16th  July, 


Coldstream  Ranch, 

Where  the  Delegates  were  Entertained  on  Thursday,  July  19th. 
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FIRSX  DAY'S   PROCEEDINGS. 

TUESDAY  JULY  24th,  1900. 


MORNING   SESSION. 

The  first  session  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Meethig-of  the  National 
Council  of  Women  of  Canada  commenced  at  10.30  a.  m.  in  the 
Lecture  Room  of  St.  Andrew's  Presbyterian  Church.  The  meet- 
ing- was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Lady  Taylor,  who  was  in 
the  chair.  The  following-  Officers  were  also  in  attendance  : — Cor- 
responding- Secretary,  Miss  Teresa  F.  Wilson  ;  Recording-  Sec- 
retary, Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings  ;  and  Acting-  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Coad,  representing  Mrs.  Hoodless. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  silent  prayer,  after  which 
an  address  of  welcome  from  the  Victoria  Local  Council  was  given 
by  Miss  Perrin,  President  of  the  Local  Council  and  Provincial  Vice- 
President  for  British   Columbia. 

ADDRESS    OF    WELCOME. 

Madam  President  and  Members  of  the  Council:  — 

It  is  my  privilege  this  morning  as  President  of  the  Local 
Council,  and  on  behalf  of  the  women  of  this  place,  to  welcome  the 
Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of 
Canada  to  the  Capital  City  of  our  Province.  While  doubting  our 
powers  adequately  to  accomplish  so  great  an  undertaking,  we  have 
for  many  years  had  the  wish  and  desire  to  receive  in  Victoria  this 
important  and  representative  body  of  women  workers.  We  fully 
appreciate  the  efforts  it  must  have  cost  the  Executive  of  the 
National  Council  to  organize  and  undertake  so  long  a  journey, 
and  we  trust  that  any  fatigue  or  inconvenience  experienced  on  the 
way  may  in  some  degree  have  been  lessened  by  the  welcome 
received  at  the  different  stopping  places,  by  the  grandeur  and 
beauty  of  the  scenery  and  by  the  assurance  that  the  work  of  the 
Council  has  been  alread}'  considerably  helped  and  strengthened  by 
your  advent. 

We  are  indeed  glad  to  see  here  representatives  from  all  parts 
of  the  Dominion,   and   we   take   it   as   a  high  compliment  and  the 
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clearest  proof  of  the  true  idea  of  union  which  prevails  in  the  work 
of  the  National  Council  that,  while  Annual  Meetings  have  been 
held  on  a  g-rand  scale  in  older  and  larger  cities,  the  Council 
attaches  sufficient  importance  to  the  smaller  centres  of  work  to  be 
willing-  at  no  small  expense  and  trouble  to  visit  the  extreme  limits 
of  the  Dominion  and  thereby  to  give  a  stimulus  and  encouragement 
impossible  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  a  happy  coincidence  that  the  meeting  of  the  National 
Council  should  be  held  in  our  "Queen  City"  in  this  year  of 
Imperial  Union,  when  we  have  been  so  specially  brought  together 
as  a  Dominion  and  as  an  Empire,  when  Canada  has  given  willingly 
of  her  best  for  the  Mother  Country,  when  there  has  been  a  union 
of  heart  and  hand  in  a  time  of  common  danger,  and  when,  we 
believe,  every  Local  Council  in  some  way  or  other  has  had  its 
share  in  assisting  to  send  help  to  our  soldiers  in  South  Africa. 

We  cannot  help  sincerely  regretting  the  absence  of  our  beloved 
Advisory  President,  whose  presence  in  past  years  must  have  been 
an  inspiring  power,  and  who  since  the  commencement  of  the  work 
has  been  its  centre  and  its  guide.  But  we  feel  that  the  Council  is 
still  under  the  leadership  of  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  the  work 
at  heart  ;  and  that  no  better  successor  could  have  been  found  than 
Lady  Taylor,  whom  we  especially  welcome  here  to-day  ;  she  is  no 
stranger  to  us  ;  she  has  honored  our  own  Local  Council  before 
now  with  a  visit,  and  we  are  all  cognizant  of  her  faithful  work 
done  in  Winnipeg  in  the  interests  of  the  Council. 

While  we  to-day  tender  our  welcome  to  one  and  all  of  our 
guests,  w-e  cannot  help  especially  greeting  an  old  friend  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Teresa  F.  Wilson.  Since  the  year  1894  when  she 
was  present  to  help  us  start  this  Local  Council  in  Victoria,  we 
have  known  of  her  good  work  and  untiring  energy  in  the  interests 
of  this  Association,  both  in  this  Dominion  and  in  the  wider  sphere 
of  the  International  Council,  which  held  its  splendid  meetings  in 
London  last  year,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  her  once  more  amongst 
us  and  to  know  that  she  now  belongs  to  the  National  Council  of 
Women  of  Canada. 

For  ourselves — and  I  think  I  may  speak  for  all  the  Councils 
in  British  Columbia,  as  well  as  for  ourselves — we  are  here  as 
learners  ;  our  opportunities  for  meeting  and  hearing  speakers 
and  workers  from  other  parts  of  the  world  are  so  very  few  ; 
our  works  are  small  and  limited  (  not  therefore  necessarily 
easier)  and  we  often  long  to  be  more  in  touch  with  the  ever 
increasing  tide  of  women's  work,  to  get  a  larger  view,  a  higher 
standard,  a  wider  grasp  of  what  is  being  done — but  this  can  only 
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be  by  learning  more  of  the  world  outside  ourselves,  by  the 
enthusiasm  that  comes  from  numbers,  by  just  such  opportunities 
as  are  now  afforded  us  by  this  meeting-  ;  and  we  are  thankful  for 
this  gathering  of  women,  who  have  it  before  them  to  discuss 
some  of  the  complex  problems  that  confront  us  on  every  side  in 
individual,  home  and  national  life.  We  look  forward  with  pleasure 
to  the  papers  that  are  to  be  read  and  we  can  only  hope  that  at  the 
end  of  the  week  we  may  one  and  all  feel  re-invigorated,  and  that 
the  effects  of  this  gathering  may  be  see.n  in  a  higher  ideal,  a  larger 
enthusiasm,  a  truer  consecration, — for  then  and  then  only 

"  Life  is — to  wake  not  sleep. 

Rise  and  not  rest,  but  press 

From  Earth's  level  where  blindly  creep 

Things  perfected,  more  or  less. 

To  the  Heaven's  height,  far  and  steep, 

Where,  amid  what  strifes  and  storms 

May  wait  the  adventurous  quest, 

Power  is  love. 

Lady  Taylor,  in  calling  upon  Miss  Murray  of  St.  John, 
to  reply  to  the  address  of  welcome,  pointed  out  the  appropriate- 
ness of  the  response  being  made  by  a  member  of  the  Local 
Council  of  New  Brunswick.  The  National  Council  had  assembled 
from  all  portions  of  Canada,  had  gathered  its  forces  all  along 
the  route,  and  consequently  it  was  most  fitting  that  the  Atlantic 
should  respond  to  the  Pacific,  embracing  as  it  were  all  the 
vast  realm  that  came  between. 

Miss  Murray  replied  as  follows  : — 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  and  yet  with  some  hesitation  that  I 
rise  to  respond  to  the  warm  welcome  given  by  the  Victoria  Council 
on  this  Pacific  Coast  to  the  delegates  from  all  parts  of  Canada 
including  us  from  the  Maritime  Provinces  on  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic.  I  say,  I  feel  some  hesitation  in  speaking,  for  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  find  words  to  express  my  full  meaning.  Your  warm 
welcome  is  another  instance  of  the  electric  sympathy  which  thrills 
us  Canadians  throughout  this  wide  Dominion  at  the  touch  of 
universal  sentiment,  proving  that  our  hearts  beat  in  unison,  that 
we  are  one  nation,  one  integral  part  of  our  great  British  Empire. 
What  a  wonderful  instance  we  had  last  winter  of  this  unitv — once, 
twice,  three  times,  when  the  glad  news  of  victory  and  relief  flashed 
over  the  wires — then,  almost  simultaneously  from  the  Maritime 
Provinces  to  British  Columbia,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
Hudson  Bay  Territory,  the  national  banner  waved  in  every 
town,    city    and  village. 
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But  we  have  not  only  to  thank  3^011  for  your  warm  welcome, 
but  also  for  the  interesting  and  delig-htful  journey  which  your  kind 
invitation  to  Victoria  has  given  to  us.  Few,  if  any  of  us  could  or 
would  have  undertaken  this  expedition,  had  not  the  National 
Council  called  us  and  had  not  our  President,  Lady  Taylor,  and 
our  indefatigable  Secretary,  Miss  Wilson,  taken  infinite  trouble 
and  pains  to  organize  and  plan,  and  smooth  away  difficulties.  I 
need  not  say  what  a  delightful  trip  it  has  been  ;  it  did  not  seem 
like  a  long  fatiguing  journey,  it  was  like  a  pleasure  excursion. 
We  were  welcomed  with  generous  hospitality  by  members  of  the 
Council  at  Toronto,  at  Port  Arthur,  at  Winnipeg,  at  Brandon,  at 
Regina,  and  at  Vernon,  where  the  Council  were  the  organizers  of 
Lady  Aberdeen's  entertainment.  But  pleasure  is  not  the  onl}'  debt 
we  owe.  We  had  all  heard  of  the  C.  P.  R.,  of  its  grand  scenery, 
of  the  wonderful  engineering  skill  which  constructed  our  Imperial 
Highway,  as  we  love  to  call  it,  but  we  had  but  a  faint  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  reality,  we  simply  did  not  know  the  elevating, 
uplifting  influence  of  it  all.  To  look  up  to  the  great  mountains 
towering-  above  us  ;  to  look  down  to  the  deep  precipices  below 
until  a  dim  feeling  of  the  infinite  came  over  us  ;  to  behold  the 
glaciers,  the  gorges,  the  canyons,  and  that  beautiful  Mt.  Baker 
which  rises  like  a  second  Jungfrau  behind  the  dark  mountains  — 
all  was  overwhelming  ;   we  could  only  exclaim  in   Milton's  words. 

"  These  are  Thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  Good, 

Almighty,  Thine  this  universal  frame, 

This  wondrous  fair  ;  Thyself  how  wondrous  then  ?" 

And  all  this  uplifting  of  our  souls,  this  widening  of  our  minds, 
we  owe  to  your  kind  invitation  to  us  to  visit  you. 

We  believe  this  Council  is  one  of  the  largest  in  numbers,  and 
we  are  glad  it  demonstrates  our  vitality.  When  the  National 
Council  was  first  formed  it  was  said  that  we  ladies  would  soon  tire 
of  our  latest  fad.  Then  after  one  or  two  successful  meetings,  it 
was  supposed  Lady  Aberdeen's  prestige  kept  the  Council  alive  ; 
now  that  Lady  Aberdeen  has  left,  yet  under  Lady  Taylor's  wise 
and  judicious  presidency  a  larger  number  than  usual  have  met  to- 
gether. We  hope  and  think  that  the  meetings  will  be  interesting, 
and  that  Local  Councils  may  gain  fresh  strength  and  confidence, 
even  as  we  try  to  make  each  Local  Council  the  bond  of  union  be- 
tween all  our  Affiliated  Societies. 

I  must  not  occupy  more  time,  for  one  thing  we  women  have 
to  learn  at  these  meetings — and  men  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  we 
do  learn  it — and  that  is,  to  say  a  great  deal  in  a  few  words  ! 
Again  thanking  you  for  your  warm   welcome,  we  assure  you  that 
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when  in  1902  we  receive  the  National  Council  in  St.  John,  on  the 
Atlantic,  we  intend  g^iving-  the  deleg"ates  as  warm  and  cordial  a 
welcome  as  we  have  received  here. 

Lady  Taylor  read  a  cablegfram  from  Lady  Aberdeen  in  reply 
to  the  expression  of  thanks  sent  by  the  delegates  who  had  been 
so  delightfully  entertained  at  the  Coldstream  Ranch  :  "  Delighted 
about  Coldstream.      Heartiest  greeting-s. — Ishbel  Aberdeen." 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  requested  that  the  railway 
certificates  should  at  once  be  handed  in  to  her  for  signature,  after 
which  the  roll  was  called. 

The  President  asked  for  the  reading-  of  the  minutes,  but  the 
Recording  Secretary  announced  that  these  had  been  read  at  the 
close  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  and  had  been  signed  by  the 
Countess  of  Aberdeen. 

correspondence. 
The  following  correspondence  was  then  submitted  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  ; 

Government  house,  Ottawa. 
June  27,   1900. 
Dear  Miss  IVilson : 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  owing  to  an  engagement  at  Winnipeg,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  be  at  Victoria  before  August  1.  I  shall  therefore  be  unable 
to  attend  any  of  your  meetings,  which  1  much  regret. 

i  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  the  Council  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  Lady 
Taylor.  1  know  how  admirably  she  has  fulfilled  her  duties,  and  it  will  be  a 
very  dilificult  matter  to  replace  so  efficient  a  President.  I  am  glad,  however,  to 
hear  that  you  will  still  have  her  with  you  at  Victoria,  and  I  hope  the  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  successful  in  every  way. 

Believe  me. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Sgd.)   MARY  MINTO. 


8th  JULY,  1900. 
Mj  dear  Miss  IVilson  : 

As  1  cannot  have  the  privilege  of  being  present  at  our  National  Council 
Annual  Meeting  at  Victoria,  1  want  you  to  convey  to  our  President  and  my  fel- 
low workers  my  hearty  good  wishes  for  a  pleasant,  helpful  and  resultful  gather- 
ing of  the  Clans.  To  the  Victoria  Local  Council  I  should  like  to  send  a  message 
of  congratulation  and  personal  thanks  for  all  the  hospitality  and  many  good 
things  they  offer,  and  in  which  I  know  1  should  have  had  my  share  had  it  only 
been  possible  for  me  to  have  come  to  Victoria. 

Give  kindly  greetings  to  all  the  Local  Councils  you  may  visit,  as  well  as  to 
all  who  may  hold  me  in  sufficient  kindly  remembrance  as  to  ask  the  question, 
"  And  where  is  Mrs.  Boomer  ?"  I  am,  as  you  know,  generally  on  hand,  and 
my  regrets  at  my  enforced  absence  this  time  are  too  indescribable  for  me  to  at- 
tempt to  put  them  on  paper. 

May  God  be  with  you  all. 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

rSgd.)   H.  A.  BOOMLR. 


6  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

JULY,    1900. 
Honoured  President  and  Members  of  the 

National  Council  of  IVomen  of  Canada. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  being  able  to  meet  together  to-day  on 
such  a  vantage  ground  ;  for  could  anyone  who  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to 
the  reports  of  the  Victoria  and  Vancouver  Island  Local  Council  at  our  last  meet- 
ing ever  forget  its  clear,  clean-cut  declaration  of  "  persistent  effort  to  redress 
wrongs,  to  lighten  burdens,  to  uplift  humanity,  and  to  study  intelligently  the 
great  social  evils  of  the  day,  the  solving  of  which  is  agitating  the  hearts  and 
taxing  the  minds  of  the  men  and  women  not  only  of  this  great  Dominion,  but  of 
the  world."  Such  diction  and  unique  definition  of  our  Council's  aims  brought 
to  my  mind  the  saying  of  a  great  platform  philosopher,  who  exclai.med,  on  read- 
ing the  opening  verses  of  St.  John's  Gospel: — "  They  are  worthy  to  be  written 
in  letters  of  gold." 

Besides  tlie  intense  satisfaction  it  afforded  many  present  to  be  able  to  say 
how  true  it  all  is,  I  have  also  had  the  gratification  of  meeting  such  patriots 
while  prosecuting,  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
extension,  and  urging  the  benefits  of  the  Victorian  Order,  a  few  years  ago. 

Many  of  you  can  also  testify  to  the  unspeakable  advantage  of  coming  in 
contact  with  such  men  and  women  representatives  of  all  lands  as  attended  the 
International  Congress— the  grandest  philanthropic  gathering  that  the  world  has 
ever  witnessed— which  met  in  London  last  June,  sanctioned  and  entertained  by  the 
noblest  woman  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  our  Queen. 

Of  my  own  disappointment  at  not  being  able  to  be  with  you,  1  dare  not 
write,  because  it  is  God's  appointing,  and  I  am  cruly  grateful  to  Him  that  1  can 
still  be  an  Aaron  to  our  chosen  one,  who  so  courageously  undertook  to  lead  us 
on  after  our  irreparable  loss  in  giving  up  our  beloved  and  gracious  commanders — 
the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen. 

Success  must  lie  in  our  perseverance,  and  our  strength  in  unanimity. 

May  the  Seventh  Annual  Aleeting  prove  a  rich  blessing  to  our  country  and 
an  added  incentive  to  all  who  have  the  honour  of  helping  to  make  it  full  of  useful 
women,  as  well  as  of  the  bravest  men,  is  the  prayer  of 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Sgd.)    M.   McDOUGALL. 

Miss  Wilson  explained  that  there  was  a  letter  of  greeting- 
en  route  from  Lady  Aberdeen,  which  had  unfortunately  not  yet 
arrived.  Miss  Wilson  said  she  was  sure  that  none  would  regret 
this  delay  more  than  Lady  Aberdeen  herself. 

The  following-  courteous  letter  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  the  Province,  was  read  by  Miss  Perrin  : 

VICTORIA,  JULY  24,   1900. 
Dear  Miss  Perrin  : 

I  had  the  honour  of  being  present  at  the  meeting  when  Lady  Aberdeen 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada  at  Quebec, 
in  February,  1894.  Since  then  1  have  followed  the  work  of  the  Council  with 
much  interest,  and  am  glad  to  see  it  gaining  ground  year  by  year,  as  its  gener- 
ous purpose  becomes  better  understood. 

1  do  not  know  how  to  express  practically  my  sympathy  with  the  work  of 
the  Council  ;  but  if  you  could  persuade  the  ladies  to  accept  a  cup  of  tea  on 
Wednesday,  at  Government  House,  after  their  afternoon  session,  I  should  look 
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upon  their  acceptance  of  my  invitation  as  a  proof  that  they  give  us  men  credit 
for  appreciating  their  efforts  to  benefit^  mankind,  for  ought  we  not  to  feel  as 
much  interested  in  their  success  as  they  do  themselves. 

Believe  me,  dear  Miss  Perrin, 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Sgd.)    HENRI  JOLY  de   LOTBINIERE. 

Many  gratified  comments  were  evoked  by  the  reading  of  the 
above. 

A  very  encouraging;  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Justice  was 
read  by  Mrs.  Cummings. 

OFFICE  OF  THE   MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE, 
Ottawa,  July  12th,  1900. 
Dear  Mrs.  Cummings  : 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  July  10th,  1  beg  to  state  that  the  changes  in 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  Vagrancy  Act,  provided  for  in  the  Bill  brought  in  by 
me  are  as  follows:  — 

Section  207. — By  substituting  the  following  for  paragraph  (a) 
of  subsection  one  thereof:  — 

"  (a).  Not  having  any  visible  means  of  subsistence,  is  found 
"  wandering  abroad  or  lodging  in  any  barn  or  outhouse,  or  in  any 
"deserted  or  unoccupied  building,  or  in  any  cart  or  wagon,  or  in 
"  any  railway  carriage  or  freight  car,  or  in  any  railway  building, 
"and  not  giving  a  good  account  of  himself,  or  who,  not  having 
'■  any  visible  means  of  maintaining  himself,  lives  without  employ- 
"  ment." 

Section  208,  as  amended  by  chapter  57  of  the  statutes  of 
1894.     By  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following  proviso  :  — 

"  Provided  that  no  aged  or  infirm  person  shall  be  convicted  as 
"  a  loose,  idle,  or  disorderly  person  or  vagrant  for  any  reason 
"  coming  within  paragraph  (a)  of  section  207,  in  the  county  of 
"which  he  has  for  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  been  a 
"  resident." 

The  Bill  has  not  finally  passed  Parliament,  but  you  will  probably  see  by 
the  Parliamentary  proceedings  that  it  has  done  so  before  this  letter  reaches  you, 
in  which  case  the  changes  mentioned  above  will,  with  the  other  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  become  law.  when  the  measures  take  effect. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Sgd.)   DAVID  MILLS. 

By  way  of'  explanation,  the  Recording  Secretary  said  that 
those  who  had  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Council  knew  how 
persistently  endeavors  had  been  made  to  secure  an  amendment  in 
Parliament  to  the  Vagrancy  Act  of  the  Dominion  Criminal  Code, 
but,  by  what  appears  to  have  been  fatality,  the  House  always 
adjourned  when  the  Bill  had  passed  its  second  reading.  (Laughter.) 
Our  petition  had  to  pass  through  the  hands  of  three   Ministers  of 
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Justice,  and  last  year  in  Hamilton,  it  was  understood  that  the  Bill 
had  passed  both  Houses,  and  Lady  Aberdeen  made  an  announce- 
ment to  that  effect.  It  was  afterwards  discovered,  however,  thai 
the  Bill  had  only  passed  the  Senate. 

Since  receiving-  this  letter,  the  Secretary  said  that  she  had 
received  information  that  the  Bill  had  been  passed  and  was  now 
law.      (Applause.) 


President's  Opening  Address. 


Amid  g-reat  applause  Lady  Taylor  rose,  and  delivered  the 
following'  address  : — 

Members  of  the  National  Co2incil  : 

We  are  met  for  our  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  under  new  and 
untried  circumstances.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  are 
without  the  gracious  presence  and  guiding  hand  of  our  beloved 
founder  and  leader,  and  we  shall  miss  the  wise  counsel,  sound 
judgment  and  strong  personality  on  which  we  have  hitherto  re- 
lied. It  is  only  now  when  we  are  separated  from  her  that  we  be- 
gin to  realize  all  that  Lady  Aberdeen  has  been  to  this  Council,  and 
to  understand  in  some  small  measure  what  her  presence  amongst 
us  for  the  short  period  of  five  years  has  been  to  the  women  of 
Canada.  Though  the  representative  of  our  beloved  Sovereign, 
knowing  the  span  of  time  which  was  to  be  the  limit  of  her  resi- 
dence amongst  us,  she  condescended  to  make  herself  one  with  the 
women  of  Canada,  interested  herself  in  our  varied  conditions  of 
life  and  ga^-e  herself  unsparingly  to  whatever  she  thought  w'ould 
bring  comfort  and  well-being  to  any.  Truly  she  had  a  lofty  con- 
ception of  the  responsibilities  of  her  high  position,  and  earnestly 
strove  to  fulfil  her  own  high  ideal.  She  is  separated  from  us,  but 
we  have  not  lost  her.  We  still  may  claim  her  help,  her  advice  and 
influence,  and  sometimes,  we  hope,  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
her  amongst  us.  Nevertheless  we  must  make  earnest  with  the 
fact  that  we  are  taking  up  and  carrying  on  the  work  she  has  so 
nobly  begun.  She  has  left  this  as  a  legacy  to  Canadian  women. 
Let  us  accept  it  with  enthusiasm,  and  strive  with  devoted  perse- 
verance to  redeem  the  pledge  given  her  last  October  that  the  cause 
so  dear  to  her  heart  should  not  suffer  till  she  came  a<rain. 
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This  seventh  year  of  our  history  has  been  a  short  one  of  only 
nuie  months — nine  months  fraug"ht  with  great  issues  to  the 
Empire,  nine  months  of  bitter  war  and  bloodshed,  in  which  Canada 
has  been  honored  in  bearing-  a  share,  giving  freely  of  her  best  that 
she  might  prove  herself  to  be  a  not  unworthy  member  of  the  great 
family  to  which  she  belongs.  The  call  has  come  to  our  sons  to 
serve  and  suffer  and  to  us  to  serve  and  sympathise.  The  National 
Council  of  Women,  embracing  as  it  does  all  ranks  of  women 
workers  from  ocean  to  ocean,  is  so  in  touch  with  the  national  life 
that  many  opportunities  of  service  have  come  to  us  in  helping  for- 
ward some  of  the  great  movements  of  the  year. 

Though  the  Council  has  emphatically  declared  itself  on  the 
side  of  peace  and  arbitration,  when  these  can  be  obtained  with 
honor,  yet  as  peace  with  honor  was  not  possible  to  England,  the 
Council  has  followed  the  movements  of  the  war  with  keenest  in- 
terest and  sympathy,  and  has  shown  itself  ever  ready  to  spend  and 
be  spent  in  the  cause  of  patriotism  and  humanity.  At  the  last 
Annual  Meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  promote  the  secur- 
ing of  aid  for  the  Transvaal  contingents.  This  committee  has  not 
been  called  upon  to  meet,  but  man}'  of  our  Local  Councils  have 
done  excellent  service,  providing  and  sending  off  large  quantities 
of  comforts  for  the  men  on  the  held,  as  well  as  hospital  supplies, 
and  I  trust  that  the  various  Councils  will  in  their  reports  tell  us 
more  fully  what  they  have  done  in  this  connection.  Although  the 
National  Council  took  no  part  in  this  work,  they  were  not  indifferent 
to  it.  As  soon  as  a  way  was  seen  in  which  they  could  help,  the  aid 
of  the  Council  Organization  was  offered  to  the  Red  Cross  Society 
to  establish  branches  of  that  Societv  throughout  Canada.  This 
offer  was  accepted  by  the  Red  Cross  Council,  and  authority  given 
to  form  committees  in  places  where  such  did  not  already  exist. 
There  was  scarcely  a  Local  Council  which  did  not  respond  in  some 
measure,  and  many  of  them  threw  themselves  into  the  work 
with  great  ardor,  organizing  Red  Cross  committees  in  their  own 
towns  and  also  in  towns  in  their  locality  and  province,  fostering 
the  cause  till  a  great  wave  of  enthusiasm  for  the  movement  spread 
over  Canada  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  Though  the  Cana- 
dian Red  Cross  Society  had  for  over  three  years  been  authorized,  it 
was  still  a  small  body,  having  in  January  last  only  five  or  six 
branches.  It  now  numbers  over  fifty  branches,  which  marvellous 
growth  is  in  large  measure  due  to  the  National  Council  of  Women. 

The  eloquent  appeal  made  to  the  Council  last  October  by  Mrs. 
Fitz-Gibbon  on  behalf  of  the  Doukhobor  women,  so  lately  come 
to  our  shores,  must  still  be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to   it,  and    the   outcome  of  this   appeal   is  in 
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part  known  to  all  the  Councils.  The  report  which  will  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Convener  of  that  Committee  will  be  found  very  grati- 
fying, showing  as  it  does  that  the  object  with  which  the  work  was 
begun  is  likely  to  be  attained.  A  loan  of  $763.50  has  been  made 
bv  the  different  Local  Councils  to  establish  sewing  industries  in 
the  Doukhobor  colonies.  Materials  have  been  purchased  and  pre- 
pared and  sent  out  to  be  sewed,  and  the  completed  articles  re- 
turned show  that  the  attainments  of  the  Doukhobor  women  in  the 
art  of  sewing  have  not  been  overstated.  They  excel  in  fine  linen 
drawn  work  and  em.broideries,  which,  with  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Councils,  will  soon  be  known  and  sought  after.  Besides  the 
loan  made  by  Councils,  a  gift  of  50  spinning  wheels,  13  hand- 
looms,  88  box  stoves  and  large  quantities  of  goods  was  made. 
Several  hundreds  of  dollars  also  have  been  forwarded  through  the 
Convener.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon's  en- 
thusiasm and  resourcefulness,  and  I  commend  this  report,  when 
placed  in  your  hands,  to  your  very  careful  study. 

The  great  work  of  preparing  for  the  Paris  Exposition,  a  hand- 
book of  Canadian  women's  work  and  organizations,  has  been  suc- 
cessfully completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, who  entrusted  it  to  us.  I  need  not  enlarge  here  on  the 
labor  involved,  further  than  to  say  that  it  has  been  great,  that  it 
has  been  carefully  and  unselfishly  performed,  and  that  as  a  Council 
we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Drummond  and  the  ladies  as- 
sociated with  her  for  the  compilation  of  this  very  useful  book,  and 
to  our  Secretary,  Miss  Wilson,  for  editing  it.  That  we  have  a 
Secretary  equal  to  a  work  of  this  kind  is  cause  for  congratulation, 
and  shows  how  well  and  wisely  we  made  choice  of  that  officer. 

In  the  reports  of  Local  Councils  to  be  presented,  you  will  find 
that  very  general  interest  in  all  Council  work  has  been  maintained, 
that  many  of  the  Standing  Committees  are  still  actively  pursuing 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  formed,  while  others,  though  they 
may  have  no  marked  progress  to  report,  are  still  standing  to  at- 
tention, watchful  of  the  interests  committed  to  them,  and  ready  to 
act  if  occasion  should  arise,  or  call  be  made  upon  them. 

There  seems  to  be  in  many  quarters  a  mistaken  idea  of  the 
Council  and  its  province.  A  little  thought  would  show  that  the 
Council  should  not  be  expected  to  be  always  before  the  public, 
that  its  most  important  work  must  be  done  quietly  through 
affiliated  Societies  in  suggesting  lines  of  thought  and  securing 
unanimity  and  harmony  of  action.  It  is  a  chain  linking  together 
the  women  workers  in  all  parts  of  the  Dominion,  and  its  highest 
usefulness  must  be  found  in    keeping  all  in  touch  one  with  another, 
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in  lessening-  selfish  localization  and  helping  us  each  to  consider  the 
other  and  to  extend  to  others  the  sympathy  and  support  we  g^rate- 
fully  receive  for  ourselves. 

You  will  be  asked  to  give  consideration  to  the  place  and  work 
of  the  International  Council  of  Women,  an  Executive  meetings  of 
which  has  been  held  in  Paris,  in  June.  As  one  of  the  Federated 
National  Societies  we  must  seek  to  under'stand  the  aims  and  scope 
of  this  vast  organization  which  is  likely  soon  to  encircle  the  world, 
and  find  our  place  in  its  activities,  that  we  may  not  through 
ignorance  or  want  of  appreciation  cause  any  discord  in  the  harmony 
which  is  essential  to  its  life.  This  great  Society  which  seeks  to 
link  together  the  women  of  all  countries  tor  mutual  benefit  can 
only  be  upheld  by  mutual  trust  and  confidence.  While  we  stand 
firmly  for  what  we  believe  to  be  right  and  true,  and  are  careful 
of  our  own  and  our  country's  interest,  we  must  be  large  hearted 
and  considerate  of  the  interests  and  feelings  of  other  nations. 
Here,  as  in  our  own  National  Council,  and  even  to  a  much  greater 
degree,  we  are  called  upon  to  keep  our  motto  ever  before  us,  that 
no  self-seeking-  or  love  of  place  and  power  may  mar  or  endanger 
the  beautiful  structure  we  seek  to  raise. 

As  you  are  aware,  we  have  since  last  Annual  Meeting  had  the 
g-reat  gratification  of  receiving  the  acceptance  by  Her  Excellency, 
the  Countess  of  Minto,  of  the  position  of  Honorary  President  of 
the  National  Council,  and  the  assurance  oi  her  sympathy  and 
hearty  co-operation.  She  attended  the  last  Executive  Meeting  in 
Ottawa,  following  the  business  with  great  interest,  and  her  kind- 
ness in  writing-  on  behalf  of  the  Doukhobor  Women,  to  Her 
Majesty,  through  the  Princess  Beatrice  is,  I  am  sure,  highly  ap- 
preciated by  every  member  of  this  Council.  This  being  a  National 
Council,  embracing-  women  of  all  ranks,  of  many  nationalities  and 
relig-ious  beliefs,  it  is  right  and  fitting  that  we  should  have  as- 
sociated with  us,  as  our  Honorary  President,  the  representattve  of 
our  beloved  Sovereign,  and  I  trust  that  we  shall  at  all  times  accord 
to  her  the  love  and  devotion  which  is  her  due. 

Allow  me  before  closing  to  offer  a  word  of  personal  thanks  to 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  National  Council  for  their  great 
and  uniform  kindness  to  myself  and  unwavering-  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion to  the  Council.  I  accepted  the  office  of  president  with  many 
misgivings,  knowing  only  too  well  my  lack  of  qualification,  and 
feeling-  that  I  was  a  stranger  to  those  in  the  East,  with  whom  I 
was  to  be  more  intimately  associated,  yet  I  have  met  on  all  hands 
the  greatest  kindness  and  forbearance,  while  our  beloved  and 
honored  Advisory  President  has  done  much  to  inspire  me  with  hope 
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and  courag^e.  I  feared  for  a  time  that  owing-  to  ill-health  I  should 
be  obliijed  to  retire,  but  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  many 
members  of  the  Council  I  have  allowed  my  renomination  to  stand. 

I  shall  hope  to  discuss  with  you  in  Executive  Meeting-  the 
prospects  for  the  coming-  year  and  will  now  ask  that  we  proceed 
to  the  business  before  us  with  humble  and  earnest  purpose, seeking- 
only  in  all  our  deliberations  that  peace  and  purity  and  truth  may 
be  advanced  to  the  upbuilding-  and  establishment  ot  our  national 
life,  in  rig-hteousness. 

These  remarks  were  received  with  g-reat  enthusiasm  and  the 
President  was  then  presented  with  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  roses. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Report  was  submitted  by  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 


SEVENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE    NATIONAL 
COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN    OF  CANADA. 


The  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada  has  now  com- 
pleted its  seventh  year  of  existence,  which  has  not  proved  by  any 
means  its  least  successful  period  of  work. 

A  deputation  waited  on  Her  Excellency  the  Countess  of  Minto 
in  December,  to  invite  her  to  become  Honorary  President  of  the 
Council,  to  which  she  was  graciously  pleased  to  consent.  We 
have  our  Founder  still  with  us  as  Advisory  President,  and  keenly 
interested  in  the  welfare,  not  only  of  the  Council,  but  of  each  one 
closely  connected  with  it.  We  have,  moreover,  been  hig-hly 
favoured  by  having-  had  as  President  for  this  past  year  one  who 
has  won  the  confidence  and  admiration  of  us  all,  while  those  who 
have  worked  with  her  know  how  fortunate  the  Council  has  been  in 
securing-  such  a  head  and  in  doing-  everything-  possible  to  retain 
her  in  that  position.   ' 

Since  our  last  Annual  Meeting-  in  Hamilton,  nine  months  ag-o, 
one  Nationally  Org-anized  Society,  the  National  Home  Reading- 
Union,  has  been  formed  and  has  federated  with  us.  We  have  no 
new  Local  Councils  to  report  ;  but  we  have  every  hope  that  one 
may  shortly  be  formed  at  Whitby  in   Ontario. 

The  National  Executive  has  met  but  three  times  durin-o-  the 
current  year.  Once  at  Hamilton,  directly  after  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing, when  Mr.    Gilbert   Parker  addressed  a  few  words  to  us  and 


AVOMEX    OF    CANADA.  1 3 

assured  us  of  his  sympathy  with  our  work.  This  was  our  farewell 
to  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen  as  First  President  of  the  Council, 
which  threw  a  shadow  over  what  was  otherwise  the  pleasant 
termination  of  a  most  happy  and  helpful  time. 

The  next  Executive  was  held  in  Toronto  on  the  25th  of 
January.  At  this  meeting-  the  plans  of  the  Standing  Committee 
for  Raising-  a  Loan  for  the  Doukhobor  Women  were  discussed  and 
approved.  It  was  decided  that  the  Kingston  resolution  petition- 
ing the  Ontario  Government  to  renew  tiie  monument  to  Lord 
Sydenham,  destroyed  when  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Kingston  was 
burned  down,  be  sent  round  to  Local  Councils  and  Nationally 
Organized  Societies  for  their  signature  if  approved.  This  was 
done,  and  the  petition  with  the  signatures  attached  was  presented 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council,  with  the  result  that  the 
Provincial  Government  have  voted  the  sum  of  $500.00  and  have 
placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Council  of  Kingston,  which  has 
formed  a  Committee  to  attend  to  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monu- 
ment. Another  point  of  importance  was  discussed  at  this  meet- 
ing, and  it  was  one  which  cannot  but  be  recognized  as  justifying 
more  and  more  the  existence  of  the  National  Council.  We  were 
approached  through  our  President  by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  and 
asked  to  assist  them,  by  means  of  our  org^anisation,  in  the  national 
and  patriotic  work  of  forming  Branches  of  the  Red  Cross  Society 
throughout  the  Dominion.  It  was  decided  that  we  should  do  so, 
and  we  threw  ourselves  into  the  work  with  energy.  Instructions 
were  sent  to  each  Local  Council,  with  literature  on  the  subject  and 
numerous  letters  from  our  President,  asking  Mayors  of  towns  and 
others  to  interest  themselves  in  the  formation  of  these  Societies. 
Wherever  a  Local  Council  exists  now,  there  is,  I  believe,  a  Branch 
of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  and  many  others  recently  formed  have 
been  helped  into  existence  by  the  efforts  of  some  of  our  members. 
The  Vice-President  for  Ontario  has  been  specially  active  in  the 
carrying-  out  of  this  work.  At  this  same  Executive  we  were  asked 
to  approve  of  the  formation  of  a  Canadian  Household  Economic 
Association,  as  it  was  felt  that  the  approval  of  the  Council  would 
be  a  help  and  encouragement  to  those  interested  in  the  success  of 
this  important  movement. 

A  deputation  of  the  Council  ladies,  including  several  of  the 
National  Officers,  waited  on  the  Hon.  G.  W.  Ross,  Prime  Minister 
for  Ontario,  to  lay  before  him  the  resolution  drawn  up  at  our  last 
Annual  Meeting  ;r  Feeble-Minded  Women  and  Care  of  the  Aged 
Poor.  He  received  the  information  collected  by  the  Standing 
Committees  on  these  two  subjects  with  great  interest  and  promised 
to  look  into  them  carefully. 
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Our  third  Executive  was  held  at  Ottawa  on  the  15th  of  May, 
when  we  had  a  very  representative  gathering.  Her  Excellency, 
our  Honorar}'  President,  honoured  us  v.'ith  her  presence  during  the 
morning  session,  and  we  also  had  with  us  the  President  and 
General  Officers,  Lady  Laurier,  five  of  our  eight  Provincial  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  many  direct  representative  of  Local  Councils  and 
Nationally  Organized  Societies.  The  principal  business  on  hand 
was  the  arrangements  for  the  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  in 
Victoria,  B.  C,  in  July.  Lady  Ritchie,  as  representative  of  Lady 
Aberdeen,  read  a  letter  from  her  inviting  the  delegates  to  stop  and 
spend  a  day  at  Coldstream,  Lord  Aberdeen's  ranch  near  Vernon. 
At  this  meeting  a  petition  was  presented  to  Her  Excellency  for 
transmission  to  Her  Majesty,  praying  her  to  intercede  with  the 
Czarina  on  behalf  of  the  exiled  husbands  and  fathers  of  the 
Doukhobor  Women  now  resident  in  Canada. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  on  our  table,  during  the 
Executive  Meeting,  the  seven  volumes  of  the  "International  Council 
and  Congress  Transactions,"  edited  by  Lady  Aberdeen  and  pre- 
sented by  her  to  the  National  Council.  There  was  so  much  busi- 
ness on  hand  that  unfortunately  but  little  time  could  be  spared  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Memorandum  drawn  up  by  the  President 
of  the  International  Council.  The  position  of  International 
Patrons,  as  outlined  by  the  President,  and  International  Finance 
were  subjects  requiring  attention.  Lady  Taylor  appointed  as  her 
r^  representative  at  the  International  Executive  held  in  Paris  on  July 
25,  Mrs.  Dignam  of  Toronto,  who  was  to  be  in  Paris  on  that  date. 
i  The  Executive  also  drew  up  a  resolution  appointing  certain  mem- 
bers of  Council  who  would  be  in  Paris  throughout  the  summer, 
and  others  whom  the  National  Council  might  hear  of,  as  an  infor- 
mal Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada,  to 
take  part  in  any  woman's  movement  going  on  during  the  Interna- 
tional Exhibition,  with  Madame  Dandurand,  the  Honorary  Lady 
Commissioner,  as  Convener. 

The  Handbook  of  Canadian  women's  work,  prepared  for  this 
Exhibition,  has  been  the  clicf  (Voetivrc  of  the  Council,  both  Local 
and  National,  during  the  past  year,  for  members  of  every  Local 
Council  have  been  on  one  or  other  of  the  Sub-Committees  of  Ar- 
rangements, or  have  in  some  way  been  associated  with  the  work 
which  we  earnestly  hope  will  be,  not  only  a  memorial  of  the 
energy  and  zeal  of  those  who  have  compiled  the  mass  of  informa- 
tion contained  in  this  volume,  but  also  of  what  Canadian  women 
as  a  whole  and  individually  are  doing  and  are  capable  of  doing. 
The  Handbook  is  now  published,  and  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments is  anxious  to  distribute  the  one   thousand   copies   presented 
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to  them  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  the  very  best  advan- 
tage. All  further  details  about  the  volume  will  be  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  later  on. 

Many  new  Life  Members  have  been  made  this  year  in  accord- 
ance with  the  arrangement  decided  upon  at  our  last  Annual  Meet- 
ing, that  for  every  S25.00  sent  in  to  the  National  Council,  the 
name  of  one  Life  Member  may  be  sent. 

The  Council  will  learn  with  regret  of  the  unfortunate  illness 
of  Miss  Carty,  President  of  the  Toronto  Local  Council,  which  has 
prevented  her  taking  part  in  the  work  of  that  Council  tor  the 
greater  part  of  this  year. 

The  National  Council  has  joined  the  Information  Bureau  of 
the  Women's  Institute  in  Great  Britain,  recommended  to  them  by 
the  International  Council.  The  subscription  of  ids.  6d.  gives  the 
Council  the  right  to  ask  a  certain  number  of  questions  free  of 
charge  every  year,  and  also  admits  any  members  of  our  Council 
visiting  London  to  the  other  privileges  of  the  Institute.  We  hope 
that  this  Bureau  will  be  taken  advantage  of  and  that  any  Local 
Councils  desirous  of  information  on  any  subject  which  they  think 
can  be  procured  in  this  way,  will  communicate  with  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  at  our  own  Headquarters'   Oifice. 

The  Amendments  to  the  Criminal  C'ode  proposed  by  the 
National  Council  have  again  been  brought  up  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  and  have  at  last  become  law,  although  Mr.  Davin's 
amendment  concerning  the  presentation  of  immoral  plays,  for 
which  he  asked  the  support  of  the  Council,  has  been  thrown  out. 
These  alterations  to  the  Criminal  Code,  of  which  more  will  be 
heard  in  the  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees,  adds  another  to 
our  long  list  of  achievements. 

There  cannot  but  be  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  and  of  pride  in 
the  minds  of  all  who  consider  the  position  of  the  National  Council 
and  the  part  that  it  has  taken  during  the  past  year  in  the  national 
life  and  history  of  the  country  ;  and  although  there  are  still  many 
who  believe  that  we  are  nothing  but  a  number  of  advanced  women 
in  disguise,  we  are  thankful  that  there  are  still  more  who  recognise 
our  work  and  who  see  more  and  more  clearly  the  high  ideal  that 
we  set  before  us. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

TERESA  F.   WILSON, 

Correspondi?ig  Secretary. 
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Upon  motion  of  Miss  Wilson,  seconded  by  Mrs.  McEvven, 
Brandon,  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  annual  financial  statement  of  the  Treasurer  was  called 
for,  but  Mrs.  Coad,  Acting-  Treasurer,  explained  that  the  state- 
ment had  only  just  arrived,  and  she  asked  to  be  allowed  to  look  it 
over  before  submitting^  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  appointment  of  returning- 
of^ficers  and  tellers  for  the  voting-  during-  the  meeting-s  ;  Mrs. 
Spofford,  Mrs.  Gould,  Miss  Cameron,  Victoria,  and  Mrs.  Betts, 
New  Westminster,  being  appointed  for  this  purpose. 


REPORTS  FROM  PROVINCIAL  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


The  reports  from  the  Provincial  Vice-Presidents  were  sub- 
mitted, but  these  being-,  as  usual,  abstracts  of  the  reports  of  Local 
Councils  to  be  found  in  Appendix  "A"  of  this  volume,  are  not 
inserted  here. 

Miss  Murray,  St.  John,  in  reading  the  report  for  New 
Brunswick,  mentioned  that  Lady  Tilley  had  not  referred  to  her 
work  in  the  Red  Cross  Society,  which  was  making  successful 
progress  throughout  the  Province.  Lady  Tilley  had  spent  the 
whole  winter  in  organizing  in  this  direction. 

Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  in  submitting  the  report  of 
Prince  Edward  Island,  explained  that  there  was  only  one  Council 
in  that  Province — in  Charlottetown,  and  it  was  making  satisfac- 
tory progress. 

Mrs.  McEwen,  Vice-President  for  Manitoba,  submitted  the 
report  for  that   Province. 

The  report  for  Assiniboia  was  then  called  for,  but  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  explained  that  Mrs.  Flood  Davin,  the  Vice- 
President,  had  been  unavoidably  detained  in  Ottawa. 

Mrs.  R.  L,  Borden's  report  for  Nova  Scotia  was  read  by 
Mrs.  Beaven,  Victoria. 

Miss  Crease,  Victoria,  representing  Miss  Perrin,  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  British  Columbia,  submitted  the  report  for  that  Province. 

Madame  Thibaudeau's  report  for  Quebec  was  read  by  Miss 
Reid,  Montreal. 
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Some  misapprehension  having-  apparently  existed  on  the  part 
of  Provincial  Vice-Presidents,  regarding  the  nature  of  their  reports, 
Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 

"Resolved: — That  fuller  instructions  be  drawn   up  for  the  use  of 
the  Vice-Presidents  in  the  future,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  re- 
'ports  they  are  asked  to  forward  to  the  National  Council." 

The  Recording  Secretary  seconded  this  resolution  and  said 
that  she  was  glad  the  matter  had  been  brought  up  in  order  that 
the  Vice-Presidents  might  better  understand  what  was  required  of 
them.  She  pointed  out  that  such  Vice-Presidents  as  had  only  one 
or  two  Local  Councils  in  their  Provinces  could  report  much  more 
fully  than  those  who  presided  over  Provinces  where  five,  or  even 
seven  Local  Councils  exist. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  was  also  pleased  that  the 
matter  had  been  brought  up,  for  she  had  felt  the  need  of  more 
definite  instructions  to  send  to  Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Cummings  further  pointed  out  that  Lady  Aberdeen's 
idea  had  been  to  obtain,  by  means  of  .these  reports,  a  bird's-eye 
view,  as  it  were,  of  the  Council's  work  in  each  Province. 

Miss  Wilson  read  the  note  in  the  agenda  on  this  subject,  as 
follows: —  "In  accordance  with  the  custom  of  former  years,  Pro- 
vincial Vice-Presidents  are  asked  to  present  a  short  general  state- 
ment, not  exceeding  1,000  words  in  length,  of  the  work  of  the 
National  Council  in  their  respective  Provinces.  The  reports  of  the 
Local  Councils  and  Nationally  Organized  Societies  will  be  printed 
and  circulated  during  the  meeting,  if  sent  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  in  time." 

Miss  Murray,  St.  John,  explained  that  at  the  last  meeting- 
she  was  under  the  impression  that  short  reports  were  required. 
She  found,  however,  that  others  were  submitting  full  reports,  so 
in  order  that  her  Province  might  be  represented  in  as  extended  a 
report  as  the  others,  she  inserted  interpolations  and  other  re- 
marks which  made  her  report  a  full  one. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried. 

Lady  Taylor  said  that  as  soon  as  the  required  instructions 
had  been  drawn  up  by  the  Executive  Committee,  she  would  send 
a  circular  letter  containing-  these  to  each  of  the  Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  of  the  Victoria  Hospitality  Committee, 
announced  that  an  excursion  for  the  Delegates  had  been  arrang-ed 
for  that  afternoon  to  the  Gorge,  an  arm  of  Victoria  harbour,  famed 
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all  over  the  coast  for  the  beauty  of  its  scenery.  Mrs.  Grant  also  read 
a  letter  received  from  Mrs.  James  Dunsmuir,  wife  of  the  Premier, 
inviting  the  Delegates  to  tea  at  her  beautiful  residence  overlooking- 
The  Arm.  This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  the  kind  invi- 
tation of  Sir  Henri  Joly  to  tea  at  Government  House,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Wednesday,  was  also  accepted.  , 

Lady  Taylor  brought  up  the  subject  of  having  a  group  taken 
of  the  Delegates,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  photograph  be 
taken  at  Bishopsclose.  This,  it  was  pointed  out,  was  in  acccord- 
ance  with  the  desire  of  Lady  Aberdeen. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  directed  attention  to  a  letter  ap- 
pearing in  the  morning  paper,  signed  by  two  members  of  the  Vic- 
toria Aberdeen  Association,  as  follows: — 

'•  SIR  :  In  the  list  of  the  delegates,  presumably  representing 
various  Associations,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Women's  Council  now 
taking  place  in  this  city,  we  note  the  names  of  two  ladies  set  forth 
as  representing  "the  Aberdeen  Association."  In  the  interest  of 
truth,  and  in  justice  to  the  public,  we  are  bound  to  state  that  these 
ladies  are  neither  members  of  the  Victoria  Aberdeen  Association, 
nor  have  they  ever  been  in  any  way  connected  with  it.  They  can 
know  nothing  of  the  work,  having  never  attended  a  meeting  or 
done  up  one  parcel  of  the  many  hundreds  that  have  been  sent  out 
during  our  past  four  years  of  quiet  and  unostentatious  work. 

The  Local  Women's  Council  have  neither  by  word  or  letter 
ever  once  consulted  the  Victoria  Aberdeen  Association  or  taken 
even  the  smallest  practical  interest  in  our  work,  which  has  been 
accomplished  like  so  much  other  effective,  self-sacrificing  and 
Christian  work  in  our  city,  in  quietness  and  silence,  and  hence 
naturally  without  any  assistance  or  notice  from  the  Local  Women's 
Council." 

CSigned)   ELIZABETH  TURNER, 

President. 

EMILY  E.  CHURCH, 

Secret  aiy. 

Lady  Taylor  :  There  certainly  must  be  some  misunderstand- 
ing in  this  matter.  These  ladies  have  confused  the  Local  Society 
of  the  Aberdeen  Association  with  the  National  Society  of  the 
Aberdeen  Association,  which  has  its  head  office  at  Ottawa.  Like 
other  Nationally  Organized  Societies  in  federation  with  the  Coun- 
cil, there  are  branches  all  over  Canada,  and  their  reports  are  sub- 
mitted by  the  two  representatives  of  the  Central  Organization, 
The  Local  Society  of  the  Aberdeen  Association,  however,  has  not 
affiliated  with  the  Local  Council  in  Victoria,  and,  consequently,  we 
don't  know  them.  I  hope  that  the  Victoria  Society  will  become  affili- 
ated with  the  Local  Council,  but  the  first  move  should  come  from 
that  Society.     The  Victoria  Council    did    not   make  any    appoint- 
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ment  of  representatives,  but  were  asked  to  present  the  names  of 
those  who  would  be  willing  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
Aberdeen  Association  at  the  Council.  The  appointment  was 
made  by  me,  through  the  Victoria  Council. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  pointed  out  that  the  Local  Coun- 
cil would  not  be  justified  in  noticing-  the  Victoria  Aberdeen  Asso- 
ciation under  the  circumstances,  and  in  fact  it  would  be  impertinent 
for  the  Local  Council  to  do  so. 

Mrs.    Thorburn,  Ottawa,  spoke  on  the  same  lines. 


REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


The  reports  from  the  Standing-  Committees  next  came  up  for 
consideration.  Those  from  the  Committees  on  Laws  for  the 
Better  Protection  of  Women  and  Children  and  the  Custodial 
Care  of  Feeble  Minded  Women  were  deferred  to  a  private  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Report  from  the  Convener  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pernicious  Literature,  the  following  Report,  drawn  up 
at  the  meeting  of  Committee  on  the  previous  day,  was  read  by 
Miss  FitzGibbon. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON    PERNICIOUS 

LITERATURE. 


The  widespread  and  insidious  character  of  the  evil  which  threatens  the 
homes  of  our  people  in  the  circulation  of  pernicious  reading  matter,  pictures,  and 
the  like,  makes  the  work  of  this  Committee  particularly  important,  for,  by 
means  of  the  Sub-Committees  in  the  Local  Councils  and  Nationally  Organized 
Societies,  much  information  has  been  gleaned  and  many  thousands  of  parents 
have  been  put  on  their  guard  concerning  the  matter. 

From  all  sides  come  reports  of  indecent  advertisements  and  impure  circulars 
that  have  been  left  at  the  doors  of  houses,  or  that  have  been  received  by  children 
through  the  mail,  offering  for  a  small  sum  of  money,  or  in  return  for  the  names 
and  addresses  of  their  companions,  some  remedy  or  book  which  should  never  be 
known  of,  or  seen  by  the  youth  of  our  land.  These  are  matters  that  cannot  be 
dealt  with  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  which  therefore  call  for  ceaseless  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  all  mothers  and  those  who  have  the  care  of  young  people. 

in  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. ,  Mrs.  Richard  Johnson  was  one  of  a  Committee  to 
investigate  this  matter,  who  found  large  quantities  of  degrading  reading  matter 
addressed  to  young  men  and  women,  chiefly  students  at  our  colleges  and  public 
schools,  and  through  her  efforts  the   Post  Office  authorities  have  from  time  to 
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time  destroyed  such  printed  matter.  The  addresses  seem  to  have  been  taken 
from  accounts  of  school  examinations  in  the  newspapers,  in  Montreal  the 
Local  Council  have  with  some  measure  of  success  prevented  the  addresses  of 
houses  of  ill-fame  being  printed  in  the  police  reports. 

There  is  also  another  class  of  injurious  literature  being  disseminated, 
namely,  cheap  volumes  with  attractive  titles  exposed  for  sale  in  the  ordinary 
book  shops,  purchased  by  the  vendors  from  wholesale  news  agencies  without 
knowledge  of  their  contents.  These  books  are  purchased  by  young  girls  em- 
ployed in  small  shops  and  read  during  unoccupied  hours.  There  is  also,  I  am 
told,  a  system  of  lending  libraries,  where,  upon  the  payment  of  half  the  original 
price,  these  books  may  be  exchanged,  the  first  price  being  ten  cents.  These 
works  are  not  in  all  cases  absolutely  definite  in  their  suggestions  of  evil,  but 
they  convey  such  a  distorted  view  of  life  that  they  must  exert  a  deteriorating 
influence  on  the  minds  and  lives  of  their  readers.  An  effort  might  be  made  to 
supply  a  better  class  of  literature  to  crowd  out  such  books,  and  suggestions 
might  be  made  to  the  retail  vendors  to  be  more  careful  in  their  selection.  A 
case  was  recently  before  the  courts  indicting  some  individual  retail  dealers  for 
the  sale  of  such  works,  the  plea  advanced  in  defence  being  that  they  took  what 
was  offered  them  by  the  wholesale  news  dealers.  A  way  to  neutralize  the 
spread  of  these  works  in  small  places  would  be  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
of  one  or  two  ladies  to  look  at  the  new  books  brought  to  the  retail  shops  and 
draw  the  attention  of  the  dealers  to  those  of  a  pernicious  nature. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

EMILY  CUMMINGS.       -^ 
MINNIA    I.  GARDINER. 
MARY  AGNES  FITZGIBBON. 


Mrs.   Cummings  read  the  Report  of  the  Standing   Committee 
on  the  Care  of  the  Aged  Poor  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON   THE 
CARE  OF  THE  AGED  AND   INFIRM   POOR. 


Your  Committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  important  subject  of  the 
Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Poor  seems  to  be  attracting  more  of  the  attention 
of  thinking  people,  outside  the  workers  connected  with  charitable  institutions, 
than  was  formerly  the  case.  More  and  more  intelligent  study  of  cause  and 
effect,  of  preventive  measures,  and  of  the  conditions  that  tend  to  moral  and 
social  uplifting  is  engaging  the  minds  of  progressive  men  and  women  who  feel 
that  they  are  dealing  with  problems  that  seriously  concern  the  National  life  of 
our  country. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  express  their  sincere  pleasure  in  the  fact  that  the 
petition  presented  to  the  Dominion  Government  by  the  National  Council  asking 
for  an  amendment  to  the  Criminal  Code  of  the  Dominion,  so  that  the  respectable 
Aged  and  Infirm  Poor  should  not  be  committed  to  jail  under  the  terms  of  the 
existing  Vagrancy  Act,  has  been  granted,  this  amendment  having  been  passed 
last  week  by  the  House  of  Commons,  as  it  was  passed  last  session  by  the  Senate, 
and  is  therefore  now  the  law  of  the  Dominion.  Your  Committee  would  therefore 
beg  to  suggest  that  a  resolution  of  appreciation  and  thanks  be  sent  from  this 
Council  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Justice  tor  his  kindness  in  inserting  this 
amendment  into  the  bill  at  the  request  of  the  National  Council. 


WOMEN    OF    CANADA.  21 

The  Local  Councils  of  Ontario,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  National  Council,  petitioned  the  Local  Legislature  to  adopt 
a  law  similar  to  the  one  in  force  in  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  and 
New  Brunswick,  which  makes  it  compulsory  for  the  relatives  of  the  poor  to  con- 
tribute to  their  maintenance  when  they  are  in  a  position  to  do  so.  That  there 
should  be  any  need  for  such  a  law  is  indeed  sad,  but  that  the  need  is,  unfortun- 
ately, very  real,  all  charity  workers  well  know.  The  Premier  of  Ontario  received 
the  deputation  very  kindly,  and  has  since  written  concerning  the  matter,  "  I  shall 
be  very  glad  if  sometime  the  relief  so  strongly  pressed  upon  us  by  the  Local 
Councils  can  be  afforded."  Your  Committee  have  not  heard  whether  the  Local 
Councils  in  the  other  Provinces,  where  this  excellent  law  does  not  already  exist, 
have  approached  their  Provincial  Legislatures  with  regard  to  the  matter. 

Reports  have  been  received  by  the  Convener  from  the  Sub-Committees  in 
the  following  Local  Councils: — Toronto,  Kingston,  Quebec,  Winnipeg  Charlotte- 
town,  Vernon  and  New  Westminster. 

Mrs.  Henry  Thompson,  Convener  of  the  Toronto  Sub-Committee,  states  that, 
according  to  the  last  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Jails  and  Prisons  in  Ontario, 
there  were  2109  persons  in  the  jails,  committed  under  the  terms  of  the  Dominion 
Vagrancy  Act,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  aged  and  infirm  men  and  women  whose 
only  crime  is  that  of  poverty,  and  this  sad  fact  is  much  deplored  by  the  Inspec- 
tor as  being  not  only  unfair  to  the  poor  themselves,  but  as  also  being  disastrous 
to  the  country,  as  the  crowded  condition  of  the  jails  makes  classification  of  the 
prisoners  impossible.  There  are  in  Ontario  40  Houses  of  Refuge  and  IS  County 
Homes  for  the  Poor,  but  the  number  should  be  largely  increased  to  make  pro- 
vision for  those  who  are  now  in  the  jails.  The  present  number  of  aged  and 
infirm  poor  in  the  5  institutions  into  which  they  are  received  in  Toronto  is  as 
follows: — House  of  Industry,  243;  House  of  Providence,  691;  Aged  Woman's 
Home,  57;  the  Church  Home,  35;  Old  Folks'  Home,  23;  Total,  1049  At  the 
same  time  the  number  of  aged  and  infirm  poor  who  have  been  committed  to  the 
City  Jail  as  vagrants  averages  25.  The  cost  of  living  per  capita  in  the  said 
Institutions  is: — House  of  Industry  $1.50  per  week.  House  of  Providence  50c.  to 
$2.00  per  week.  Aged  Woman's  Home  $7.00  to  $12.00  a  month,  Church  Home 
$5.00  to  $16.00  a  month.  Old  Folks'  Home  $5.00  and  upwards  a  month. 

Miss  AAachar,  Convener  of  the  Kingston  Sub-Committee,  says  that  her 
Committee  deplores  the  general  lack  of  sympathy  with  and  interest  in  the  "aged 
worn-out  worker,  which  so  often  results  in  his,  or  her,  commitment  to  jail,  or 
their  being  sent  to  board  with  other  poor  people  at  rates  that  imply  starvation 
fare."  Among  the  reasons  given  by  MissMachar  for  this  indifference  are:  1st, 
the  undoubted  fact  that  with  many  of  the  poor  their  previous  record  may 
not  have  been  of  the  best;  intemperance,  thriftlessness,  laziness,  or  even  vice 
having  aided  their  downfall,  and  so  it  is  thought  that  anything  is  good  en()ugh 
for  them,  and  there  is  too  great  a  readiness  to  judge  all,  and  condemn  all  en 
masse,  and  "to  contemptuously  style  all  as  paupers."  Young  and  old,  feeble 
minded  and  normal,  respectable  and  degraded,  are  too  often  to  be  found  in  the 
same  institution  through  lack  of  means  and  intelligent  interest,  and  she  therefore 
urges  the  establishment  of  convenient  central  District  Homes  for  the  respectable 
poor,  thus  leaving  the  local  almshouses  for  the  waifs  and  strays, who,  however, 
should  be  individually  watched,  and  their  moral  improvement  made  an  object  in 
caring  for  them.  For  this  reason  those  appointed  as  Superintendents  of  such 
institutions  should  be  drawn  from  a  class  of  workers  who  have  had  special 
training  for  this  work.  They  should  also  have  a  knowledge  of  hygiene,  and  be 
possessed  of  kindly  Christian  sympathy,  with  faith  in  the  possibilities  of  better- 
ment, even  for  the  least  promising.     The  importance  of  providing  a  little  simple 
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work  for  the  agecl  poor  in  the  Institutions,  in  order  to  reh'eve  the  tedium  of  en- 
forced idleness,  and  the  need  of  women  inspectors  for  places  where  women  are 
housed,  are  matters  much  urged  by  the  Kingston  Committee. 

Mrs.  Bryce,  Convener  of  the  Winnipeg  Sub-Committee,  says  :  "Quite  a 
number  of  old  people,  particularly  old  women,  are  gathering  into  our  city  and  it 
is  becoming  a  problem  what  to  do  with  them,  for  they  object  so  strongly  to 
going  into  an  institution.  When  they  are  infirm  they  are  sent  to  the  Home  for 
Incurables.  Sometimes  in  winter  the  City  Relief  Committee  has  to  supply  one 
single  old  woman  in  a  room  with  as  much  fuel  as  would  warm  a  dozen  and  do 
their  cooking  as  well,  and  it  has  been  proposed  to  put  four  of  them  to  live  to- 
gether in  one  apartment  or  small  house.  It  is  sad  to  find  that  sometimes  the 
relatives  of  old  people  plan  to  get  the  city  to  pay  for  keeping  those  whom  they 
are  under  a  moral  obligation  to  support." 

Mrs.  Bayfield,  Convener  of  the  Sub-Committee  in  Chariottetown,  sends  the 
following  brief  report: —  "  We  beg  to  report  that  our  Province  makes  no  provis- 
ion for  the  Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Poor,  save  a  most  uncomfortable  "  Poor 
House."  We  have  tried  in  our  Local  Council  to  ventilate  the  idea  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  "  Old  Woman's  Home,"  but  unfortunately  very  little  interest  is 
taken  in  the  matter.  If  some  plans  for  such  Homes  were  put  before  the  National 
Council  perhaps  it  would  draw  the  attention  of  our  members  to  this  much  needed 
work." 

For  the  Quebec  Sub-Committee,  Mademoiselle  Routhier  reports  the  fact  that 
a  Priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  having  made  a  visitation  of  the  whole 
Province  of  Quebec,  in  order  to  investigate  thoroughly  the  condition  of  the  aged 
and  infirm  poor  has,  since  his  return,  preached  some  sermons  on  the  subject 
that  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention.  The  provisions  made  for  the  care 
of  these  people  he  considers  to  be  quite  inadequate,  especially  for  people  of  feeble 
mind.  In  some  villages,  he  found  there  were  as  many  as  15  of  the  latter  class  of 
defectives,  unattended,  and  a  real  misery  to  themselves  and  others.  As  a  result 
of  his  enquiries,  the  Archbishop  has  authorized  the  establishment  of  another 
institution  for  the  care  of  the  infirm  poor. 

Mrs.  Hill,  on  behalf  of  the  New  Westminster  Sub-Committee,  makes  the 
following  report: — "As  far  as  we  know  there  is  no  provision  made  in  British 
Columbia  for  our  poor  Ageb  and  Infirm  Women.  At  Kamloops  there  is  a  Home  for 
Men,  and  at  the  Royal  Columbian  Hospital  in  our  City  there  is  a  provision  made 
for  them  where  they  are  cared  for  at  the  expense  of  the  Provincial  Government, 
but  for  the  poor  women  there  is  nothing.  The  Local  Council  have  cared  for 
those  cases  which  we  have  known  of,  and  fortunately  they  were  few." 

On  behalf  of  the  Montreal  Local  Council,  Mrs.  Cox  says  there  is  nothing  to 
add  to  their  report  of  last  year,  and  the  Sub-Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
provision  made  for  the  poor  of  that  city  is  ample. 

A  very  cheering  report  is  made  by  'V\rs.  Cameron,  of  Vernon,  who  says:  — 
"I  fear  I  have  no  report  to  send  concerning  the  Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm 
Poor,  for  so  very  little  of  that  comes  under  our  notice.  Vernon  is  a  city  of 
nearly  all  young  people,  and  any  case  of  want  or  infirmity,  which  is  very,  very 
rare,  is  always  attended  to  by  the  several  Churches." 

Your  Committee  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  by  the  amendment  to 
the  criminal  code  which  was  passed  by  the  Senate  last  session,  and  which  has 
now  become  law,  the  further  commitment  of  respectable  poor  to  jails  as  vagrants 
is  impossible,  and  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  the  several  Provinces  to 
make  provision  for  those  who  are  now  disposed  of  in  this  way.     They  therefore 
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suggest  that  the  Local  Councils  may  do  very  definite  good  work  by  having  the 
matter  discussed  at  one  of  their  public  meetings,  and  so  help  to  mould  public 
opinion  on  behalf  of  those  who  are  powerless  to  help  themselves. 

Your  Committee  beg  further  to  suggest  that  the  Local  Councils  be  asked  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  some  sort  of  County  registration  so  that  people 
might  be  registered  in  the  County  to  which  they  belong,  either  by  birth,  or  by 
ten  years'  residence,  so  that  if  they  ever  became  a  charge  on  the  public  they 
might  be  returned  to  their  own  County.  By  this  means  the  overcrowding  of 
city  institutions  would  be  lessened. 

The  separation  of  the  insane  from  the  aged  and  infirm  poor  in  almshouses  and 
other  institutions,  seems  to  your  Committee  to  be  most  desirable,  and  they  would 
therefore  beg  the  Local  Councils  in  Provinces  where  this  is  not  the  present  custom, 
to  use  their  influence  to  bring  the  reform  about.  The  report  of  Dr.  Sinclair.  Provin- 
cial Inspector  to  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  contains  much  valuable  information 
on  this  subject. 

In  conclusion  your  Committee  beg  to  propose  the  following  resolution  to  the 
National  Council:  — 

Moved  by  the  Convener,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown, 

"Resolved: — ".That  all  the  Local  Councils  who  have  not  already 
done  so,  be  urged  to  form  Standing  Committees  on  the  Care  of  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Poor,  and  that  these  Committees  be  requested,  not 
only  to  make  full  enquiries  from  time  to  time  concerning  conditions 
in  their  own  municipalities  so  as  to  be  able  to  take  intelligent  ac- 
tion whenever  such  may  be  necessary,  but  that  they  also  form 
themselves  into  study  clubs  for  the  consideration  of  like  conditions 
in  other  countries  and  for  the  gathering  of  all  information  that  may 
prove  helpful  in  relation  to  the  problem  of  poverty. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)   EMILY  CUMMINGS. 

Convener. 

This  report  was  adopted  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Cumming"s, 
seconded  by  Mrs.  McLag-an,  of  Vancouver. 

Miss  Wilson,  the  Corresponding-  Secretary,  read  on  behalf 
of  Mrs.  Cox,  Convener  of  the  Committee  on  Immigration,  a  short 
report  as  follows: — 

MONTREAL,   JULY  lOTH,   1900. 
DEAR   MISS   WILSON: 

As  I  am  writing  a  general  paper  on  Immigration  Work,  to  be  read 
at  the  public  meeting  on  Immigration,  I  will  merely  say  that  out  of  the  eleven 
Councils  represented  on  the  Standing  Committee  on  Immigration,  six  sent  me  in 
reports  ta  embody,  and  I  should  like  to  say  to  those  who  did  not,  that  they  have 
no  idea  how  useful  any  little  criticism  or  suggestion  can  be  when  it  is  gathered 
up  as  a  concensus  of  the  feeling  of  the  country.  Each  district  has  its  special 
needs  and  character,  and  when  their  suggestions  and  reports  of  work,  however 
slight,  are  gathered  in  together  they  throw  light  on  difficulties  and  point  out  use- 
ful ways  of  work,  which  could  never  be  arrived  at  by  each  of  us  separately.  In 
view  of  the  difficulty  of  attendance  at  the  Annual  Meetings,  I  feel  that  these 
Standing  Committees  should  have  our  best  work  put  into  them,  as  they  perform 
on  paper  what  was  formerly  accomplished  verbally  at  our  Annual  Meetings.  1 
have  endeavoured  to  embody  in  my  paper  the  various  points   brought  up  by  the 
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Councils  who  have  communicated  with  me.  I  may  say  that  while  Ottawa  men- 
tioned that  their  immigration  for  domestic  service  was  chiefly  Scandinavian  and 
foreign,  they  did  not  say  how  far  these  proved  as  successful  as  the  ordinary 
Britisli  domestics,  nor  how  far  they  overcame  the  difficulty  of  the  language.  Ex- 
perience on  these  points  would  be  of  great  value,  should  any  effort  be  made  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  new  Government  bonus  for  such  immigrants. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CAROLINE  O.  COX. 

The  adoption  of  this  report  was  moved  by  Miss  Wilson, 
seconded  by  Miss  Shenick  and  carried. 

Before  adjourning-,  Lady  Taylor  announced  that  the  remain- 
ing reports  of  the  Standing-  Committees  would  receive  considera- 
tion on  the  following-  day. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  i  p.  m. 


TUESDAY,  JULY  24th. 
EVENING  SESSION. 

HELD    IN    THE    VICTORIA    THEATRE,    AT    8  P.    M. 


Opening  Address  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  who 
presided. 

My  Lord  Bishop,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — - 

I  feel  much  pleasure  at  the  privilege  of  presiding  at  such  a 
meeting  as  this.  It  is  in  itself  an  unmistakable  evidence  of  the 
influence  of  women.  We  meet,  to-night,  under  the  auspices  of  a 
Society  of  representative  women  from  almost  every  part  of  this 
wide  Dominion, — women  representing  not  only  the  different 
Provinces  from  which  they  hail,  but  more  important  still  a  large 
number  of  philanthropic  and  patriotic  societies,  and  as  such  and 
in  that  capacity  we  desire  to  welcome  them  and  do  them  honour. 

It  is  difficult  to  remember  the  names  of  the  various  societies 
which  are  represented  by  the  Association  known  as  the  National 
Council  of  Women,  but  we  know  that  they  embrace  nearly  every 
phase  of  noble  womanly  work,  having  for  their  object  the  elevation 
of  fallen  humanity. 
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We  hope  and  believe  that,  from  kindred  spirits  meeting  as 
these  ladies  do,  discussing  and  considering  the  better  way  to  assist 
helpless  and  suffering  humanity,  much  good  will  result,  and  not 
only  that,  but  that  they  themselves  will  also  receive  encourage- 
ment and  inspiration  in  their  work.  I  wish  to  commend  particu- 
larly that  feature  in  the  constitution  of  the  Council  of  Women 
which  endeavours  to  embrace  and  harmonise  every  sect,  every 
society  and  variety  of  creed,  and  I  am  pleased  to  know  that  they 
have  been  successful  beyond  their  most  sanguine  anticipations. 
Every  sect  known  to  the  British  world  is,  I  believe,  included 
amongst  their  number,  and  they  work  together  on  one  common 
platform  in  the  broadest  spirit  of  love  and  toleration  for  the  up- 
lifting of  the  human  race.  We  cannot  commend  too  highly  this 
phase  of  their  work,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  join  me  in  wishing 
them  success. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  ladies'  public  work  is  now  generally 
approved,  and  that  it  is  quite  proper  and  popular  to  encourage  an 
undertaking  such  as  this.  It  had  not  always  been  so,  in  my 
memory,  and  in  the  memory  of  many  present.  It  was  formerly 
considered  an  improper  thing  for  women  to  take  part  in  public 
life.  Now  we  recognize  that  women  are  an  important  factor  in  all 
kinds  of  public  work, — even  the  clergy  look  mostly  for  encourage- 
ment from  the  ladies,  who  are  their  greatest  help.  It  was  feared, 
too,  that  if  women  organized  and  learned  the  way  of  doing  business 
generally,  it  would  tend  to  break  up  the  sanctity  and  sweetness  of 
home  life  ;  but  experience  has  taught  us  that  it  is  just  the  reverse; 
women  may  act  in  every  way  as  the  co-equals  of  men,  conduct 
their  own  meetings,  assist  in  the  purification,  and  wellbeing  of 
the  human  race  without  upsetting  the  general  order  of  society, 
or  disturbing  the  loving  centre  of  home  influence  and  its  bene- 
ficent surroundings. 

I  had  not  intended  to  make  a  speech,  but  rather  to  try  and 
fill  up  a  gap  in  the  programme.  In  conclusion,  I  am  sure  that  I 
voice  the  sentiments  of  this  community  in  wishing  this  organiza- 
tion, both  individually  and  collectively,  God-speed  and  abundant 
success. 

The  Mayor  then  called  on  Mr.  Leonard  Tait  of  Victoria 
West  to  give  his  interesting  and  patriotic  address  on  "  The  Flag" 
from  which,  owing  to  lack  of  space,  only  extracts  can  be  given 
here. 
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Ladies  a7id  Ge?iilemen : — 

Every  student  of  ancient  history  must  have  noticed  the  many 
allusions  to  the  flag's  in  olden  times.  The  great  Assyrian  Nation 
had  their  national  emblems  ;  the  Eg-3-ptians  had  numerous  stand- 
ards, metallic  and  otherwise.  Later  comes  the  great  Roman 
Nation  with  the  Roman  Eagle,  which  led  to  victor}'  time  after 
time,  and  which  lives  in  heraldry  to-day.  For  instance,  we  have 
the  golden  eagle  of  France  in  the  time  of  the  great  Napoleon  ;  the 
black  eagle  of  Prussia,  and  the  white  eagle  of  Russia,  also  the 
eagle  of  Mexico  and  the  great  eagle  just  to  the  south  of  the  49th 
parallel,  north  of  which  we  live. 

*****  -if 

The  British  flag  is  a  beautiful  and  easily  recognized  one.      Its 

heraldry  of  crosses  is  deeply  significant Its  heraldry  of  colours, 

too,  is  significant  ;  the  red  emblemizing  courage  ;  the  white, 
truth  ;   the  blue,  purity. 

****** 

Allow  me  to  pass  on  to  the  English  Jack  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  here, — St.  George's  Cross,  described  in  heraldry  as  a  red 
cross  on  a  silver  field.  How  did  it  come  that  it  was  adopted  by 
the  English  people  as  their  national  emblem  ?  We  will  have  to 
go  back  to  the  reign  of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  when  he  met  and 
defeated  the  Saracens  on  his  first  Crusade,  at  which  time  it  was 
adopted  as  an  eight-pointed  Maltese  Cross,  and  afterwards,  at  the 

time  of  Edward  I,  changed  to  its  present  form James   1   tried  to 

altar  this  red-cross  of  England,  but  without  success;  and  Cromwell, 
with  all  his  iron  power  and  iron  will,  tried  to  do  the  same  thing, 
but  he  too  failed. 

We  will  have  to  pass  on  and  leave  the  story  of  the  English 
"Jack  "  and  touch  upon  the  Scottish  "Jack"; — in  heraldry  des- 
cribed as  a  silver  cross  on  a  blue  field.  In  947,  Hungus,  King  of 
the  Picls  was  defending  himself  against  Athelstane,  King  of  the 
West  Saxons,  when  Achaius,  King  of  the  Scots,  with  10,000  of 
his  Scottish  subjects  came  to  his  relief,  and  the  two  kings  joined 
their  forces  to  repel  the  invader.  The  Scots,  fearful  of  being 
defeated,  passed  the  night  in  prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  God  and 
St.  Andrew,  when,  upon  the  background  of  the  blue  sky,  there 
appeared  the  figure  of  the  white  cross  of  the  martyr  saint.  This 
encouraged  the  Scottish  soldiers,  and  this  is  how  St.  Andrew's 
Cross  came  to    be   adopted   as   the   national  emblem   of  Scotland. 

And  now  let  me  speak  of  the  Union  Jack  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,— the  union  of  St.  George  and  St.  Andrew.      You  will  notice 
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that  St.  Patrick's  Cross  is  not  represented  here.  This  flag-  was 
adopted  at  the  g^reat  Union  in  1707.  The  British  ensig^n  of  to-day 
is  a  symbol  of  union.  It  is  commemorative  of  the  union  of  the 
emblems  of  Eng-hmd,  Scothmd  and  Irehmd,  when  it  was  first  called 
the  "Empire  Flag-".  And  rig^ht  here,  I  should  like  to  say  that 
the  tri-color  oi  France  appeals  in  no  respect  to  our  French- 
Canadians.  In  1769,  the  flag  of  Canada  was  a  white  flag  with  a 
fleur  de  lis,  and  hence  the  present  French  flag  appeals  to  them  in 
no  respect. 

I  should  now  like  to  speak  of  the  Irish  "Jack",  St.  Patrick's 
Cross — which  is  also  a  saltire  cross  the  same  as  St.  Andrew's — -a 
red  cross  on  a  silver  field.  These  three  crosses  go  to  make  up  the 
Union  Jack  of  the  present  day.  But  remember  that  St.  Patrick's 
Cross  was  not  adopted  as  the  national  emblem  of  Ireland  until  the 
close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  Irish  red  cross  on  a  white 
ground  had  been  the  banner  of  the  Fitzpatrick  family  at  the  time 
of  the  conquest  oi  Ireland  under  Henry  II,  and  it  still  appears  in 
their  coat-of-arms. 


Here  is  the  Union  Jack  ot  1801.  You  will  notice  the  three 
crosses  :  St  George's,  occupying  the  foremost  position  because 
England,  undoubtedly,  is  the  most  prominent  partner  in  this 
mingling  of  nations,  and  so  it  overlaps  the  others  crosses  and  fills 
the  greater  portion  of  the  flag.  The  red  occupies  one-fifth  portion 
of  the  entire  Jack  and  is  surrounded  on  both  sides  by  white.  You 
will  also  notice  that  St.  i\ndrew's  Cross  overlaps  or  surmounts  the 
Irish  Jack  in  the  second  dexter  canton  and  most  important  portions 
of  the  flag,  testifying  that  Scotland  has  entered  the  Union  first. 
Then,  too,  you  will  notice,  that  the  Cross  of  St.  Andrew  is  exactly 
one-half  of  the  width  of  the  Cross  of  St.  George  ;  the  red  of  St. 
Patrick's,  exactly  one-third  of  the  width  ;  but  you  will  notice  that 
the  red  Cross  of  St.  Patrick  is  bordered  on  one  side  by  one-half  of 
the  width,  the  same  width  as  the  Cross  of  St.  Andrew,  testifying 
to  the  equally  prominent  positions  that  Scotland  and  Ireland  hold 
in  the  Union. 

I  should  like  to  speak,  too,  of  the  '^W»*e  Ensign.  Now 
please  do  not  confound  this  Ensign  with  the  Union  Jack.  It  is  a 
misnomer  to  call  this  flag  the  Union  Jack.  It  is  the  flag  peculiarly 
and  particularly  of  the  British  Navy  and  all  vessels  in  active  com- 
mission ;  the  Blue  Ensign  is  the  flag  of  the  colonies  and  of  the 
vessels  in  reserve.  , 

This  is  the  Red  Ensign,  which  is  the  flag  of  the  British 
people  generally. 
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Strang-e  it  is  that  I  could  not  find  in  Victoria  to-day  a  proper 
Dominion  flag'— the  British  Red  Ensign,  having  the  Union  Jack  in 
the  dexter  canton  and  the  arms  of  Canada  in  the  fly.  The  Red 
Ensign  as  the  flag  of  Canada  has  only  one  coat-of-arms  of  the 
four  original  Provinces  surmounted  by  a  Crown,  no  other  devices 
being  authorized  ;  the  Maple  Leaf  has  not  been  authorized  to  be 
placed  upon  it. 

The  Canadian  flag  is  not  without  its  romance  : — 

"For  Canada's  sons  are  as  true  as  steel, 

Their  metal  is  muscle  and  bone, 
The  Southerner  never  shall  place  his  heel 

On  the  men  of  the  Northern  Zone. 

Oh,  we  are  the  men  of  the  Northern  Zone, 

Where  the  maples  their  branches  toss  ; 
And  the  Great   Bear  rides  in   his  state  alone, 
Afar  from  the  Southern  Cross, 
Our  people  shall  aye  be  free. 
They  never  shall  bend  the  knee, 
For  this  is  the  land  of  the  true  and  the  leal, 

Where  freedom  is  bred  in  the  bone — 
The  Southerner  never  shall  place  his  heel 
On  the  men  of  the  Northern  Zone." 
■if  *  *  *  *  * 

The  address  concluded  with  "  Its  only  a  small  bit  of  bunting", 
which  was  received  with  great  applause. 

Mayor  Havward  then  called  on  Miss  FitzGibbon  to  give  her 
address  on  Canadian  History  and   Patriotism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  a-nd  Ge?itle?nen  : 

If  the  Mayor  of  such  a  large  and  beautiful  City  as  Victoria 
was  nervous  in  addressing  such  an  audience,  you  will  have  some 
compassion  on  me  if  my  woman's  feelings  overcome  me.  I  have 
been  asked  many  times  to  speak  to  Canadians  of  their  own  his- 
tory, but  it  has  never  been  my  privilege  to  stand  before  such  an 
audience  as  this. 

I  want  to  speak  to  you,  first,  of  why  a  woman  should  take  an 
interest  in  Canadian  History,  and  then  of  something  of  what 
Canadian  History  is  to  the  Empire.  We,  Canadians,  know  less 
of  our  own  history  than  we  should,  but  it  is  only  lately  that  the 
means  of  knowledge  has  been  within  our  reach, — within  the  last 
few  years.      I,  as  a  girl,  often  wondered  how  a  small   vellow  book 
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of  thirty  or  forty  pages  could  contain  the  history  of  a  country  Hke 
ours,  while  so  much  time  was  spent  in  the  study  of  larg-e  volumes 
devoted  to  the  Roman  and  Grecian  affairs, — but  so  it  was.  If  my 
words  to  you  to-night  can  bring  to  you  a  tenth,  or  even  a  hundreth 
part  of  the  appreciation  of  the  knowledge  of  our  history  which  I 
feel,  but  can  never  express,  I  shall  realize  that  my  coming  to  Vic- 
toria has  not  been  without  some  good  results. 

Why  should  women  take  an  interest  in  Canada  and  Canadian 
History?  It  is  because  no  other  country  and  none  other  of  the 
histories  of  the  world  owe  so  much  to  women.  You  all  know  that 
it  was  the  proceeds  of  a  woman's  jewels  which  gave  Columbus  the 
means  to  sail  to  the  West.  It  was  two  native  women  who  pointed 
the  way  to  the  opening  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  led  Cartier  to 
Quebec.  But  these  are  not  the  only  instances.  Anyone  who  has 
been  able  to  go  to  the  early  records  and  study  the  translations  of 
those  documents  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Cartier,  and 
compare  the  statements  made  in  them,  cannot  but  be  convinced  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  women  who  helped  to  shape  the  destinies  of 
Canada.  These  records  give  us  a  little  bit  of  the  history  of  the 
native  races  of  Canada.  When  Cartier  sailed  up  the  St.  Lawrence 
he  carried  back  with  him  some  natives.  This  is  how  he  tells 
the  story  : — 

"The  Chief,  his  brother,  and  three  daughters  came  in  a  canoe 
to  the  side  of  his  vessel.  Two  remained  on  board,  and  three  re- 
turned, and  later,  eight  canoes  with  eight  or  ten  men  in  each  came 
out  to  bid  farewell  to  the  Chiefs  daughters  and  give  them  gifts. 
When  he  returned  on  his  second  voyage  up  the  river,  he  was  met  by 
Donnacona  and  the  natives  he  had  brought  with  him  were  landed. 
Donnacona  offered  him  one  of  his  daughters,  evidently  as  a  bribe 
to  depart,  but  Cartier  remained." 

Later  on,  when  Canada  was  settled  by  the  French,  it  was  a 
woman's  money  that  provided  the  means  ;  it  was  a  woman, 
Madame  de  la  Peltrie,  who  began  the  education  of  the  people ;  and 
so  on  through  almost  every  period  of  Canadian,  history  does 
woman  appear  on  its  pages. 

Some  years  ago,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  write  the  history  of  a  sol- 
dier who  had  done  his  duty  to  his  Queen  and  country  on  Canadian 
shores,  and  who  had  been  helped  by  a  woman.  But  I  found 
while  I  was  searching  for  the  records  ot  his  life,  here,  there  and 
everywhere  the  same  story, — that  women  had  destroyed  the  records 
as  old  rubbish,  old  papers,  because  they  did  not  appreciate  their 
value  or  understand  that  they  might  be  of  some  service  to  future 
historians. 
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I  am  privileged  to  stand  here  to-night,- — because  I  represent 
the  Women's  Historical  Society,  who  are  affiliated  with  the 
National  Council  of  Women.  Throughout  all  our  work  in  the 
Historical  Society,  we  have  found  everywhere  a  lamentable  ignor- 
ance of  Canadian  History,  but  we  have  also  found  an  intense 
desire  to  know  more  about  it.  A  very  excellent  book  on  Canadian 
History  is  that  written  by  Charles  G.  D.  Roberts.  It  was  not  ac- 
cepted by  the  judges  appointed  for  the  competition  because  of  some 
minor  inaccuracies  and  on  the  ground  that  it  read  too  much  like  a 
novel.  To  my  woman's  mind  that  is  what  we  want.  Canadian 
History  has  been  made  too  dry  and  uninteresting  ;  this  should  not 
be.  But,  nevertheless  such  is  the  case  and  I  know  many  of  the 
schoolmasters  will  agree  with  me  that  for  this  reason  it  is  a  very 
difficult  lesson  to  teach.  Just  think  of  what  Canadian  History  has 
been  !  Take  the  achievements  of  the  last  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years.  In  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  what  has  Canada  done  ? 
A  conquered  race  has  been  made  happy  and  content  ;  two  nations, 
two  religions,  two  creeds,  which  in  former  days  were  occasions  for 
persecution,  fire  and  other  terrible  things,  now  live  side  by  side  on 
Canadian  soil  in  peace.  From  Canadian  shores  sailed  the  first 
steamship  ;  the  greatest  railway  that  ever  spanned  a  continent  has 
been  built  in  this  Dominion  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Canada  has 
held  her  own, — her  many  miles  of  frontier, — with  less  than  five 
thousand  soldiers  against  three  armies  of  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
each.  Her  women  stayed  at  home  in  the  forest  guarding  the 
hearthstone  while  the  men  went  out  against  the  invaders.  She 
has  done  what  no  other  nation  has  ever  done  : — she  has  obtained 
responsible  government  without  separation  from  the  mother  country. 
To-day,  on  Canadian  shores,  we  have  every  language,  every 
nation,  every  climate,  and  every  product,  and  we  are  all  united 
under  one  flag,  the  Union  Jack,  the  flag  which  has  ever  carried 
with  it  ci\iIization  and  Christianity. 

But  why  is  Canadian  History  of  such  importance  to  the 
Empire  ?  Trace  it  back  to  the  earliest  days,  when  Cabot  sailed 
from  the  British  shores,  believing  that  through  the  West  he  would 
reach  the  great  riches  of  the  East.  Canada  has  been  called  "The 
keystone  of  the  arch  of  Imperial  Federation",  for  without  Canada 
the  English  Empire  would  not  encircle  the  globe.  One  of  your 
last  governors,  in  speaking  of  the  joining  of  British  Columbia  to 
Canada,  said  that  it  was  your  privilege  to  consent  to  the  most 
important  event  in  Canadian  History,  and  that  it  was  you  who 
had  succeeded  in  striking  the  last  blow  which  would  make  Canada 
one  of  the  most  important  countries  in  the  world.  The  West  has 
its  heroes  within  its  own  shores  as  on  the  veldt,  for  what  a  history 
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of  daring"  lies  in  the  survey  and  building"  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  !  Just  think  of  that  great  achievement,  in  the  building 
of  this  line  ;  the  engineering  skill  which  has  overcome  such 
difficulties  !  Shall  we  leave  it  to  the  grandchildren  of  to-day  to 
realize  what  the  C.  P.  R.  is  to  the  world? 

British  Columbia  has  been  for  long  sheltered  behind  its 
mountains,  and  it  will  take  some  time  for  it  to  entirely  fulfil  its 
noble  destiny  as  part  of  Canadian  Confederation.  But  things 
were  not  built  in  a  day.  Federation  was  born  in  1783.  There  is 
a  book  extant  by  Governor  Pownall  of  Virginia,  outlining  exactly 
what  our  confederation  is  to-day.  His  letters  were  to  Lord 
Granville,  that  statesman  who  said  at  his  dying  hour  that  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  was  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  just  treaties  of 
peace  that  was  ever  signed  between  two  nations.  But  the  time  was 
not  then  ripe.  I  could  talk  for  hours,  and  never  weary,  though  I 
fear  I'd  weary  you,  of  the  stories  in  Canadian  History.  We  have 
heard  to-night  of  the  flags  and  their  histories,  and  all  the  tech- 
nicalities of  the  formation  of  each.  There  are  other  stories  of  our 
flag,  and  had  I  time  I  could  tell  of  no  less  noble  deeds,  than  those 
related,  which  have  happened  under  the  flag  of  Canada,  and  which 
are  like  g"ems  on  the  pag^es  of  Canadian  History.  I  want  to 
rouse  your  curiosity  ;  I  want  you  to  be  so  interested  in  Canadian 
History,  that  you  will  leave  no  stone  unturned,  no  book  unread, 
that  will  give  you  an  idea  of  what  it  is. 

It  is  an  old,  but  trite  saying,  that  "the  hand  that  rocks  the 
cradle  rules  the  world,"  but  it  is  none  the  less  true,  though  trite. 
Women  have  every  power  to  influence  for  good  or  evil.  It  is 
women's  hearts  and  women's  love  that  make  men  what  they  are. 
It  is  women  who  make  men  heroes  ;  it  is  wornen  who  strengthen 
men  to  strike  the  blow  for  their  Queen  and  country.  If  women 
could  only  realize  what  power  they  have  to  do  good  !  There  are 
many  indications  that  this  is  woman's  age,  and  it  is  for  us  to  do 
our  duty  in  it  nobly  and  well.  We  must  live  for  truth,  for  h-onesty, 
tor  all  things  lovely,  for  all  things  pure.  It  is  recognized  that  the 
rise  and  fall  of  nations  was  due  to  their  women.  Cast  your  eyes 
over  the  history  of  other  nations,— over  the  history  of  Rome,  and 
you  will  read  plainly  there  how  the  women  were  the  reason  of  the 
fall.  And  if  we  do  not  do  our  duty,  keep  our  literature  pure,  our 
homes  lovely,  and  our  men  content,  we  will  have  lost  the  greatest 
opportunities  that  have  ever  been  given  to  wornen  in  the  world 
before. 

Our  men  are  fighting  now  for  the  Empire  on  Afric's  shores, 
and  when  the  war  is  over  and  our  soldier  boys  return,  how  many 
a    heart   will   be   aching,  how    many   a  home    will    be    empty,   but 
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throug'h  it  all,  will  not  the  Canadian  woman's  heart  rise  in  grate- 
ful acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that  to  them  has  been  given  the 
privilege  of  giving  their  best  and  dearest  to  the  Empire  ?  Nothing 
was  ever  gained  except  by  sacrifice.  You  will  recognize  this,  that 
"by  blood  all  things  were  purified,  and  out  of  the  woman  came 
the  salvation  of  the  world."  So  we  should  claim  our  heritage  ; 
we  should  take  up  our  duties  and  do  them,  no  matter  how  little 
they  appear  to  be — if  it  is  only  to  teach  our  children  love  and  loy- 
alty to  their  country,  only  to  wipe  out  the  provincialisms,  the  nar- 
row lines  that  divide  the  parts  of  this  great  land  of  Canada — this 
Canada  of  ours.  The  word  "Colony"  has  to  be  wiped  forever 
off  the  page  of  history.  We  are  all  Imperialists  ;  we  are  one  with 
the  greatest  Empire  the  world  has  ever  known,  or  will  ever  know, 
because  it  is  our  desire  to  make  it  so.  We  will  know  that  we  are 
all  one  in  heart,  loyal  to  our  homes,  to  our  cities,  to  our  provinces, 
to  our  country  and,  above  all,  to  the  Empire.  Wipe  out  those 
provincialisms  !  Forget  that  we  are  Ontario,  Manitoba,  or  British 
Columbia;  make  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  a  greater  bond  than 
it  is  to-day — make  it  a  bond  in  reality  between  Imperial  Canada 
and  Britain. 

I  am  afraid  that  I  have  tired  you  by  taking  up  too  much  of 
your  time,  but  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  more  about  the  His- 
torical Society.  We  are  all  very  busy  women  ;  we  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  in  our  homes,  we  have  our  districts  to  look  after,  and 
so  on,  and  the  way  we  manage  is  this  : —  One  or  two  members  of 
the  Society  study  a  period  of  Canadian  history  and  afterwards,  at 
the  meetings,  they  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  to  the  other  mem- 
bers, who  thus  have  it,  as  it  were,  "boiled  down"  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  in  that  way  our  older  members,  who  have  not  had  the  op- 
portunity of  studying  Canadian  history  before,  become  familiar 
with  it.  Anyone  who  reads  Canadian  history  cannot  help  finding 
mos*  graphic  and  interesting  pictures,  and  I  wish  some  of  our  ar- 
tists would  turn  their  attention  to  Canadian  historical  scenes  and 
incidents;  as  subjects  for  their  pencil  or  brush.  I  will  give  you  a 
word  sketch  or  two  before  I  sit  down. 

On  the  shores  of  a  dark  little  isle,  opposite  a  walled  city, 
stood  men  who  had  fought  well  for  their  flag,  waiting  in  sadness 
and  grief,  theit  Commander  at  their  head.  The  night  was  dark 
and  an  angry  storm  cloud  hung  over  the  mountain.  There  was  a 
pause,  then  in  stentorian  tones  the  Commander  called  out  :  "The 
colors  to  the  front  !"  And  with  slow,  funereal  paces,  they  advanced 
to  the  guns.  They  were  a  conquered  race.  They  had  fought 
well,  but  their  Governor  had  signed  the  capitulation.  The  soldiers, 
though  wounded  and  despairing,  with  one   voice  cried,    "we  will 
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never  surrender  the  colors  ;  we  will  burn  them  !"  And  there,  on 
the  shores  of  St.  Helen's  Isle,  the}'  burned  their  banners.  So  that 
when  the  Eng-lish  Commander  asked:  "Where  are  the  banners  of 
France  ?"  they  said  there  were  none.  And  that  is  how  the  Cana- 
dian French  laid  down  the  lilies  of  France. 

Another  : — A  dozen  women  stood  in  a  house  on  the  side  of  a 
ravine,  where  a  great  lake  stretched  wide  before  it.  They  had 
worked  a  flag  to  give  to  their  favorite  regiment  to  carry  to  the 
front,  but  now  they  were  in  sadness.  Their  town  was  taken  by 
the  invaders,  their  forts  destroyed,  their  houses  burned  ;  they  sat 
desolate  and  alone,  when  towards  them  came  a  lad  with  the  flag 
wrapped  about  his  body,  uttering  the  words,  "  I  did  not  surrender 
it  ;  I  brought  it  back  to  you  !"  But  with  sharp  and  bitter  words 
the  women  taunted  him  :  "Could  the  men  not  defend  the  flag?" 
but  they  took  it  and  buried  it  under  a  tree  until  peace  should  be 
declared.  Later,  when  the  enemy  had  departed,  the  flag  was  un- 
earthed and  kept  reverently  while  the  regiment  existed  ;  then  it  was 
lost,  until  a  few  years  ago  when  it  was  found  ;  though  tattered  and 
torn,  it  still  bore  the  impress  of  the  crown  of  England  and  a  motto. 
And  that  motto  is  the  one  which  the  Historical  Society  has  adopt- 
ed. It  is  not  that  women  are  to  talk,  it  is  that  women  are  to 
do,  and  the  motto  was,  "Deeds  Speak."  And  so  it  has  been  in 
the  whole  history  of  Canada.  It  has  not  been  talk,  it  has  been 
deeds  ;  and  with  us  remain  to  be  done  the  deeds  of  the  future. 

The  Meeting  was  enlivened  with  music  and  songs  kindly  con- 
tributed by  Mr.  Herbert  Kent,  Miss  Gertrude  Loewen,  Mr.  Albert 
T.  Goward,  Miss  Hartnagel  and  the  members  of  Finn's  band. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Meeting,  Lady  Taylor  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  for  arranging  this 
meeting  and  for  presiding  at  it,  also  to  the  citizens  of  Victoria  for 
their  contribution  towards  the  success  of  the  gathering. 

The  proceedings  closed  with  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem. 
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SKCOND  DAY'S  PROCKKDINGS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  25th. 


MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Morning-  Session  was  called  to  order  shortly  after  ten 
o'clock  by  the  President,  the  proceedings  being  opened  with  silent 
prayer.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day's  proceedings  were 
read  and  adopted  with  a  slight  amendment.  The  Corresponding 
Secretary  announced  that  57  railway  certificates  had  been  received 
by  her,  and  requested  that  the  others  be  handed  in  during  the 
course  of  the  morning. 

Miss  Wilson  also  announced  that  thirteen  Life  Membership 
designs  had  been  sent  in  ;  that  on  Monday  afternoon  a  vote  had 
been  taken,  but  that  it  had  been  deemed  advisable  that  an  expert's 
opinion   should  be  obtained  before  accepting  the  Council's  choice. 

Lady  Taylor  thoug-ht  that  one  or  two  of  the  Victoria  ladies 
might  undertake  the  duty  of  obtaining-  expert  opinion. 

Miss  Perrin  suggested  that  the  "  Colonist  "  expert  be  asked 
to  give  his  opinion  and  that  Mrs.  Spofford  take  charge  of  the 
matter. 

Mrs.  Spofford  expressed  her  willingness  to  undertake  this 
duty. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baynes  Reid  of 
Victoria,  inviting  the  delegates  to  visit  the  Meteorological  Office 
and  see  the  view  from  it  ;  she  also  made  some  further  announce- 
ments as  to  a  concert  to  be  held  that  evening  and  the  luncheon  to 
be  given  that  day  by  the  ladies  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
Victoria  to  the  delegates,  which  would  include  also  the  visiting- 
members. 

Lady  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  Miss  Perrin,  asked  all  the  members 
of  the  National  Council  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
to  send  in  their  names  for  the  conference  to  be  held  on  Saturday. 
She  also  asked  tor   the  names  of  those  who  intended  to  return  to 
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their  homes  by  way  of  Vancouver  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
next,  Mrs.  McLag"an  having-  told  her  that  the  Vancouver  Local 
Council  was  very  desirous  of  entertaining  the  delegates  and  would 
like  the  names  of  those  who  meant  to  go  back  at  that  time. 

The  President  at  New  Westminster  stated  that  her  City  was 
also  desirous  that  the  delegates  should  visit  there,  but  Mrs. 
McLagan  replied  that  Vancouver  and  New  Westminster,  owing  to 
their  close  proximity  could  join  in  the  entertainment  of  the  ladies. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  called  for,  and  read  by  Mrs.  Coad 
on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Hoodless. 

Mrs.  William  Grant,  Victoria,  stated  that  no  entry  was 
made  in  this  Statement  of  the  fee  sent  by  their  Local  Council. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  asked  why  they  were  credited 
with  only  $39.00,  when  they  had  sent  in  the  full  $50.00  promised 
for  the  Council  Aid. 

Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon,  pointed  out  that  there  was  no 
mention  in  the  Statement  of  their  payment  for  Verbatim  Reports, 
for  which  the  money  had  been  sent. 

The  Recording  Secretary  suggested  that,  as  there  v^s  no 
one  present  who  could  answer  these  questions,  a  small  Committee 
be  appointed  to  deal  with  them. 

Lady  Taylor  said  that  she  could  not  ask  the  Council  to  adopt 
the  Treasurer's  Report  as  it  had  not  been  audited,  and  she  felt  it 
advisable  in  the  face  of  these  questions,  not  even  to  enter  on  the 
minutes  the  fact  that  it  had  been  received  until  some  one  could 
deal  with  it  who  could  look  into  these  matters. 

The  two  Secretaries,  with  the  Acting  Treasurer,  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Statement  before 
it  be  again  considered  by  the  Council. 

Lady  Taylor  stated  that  Mrs.  Griffin's  Report  of  the 
Guarantee  Fund  would  be  taken  at  the  same  meetings  which 
received  the  report  of  the  above  Committee. 

In  submitting  the  report  from  the  Standing-  Committee  on  the 
Press,  the  Convener,  Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings,  corrected  an 
editorial  appearing^  in  the  morning  paper,  which,  although  of  a  very 
courteous  character,  had  enunciated  an  erroneous  view  of  the 
duties  of  the  Press  Committee.  The  scope  of  this  Committee,  she 
explained,  was  to  place  before  the  public,  by  means  of  communica- 
tions to  the  public  Press,  the  work  of  the  National  Council.  The 
Press  Committee  was  appointed  two  years  ago,  each  Province 
being  called  upon  to  select  one  representative. 
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The  report  of  the   Press   Committee   was   then   submitted  as 
follows  : — 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRESS  COiMMITTEE. 


Your  Committee  beg  to  report  that  their  number  have  been  increased  during 
the  year  by  the  addition  of  a  second  representative  for  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
namely,  Mrs.  Rothwell  of  Ottawa,  who  has  been  appointed  by  the  Provincial 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  Boomer.  Mrs.  Rothwell  will  take  charge  of  the  general 
work  of  this  Committee  for  the  Section  of  the  Province  West  of  Toronto,  Miss 
Agnes  Scott,  of  Ottawa,  retaining  the  Eastern  Section. 

No  appointments  to  this  Committee  have  as  yet  been  made  by  the  Vice- 
Presidents  for  the  Provinces  of  Manitoba  and  the  North  West  Territories. 

The  principal  work  of  the  Committee  during  the  nine  months  since  the  last 
Annual  Meeting  has  been  the  insertion  of  notices  in  the  principal  newspapers 
concerning  the  Paris  Handbook,  the  work  for  the  Doukhobors.  the  organization 
of  branches  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  by  the  Council,  and  the  details  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  journey  to,  and  of  the  Agenda  for  this  Annual  Meeting. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  recommend  that  the  following  resolution  be  placed 
before  the  Council  during  this  meeting:  — 

Moved  by  the  Convener,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Hill: — "Resolved,  that  each 
.  Local  Council  that  has  not  already  done  so,  be  urged  to  appoint  a  small 
Press  Committee  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  correct  reports  of 
their  meetings,  and  other  information  concerning  their  work,  be  furnished 
to  the  local  newspapers  from  time  to  time,  thus  widening  the  interest 
and  the  influence  of  their  Council  in  their  locality.  And  that  the  Con- 
vener of  each  Press  Sub-committee  send  to  the  Convener  of  this  Com- 
mittee any  items  of  Council  news  that  may  be  of  general  interest,  or 
that  may  be  helpful  if  given  a  wider  circulation  than  can  be  obtained  by 
means  of  the  local  newspapers." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EMILY  CUMMINGS. 

Convener. 

Upon  motion  of  Mrs.  Cummings,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Cochrane, 
the  report  was  accepted. 

Lady  Taylor  explained  that  the  Local  Councils  could  supply 
information  to  the  press,  and  forward  all  that  was  of  general 
interest  to  the  Recording-  Secretary,  Mrs.  Cummings. 

Miss  Wilson,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  said  that  many 
of  the  Local  Councils  already  had  Press  Committees,  notably 
Ottawa. 

Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  stated  that  the  Council  she 
represented  always  forwarded  information  of  the  meetings  to  the 
newspapers,  and  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  send  all  that  was  of 
general  interest  to  Mrs.  Cummings. 
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In  continuing-  the  discussion,  the  Recording  Secretary  re- 
marked that  while  on  the  way  to  the  present  gathering-,  Mrs. 
Gardiner  had  given  her  some  important  information,  namely,  that 
two  ladies  in  Prince  Edward  Island  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Council,  and  accepted  by  the  Government,  to  visit  public  institu- 
tions and  submit  a  report  to  the  authorities.  This  was  one  of  the 
main  objects  which  the  Council  had  in  view. 

Miss  FitzGibbon  suggested  that  a  scrap  book  be  kept  by 
members  of  the  various  Press  Committees,  in  which  they  could 
paste  newspaper  cuttings  containing  reports  of  the  work  of  the 
Councils  with  which  they  are  connected. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  intimated  that  this  had  been 
done  for  the  Central  Office  and  had  proved  to  be  a  great  conven- 
ience. She  had  received,  at  times,  reports  of  the  work  of  Local 
Councils,  but  she  experienced  some  difficulty  in  inducing  them  to 
see  the  advisability  of  forwarding  them  to  her. 

The  President  was  of  the  opinion  that  Miss  Wilson  should 
certainly  receive  all  such  reports. 

The  Standing  Committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  subject  of 
raising  a  loan  for  the  Doukhobor  Women,  through  Mrs.  Fitz- 
Gibbon, reported  as  follows  : — 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NATIONAL 

COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN    FOR    ENCOURAGEMENT 

OF  DOUKHOBOR    HOME   INDUSTRIES. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Women,  held  in  Hamil- 
ton in  October,  1899,  the  attention  of  the  members  was  called  to  the  needs  of 
the  Doukhobor  women  who  had  lately  settled  in  the  Northwest  prairies  of 
Canada.  Their  emigration  had  taken  place  under  exceptionally  sad  circum- 
stances. Persecuted  and  cruelly  oppressed  by  the  Russian  authorities  on  ac- 
count of  their  religious  opinions  and  refusal  to  bear  arms,  they  had,  thanks  to 
the  humanity  of  the  Canadian  Government,  found  a  sanctuary  in  the  western 
prairies  of  the  Dominion. 

The  excellent  character  of  the  Doukhoborsti,  as  testified  to  by  all  those  who 
had  come  in  contact  with  them,  and  the  great  promise  they  gave  of  being  most 
suitable  settlers  for  the  Northwest  country,  excited  a  deep  interest  among  the 
members  of  the  Woman's  Council. 

A  Standing  Committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  best  method  of  giv- 
ing practical  expression  to  the  interest  and  sympathy  of  the  National  Council 
with  the  women  of  the  Doukhoborsti,  who  were  endeavoring  to  make  their  homes 
under  such  difficult  circumstances  in  the  far  west.  It  was  decided  by  this  Com- 
mittee that,  in  order  to  foster  the  laudable  spirit  of    independence  noticeable 
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among  the  Doukobortsi,  a  loan  should  be  raised  and  applied  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  home  industries  among  the  women.  This  scheme  met  with  the  warm  ap- 
proval of  those  who  were  familiar  with  the  characteristics  of  the  people,  who, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  money  with  which  to  purchase  material,  might  find  a  winter 
of  enforced  idleness  before  them. 

The  Department  of  Immigration  was  communicated  with,  and  the  Deputy 
Minister  of  the  Interior  expressed  his  approval  and  appreciation  of  the  scheme. 

The  Standing  Committee  met  on  the  27th  of  October,  at  No.  3  Grange  Road, 
Toronto,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  D'Alton  McCarthy.  There  were  present  : — 
Lady  Taylor,  in  the  chair;  Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon.  Convener;  Mrs.  McEwen,  Rep. 
Manitoba;  Mrs.  W.  Cummings,  Rep.  Toronto;  Miss  Rowand,  Rep.  Quebec: 
Miss  Cayley,  Rep.  Prince  Edward  Island;  Miss  Nichol,  Kingston;  Mrs.  Burk, 
West  Algoma;  Mrs.  Thomson,  St.  John;  Mrs.  Yarker,  London;  Miss  Cox,  Rep. 
British  Columbia,  and  Miss  Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

It  was  resolved  at  this  meeting  that  a  Sub-Committee  should  be  appointed 
under  the  Standing  Committee,  and  that  each  Local  Council  should  appoint  a 
Committee  to  raise  a  loan  which  would  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee and  administered  by  them;  these  loans  to  be  repaid  within  a  period  of 
three  years. 

The  Sub-Committee  was  then  appointed,  consisting  of  Lady  Taylor,  Miss 
Carty,  Mrs.  W.  Cummings,  Mrs.  Dignam,  Treasurer,  Miss  Rowand,  Secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon,  Convener. 

Miss  Rowand  was  obliged  later  on  to  retire  from  the  position  of  Secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Russell  took  her  place  and  faithfully  carried  out  her  duties  until  she 
left  for  England  in  May,  when  Mrs.  H.  Strathy  took  her  place  until  her  return 
in  the  autumn. 

On  January  the  ISth,  an  Industrial  Committee  was  elected,  which  consisted 
of  Mrs.  H.  Strathy,  Mrs.  Walter  Barwick,  Convener,  Miss  McLean  Howard, 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Arthur  Pepler,  Mrs.  Stewart  Houston,  Miss  Drynan,  Secretary, 
and  Miss  Gzowski. 

From  the  various  Local  Councils  came  the  following  sums  towards  the  Loan 
Fund: 

St.  John,  N.B $70  00 

Montreal 307  00 

Ottawa 12  00 

Kingston 16  00 

Toronto    285  00 

Hamilton 12  00 

London 61  50 

Victoria 11  00 

Total $774  50 

This  represents  the  capital  of  the  Loan  Fund,  the  expenditure,  up  to  date, 
being  $400.33. 

The  items  of  expenditure  are  as  follows:  $200  spent  on  warm  flannel  and 
duffle,  sent  into  thirteen  of  the  villages  in  January,  after  asking  the  advice  of 
Mile,  de  Carousa,  a  Russian  lady  residing  in  Yorkton,  who  consulted  the  women 
as  to  what  they  would  like  the  money  to  be  spent  on;  $12.50  was  spent  in  pur- 
chasing a  Doukhobor  costume  for  exhibition  purposes;  $25  was  sent  to  Moscow 
to  purchase  samples  of  work  done  by  Russian  women,  as  the  Committee  were 
anxious  to  revive  Russian  designs  among  theDoukhobortsi,  so  long  exiles  in  the 
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Caucasus;  $126  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Industrial  Committee  to  be  spent 
on  material  for  worl<  to  be  sent  to  the  colonies,  while  $36  S3  was  loaned  towards 
payment  for  stoves,  the  remainder  of  that  bill  being  paid  out  of  an  account  under 
the  head  of  "Gift  Fund."  This  brings  the  expenditure  up  to  $400.33  and  leaves 
a  balance  of  the  original  loan  of  $374.17. 

It  is  anticipated  by  the  Committee  that  the  loan  of  $200  made  to  the  women 
for  duffle  and  flannel  may  be  paid  in  part  this  year,  as  there  is  every  prospect 
of  a  good  crop  in  the  locality  where  the  Doukhobor  colonies  are  situated,  and  the 
returns  from  sales  of  work,  of  which  mention  will  be  made  farther  on,  promises 
to  allow  of  ;fl00  being  put  towards  the  payment  of  the  original  loan. 

During  the  last  ten  months  the  Sub-Committee  have  held  twenty  meetings, 
a  number  which  seems  entirely  out  of  proportion  with  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended. But  the  Committee  found  themselves  obliged  to  administer  another 
fund,  which  in  money  amounted  to  $1070.78.  This  money  was  sent  by  individ- 
uals and  councils  who  were  not  prepared  to  exact  a  return  of  their  money  from 
a  people  so  situated  as  were  the  Doukhobortsi,  and  the  Committee,  while  not 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  gifts  to  the  women,  could  not  refuse  to 
accept  help  for  people  so  deserving. 

Through  the  Montreal  Council  came  a  gift  of  hand-looms  costing  $176,  and 
a  further  sum  of  $88.28  came  through  Mrs.  Cox,  of  the  Montreal  Council,  and 
this  sum  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  eighty-seven  box  stoves,  asked  for  by 
the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  villages  where  the  houses  had  not  had  time  to  dry 
before  the  winter,  and  consequently  the  heat  from  the  clay  ovens  was  insufficient 
to  dry  the  turf  walls  of  the  houses.  The  Committee  have  to  thank  Mrs.  Cox 
and  the  Local  Council  of  Montreal  for  their  untiring  efforts  to  make  the  aid  sent 
of  the  most  effective  nature  possible,  and  also  Aliss  Carty  and  the  Toronto 
Council  for  a  gift  of  fifty  spinning-wheels,  costing  $250,  and  $97.25  more, which 
was  also  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  stoves.  The  Ottawa  Local  Council  sent 
$21,  and  the  Hamilton  Local  Council  sent  $48  worth  of  wool.  The  eighty- seven 
stoves  with  dampers  and  pipes  cost  ^301.01.  The  Committee  paid  for  milch 
cows,  which  were  bought  near  the  colonies,  $334.  This  they  were  enabled  to  do, 
as  the  sum  of  $429.25  passed  through  the  Convener's  hands,  coming  froiji  all 
parts  of  Ontario,  and  much  of  the  money  marked  "for cows  for  the  Doukhobors." 

The  expenses  of  telegraphing,  postage,  stationery,  and  express  came  to 
$14.77,  and  this  amount  was  paid  from  the  Gift  Fund. 

In  the  spring  news  came  from  the  colonies  that  some  of  the  old  people  and 
children  were  suffering  from  the  lack  of  cows'  milk.  Mr.  Crerer  was  communi- 
cated with  and  authorized  to  purchase  some  cows  for  the  most  needy  villages. 
The  fund  was  then  closed,  as  on  the  bill  for  stoves  the  Loan  Fund  had  to  pay 
$36.85,  which  sum  is  to  be  returned  before  Christmas. 

Through  the  hands  of  the  Convener  about  fifteen  tons  of  goods  of  every  des- 
cription were  sent  to  the  colonies  from  people  in  many  parts  of  Ontario,  and 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  C.P.R.  authorities,  these  goods,  with  both  the 
stoves,  looms  and  spinning-wheels,  were  shipped  free  of  charge,  and  through 
the  kindness  of  the  Immigration  Department  had  free  transport  into  the  colonies. 


REPORT  OF  INDUSTRIAL  COMMITTEE  UNDER  THE  SUB-COMMITTEE   FOR   EN- 
COURAGING DOUKHOBOR   HOME   INDUSTRIES. 

This  Committee  have  to  report  the  expenditure  of  $126  on  materials  and  a 
return  from  sales  of  work  of  $270,  with  $348  worth  of  work  distributed  for  sale 
during  the  summer  months  between  New  Brunswick,  Quebec,  and  British  Colum- 
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bia.  This  brings  the  value  of  the  work  to  $558,  against  an  expenditure  of  $126, 
showing  that  the  work  put  on  the  material  by  the  Doukhobor  women  more  than 
doubled  its  value. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  not  to  risk  too  much  in  the  way  of  expenditure 
until  the  Committee  had  some  idea  of  the  kind  of  work  the  Doukhobor  women 
were  prepared  to  do,  and  $26  was  sent  to  Mr.  Crerer,  the  Government  Immigra- 
tion Agent  at  Yorkton,  with  which  to  purchase  samples  of  the  work  already  in 
possession  of  the  Doukhobor  women.  Mr.  Crerer,  not  considering  that  their 
materials  were  sufficiently  fine,  purchased  linen  r..id  silk  from  the  Hudson  Bay 
store  at  Yorkton  and  sent  it  into  the  colonies. 

The  result  was  most  satisfactory  to  the  women,  who  were  not  well  enough 
off  to  purchase  materials  for  themselves,  and  they  cut  the  linen  into  many  small 
squares,  which  they  returned  to  the  Committee  beautifully  drawn,  hemstitched, 
and  embroidered,  but  hardly  useful  as  saleable  articles.  The  Committee  were 
obliged  to  purchase  lace  and  insertion  and  make  the  squares  into  sideboard  cloths 
and  five  o'clock  tea  cloths,  and  their  enterprise  was  rewarded  by  a  fairly  good 
sale.  The  next  step  was  to  buy  and  arrange  linen  and  towelling  and  some  fine 
lawn  squares  for  handkerchiefs,  and  to  send  these  with  materials  for  working  to 
the  colonies,  asking  Mile,  de  Carousa,  a  Russian  lady  interested  in  these  people, 
to  try  and  explain  to  them  what  was  required.  The  result,  as  a  whole,  was 
most  satisfactory,  and  the  work  has  all  been  returned  and  much  of  it  sold.  But 
the  Committee  hope  to  still  further  educate  the  women  as  to  what  is  wanted  for 
our  market,  by  sending  out  an  interpreter  in  the  shape  of  an  English  lady  who 
speaks  Russian,  to  explain  fully  what  each  kind  of  work  requires,  and  to  help 
Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon,  the  Convener  of  the  Sub-Committee,  to  organize  certain  work 
centres  where  a  responsible  woman  will  give  out  and  receive  the  material  as  it 
is  finished,  and  communicate  directly  with  the  Committee. 

The  women  find  that  during  the  long  winter  days  the  enforced  idleness  is 
the  greatest  hardship  they  have  to  bear,  and  therefore  it  is  hoped  that  the  num- 
ber of  articles  which  are  to  be  sent  out  this  season  will  cover  a  larger  ground 
than  last  season. 

The  following  Councils  held  sales  of  work  and  realized  the  following  amounts 
during  the  last  season:  Ottawa,  $72.90;  Montreal,  $163.55.  The  Woman's  Art 
Association,  in  Toronto,  kindly  allowed  work  to  be  exposed  for  sale  during  their 
annual  exhibition,  and  the  proceeds  amounted  to  $23.55,  while  by  private  sale 
the  sum  of  $10  was  realized. 

The  Committee  sent  into  the  colonies  last  season  168  articles,  which  with 
the  number  prepared  by  the  women  themselves  from  the  first  piece  of  linen  sent, 
must  have  amounted  to  about  250.  The  Committee  have  now  prepared  over  400 
articles  to  send  into  the  colonies  this  autumn  by  Mrs.  Fitz-Gibbon,  and  with 
these  articles  are  to  be  sent  the  designs  bought  in  Moscow,  which  will  insure  a 
greater  variety  of  work  being  returned  next  spring. 

The  value  of  the  material  prepared  is  over  $230  and  the  variety  of  articles 
to  be  worked  much  greater  than  last  season.  Linen  lace  is  knitted  by  the 
women,  but  until  they  can  procure  enough  flax  to  spin  their  own  thread,  the  lace 
is  not  of  sufficient  value  to  warrant  encouraging  jthe  women  to  knit  it,  as  the 
thread  sold  in  Canada  is  not  pliable  and  soft  enough  to  make  the  Russian  lace 
so  much  in  demand  in  England. 

The  expenses  this  year  will  necessarily  be  heavier  than  last,  but  as  the 
amount  of  material  sent  will  be  much  larger,  the  Committee  hope  that  the  scheme 
in  contemplation  will  prove  a  success.  So  far  the  women  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  profit  on  their  work,  and  as  the  work  becomes  better  adapted  to  our 
market,  the  sale  will  be  more  readily  assured. 
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The  Committee  feel  that  in  enlarging  this  work  they  are  helping  to  maintain 
a  high  standard  of  needle-work  among  the  Doukhobor  girls,  and  as  there  are  no 
schools  yet  established  in  the  colonies,  this  really  amounts  to  a  school  of  needle- 
work, which  must  be  productive  of  habits  of  industry  during  the  long  winter 
days,  and  not  only  this,  but  it  is  calculated  to  stimulate  their  taste  for  design. 

The  Committee  feel  assured  that  the  effort  they  have  made  to  aid  the  Douk- 
hobor women  has  been  productive  of  much  good,  not  only  in  lessening  the 
tedium  of  the  long  winter  months,  but  also  in  spreading  throughout  Canada  the 
evidence  of  the  industry  and  taste  of  the  newcomers  to  our  western  prairies. 

MAY  FITZ-GIBBON. 
Convener  of  the  Sub-Committee  under  the  National  Council. 


Miss  FitzGibbon,  after  reading  the  report,  explained  that  the 
sum  of  money  sent  from  Victoria  had  been  intended  as  a  g'ift,  but 
arriving^  after  the  g'ift  fund  had  closed,  it  was  placed  on  the  loan 
fund. 

Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  pointed  out  that  the  item  of  $88.28  in 
the  report,  credited  to  Mrs.  Cox,  had  been  raised  by  the  Montreal 
churches  during  the  week  of  prayer,  and  forwarded  through  the 
lady  mentioned. 

The  President  stated  that  she  had  had  a  large  number  of 
copies  of  this  report  printed,  in  order  that  all  might  see  for  them- 
selves the  extent  and  importance  of  the  work  among  these  women  ; 
that  it  might  be  patent  to  all  that  sympathy  was  being  extended 
and  that  comforts  had  been  provided  for  them  during  the  rigour  of 
their  first  Canadian  winter.  Out  of  seven  thousand,  composing 
the  colony,  about  fifteen  hundred  were  men.  While  the  latter  were 
employed  on  the  railway,  the  women  built  their  houses,  plastering 
them  with  their  own  hands,  the  plaster  being  often  composed  of 
mud.  They  were  very  cleanly,  regular  in  their  manner  of  life,  and 
would  eventually  become  desirable  citizens.  The  husbands  and 
fathers  of  a  large  number  of  the  women  were  exiles  in  Siberia 
owing  to  their  religion  and  their  refusal  to  join  the  army  of  the 
Czar.  These  women  were  not  applicants  for  charity,  but  merely 
wanted  assistance  until  they  could  become  self-supporting.  The 
money  which  had  been  expended  upon  them  by  the  Council,  would 
be  amply   repaid    through    the    sale    of   their    needlework. 

Miss  FitzGibbon  said  she  had  received  from  the  Countess 
Tolstoi,  samples  of  exquisite  needlework  wrought  by  Russian 
women,  which  plainly  demonstrated  what  these  Doukhobor 
women  in  Canada  could  do  when  they  knew  precisely  what  was 
wanted. 
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The  Recording  Secretary  informed  the  Council  that  the 
lettering-  on  the  corner  of  the  samples,  that  were  being  passed  round 
for  inspection,  were  the  names  of  the  women  who  had  executed 
the  work. 

Miss  Mltiray.  St.  John,  mentioned  that  Lady  Tilley  intended 
to  place  on  sale  at  St.  Andrews,  a  fashionable  watering  place  in 
Xew  Brunswick,  the  needlework  of  the  Doukhobor  women,  and 
that  a  large  sale  was  anticipated,  which  would  result  in  a  goodly 
contribution  to  the  fund. 

Lady  Taylor  asked  if  any  of  the  Victoria  ladies  would  under- 
take to  exhibit  some  specimens  of  the  work  in  this  Cit>',  suggesting 
that  they  be  hung  up,  where  they  could  be  viewed  by  all. 

Mrs.  Day  thought  that  a  small  room  in  the  St.  Andrew's 
Church  could  be  fitted  up,  and  the  specimens  placed  upon  the 
walls.      This  course  was  decided  upon  by  the  Council. 

In  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  appointed 
to  deal  with  the  subject  of  Aid  for  the  Transvaal  Contingent,  Lady 
Taylor  explained  that  the  Government  did  not  call  upon  the  Coun- 
cil officially  for  assistance  ;  however,  branches  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society  had  been  organized  and  affiliated  with  the  Council,  and 
these  had  carried  through  a  great  deal  of  good  work. 

The  proceedings  were  at  this  juncture  temporarily  suspended, 
upon  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  C.  E.  Pooley,  and  Mrs.  Gillespie,  who 
through  Miss  Perrin's  intervention  were  permitted  to  bring  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  the  following  interesting  petition  : — - 


PETITION  TO  PROCURE   A    WEEKLY    HALF  -  HOLIDAY 
FOR  EMPLOYEES   IX  STORES. 


We.  a  number  of  the  ladies  of  Victoria,  have  noticed  how  ill  and  tired  many 
of  the  girls  serving  us  in  the  stores  often  look,  especially  during  the  hot  weather, 
and  we  have  been  trving  to  get  them  a  half-holiday  once  a  week,  during  the  months 
of  July,  August  and  September.  The  storekeepers  assure  us  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  grant  a  half-holiday  on  Saturday,  when  many  other  business  places 
close,  so  we  have  asked  for  Thursday  afternoon,  and  have  drawn  up  this  pe- 
tition, which  we  believe  we  can  get  nearly  ever\'  lady  in  Victoria  to  sign  : 

To  all  Dealers  in  Dry  Goods  in  the  City  of  Victoria. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  young  girls  in  your  employ, 
request  that  you  will  grant  them  a  half-holiday  on  Thursday  after- 
noon in  each  week,  allowing  them  to  leave  immediately  at  two 
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o'clock  during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September.  We  are 
fully  convinced  that  it  is  injurious  to  the  health  of  these  girls  to  be 
employed  continuously  from  Monday  morning  till  Saturday  night, 
and  a  concession  from  you  of  the  half-holiday  asked,  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  them,  and  enable  them  to  enjoy  out  of  doors  some  of 
the  blessings  of  our  fine  weather.  If  this  half-holiday  is  granted 
we  will  do  our  necessary  shopping  at  a  time  other  than  Thursday 
afternoon." 

The  majority  of  the  storekeepers  are  quite  willing  to  agree  to  this  if  we  can 
arrange  to  have  it  done  honestly  by  all.  We  are  also  anxious  to  get  them  to 
agree  to  close  earlier  on  Saturday  night.  Now  they  keep  open  till  half  past  ten 
o'clock,  which  we  consider,  besides  the  hours  being  too  long  for  them  to  work, 
is  too  late  for  them  to  be  returning  to  their  homes.  As  we  are  not  a  properly 
organized  body,  we  have  decided  to  ask  you,  as  President  of  the  Local  Council, 
to  help  us.  If  you  could  manage  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Society 
at  its  present  Convention  and  get  it  discussed,  some  way  might  be  found  of 
having  it  brought  about  in  a  legal  and  decided  manner.  We  are  none  of  us  willing 
to  allow  this  scheme  to  drop,  and  if  we  cannot  accomplish  our  desire  this  year, 
will  persevere  for  ne.xt.  Trusting  that  you  will  be  able  to  help  our  cause,  of 
which  we  are  sure  you  will  appro\  e,  we  herewith  give  the  signatures  already 
received. 

.Mrs.  Pemberton.  M.  A.  Pemberton.  E.  Livingston-Thompson. 

.Mrs.  H.  P.  Bell.  Martha  Barnard.  B.  Audley  Burton. 

A\rs.  James  Dunsmuir.  E.  R.  Foster.  Ida  T.  Harrington. 

Airs.  Walkem.  Emma  Jones.  Mable  C.  Dumbleton. 

Mar\-  Croft.  Ada  Saunders.  Florence  Gillespie. 

Eliza  H.  Bryjen.  Laura  P.  Bowden.  Phebe  Brown  Rhodes. 

Caroline  Serruriel.  Clara  E.  Dupont.  E.  W.  Pooley. 

Janie  Phillipps-Wolley.  Eva  O.  Hall.  Jennie  B.  Powell. 

Jeanie  G.   Galletly.  ^\.  Hamlin.  Laura  M.  Beanlands. 

On  behalf  of  the  Local  Council  of  Women,  Miss  Perrin  stated 
that  any  scheme  along;  these  lines  would  be  heartily  endorsed  by 
them.  The  Local  Council  had  taken  the  subject  up  in  the  past, 
unfortunately  with  no  avail,  and  they  would  like  to  hear  the  views 
of  the  National  Council  on  the  question. 

Miss  Priddis.  London.  Ontario,  said  that  on  every  Wednes- 
day afternoon,  during-  the  months  of  July  and  Aug-ust,  in  London, 
the  stores  are  closed  at  one  o'clock  and  the  employees  allowed  the 
remainder  of  the  day  to  themselves. 

Mrs.  Cummings,  who  has  had  larg-e  experience  in  a  movement 
of  this  description  in  Ontario,  was  asked  to  give  her  views  on  the 
subject.  She  stated  that  the  Council  first  worked  for  the  passing- 
of  a  Factory  Act.  regulating  the  conditions  of  the  girls  in 
factories.  Success  attended  their  efforts,  and  a  woman  factorv 
inspector  was  appointed  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
carried  out.  It  was  found,  however,  that  the  women  employed  in 
the  factories  had  enjoyed  more  privileges  than  those  behind  the 
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counters,  so  a  Shop  Act  was  next  introduced  and  passed.  This 
provided  for  adequate  sanitary  arrangements,  seats  for  employees, 
and  shorter  hours  of  work.  The  Hmit  of  the  duration  of  labor  of 
these  employees  was  sixty  hours  each  week,  and  the  inspector, 
Miss  Carlyle,  was  very  careful  in  seeing  that  there  were  no  con- 
traventions of  this  clause.  The  hours,  as  before  mentioned,  were 
still  long,  but  were  not  nearly  so  long  as  they  were  before  the  Act 
was  passed.  As  an  exemplification  of  the  manner  in  which  some 
of  the  great  merchants  of  Ontario  deal  with  their  employees,  Mrs. 
Cummings  informed  the  Council  that  Mr.  Eaton,  the  head  of  the 
great  Toronto  Firm  of  that  name,  had  told  her  that  as  long  as  he 
was  in  the  land  of  the  living,  his  premises  would  not  be  opened 
after  six  o'clock  throughout  the  entire  year,  and  that  in  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  the  doors  would  be  closed  at  5  p.m.,  and  on 
Saturday  at  1  p.m.  Mr.  Eaton  contemplated  closing  his  store  at 
5  p.m.  every  day  in  the  year.  He  said  that  a  merchant  could 
obtain  better  work  from  his  employees  under  the  short  hour  system. 
Mrs.  Cummings  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  splendid  idea  on  the  part 
of  those  promoting  the  movement,  to  bring  it  before  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Women's  Council,  By  unanimity  ot  action,  with  public 
opinion  behind  them,  the  Council  would  attain  their  ends.  The 
merchants  were  afraid  of  competition,  but  if  they  saw  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  people,  their  patrons,  that  they  should  impose 
more  favorable  labour  conditions  on  their  employees,  they  would 
eventually  fall  in  with  the  movement.  Ladies  must  persevere  and 
be  persistent  in  this  matter,  or  they  would  fail.  Should  the  desired 
system  be  inaugurated,  there  must  be  inspection  in  order  to  see 
that  there  were  no  contraventions  of  the  rule.  These  inspectors, 
say  two  in  number,  could  be  appointed  by  the  Local  Council, 
something  after  the  manner  in  which  two  ladies  in  Charlottetown, 
P.  E.  L,  had  been  appointed  to  visit  public  Institutions,  and  report 
to  the  Government  regarding  them.  Throughout  the  campaign  in 
favour  of  shorter  hours,  in  Ontario,  the  Council  had  had  the  co- 
operation of  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  who  had 
endeavored  to  secure  the  passing  of  the  Factory  Act,  but  had  failed. 
The  fact  that  the  two  organizations  together  were  successful, 
demonstrated  that  in  union  there  is  strength.  At  the  International 
Congress  in  England,  Miss  Carty  read  a  letter  which  she  had 
received  from  Miss  Carlyle,  the  Inspector,  and  the  Duke  of  West- 
minster, who  contemplated  introducing  a  Bill  before  the  House  of 
Lords  with  the  same  objects  in  view  as  those  referred  to,  was  so 
interested  in  reading  the  copy  of  this  letter  in  the  public  press,  that 
he  expressed  to  Lady  Aberdeen,  a  desire  to  meet  Miss  Carty. 
Miss  Carty  and  Mrs.  Cummings  had  an  extended  conversation 
with  the  Duke   of  Westminster  on   the   subject,    and   His   Grace 
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made,  in  consequence,  several  changes  in  his  Bill,  before  he 
introduced  it  in  the  House  of  Lords.  It  is  gratifying-  to  know  that 
this  Bill  has  since  passed  the  House  of  Lords. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  Victoria,  as 
to  whether  the  shop  girls  in  Ontario  are  allowed  holidays  during 
the  summer,  Mrs.  Cummings  said  that  two  weeks  were  given  them. 
In  fact,  not  so  very  long  ago,  Mr.  Eaton  sent  a  large  number  of 
his  employees  on  a  holiday  trip  to  England. 

Lady  Taylor  explained  that  Mr.  Eaton  had  a  large  establish- 
ment with  about  3,000  employees.  The  employees  at  the  butcher 
and  grocery  shops  in  Toronto  were  allowed  from  i  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  afternoons  during  July  and  August,  while  some  of  the 
dry  goods  merchants  gave  their  employees  the  half  day  on 
Saturday. 

Mrs.  Cummings  further  pointed  out  that  the  Act  allowed 
provision  for  the  Christmas  period.  That  department  of  business, 
which  required  the  most  careful  watching,  was  the  laundry,  and  it 
was  only  perpetual  vigilance  that  kept  such  places  from  evading 
the  law. 

Mrs.  Pooley  explained  that  the  reason  why  Thursday  was 
mentioned  in  the  petition,  was  that  it  broke  up  the  week  better 
than  any  other  day. 

Mrs.  Cummings  said  that  the  Ontario  Government  had  not 
found  that  the  employers  objected  to  this  Shop  Act,  but  that  on 
the  contrary  they  became  convinced  that  it  was  fair  for  all.  Miss 
Carlyle,  the  Inspector,  was  both  wise  and  impartial,  at  the  same 
time  being  unswervingly  faithful  in  the  performance  of  her  duty. 
A  short  time  ago,  she  found  that  in  a  certain  section  of  a  depart- 
mental store,  there  were  not  seats  enough  for  the  employees.  In 
reply  to  her  question,  the  employer  informed  her  that  the  customers 
had  carried  these  seats  away.  She  insisted  that  seats  be  provided 
— that  the  law  be  observed,— and  the  employer  said  to  her  "  Miss 
Carlyle,  I  don't  believe  there  is  anybody  like  you.  I  don't  believe 
you  will  be  satisfied  until  all  my  employees  will  be  carrying  seats 
about  with  them."     (Applause.) 

Miss  Perrin  suggested  that  Mrs.  Cummings  be  invited  to  a 
meeting  of  the  ladies  interested  in  the  Local  Council  to  discuss  the 
question.  They  did  not  wish  to  be  antagonistic  to  the  employers, 
but  rather  desired  their  assistance  in  the  matter. 

The  next  reports  on  the  Agenda  were  those  from  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  appointed  to  deal  with  the  Bureau  of  Information 
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and  the  Canadian  Women's  Handbook.  These  were  taken  to- 
gether, the  report  on  the  Canadian  Women's  Handbook  being 
read  by  Lady  Taylor  as  follows  : — 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 
THE  CANADIAN  WOMEN'S  HANDBOOK. 


A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  (May  9tli,  1899),  the  Executive  of  the  National 
Council  of  Women,  undertook,  at  the  request  of  the  Dominion  Government,  the 
preparation  of  a  Handbook  on  the  Women  of  Canada  and  their  work,  for  distribu- 
tion at  the  Paris  Exhibition.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  task  then 
undertaken  has  been  faithfully  carried  out,  and  that  the  printing  of  the  Hand- 
book, at  least  in  its  English  version,  is  now  completed.  The  delays  incident  to 
the  compilation  of  a  book  so  various  in  character  and  authorship  are  obviously 
many;  the  time  at  our  disposal,  considering  the  magnitude  of  the  task,  was  very 
short;  we  may  therefore  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  exceeded  so  little  the 
time  limit  allowed  us  by  the  Commissioners,  who  stated  when  they  submitted 
the  work  to  the  Council,  that  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  completed  in 
April  or  May,  1900.  We  may  hope  that  very  shortly  some  thousands  of  copies 
will  be  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  thence  to  be  distributed  to  tlie  women  of  all 
nations,  thus  helpimg  to  spread  abroad  a  knowledge  of  our  Country  and  people, 
in  their  history,  present  attainments,  resources,  and  aspirations.  For  though 
our  book  is  written  from  "a  feminine  stand-point"  it  embraces  almost  all 
departments  of  "life  and  its  arts."  It  tells  of  Canadian  women  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  of  their  home  and  social  life  on  the  wide  prairies,  as  well 
as  in  the  populous  centres,  of  their  legal  and  political  status  in  the  various 
Provinces,  of  their  relations  to  Art,  Literature,  Education,  Industry,  Agriculture, 
the  Church  and  Philanthropy.  The  authorship  is  as  varied  as  the  subjects,  for 
those  who  write  of  life  in  the  city  or  on  the  ranch  know  from  personal  experience 
the  phase  of  life  which  they  depict,  and  those  who  treat  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  women's  work  have  in  every  case  a  sympathetic  knowledge  ot  their 
subject  and,  in  many  cases,  are  engaged  in  the  work  which  they  describe. 

Besides  the  essays  or  narratives,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  book  is 
occupied  by  tabulated  statements,  giving  precise  information  as  to  societies, 
schools  and  institutions  in  Canada,  with  which  women  are  connected,  also  the 
addresses  of  representatives  or  agents  to  whom  future  communications  may  be 
sent.  These  lists  should  make  the  book  of  great  value  to  all  women  workers  in 
Canada,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  so  prove  its  usefulness  in  this  respect 
as  to  be  only  the  precursor  of  a  periodical  National  Directory  of  Women's  Work, 
similar  to  the  "  English  Women's  Year  Book."  It  is  essential  for  our  efficiency 
as  women  workers,  and  for  our  unity  and  solidarity  as  a  people  that  we  should 
know  more  of  each  other,  and  the  thousand  copies  of  the  Handbook  which  the 
Government  has  generously  bestowed  upon  the  Council  will,  we  trust,  do  some- 
thing to  draw  us  into  closer  and  more  sympathetic  relations. 

The  list  of  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  book,  either  as  essayists  or 
compilers,  is  a  long  and  representative  one.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  rehearse 
it,  but  I  may  say  that  those  to  whom  were  entrusted  the  reading  and  adjustment 
of  the  various  parts  would  find  it  difficult  to  discriminate  between  them  as  to 
merit.  The  work  reaches  a  good  standard  and  is  remarkably  equal.  It  is 
pleasant  to  us  all  that  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen  still  identifies  herself  with  the 
Women  of  Canada,  and  as  Editor-in-Chief,  contributes   the  preface  and  a  very 


WOMEN     OF     CANADA.  47 

full  and  interesting  account  of  the  work  of  the  National  Council.  Owing  to  her 
absence,  however,  her  work  as  editor  has  really  devolved  upon  Miss  Wilson,  to 
whose  judgment,  tact,  and  unceasing  labour,  it  is  largely  due  that  the  book  has 
been  brought  to  completion  with  credit  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Government. 

The  plan  which  was  followed  in  the  preparation  of  the  book,  its  general 
scheme,  and  its  various  parts,  are  sketched  in  the  opening  Chapter,  and  for  any 
further  details  I  may  refer  you  to  Miss  Wilson.  I  shall  not  therefore,  prolong 
this  report,  but  in  closing  would  express  our  indebtedness  to  The  Hon.  Sydney 
Fisher  for  the  great  interest  he  has  shown  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  to  the 
Government  for  the  liberality  which  has  facilitated  its  production,  and  to  Dr.  S. 
E.  Dawson,  Mr  George  Johnson,  and  others,  for  advice  and  information.  I 
would  also  draw  your  attention  to  the  frontispiece  of  the  book,  a  charming  por- 
trait of  the  Countess  of  Minto,  which  Her  Excellency  kindly  furnished  at  our  re- 
quest. This  will  be  an  added  attraction  to  a  book  which  will,  we  trust,  awaken 
an  interest  and  stimulate  "good  will"  among  the  people  of  many  lands. 

G.  J.   DRUMMOND, 
Convener  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  read  the  following  sup- 
plementary statistical  statement  in  connection  with  the  Hand  Book 
report  : — 

STATISTICAL  STATEMENT  re  PUBLICATION   OF 

HANDBOOK. 


At  Mrs.  Drummond's  request  I  add  to  her  Report  a  few  statistical  remarks 
on  the  work  done. 

There  were  nine  thousand  official  lists  of  questions  sent  out  from  the  Head- 
quarters' Office,  three  thousand  of  which  had  special  letters  enclosed  asking  for 
co-operation.  Only  two  thousand  five  hundred  answers  were  received  in  res- 
ponse, and  many  of  them  were  meagre,  unsatisfactory,  and  wide  of  the  mark, 
in  many  cases  the  information  had  to  be  got  through  some  other  channel,  and 
the  compilers  had  hard  work  to  collect  what  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
way  of  facts.  My  correspondence  in  connection  with  the  Handbook  was  also 
considerable,  and  involved  the  sending  out  of  at  least  sixteen  hundred  letters. 
I  feel,  however  that  this  labour  will  serve  more  than  the  immediate  purpose 
gained,  as  out  of  it  will  probably  develop  the  nucleus  of  our  Information  Bureau 
founded  on  the  valuable  information  so  gained.  This  work  has  not  been  accom- 
plished without  a  considerable  amount  of  clerical  assistance,  work  often  carried 
on  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  by  those  devoted  helpers  whom  I  was  so  fortun- 
ate as  to  secure. 

Seven  meetings  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  were  held,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Revision,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Drummond,  with  other  ladies  appointed 
by  her,  and  myself,  sat  in  Montreal  for  ten  days  in  the  end  of  February,  con- 
sidering the  material  sent  in  and  cutting  it  down  to  the  required  length,  which 
was  necessary  in  nearly  every  case.  It  was  difficult,  however,  to  keep  the  book 
absolutely  within  the  desired  limits  without  leaving  out  much  of  the  valuable  in- 
formation which  had  been  collected;  it  now,  therefore,  exceeds  four  hundred 
pages,  although  something  must  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  larger  type  than  we 
had  estimated  for. 
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The  first  batch  of  copy  was  handed  to  the  printers  on  the  5th  of  March,  the 
time  indicated  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  being  the  first  of  that  month,  so  the 
Committee  may  congratulate  itself  upon  being  up  to  time  in  this  respect.  It  has 
been  disappointing  that  the  printers  were  not  equally  punctual,  for  the  final 
proofs  were  only  sent  in  for  correction  on  the  21st  of  June,  so  that  three  and  a 
half  months  were  occupied  in  printing  the  English  edition  of  the  book.  The 
French  one  is  still  far  from  ready  and  may  be  delayed  yet  longer;  our  responsi- 
bility, however,  ceases  with  the  present  volume. 

The  funds  placed  at  our  disposal  by  the  Government  have,  we  are  glad  to 
say,  sufficed  for  the  preliminary  expenses  of  the  Handbook.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  of  expenditure  :  — 

Office  expenses  and  salaries  previous  to  September,  1899,  $229.40. 

All  preliminary  printing,  $227.97. 

Payments  to  Essayists  at  rate  of  $12.00  per  thousand  words  for  profes- 
sional writers,  and  $9.00  per  thousand  words  to  non-professional  writers,  which 
was  considered  by  persons  of  experience  to  be  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  scale 
of  payment,  amounted  to  $545.75. 

Conveners'  expenses  were  $98.45. 

Travelling  came  to  $32.55. 

Office  expenses  and  salaries  from  September  to  June  amounted  to  $802.61, 
leaving  a  balance  not  used  by  the  Committee,  of  about  $50.00. 

TERESA   F.   WILSON, 

Sub.  Editor. 

In  moving-  that  this  statement  be  accepted,  Lady  Taylor 
highly  eulogized  the  indefatigable  energy  displayed  by  Mrs  Drum- 
mond  and  Miss  Wilson  as  well  as  their  faithful  labours  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Handbook. 

Miss  Wilson  in  response  paid  a  hig^h  tribute  to  Mrs. 
Drummond,  her  coadjutor  in  the  work,  in  which  she  admitted  there 
were  many  imperfections  ;  nevertheless  they  had  labored  to  the 
utmost  to  make  the  book  answer  the  purpose. 

Lady  Taylor  said  that  the  National  Council  had  1000  copies 
of  this  book  for  distribution.  These  would  be  distributed  propor- 
tionately to  the  size  of  the  various  Councils,  and  the  number  of 
Federated  Societies. 

Miss  Wilson  explained  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
had  asked  the  compilers  to  send  in  the  names  of  those  who  had 
been  of  assistance  in  the  compilation  of  the  book,  each  of  whom 
would  receive  a  copy.  Public  officials  and  the  Public  Press  would 
receive  copies  and  also  the  principal  Public  Libraries.  She  had 
been  told  that  there  were  900  public  libraries  in  Canada,  con- 
sequently it  was  quite  obvious  that  these  could  not  all  be  supplied 
with  copies.      In  all  probability,  as  many  as  600  would  be  sent  out 
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to  the  various  Councils  and  Federated  Societies,  but  it  would  be 
impossible  to  send  copies  to  all  of  the  latter.  The  Committee  of 
Arrangements  decided  that  copies  should  be  sent  out  only  through 
the  Central  Office,  to  which  all  names  should  be  forwarded  by  the 
Local  Councils.  The  Government  was  offering  free  postage  for 
this  purpose. 

There  were  3000  copies  in  English,  and  3000  in  French,  at 
Paris,  and  those  outside  of  Canada  who  wish  copies  might  obtain 
them  by  applying  to  Madame  Dandurand  in  Paris,  during  the 
Exhibition. 

Lady  Taylor's  motion,  that  the  report  be  accepted,  was 
seconded  by  Mrs.  McEwen  of  Brandon,   and  carried  unanimously. 

The  President  called  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Bureau  of  Information. 

Miss  Wilson  replied  that,  although  the  Committee  had  not 
as  yet  met,  they  would  eventually  become  a  Committee  of  im- 
portance. The  general  feeling  of  the  Council  was  that  while  the 
work  of  the  Committee  on  the  Women's  Handbook  was  being 
prosecuted,  that  of  the  Bureau  of  hiformation  was  being  carried  on 
at  the  same  time. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  presented  the  following- 
rough  outline  of  suggested  rules  for  the  Bureau  of  Information, 
some  of  which  had  been  taken  from  the  International  Bureau  of 
London. 

ROUGH  DRAFT  OF  RULES  FOR  INFORMATION 

BUREAU. 

The  Information  Bureau  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada,  or- 
ganized at  the  suggestion  of  the  International  Council,  is  intended  to  provide 
full  and  accurate  particulars  to  all  members  of  Council  desiring  information,  but 
especially  on  subjects  referring  to  women,  their  position  and  their  occupations. 

With  this  end  in  view,  it  is  desirable  that  information  of  every  kind  and 
the  reports  and  printed  papers  of  all  Societies  throughout  the  Dominion  relating 
to  women  and  children  be  collected  and  deposited  at  the  Central  Office,  from 
whence  the  information  can  be  passed  on  to  enquirers. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  information  contained  in  the  Handbook  of  Women's 
Work,  prepared  by  the  Council  at  the  request  of  the  Dominion  Government  for 
distribution  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  Information 
Bureau.  It  is  therefore  proposed  that  those  ladies  who  undertook,  as  Conveners 
of  Sub-Committees,  to  compile  the  different  sections  of  this  work,  be  asked  to 
become  Referees,  each  in  her  own  department,  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  this 
work,  so  that  the  Secretary  shall  be  able  to  enquire  of  them,  should  further  par- 
ticulars be  asked  on  any  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  in  the  Handbook. 
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It  is  further  suggested  that  Presidents  of  Local  Councils  and  of  Federated 
Associations  be  Referees  ex-officio,  and  that  the  Secretary,  or  some  other  mem- 
ber, be  appointed  by  each  Local  Council  and  Federated  Association  to  give  infor- 
mation relating  to  their  own  district  or  society  when  called  upon. 

It  is  considered  advisable  that  a  Referee  be  appointed  in  every  city  or  town 
in  the  Dominion  where  a  woman  can  be  found  to  act  as  such. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  experts  on  any  special  subjects  which  may  be  of 
use  to  the  Information  Bureau,  be  invited  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  become 
Honorary  Referees. 

It  is  proposed  to  allow  any  member  of  Council  to  ask  six  questions  yearly 
free  of  charge,  provided  that  the  questions  do  not  require  special  expert  investi- 
gation, which  may  have  to  be  paid  for.  In  this  latter  case,  a  fee  commensurate 
with  the  labour  expended  upon  the  information  obtained  will  be  charged.  After 
six  questions  in  one  year  have  been  answered,  a  charge  will  be  made  of  25  cents 
for  each  additional  question. 

For  people  outside  the  Council,  it  is  proposed  to  charge  a  fee  of  25  cents  a 
question,  or  to  advise  the  enquirers  to  become  individual  members  of  Council  by 
paying  a  subscription  of  |1.00  a  year,  either  locally  or  nationally. 

The  proof  of  membership  in  the  National  Council  should  rest  with  the  per- 
son sending  for  information.  The  postage  in  connection  with  the  correspondence 
should  be  paid  by  the  enquirer. 

A  member  of  Council  asked  if  the  sutrsfestions  contained  in 
the  report  would  be  sent  to  the  various  Councils. 

Lady  Taylor  replied  that  copies  would  be  distributed  to  the 
Councils. 

Miss  Wilson  moved  the  following  resolution  :^ 

"Resolved: — That  the  Committee  of  the  Information  Bureau  shall  consist  of 
the  General  Officers,  with  the  President  as  Convener,  the  Presidents  of 
Local  Councils  and  Federated  Associations  as  ex-officio  members,  and 
those  members  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  who  were  original 
compilers  of  the  Canadian  Women's  Handbook,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number;  and  that  a  Working  Committee,  consisting  of  the  General 
Officers,  the  Convener  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  the  Com- 
pilers of  the  Handbook,  be  authorised  at  once  to  consider  the  working 
plan  of  this  Bureau  and  lay  it  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee." 

This  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Hill  and  carried. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  reports  which  had 
just  been  read.      This  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  McEwen  and  carried. 

Lady  Taylor  : — "We  are  now  just  about  to  commence  this 
morning-'s  regular  work,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid  I  shall  have 
to  call  a  special  session  on  Saturday  morning,  unless  we  can  com- 
plete what  is  set  down  in  the  Agenda  for  our  consideration  to-day." 
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CONSIDERATION  OF  RESOLUTIONS. 


The  business  to  be  dealt  with  consisted  of  resolutions,  the 
first  of  which  was  as  follows  : — 

I.— AMENDMENTS  TO  CONSTITUTION.  1. "That  the  Constitution 
be  amended  so  as  to  include  the  following  as  Section  2  of  Article 
111: — '  The  First  President  of  the  Council  shall  be  Advisory  Presi- 
dent for  life,  with  a  vote  on  the  Executive.'  " 

This  was  moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  the  whole 
Executive  Committee  and  carried  by  standing"  vote. 

2.  "That  a  Section  be  added  to  Article  IV  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
viding that  Conveners  of  Standing  Committees  be  ex-officio  members 
of  Executive." 

Lady  Taylor  "It  is  quite  necessary  that  these  changes 
should  be  made  in  order  to  proceed  satisfactorily  with  our  work. 
It  is  eminently  desirable  that  the  Conveners  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees be  Members  of  the  Executive." 

This  was  moved  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  seconded  by 
Mrs.    Phipps,  representing  Regina,  and  carried. 

II.— AMENDMENT  TO  STANDING  ORDERS.  "That  a  small  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  go  carefully  over  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
make  such  slight  verbal  alterations  and  changes  in  the  grouping  as 
will  tend  to  uniformity  and  clearness." 

This  was  moved  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  and  carried. 

It  was  decided  that  the  General  Officers  should  form  this 
Committee  and  report  to  the  next  Executive  Committee. 

III.— THE  INSANE  IN  PRISONS.  "That  the  National  Council  should 
again  urge  the  Local  Councils  to  press  the  matter  of  providing  some 
other  accommodation  tor  the  insane  than  the  jails." 

Mrs.  Cummings,  in  moving  the  above,  stated  that  the  word- 
ing did  not  express  exactly  what  was  desired,  but  the  question 
would  be  satisfactorily  covered  by  the  incorporation  of  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  proposed  by  Miss  Reid  on  behalf  of  the  Montreal 
Local  Council. 

"That  the  words,  '  pending  commitment  to  the  Asylum,'  be  inserted 
between  the  words,  'insane,'  and  'than  the  jail.' " 
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She  emphasized  the  necessity  for  the  proposed  step.  Insanity, 
as  shown  by  statistics,  was  on  the  increase  throug-hout  Canada. 
In  the  Toronto  Insane  Asylum  there  were  over  700  inmates,  and 
in  other  cities  the  figures  also  showed  an  increase.  In  Toronto 
there  were  as  many  as  50  in  jail  waitings  to  find  places  in  the  Insane 
Asylum.  Others  discovered  by  the  police  wandering-  around  the 
City,  were  arrested  as  criminals,  and  actually  charged  in  the  Police 
Court  with  insanity. 

Miss  Murray  said  that  in  New  Brunswick  there  was  a  well 
appointed  insane  asylum  which  was  not,  unfortunately,  large 
enough  for  the  accomodation  of  all  the  insane  people  who  should 
be  there,  and  for  that  reason  some  were  kept  in  jail  until  room 
could  be  found  for  them. 

The  President  instanced  a  case  in  which  a  husband  was 
compelled  to  take  his  wife,  who  had  become  insane,  to  the  jail  on 
account  of  the  red  tape  that  was  necessary  before  she  could  be 
committed  to  the  asylum.  That  husband  might  have  taken  his 
wife  to  the  asylum  at  once,  but  for  the  unfortunate  defect  in  the 
law  governing  cases  of  this  sort. 

The  amendment,  being  accepted  by  the  Toronto  Local  Council, 
the  resolution  as  amended  was  seconded  by  Miss  Reid  and  carried. 

A  further  amendment  had  been  entered  on  the  Agenda,  which 
was  proposed  by  the  Kingston  Local  Council,  as  follows  : — 

'•  That  the  following  clause  be  added,  'and  also  the  need  for  a 
separate  hospital  for  the  sole  treatemnt  of  acute  cases  of  Mania 
soon  likely  to  recover." 

Some  discussion  on  the  point  raised,  as  to  whether  this 
should  be  incorporated  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  or  taken 
separately,  followed.  Upon  motion  of  Mrs.  Grant,  Toronto, 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Thorburn,  Ottawa,  it  was  decided  to  deal  with 
it  as  a  separate  resolution,  it  was  then  seconded  by  Mrs.  McLagan, 
Vancouver. 

Mrs.  Cochrane,  Kingston,  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  said 
that  she  knew  of  instances  where  ladies  who  were  afflicted  with 
acute  mental  diseases  were  confined  in  the  general  wards  with 
incurably  insane  inmates.  Such  associations  were  cruel  in  the 
extreme,  and  prevented  the  unfortunate  patients  from  ever  regain- 
ing their  former  health  and  spirits.  The  Local  President,  Mrs. 
Eraser,  had  interviewed  Dr.  Clark,  the  asylum  physician  in 
Kingston,  who  not  only  approved  of  the  step  being  taken  for  the 
inauguration  of  a  separate  hospital  for  the  sole  treatment  of  such 
cases,  but  became  so  interested  that  when  Mrs.  Fraser  returned  to 
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her   home,    he   sent   her   the  following'  letter,   urg^ing-  some  action 
being  taken  in  this  direction. 

ROCKWOOD  HOSPITAL,   KINGSTON, 

5TH  JULY,  1900. 
DEAR   MRS.    FRASER: 

When  discussing  the  advance  in  the  treatment  of  insanity,  at  the  closing 
exercises  of  our  Training  School,  I  said  that  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  day 
was  not  distant  when  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  acute  cases  of  insanity,  as 
well  as  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  other  diseases,  would  be  established.  The 
idea  is  that  in  connection  with  each  institution  there  should  be  a  small  building 
specially  constructed  and  equipped  for  the  treatment,  on  the  most  advanced 
principles,  of  recent  cases  of  insanity.  Many  advantages  would  result.  It  is 
difficult,  as  you  are  aware,  in  the  large  wards  of  a  hospital  to  give  the  attention 
and  isolation  oftentimes  required  in  the  treatment  of  such  cases  ;  not  only  that, 
the  friends  of  patients  frequently  object,  with  reason,  to  their  relatives  being 
taken  to  the  large  wards  of  an  asylum,  when  it  is  obvious  that  the  attack  is 
acute,  and  likely  to  be  of  brief  duration.  No  matter  how  we  may  try  to  disguise 
the  fact,  people  will,  wrongly  it  is  true,  attach  a  certain  stigma  to  residence  in 
a  large  institution.  Putting  the  matter  on  the  highest  ground  though,  the  most 
advanced  modern  opinion  insists  that  the  only  proper  way  of  treating  truly  acute 
cases  of  insanity  is  by  placing  them  in  small  buildings,  under  the  best  nurses 
available,  and  giving  them  the  advantage  of  all  that  pertains  to  the  fullest  de- 
velopment of  what  is  known  as  the  hospital  idea. 

In  Kingston,  for  example,  a  building  that  would  accommodate  say  twelve 
patients,  six  men  and  six  women,  would  be  large  enough  to  meet  the  require- 
ments. 

Hoping  that  the  matter  will  appear  plain  to  you, 

i  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

CSgd.)   C.  K.  CLARKE. 

Miss  Murray  said  that  she  had  been  instructed  by  her 
Council  to  vote  for  this  resolution  if  it  provided  for  the  institution 
of  a  separate  apartment  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases,  but  that 
if  a  separate  building  was  required,  she  must  vote  "  Nay." 

Miss  FitzGibbon  said  that  in  England  in  connection  with 
all  such  hospitals,  there  are  small  houses  attached  in  which  those 
afflicted  with  acute  mania  and  likely  to  recover,  receive  careful 
treatment  from  professional  nurses.  In  the  majority  of  instances, 
where  a  patient  likely  to  be  cured  is  placed  in  the  general  ward, 
the  case  becomes  a  permanent  one. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  next  resolution  was  moved  by  Miss  Crease,  Victoria, 
seconded  by  Miss  FitzGibbon,  and  read  as  follows: — 

"That  the  National  Council  recommend  Local  Councils  to  work  for 
the  promotion  of  Public  Libraries  in  places  where  they  do  not 
already  exist." 
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In  speakingf  to  the  resolution,  Miss  Crease  stated  that  the 
intention  in  bringing-  it  before  the  Council  was  to  ascertain,  by 
means  of  discussion,  information  regarding  the  inauguration  of 
public  libraries  in  places  where  they  did  not  exist,  and  to  endeavour 
to  learn  from  the  experience  of  some  of  those  present  how  this 
work  might  be  successfully  undertaken. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  said  that  in  Ontario  there  were 
mechanics'  institute  libraries,  and  financial  aid  was  given  them  in 
accordance  with  their  size  and  the  number  of  their  readers.  The 
municipal  Council  expended  a  certain  sum,  and  a  Government  sup- 
plementary grant  was  given,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  larger 
public  library.  Each  township  appointed  a  committee  to  assume 
control  of  the  library,  to  superintend  the  purchase  of  books,  and 
other  necessities. 

Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon,  stated  that  in  Brandon  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  had  the  nucleus  for  a  library,  and  had  asked  the  assistance  of 
the  Council  for  enlarging  it.  This  was  readily  given.  However, 
if  the  resolution  required  this  Local  Council  to  start  another 
library,  she  feared  she  must  vote  against  it. 

Miss  Schenick,  Ottawa,  explained  that  Ottawa  had  no  public 
library  ;  that  the  Council  of  Women  had  taken  the  matter  up  and 
applied  to  the  City  Council  for  financial  assistance ;  that  their 
application,  however,  had  been  refused.  The  Council  had  been 
permitted  to  bring  out  one  edition  of  the  daily  newspaper  and,  by  its 
sale,  $600  had  been  raised  towards  the  library  fund,  which  it  is 
hoped  may  some  day  be  of  use  to  the  City. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  further  stated  that  there  had  been 
a  general  desire  for  the  establishment  of  a  library  at  the  West  End 
in  Toronto,  where  the  students  assembled.  They  naturally  objected 
to  being  compelled  to  go  to  another  quarter  of  the  City  to  the 
Reference  Library.  She  had  drawn  public  attention  to  the  neces- 
sity for  the  inauguration  of  a  reference  library  in  the  West  End 
and  finally  this  has  been  established. 

Miss  Cameron,  Victoria,  pointed  out  that  the  wording  of  the 
resolution  was  faulty  ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  promote  public 
libraries  where  they  did  not  exist,  and  she  suggested  that  the 
resolution  read  as  follows  :— "That  the  National  Council  recom- 
mend Local  Councils  to  work  for  the  promotion  of  public  libraries 
and  their  establishment  in  places  where  they  do  not  already  exist. 

This  was  adopted  by  the  Council,  the  mover  and  seconder 
agreeing  to  the  above  alteration  of  the  resolution. 
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Lady  Taylor  :  "Ladies,  the  hour  js  now  up,  and  if  we  do  not 
arrive  in  time,  I  am  determined  that  we  shall  leave  on  time."  The 
President  also  announced  that  on  the  following-  day,  the  Council 
would  take  up  the  educational  subjects  on  the  Agenda,  and  the 
resolution  on  Women's  Exchanges  on  Friday  morning. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  next  morning,  the  afternoon 
being  devoted  to  Sectional  Conferences  of  the  Woman's  Art 
Association  and  the  Dominion  Woman's  Enfranchisement  Associa- 
tion, reports  of  which  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
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THIRD  DAY'S   PROCKEDINGS. 


THURSDAY,  JULY  26th. 


The  proceedings  commenced  punctually  at  the  call  of  the 
President,  and  were  opened  with  silent  prayer. 

The  Recording  Secretary  not  having  arrived,  the  minutes 
could  not  be  read. 

Announcements  were  made  by  Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  of  the 
Victoria  Hospitality  Committee,  regarding  luncheon  for  the  dele- 
gates and  visitors  given  to-day  by  the  ladies  of  the  Episcopal  and 
Roman  Catholic  Churches  ;  the  public  meeting  In  the  City  Hall  in 
the  evening  ;  and  the  prayer  meeting  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  rooms 
each  morning  at  9.30  o'clock,   all  present  being  specially  invited. 

Before  commencing  the  regular  orders  of  the  day  the  Presi- 
dent welcomed  Miss  Macleod,  of  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses, 
who  had  just  arrived,  to  which  Miss  Macleod  appropriately  res- 
ponded. 

The  President  then  called  on  Miss  Shenick,  of  Ottawa,  to 
open  the  Educational  Conference  by  reading  a  paper  on  Normal 
Schools. 

EDUCATIONAL  CONFERENCE. 


NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

Madam  President,  PVome?i  of  tJic  Council,  and  Teachers: 

I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what  is  expected  in  a  paper 
on  Normal  Schools.  Now,  it  is  always  safe  to  speak  of  what  we 
really  know,  and  in  my  case,  I  am  undoubtedly  best  acquainted 
with  what  is  actually  done  in  one  Normal  School  and  what  the 
general  aim  of  such  schools  is.  First,  as  its  name  implies,  its  aim 
is  normal,  natural,  healthy  ;  and  if  I  say  a  few  words  about  the 
first  Normal  School  in  Canada,  it  may  help  you  to  understand  the 
aim. 
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After  the  Rebellion  of  1837  and  after  the  Act  of  Union,  when 
the  political  atmosphere  was  somewhat  cleared,  people  began  to 
feel  more  certain  that  Canada  could  and  would  be  their  home,  and 
they  beg'an  to  think  about  the  education  of  their  children.  Then 
appeared  the  man  for  the  occasion,  Dr.  Egerton  Ryerson,  who 
knew  well  the  country  and  the  condition  of  the  people.  He  set 
about  the  work  of  preparing  a  system  of  education  for  the  people 
with  earnestness  and  determination,  laid  his  plans  most  carefully, 
visited  Europe,  studied  the  methods  in  different  countries, watched 
the  results  and  made  a  wise  selection  of  what  would  be  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  people  ot  Canada.  Aided  by  the  Government,  who 
placed  almost  unlimited  means  at  his  disposal,  Egerton  Ryerson 
established  the  Public  School  system  of  Upper  Canada,  now  On- 
tario. In  order  that  the  system  should  be  uniformly  carried  out 
as  far  as  possible,  teachers  must  be  trained.  He  understood 
thoroughly  that  a  liberal  education,  though  valuable  and  neces- 
sary, is  not  all  that  is  required  for  a  teacher.  The  teacher  must 
know  how  to  impart  knowledge,  must  understand  child  nature. 

Almost  the  first  school  established  under  this  system  was  the 
Normal  School  in  Toronto.  Here  young  men  and  women  of 
Canada  were  to  be  prepared  and  authorized  to  teach  after  the  most 
approved  methods.  Teachers  for  the  Normal  School  were  selected 
by  Dr.  Ryerson  personally, — a  Principal,  Second  Master,  and 
Specialists  for  Music,  Drawing,  and  Physical  Culture.  Dr.  Ryer- 
son was  made  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Ontario. 

The  Government  grant  at  that  time  was  liberal  ;  liberal  salar- 
ies were  paid  to  all  the  masters,  and  ;^5oo  per  annum  expended 
on  works  of  art  and  books,  and  now  they  have  really  a  very  good 
library  and  quite  a  valuable  and  attractive  museum.  The  original 
Normal  School  building  is  now  entirely  devoted  to  the  library  and 
museum,  and  a  new  building  had  to  be  erected  for  the  class  rooms 
for  students.  At  first  students  took  a  large  part  of  their  literary 
work  there,  and  required  two  years  to  complete  the  course.  As  an  in- 
centive to  do  their  best,  if  a  student  succeeded  at  the  end  of  the 
term  in  taking  a  certificate,  a  bonus  was  given  sufficient  to  pay  the 
board  and  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  Toronto.  The  first  and 
second  class  certificates  are  for  life  and  valid  throughout  Ontario, 
and  now  that  the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  are  becoming  better 
acquainted,  and  the  people  of  the  different  Provinces  have  more  in 
common,  it  cannot  be  very  long  before  there  will  be  one  standard 
of  qualification,  and  certificates  will  be  valid  throughout  the 
Dominion. 

Before  the  Normal  Schools  were  established  in  Ontario,  each 
County  had  its  own  Board  of  Examiners,  and  a  teacher   holding  a 
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certificate  in  one  County  could  not  teach  in  the  adjoining  County, 
if  only  across  the  road.  Now  in  Ontario  we  have  three  Normal 
Schools  and  but  one  Board  of  Examiners.  All  written  work  is 
sent  to  the  Department  in  Toronto,  and  the  practical  work  is 
judged  by  Examiners  sent  from  the  Department  to  the  different 
schools. 

Since  I  have  been  personally  connected  with  Normal  Schools, 
no  bonus  has  been  given  to  students,  and  for  the  last  four  years 
students  have  to  pay  a  small  fee  to  cover  expenses  of  entrance 
examinations.  Attached  to  the  Normal  School  is  a  Model  School, 
which  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Principal  of  the  Normal 
School.  This  Model  School  is  supposed  to  be  a  model  for  the 
public  schools  of  Ontario  and  to  give  the  students  in  training  an 
opportunity  to  put  in  practice  the  methods  taught  to  them  in  the 
Normal  School.  After  entering  the  Normal  School,  the  students 
have  no  practice  in  Model  School  work  during  the  first  eight 
weeks.  When  they  come  into  the  Model  School,  lessons  on  all 
subjects  and  in  all  grades  are  taught  by  the  regular  teachers, 
students  observing  and  noting  how  the  methods  are  put  in  practice. 
After  having  observed,  the  students  then  teach  lessons  in  each  of 
the  classes,  and  in  various  subjects,  the  teacher  in  charge  taking 
the  place  of  critic  ;  after  the  lessons  are  taught  the  student  receives 
an  oral  criticism,  by  which  we  try  to  encourage  by  noting  the  good 
points  and  suggesting  improvements  wherever  we  think  it  will  be 
helpful.  Beside  the  oral  criticism,  a  written  criticism  is  prepared 
for  every  lesson  taught,  and  a  per  centage  value  given  ;  this  is  put 
on  record  and  forms  the  basis  for  determining  the  value  of  the 
session's  work  ;  if  a  student  fails  in  practical  work  no  certificate  is 
granted.  All  students  before  entering  the  Normal  Schools,  must 
now  have  their  literary  training,  also  their  practical  training  in  the 
County  Model  Schools,  for  which  they  receive  a  temporary 
certificate  after  having  taught  at  least  one  year.  The  first  class 
certificate  for  literary  work  is  equivalent  to  the  second  year  in 
the  university,   with  the  addition   of  psychology. 

The  young  men  and  young  women  attend  the  same  lectures, 
must  take  precisely  the  same  course  throughout,  and  the  same 
examination,  yet  when  teachers  actually  enter  upon  their  work, 
the  man  usually  receives  one  third  more  salary  than  the  woman. 
Now  I  feel  strongly  on  this  subject,  and  put  it  plainly  to  this  body 
of  women  workers,  and  hope  among  the  many  subjects  for  their 
consideration  they  may  think  this  one  of  sufficient  importance  to 
eventually  devise  some  means  of  bettering  this  condition  of  affairs. 
There  are  causes  that  we  can  see  ;  the  supply  of  women  teachers  is 
greater  than  the  demand  while  the  supply  of  men  teachers  is  rather 
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less  ;  another  cause,  women  have  no  voice  in  the  regfulation  of 
salaries,  we  have  the  law,  in  Ontario,  that  women  may  be  mem- 
bers of  school  boards,  but  the  women  are  not  there  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  make  any  chang-e  in  the  direction  of  equal  renumera- 
tion.  Our  Normal  Schools  are  not  in  fault  in  any  way  for  this 
state  of  affairs,  they  give  the  same  assistance,  take  the  same 
interest  in  and  turn  out  as  g"Ood  women  teachers  as  men  teachers, 
and  many  more  of  them.  Now  I  hope  I  express  the  wish  of  all  our 
women  teachers  in  laying  the  matter  before  and  asking  the  aid  of 
the  women  of  this  Council,  who  have  set  themselves  apart  to 
smooth  the  rough  way  and  make  the  world  better.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  the  near  future  this  will  be  accomplished.  The 
women  of  British  Columbia,  of  Victoria,  have  fought  the  good  fight 
and  received  the  reward. 

In  the  East,  the  difference  in  salary  of  men  and  women  for 
the  same  work  has  become  so  settled  a  fact  that  I  fear  the  remedy 
cannot  be  so  easily  accomplished  by  the  teachers  themselves. 

The  one  way  through  which  I  see  a  little  light  is  through  the 
Normal  and  Model  Schools.  If  the  Minister  of  Education  can  be 
influenced  to  make  the  salaries  of  the  men  and  women  teachers  of 
the  Model  Schools,  the  same  ;  the  public  schools,  which  are  so 
largely  under  the  control  of  the  Minister,  must  and  will  very  soon 
follow  suit. 

The  members  of  the  Woman's  Council  have  accomplished  so 
much,  with  the  lawmakers  that  they  may  look  forward  to  still 
g-reater  success  as  the  organization  becomes  more  consolidated, 
and  strengthened  by  mutual  assistance  and  common  aims.  The 
Minister  of  Education  of  Ontario  last  year  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  salaries  should  be  equal,  and  is  only  waiting  till  the  people 
are  educated  up  to  that  idea,  and  the  National  Council  of  Women 
can  do  much  in  that  line  of  education, — are  doing  it  unconsciously 
by  the  businesslike  way  their  Council  meetings  are  carried  on. 

I  feel  that  these  few  ideas  are  rather  disconnected,  but  I  am 
not  quite  clear  what  standpoint  you  wished  me  to  take.  I  shall 
be  happy  to  answer  any  questions  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  trust 
the  few  wards  I  have  put  together  so  hastily  on  the  subject  may 
call  out  some  discussion  and  that  the  results  may  be  mutually 
beneficial. 

Mrs.  H.  Grant,  Toronto:  "Is  it  necessary  for  University 
graduates  to  have  experience  before  they  may  enter  the  school  of 
pedagogy  ?" 
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Miss  Shenick,   Ottawa:   "No;  but   the   teacher   must   have 
three  years'  experience  before  entering  the  Normal  School." 

Miss  Reid,   Montreal:   "How  long   is  it   since   the  Victoria 
teachers  achieved  equality  of  salary?" 

Miss  Cameron,  Victoria:  "Madam  President,  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  in  this  respect,  at  least,  we  of  the  West  are  a  whole  gene- 
ration ahead  of  you  people  of  the  East.  Fortunately,  indeed,  for 
the  teaching  profession  in  this  Province,  the  early  framers  of  our 
School  Act  were  men  of  broad  and  fair  views.  In  the  matter  of 
literary  requirements,  and  of  salaries,  positively  no  distinction  was 
made  ;  the  question  of  sex  did  not  enter  into  the  Act  in  letter,  or 
in  spirit.  The  salaries  at  this  time  were  attached  to  the  positions, 
and  definitely  stated  by  the  Act.  The  appointments  to  these 
positions  were  in  the  hands  of  the  local  Trustee  Boards  ;  they 
might  appoint  men  or  women,  but  in  either  case  the  salary  was  the 
same,  as  fixed  by  the  government.  Until  a  few  years  ago,  the 
Provincial  Education  Department  administered  all  schools,  city 
and  rural.  At  that  time  a  portion  of  the  burden  was  taken  over 
by  the  Municipalities,  and  the  City  School  Board  then  had  the  ap- 
portioning of  the  salaries  of  city  teachers.  Since  then,  from  time 
to  time,  some  of  our  City  Trustees  have  advocated  paying  women 
less  than  men  for  doing  the  same  work,  but  fortunately  their 
counsels  have  not  prevailed.  These  Trustees  quote  you  Eastern 
teachers  as  a  reason  for  cutting  salaries,  saying  that  they  can  at 
any  time  import  a  carload  of  you,  willing  to  do  the  Japanese  act, 
and  cut  wages.  The  presence  of  progressive  women,  and  of  fair 
minded  men  on  our  local  Boards,  has  so  far  protected  us  from 
those  who  hold  the  Dark  Ages'  ideas  of  the  effete  East  on  this 
salary  question." 

Mrs  Gordon  Grant,  Victoria,  explained  that  it  was  very 
difficult  at  times  to  combat  this  evil  of  unequal  salaries  on  the 
School  Board. 

Miss  Shenick,  Ottawa,  remarked,  amid  laughter,  that  in  the 
East  she  had  heard  that  in  Victoria,  Indians  and  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel  were  excluded  from  participation  in  school  matters  ! 

The  Minutes  were  then  read,  the  Recording  Secretary  explain- 
ing that  she  had  been  delayed  in  arriving,  owing  to  failure  to  catch 
the  car. 

After  their  approval,  Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  Convener  of  the 
Victoria  Hospitality  Committee,  read  the  following  invitation  from 
Hon.   Abraham  Smith,  U.  S.  Consul  : — 
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CONSULATE  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

VICTORIA,   BRITISH   COLUMBIA,   JULY  26th,  1900. 

MR?.   GORDON  GRANT. 

Chairman  Entertainment  Committee, 

National  Council  of  Women,  Victoria,  B.  C. 

DEAR  MADAM, 

Admiral  Kautz  informs  me  that  the  magnificent  battleship  "Iowa",  the 
largest  man-of-war  ever  on  the  Pacific  coast,  will  arrive  at  Victoria  some  time 
to-morrow,  and  remain  till  Saturday  evening. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  writing  you  that  Admiral,  Captain  and  Consul 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  Ladies  of  the  National  Council  to  visit  this 
ship  on  Saturday,  28th  inst.,  at  2  p.m. 

Should  be  much  pleased  to  have  as  many  of  the  ladies  as  find  it  convenient 
to  do  so,  call  and  inspect  the  pride  of  our  American  Navy. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

(Sgd.)   ABRAHAM  E.  SMITH, 

U.   S.  Consul. 

Miss  Ross,  Toronto,  was  called  upon  b)^  the  President  for 
her  paper  on  Khiderg-arten  Work,  but  not  being-  present,  the  paper 
by  Mrs.  Boomer,  London,  was  read  by  Mrs.  Day,  Victoria,  on 
Domestic  Science. 

A  FEW  THOUGHTS  UPON  DEFINITE  TRAINING  FOR 
THE  GIRLS  IN  OUR  SCHOOLS. 


The  expression,  "  the  survival  of  the  fittest,"  is  capable  of 
many  adaptations,  and  without  going  into  the  deep  problem  of  the 
evolution  of  the  species  with  which  it  is,  in  the  ordinary  mind, 
more  generally  associated,  I  would  venture  to  make  use  of  it  with 
special  reference  to  the  fuller  realization,  which  has  happily  come 
in  our  own  day,  of  the  need  for  some  radical  reform  in  our  present 
educational  methods,  and  to  the  welcome  fact  that  such  recog- 
nition is  already  bearing  fruit  all  over  the  world,  as  well  as  in 
England  and  her  Colonies. 

The  Schoolmaster  and  the  more  enlightened  parent,  now-a- 
days,  are  beginning  alike  to  look  upon  education  from  another 
and  higher  point  of  view  ;  to  accept  as  its  aim  and  object,  from 
the  kindergarten  upwards,  the  training  of  the  individual  child, 
through  its  various  stages  of  development,  until  it  is  equipped, 
mentally  and  morally,  to  take  its  place,  as  the  full  grown  man  or 
woman,  in  whatever  position  in  life  he  or  she  may  be   called   upon 
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to  fill.  There  is  now  a  wider  recog-nition  given  to  the  necessity 
for  adapting  the  subject  taught  not  only  to  the  age  and  capacity, 
but  also  to  the  sex  of  the  pupil  ;  that  the  school  curriculum  should 
recognize  all  sides  of  the  educational  requirements  of  the  child,  and 
that  while  aiming  at  "giving  the  world  more  complete,  all-round, 
harmonious  boys,"  it  should  aim  at  giving  it  also,  the  complete, 
all-round,  harmonious  girls,  the  womanly  women  who  will  become 
the  wives  of  many  of  those  boys,  and  the  home  makers  and  home 
keepers  of  our  land. 

Whilst  there  are  many  subjects  which  can  with  great  advan- 
tage be  taught  conjointly  in  our  schools  to  the  advantage  of  both 
girls  and  boys,  yet  there  are  points  of  divergence  and  diversity  of 
characteristics  which  cause  them  essentially  to  differ,  and  which 
have  to  be  reckoned  with  by  the  teacher,  if  results  are  to  be  the 
fair  test  of  the  progress  made.  A  farmer  does  not  plant  all  his 
fields  with  one  kind  of  produce,  or  devote  too  much  space  to  orna- 
mental culture,  neglecting  to  sow  good  seed,  when  he  knows  that 
without  it  there  will  be  no  golden  grain  to  fall  to  his  sickle.  No, 
he  knows  too  well  how  to  prepare  his  land  ;  what  requires  top 
dressing,  and  what  may  lie  fallow,  &c.,  and  he  takes  very  special 
care  that  the  soil  shall  be  just  such  as  will  bear  good  fruit. 
Neither  does  the  tradesman  lay  in  a  stock  of  only  such  materials  as 
will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  wealthy  amongst  his  customers. 
He  makes  provision  for  all,  knowing  that  the  balance  in  his  ledger 
depends  upon  his  supply  equalling  in  quantity  and  quality  the  de- 
mand to  be  made  upon  it.  He  has  to  use  wide  discrimination  in 
the  purchase  of  his  goods,  if  he  would  secure  a  ready  sale  for  them 
and  make  a  fair  profit  by  them.  Is  it  not  fair,  then,  to  ask  that 
as  in  the  training  of  the  boy,  the  future  husband,  (or  houseband, 
to  be  literal),  so  in  that  of  the  girl,  the  future  housewife,  some 
such  discrimination  and  provision  should  be  made  ?  Education  is 
a  very  large  part  of  the  stock  in  trade  of  both,  and  great  care 
should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  made  for  each,  if  we  would 
have  a  reasonable  hope  that  there  should  be  for  them,  as  for  the 
farmer  and  tradesman,  anything  like  adequate  results. 

Evolution,  then,  has  brought  our  educationalists  to  a  clearer 
conception  of  the  truer  meaning  of  education  ;  a  conception  which 
has  found  expression  in  the  formation  of  special  classes  for  Tech- 
nical Instruction  for  boys  and  Domestic  Science  for  girls,  as  well 
as  by  the  establishment  of  Colleges  for  the  training  of  teachers  in 
both  these  branches.  Wherever  those  classes  and  these  training 
schools  have  been  established  they  have  been  a  marked  success. 
They  have  given  our  girls  their  chance,  an  opportunity  of  which 
they  have  not  been  slow  to  avail  themselves.      It  is  no  longer  con- 
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sidered  an  accepted  fact  that  our  girls  should  be  born  housekeep- 
ers, any  more  than  that  our  boys  should  be  born  ready-made 
lawyers,  doctors  and  mechanics  ;  that  girls  should  at  birth  be 
necessarily  endowed  with  what  has  been  called  "  a  discriminating 
eye  for  butcher's  meat,  "  or  an  instinctive  knowledge  of  all  the 
intricacies  of  house-craft  ;  on  the  contrary,  some  are  even  born 
with  a  positive  distaste  for  it,  and  if  the  bent  of  their  earlier  educa- 
tion tends  to  the  development  of  the  head  wholly  at  the  expense  of 
the  fingers,  they  are  not  unlikely  to  grow  up  like  the  man  who 
was  "all  alive  on  one  side  of  his  brain  and  a  noodle  on  the 
other."  The  plea  that  both  head  and  hand  should  share  in  the 
culture  of  the  child  is  no  longer  contemptuously  dubbed  a  "  fad  " 
or  a  "hobbv,"  except  by  those  incapable  of  looking  at  both. sides 
of  any  question,  or  unwilling  to  give  themselves  the  trouble  to 
think  about  it  at  all.  That  this  kind  of  training  has  passed  out  of 
the  fad-and-hobby-stage  in  Canada  is  demonstrated  by  the  gener- 
ous gift  of  $2,000.00  from  Lord  Strathconato  the  Ontario  School  of 
Domestic  Science  and  Art  in  Hamilton,  as  well  as  by  the  princely 
appropriation  of  Sir  William  Macdonald,  of  Montreal,  to  cover  the 
cost  of  a  centre  for  Manual  Training  in  each  of  the  eight  Provinces 
of  the  Dominion  ;  and  the  proposition  is  under  consideration  to 
send  several  teachers  from  Canada  to  Great  Britain  and  Sweden, 
to  take  their  course  of  training  tl^ere,  and  to  see  for  themselves  the 
educational  systems  and  methods  which  have  there  been  crowned 
with  such  marked  success. 

The  result  of  the  first  year's  trial  of  Domestic  Science  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  is  thus  reported  by  their 
Supervisor,  Mr.  McKay  : — "This  department  has  become  the  most 
popular  in  the  City.  Since  the  pupils  and  their  parents  have  come 
to  understand  the  nature  and  value  of  the  instruction  given,  the 
demand  for  admission  to  the  classes  is  so  great  as  to  be  almost 
embarrassing.  Even  the  mothers  and  sisters  of  the  pupils  are  in 
some  instances  desirous  of  attending.  The  course  is  completed  in 
22  lessons  taken  by  about  300  girls  from  the  senior  grades  of  the 
schools." 

In  Great  Britain  the  Inspectors  report  "most  successful 
progress  ;  the  girls  keenly  enjoy  their  lessons.  They  are  taught 
to  be  cleanly,  careful  and  economical,"  the  same  testimony  being 
"dittoed"  by  the  Royal  Commissioner  of  Ireland,  and  the  educa- 
tional authorities  of  other  parts  of  Europe,   and  the  United  States. 

It  will  not  be  long,  let  us  hope  and  confidently  believe,  before 
the  present  financial  cloud  may  have  passed  from  the  horizon  of 
London    the   less,    and   thus   that    the    privilege  extended  to  other 
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educational  centres  may  no  long-er  be  denied  us.      Not  only  would 
this  teaching-  be  a  practical  reply  to  the  outcry  that  women  even 
here  are  crowding  men  out  of  wage-earning  lines  of  business,   for 
which  under   present   conditions   their  education  is  positively  and 
directly  training   them,    but   it   would  cultivate  in  the  girl-child  a 
taste  and  an  aptitude  for  the  truer  vocation   of  wife  and  mother, 
the  birthright  ot  every  daughter  of  Eve  wherever  she  may  first  see 
the  light.      And  from  what  condition  ot  things  have  not  these  truer 
views  of  education  been  evolved  ?      In  the  first  year  of  the  present 
century  in  Dr.  Gregory's  "Legacy  to  my   Daughters",  which  was 
commended  to  all  pupils   as   an    approved   guide   to   conduct,    he 
says  : — "  If  you  happen  to  have  any  learning,   keep  it  a  profound 
secret,  especially  from  men,  who  look  with  jealous,    malignant  eye 
on  a  woman  of  great  parts  and  understanding,"  whilst  a  woman 
*  who  had  dared  to  write  a  book  pleading  for  larger  opportunities  for 
education,  was  called  a  "Hyena  in  petticoats."     Was  it  any  wonder, 
then,   that  under  such  a  false  conception  of  what  a  woman  should 
be  and  do,  she  should  become  either  a  puppet  or  a  slave,  or  believe 
that  her  best  proof  of  refinement  should  be  to  faint  at  the  sight  ol 
a  beetle,    or  to  swoon   at  the  advent  of  a  mouse,   because  by  so 
doing  she  could  best  show  her  helpless  dependence  upon  the  sterner 
sex?     This  was  the  time,  too,  when  a  man   could  sell  his   wife  in 
the  public  market  place,  or  exchange  her  for  a  cow  or  even  a  quid 
of  tobacco   without   the  transaction  calling  for  more  than  passing 
comment.      There  have  been   many  swings  of  the  pendulum  since 
then,  the  inevitable  re-action  always  following,   after  perhaps  long 
intervals,  upon  the  discovery  of  mistakes  made  in   the  attempt   to 
re-adjust,   or   to   accept,    new  methods  of  education.      But  I  think 
we  are    now    nearing  a  happier  medium,  a  fairer  and  a  safer  basis 
for   the   culture  of  the  rising  generation.      While  such  subjects  as 
"Food  in  Relation  to  true  Economics  ;"    "Dust  and  its  Dangers  ;" 
"Practical  Study  of  the  Cellar,  the  Yard,  the  Laundry,  the  Kitchen, 
the  Store-room,  and  Household  Supplies,"  as  well  as  practical  in- 
struction in  the  purchase  and  economical  cooking  of  food,  of  value 
to   mistress  and   maid  alike,   form   some  of  the  proposed  subjects 
upon  the  re-constructed  curriculum  of  our  schools,  our   girls  need 
not   fear   lest   they   should    begin    their    m.arried   lives   in   sublime 
ignorance  of  the  duties  which   will  confront  them  from  the  very 
outset,  and  to  which  ignorance  and  its  consequences  even  the  most 
devoted  husband  will  only  be  indulgently  blind  so  long  as  his  diges- 
tion can  stand  the  strain,  and  his  earnings  suffice  to  meet  the  leakage 
caused  by  incompetence. 

The  writer  is  conscious  that  she  has  barely  touched  the  fringe 
of  her  subject  ;   that  she  has  left  very  much  unsaid  which  ought  to 
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have  been  said,  and  which  perhaps  she  might  have  tried  to  say, 
had  time  and  space  permitted,  but,  in  conclusion,  she  will  content 
herself  with  simply  asserting-  that  everything  which  in  the  Mother 
Country  she  saw  and  heard,  only  served  to  strengthen  and  confirm 
her  conviction,  that  as  surely  as  two  halves  make  a  whole,  so  only 
can  the  individual  be  truly  educated,  and  the  mental  and  moral 
growth  of  that  individual  be  ensured,  when  provision  is  made  for  the 
sustenance  of  both.  When  out  of  all  the  systems  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  tried,  rejected,  tried  again  with  additions,  modifi- 
cations and  variations,  that  alone  is  accepted  which  is  based  upon 
the  certainty  that  only  by  what  nature  assimilates  can  life-giving 
tissue  of  brain  or  body  be  produced,  that  no  mere  accumulation  of 
indigestible  facts  will  ever  bring  into  perfect  manhood  or  woman- 
hood the  boy  or  girl  of  this  or  of  any  generation  yet  to  come,  then 
and  then  only  may  we  be  satisfied  that  the  "fittest"  has  been  found 
at  last.      May  it  long  "survive." 

Enthusiastic  applause  greeted  the  reading  of  this  paper. 

The  President  remarked  that  in  consideration  of  the  similar- 
ity between  the  two  subjects,  it  would  be  advisable  that  the  paper 
on  Domestic  Science  be  followed  by  that  on  Manual  Training,  pre- 
pared by  Mrs.  McNaughton,  Montreal.  It  was  read  by  Miss  Reid, 
Montreal,  as  follows  : 


SOME  ASPECTS  OF  MANUAL  TRAINING. 


The  following  paper  is  but  a  brief  outline  of  a  subject  that 
would  require  a  volume  for  any  exhaustive  treatment.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  thoughts  so  presented  may  be  suggestive  and  provocative 
of  discussion,  from  which  we  may  all  derive  benefit. 

We  must  first  consider  shortly  what  Manual  Training  is.  It 
is  a  system  of  educational  handwork — a  training  not  alone  of  the 
mental,  but  the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the  child.  This  ed- 
ucational handwork,  or  to  give  it  the  proper  name — Sloyd — is  car- 
ried on  by  means  of  various  materials,  so  that  we  have  paper 
Sloyd,  cloth  Sloyd,  wood  Sloyd,  metal  Sloyd  and  kitchen  Sloyd, 
but,  whatever  the  material,  the  object  of  the  study  is  formative 
rather  than  utilitarian.  Here  I  must  touch  briefly  upon  a  popular 
misconception  as  to  the  aim  of  such  a  study.  One  argument,  used 
by  the  friends  of  the  system,  which  undoubtedly  fosters  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  a  misconception  of  its  scope  and,  in  some  directions,  actual 
hostility,  is  that  the  Manual  Training  for  girls  should  be  courses 
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in  cookings  and  sewing-  to  prepare  them  for  their  future  work  in 
Hfe.  The  theory  underlying  this  is  the  long-  exploded  idea  that 
the  elementary  schools  should  teach  trades  to  our  boys  and  girls. 
Hence  arises  the  hostility  from  the  associations  of  working-men, 
who,  whilst  possibly  willing  for  girls  to  so  learn  a  trade,  yet  view 
with  suspicion  the  wood  and  metal  Sloyd  for  boys  as  constituting 
a  short  cut  to  the  success  that  would  snatch  the  bread  from  the 
mouth  of  the  artisan.  To  those  who  look  upon  educational  sub- 
jects from  such  a  utilitarian  point  of  view,  I  would  point  out  that 
this  insistence  upon  cooking  and  sewing  as  the  only  proper  manual 
training  courses  for  girls,  results  from  a  wrong  conception  of  the 
whole  subject,  and  furthermore,  that  these  courses,  as  at  present 
arranged,  are  not  only  wrong  in  theory,  but  are  inadequate  in 
cenception  and  educatively  useless  in  execution.  To  prove  this, 
let  us  bear  in  mind  what  has  been  well  established  by  a  test  ex- 
tending over  many  years  in  Sweden — that  our  elementary  schools 
cannot  and  should  not  teach  trades — and  yet  the  strongest  argu- 
ment for  these  courses  is  that  as  future  housekeepers  our  girls 
should  be  prepared  by  them  for  their  work  in  life.  The  schools 
have  not  this  work  of  turning  out  cooks  and  seamstresses,  but 
rather  the  training  of  the  individual  so  that  with  high  ideals  of  life, 
with  every  faculty  quick  with  intelligent  interest,  with  physical 
powers  so  developed  that  the  deft  hand  and  the  keen  eye  work  in 
harmony  with  the  mind,  the  child  is  prepared  for  whatever  work 
in  life  awaits  him  or  her,  whether  it  be  in  the  college,  the  work- 
shop, the  factory,  or  the  home.  Note  well  that  cooking  and  sew- 
ing have  their  place,  but  let  that  place  be  determined,  and  let  a 
proper  educational  value  be  given  to  them,  and  do  not  exalt  them 
as  the  panacea  for  many  of  the  ills  that  afflict  society  ;  for  to  the 
lack  of  such  training,  enthusiasts  have  attributed  such  social  sores 
as  intemperance,  divorce,  et  hoc  genus  oni/ie. 

Granting  a  certain  limited  value  to  Manual  Training  courses 
in  cooking  and  sewing,  we  must  consider  whether  this  value  is 
obtained  under  present  conditions.  To  show  their  inadequacy,  I 
need  only  point  out  that  the  cooking  classes  are  dissociated  to  a 
great  extent  from  the  chemistry  relating  to  the  food,  its  prepara- 
tion, and  its  effect  on  the  body,  so  that  the  work  becomes  largely 
mechanical  and  the  educational  value  is  lost.  Again,  to  obtain  the 
full  educational  value  of  a  course  in  sewing,  the  aim  must  be 
something  more  than  mere  deftness  in  handling  the  needle.  Why 
could  not  sewing  be  worked  in  harmony  with  the  drawing  course, 
so  that  mechanical  repetition  of  the  action  is  supplemented  by  the 
mental  stimulus  of  designing?  Work  done  w^ithout  relation  to 
these  mental  stimuli  results  possibly  in  deftness  in  the  use  of  tools. 
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but  schools  exist  for  something"  more  than  handiness.  I  should 
also  like  to  ask  why  confine  these  courses  to  girls'  classes  ?  Do 
we  seek  to  accentuate  by  such  feeble  devices  that  differentiation  of 
sex  for  which  nature  has  already  made  every  provision  ?  Do  boys 
never  need,  in  the  days  of  bachelordom,  to  sew  on  a  button,  to 
darn  a  gaping  sock,  or  mend  a  rent?  In  the  Swedish  schools, 
where  experience  has  been  gained  by  many  years'  trial,  the  little 
lads  learn  to  sew  and  darn  as  neatly  as  their  sisters.  To  determine 
the  place  of  cooking  and  sewing  in  our  schools  we  do  not  need  to 
blunder  on  till  a  final  solution  of  our  problems  is  evolved.  We 
have  the  experience  of  other  countries  to  guide  us.  It  is  to  Tin- 
land  that  we  owe  the  introduction  of  Manual  Training  into  the 
public  schools  by  Uno  Cygaens,  whose  views  were  derived  from 
Froebel  and  Pestalozzi.  From  Finland  the  principles  were  carried 
into  Sweden  by  Herr  Otto  Salomon  and  thoroughly  tested  at  the 
school  he  founded  at  Naas,  near  Gothenburg,  now  become  a  train- 
ing school  for  teachers  from  all  over  the  world.  Various  kinds  of 
educational  handwork  were  taught  for  some  years,  but  being 
subjected  to  certain  fundamental  educational  tests,  it  was  found 
that  of  all  the  materials  employed,  nothing  was  so  well  adapted 
for  the  purpose  of  formative  education,  as  handwork  in  wood, 
therefore  all  other  materials  were  abandoned  in  this  school  in  favor 
of  wood  Sloyd  ;  but,  throughout  the  Swedish  schools,  Sloyd  of 
various  kinds  is  taught.  The  children  begin  at  the  age  of  seven 
and  continue  until  the  age  of  fourteen,  paper  Sloyd  being  the  first 
to  exercise  their  faculties  ;  then  comes  cloth  Sloyd,  when  both  boys 
and  girls  take  up  sewing  courses  ;  the  girls  continue  this  course 
longer  than  the  boys,  who  take  up  the  wood  and  metal  Sloyd, 
whilst  the  girls  take  a  more  extended  course  in  cloth  Sloyd  and 
kitchen  Sloyd.  In  all  this  work  the  effort  is  not  alone  to  create, 
but  to  suggest  the  work  of  the  future  life,  whilst  there  is  no  effort 
to  help  them  to  a  position  where  they  can  take  the  bread  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  laboring  man.  Undoubtedly,  this  preliminary 
training  of  hand  and  eye  helps  them  to  grasp  a  trade  better,  should 
they  take  one  up  in  the  future,  but  their  work  does  not  enter  into 
competition  with  that  of  the  artisan  in  any  line.  In  the  field  of  art 
this  training  of  eye  and  hand  is  most  helpful,  for  the  boy  or  girl 
whose  bent  is  for  art  will  be,  after  a  course  in  Sloyd,  a  better 
painter,  sculptor,  or  architect. 

But  what  are  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  this  addition 
to  our  school  curriculum  ? 

1.  To  instil  a  taste  for  and  a  love  of  work  in  general. 

2.  To  inspire  respect  for  rough,  honest,  bodily  labor. 
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3.  To  develop  independence  and  self-reliance. 

4.  To    train    in    habits     of    order,     exactness,    neatness    and 
cleanliness. 

5.  To  accustom  the  child  to  attention,  industry,  perseverance 
and  patience. 

6.  To  train   the   eye    and   sense   of  form— to   give    a   g-eneral 
dexterity  of  hand  and  to  develop  touch. 

7.  To  promote  the  development  of  the  physical  powers. 

These  are  the  strictly  formative  educational  aims  of  this  system 
of  handwork,  but  the  utilitarian  results  also  secured  are  : — 

1.  Dexterity  in  the  use  of  tools. 

2.  Execution  of  exact  work. 

We  must  also  note  here  that  the  so-called  dull  children,  that 
is  those  who  are  slow  in  intellectual  perception,  are  so  stimulated 
by  their  success  in  this  direction  that  their  mental  processes  are 
actually  quickened  so  that  they  perceptibly  improve  in  their  grasp 
of  all  the  subjects  of  the  curriculum.  How  may  these  advantages 
be  best  obtained  ?  It  is  evident  that  more  time  must  be  given  than 
hitherto.  A  lesson  in  Sloyd  should  last  two  hours  and  be  given 
at  least  twice  a  week.  In' Stockholm  and  Gothenburg,  seven  and 
a  half  hours  a  week  are  given  to  it.  What  an  error,  too,  in 
reserving  the  Manual  Training  until  the  child  is  far  advanced  in 
his  school  life.  It  should  be  continued  in  the  various  grades  from 
the  kindergarten  up  to  the  senior.  When  the  child  is  sufficiently 
advanced  in  drawing  and  dexterous  in  the  use  ot  tools,  its  individ- 
uality and  originality  should  be  exercised  by  producing  original 
designs,  although  from  an  early  age  simple  outline  designs  are 
possible  to  even  young  children  in  the  sewing  courses.  A  well 
known  English  educationalist  has  declared  that  "children  learn 
more  during  the  first  year  than  in  the  rest  of  their  lives  "  ;  this  is 
probably  an  exaggeration,  but  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong  if  we 
extend  the  term  to  the  first  six  or  seven  years.  The  great  activity 
of  children  and  their  thirst  for  knowledge  require,  at  an  early  age, 
nourishing  and  proper  direction,  so  that  their  natural  inclinations 
become  constructive  rather  than  destructive.  Herbert  Spencer 
has  pointed  out  that  "  there  is  a  given  order  in  which,  and  a  given 
rate  at  which,  the  faculties  unfold  ;  if  by  excess  of  culture  the 
intellect  in  general  is  developed  to  a  degree  beyond  that  which  is 
natural  to  its  age,  the  abnormal  advantages  gained  will  inevitably 
be   accompanied   by   an   equivalent,    or   more   than  an  equivalent. 
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evil."  It  is  particularly  in  the  grades  for  the  younger  children 
that  we  need  to  guard  against  the  evil  of  excessive  mental  work, 
although  this  intellectual  pressure  is  usually  characteristic  of  the 
entire  curriculum.  From  this  danger,  Manual  Training  delivers  us 
by  exercising  harmoniously  all  the  powers,  so  that  the  individual 
is  developed  more  or  less  evenly. 

Let  us  not  hesitate  to  put  the  Sloyd  knife  into  the  hands  of 
our  girls,  as  well  as  our  boys,  for  it  has  been  conclusively  proved 
that  the  best  educational  results  are  obtained  from  the  w'ork  in 
wood.  The  familiar  joke  of  the  comic  papers  about  the  woman 
who  hits  her  fingers  instead  of  the  nail,  at  which  she  directs  her 
hammer,  would  lose  its  point  if  girls  were  taught  to  handle  the 
common  tools  whose  use  is  an  every-day  necessity  in  the  home,  so 
that  a  direct  utilitarian  result  is  gained.  Salzmann  says,  "a  man 
is  only  half  a  man  who  cannot  use  his  hands,  because  he  is  so  de- 
pendent on  others  "  ;  and  this  is  true  of  the  other  sex,  especially  in 
a  country  like  ours  where  much  general  labor  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
woman.  A  vital  question  is, — should  special  teachers  do  this  work 
in  our  schools  ?  If  it  is  ever  to  become  a  successful  part  of  our 
school  system  it  must  be  through  the  work  of  the  regular  teachers. 
Artisans  were  once  universally  employed  for  the  wood  Sloyd,  but 
experience  proved  that  the  ordinan,-  workman  was  not  adapted  to 
it,  for  it  is  not  skill  that  we  aim  at,  but  education,  and  the  artisan 
looks  at  the  matter  from  the  trade  point  of  view  ;  he  helps  the 
children  too  much  at  critical  points, — it  is  so  much  easier  for  him  to 
do  than  to  teach.  Discipline,  too,  requires  the  trained  teacher, 
and,  from  a  social  point  of  view,  it  was  found  that  the  pupils  had 
more  respect  for  their  regular  teacher  than  for  the  artisan,  and  felt 
more  pride  in  doing  well  what  he  did  so  correctly.  It  would  be 
impossible  also  to  secure  special  teachers  outside  the  cities,  so  it 
is  evident  that  it  must  be  a  pa''t  of  the  equipment  of  the  regularly 
trained  Normal  School  teacher.  Here,  too,  the  question  of  ex- 
pense is  a  vital  one,  for  the  cost  of  special  teachers  would  be  pro- 
hibitive, whilst  the  cost  of  training  in  the  Normal  Schools  would 
be  moderate  in  comparison. 

Finally,  we  might  ask  how  Canada  is  moving  in  this  matter. 
Five  years  ago  at  the  Convention  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women  held  in  Toronto,  this  subject  was  under  discussion.  It 
was  then  found  that,  except  in  a  few  isolated  cases,  nothing  was 
being  done  in  the  various  provinces.  Looking  back  over  the  five 
years  we  can  see  some  advance  ;  Ontario  has  endorsed  the  move- 
ment by  incorporating  it  into  her  public  school  system.  The 
foundation  of  the  Macdonald-Sloyd  schools,  during  the  past  year 
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throughout  Canada,  is  a  movement  of  the  highest  importance. 
Training  courses  for  teachers  are  promised  in  the  Brockville  school 
during  this  season,  so  that  a  strong  impetus  will  be  given  in  the 
near  future  to  what  is  without  doubt  the  most  important  educa- 
tional movement  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  From  some  of  the 
delegates  from  the  various  provinces  we  hope  to  hear  encouraging 
reports  of  the  interest  felt  in  this  subject  by  the  public  and 
especially  by  educational  authorities,  it  having  been  found  impos- 
sible owing  to  the  late  date  at  which  this  paper  was  prepared  to 
secure  such  information. 

Considerable  discussion  was  evoked  by  the  above  paper. 

Miss  Shenick  stated  that  in  Ottawa  a  manual  training  school 
had  been  established,  but  no  provision  had  been  made  for  girls. 

The  President — ^"  What  is  the  Local   Council  there  doing?" 

Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon,  pointed  out  that  the  Macdonald- 
Sloyd  system  was  intended  only  for  boys. 

Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  explained  that  the  system  was  to  be 
extended  to  girls  in  the  near  future. 

Mrs.  Cummings  said  that  the  donor  was  guided  to  a  consider- 
able extent  when  making  the  gift,  by  Professor  Robertson,  and 
that  at  first  there  was  some  intention  to  provide  domestic  training 
for  the  girls,  but  this  was  not  carried  out. 

Mrs.  Cochrane,  Kingston,  said  that  this  year  the  head  of 
the  Kingston  public  school  had  spent  his  vacation  in  visiting 
schools  in  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  information 
regarding  the  introduction  of  manual  training  into  this  country. 
For  the  past  two  years,  classes  for  domestic  science  had  been 
operated  in  connection  with  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and  were  doing 
great  work.  The  ladies  interested  had  devoted  money  to  the  sup- 
port of  these  classes,  and  also  for  instruction  in  teaching  and 
cooking. 

Miss  Shenick,  Ottawa,  stated  that  in  the  Ottawa  Normal 
School,  the  lady  students  obtained  their  instruction  in  domestic 
science  from  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  In  fact  domestic  science  was  a  sub- 
ject to  which  they  had  to  devote  considerable  time,  and  upon  which 
examinations  are  held. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  remarked  that  the  teaching  of 
domestic  science  should  commence  in  the  kindergarten.  (Applause). 
The  grand  object  in  view  was  to  create  in  the   children   a   love  for 
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domestic  work.  Little  children  learned  more  in  this  way  during- 
the  first  five  or  six  years  of  their  lives,  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  maxim  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  appealed  very  forcibly  to 
her,  —  "give  me  a  child  for  the  first  seven  years  of  his  life,  and  I 
will  have  no  fear  for  him  afterwards." 

Miss  Priddis,  London,  mentioned  that  in  London  there  was 
as  yet  no  school  in  which  this  science  was  taught,  but  the  Local 
Council  of  Women  had  the  matter  in  hand  and  had  fought  for  its 
establishment. 

The  President  reminded  Miss  Priddis  that  the  City  Council 
there  had  passed  a  resolution  on  this  subject,  but  that  it  had  not 
yet  taken  effect.  The  Council  had  granted  a  sum  for  this  purpose, 
but  were  desirous  that  the  matter  be  deferred  for  another  year. 

Miss  Shenick,  Ottawa,  informed  the  Council  that  the  Minister 
of  Education  of  Ontario  was  responsible  for  the  intimation  that 
domestic  science  would  shortly  be  taught  in  the  Normal  Schools 
of  that  province. 

Mrs.  Grant,  Toronto,  could  not  understand  why  boys  and 
girls  should  be  debarred  from  obtaining  instruction  in  the  various 
trades.  Twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  only  three  employments 
open  to  girls  ;  now  there  were  a  large  number.  Women  were 
possessed  of  capabilities  which  would  enable  them  to  enter  all  the 
professions,  but  have  hitherto  not  had  the  opportunity  ot  demon- 
strating this.  Technical  training  would  enable  them  to  select 
their  occupation  in  life  with  a  larger  degree  of  certainty. 

Mrs.  Cummings  spoke  with  a  great  amount  of  pride  regard- 
ing the  grand  work  being  carried  on  by  Mrs.  Massey-Treble,  in 
Toronto.  She  was  establishing-  a  school  in  Toronto  to  rival  that 
of  the  famous  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  and  had  spent  many 
thousands  of  dollars  on  it  already.  There  were  classes  for  very 
young  children  and  for  older  children  and  also  for  adults.  The 
other  day,  the  Minister  of  Education  arranged  that  one  hundred 
school  children  from  the  public  schools  should  undergo  daily 
instruction  at  tliis  institution  in  the  branches  which  were  being- 
taught  there.  New  departments  were  constantly  being  added, 
and  the  appliances  could  not  be  surpassed  anywhere,  as  Mrs. 
Treble  felt  that  it  was  not  fair  that  Canadian  g-irls  should  be  com- 
pelled to  go  to  the  United  States  for  training  in   domestic  science. 

Lady  Taylor  did  not,  however,  think  that  this  system  would 
become  universal  until  it  was  taught  in  all  the  schools,  and  by 
teachers  duly  qualified.      In  Toronto  there  was  a  ladies'  association 
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to  provide  needlework  for  people  who  required  it.  One  ot  the 
ladies  directly  interested  said  that  if  an  English  women  came  to 
the  Association  seeking-  for  work  she  was  always  able  to  sew. 
The  same  could  be  said  of  Scotch  and  Irish  women,  but  a  Canadian 
woman  never  knew  how  to  sew.      (Laughter.) 

A  Delegate — It's  a  libel. 

The  President — "No,  it  is  so.  This  statement,"  she  added, 
"was  made,  by  the  lady  referred  to,  to  the  Toronto  Public  School 
Board.  Whatever  might  be  our  failings,  we  should  not  be  afraid 
to  admit  them.      Let  the  next  generation  be  taught."      (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  volunteered  the  theory  that 
sewing  machines  were  in  a  measure  responsible  for  the  inability  of 
Canadian  girls  to  sew. 

Miss  Lougheed,  London,  inquired  of  the  Recording  Secretary, 
if  Mrs.  Treble's  institution  was  a  free  one. 

Mrs.  Cummings  replied  that  some  of  the  classes  were  free 
and  some  were  not,  the  principle  being  that  children  value  more 
that  for  which  they  pay  something.  (Applause.)  The  school, 
certainly,  could  not  be  self-supporting. 

Miss  Cameron,  Victoria, — "Don't  you  think  that  while  you 
are  discussing  the  inauguration  of  these  various  institutions,  we 
are  forgetting  the  natural  function  of  the  home  !  It  is  the  mother's 
place  to  instruct  the  child  offender  years.      (x\pplause.) 

A  Voice — "When  has  the  mother  time  to  teach  her  children 
to  sew  ?" 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  was  of  the  opinion  that  there 
were  too  many  children  upon  the  street,  who  should  be  in  the 
nursery,  where  instruction  could  be  given. 

Miss  Bowes,  Victoria,  maintained  that  many  children  live 
largely  on  the  street  during  the  day,  because  there  is  no  other 
place  for  them,  except  perhaps  the  kitchen.  The  land-investing 
people,  so  intent  upon  securing  as  many  advantages  from  their 
property  as  possible,  erect  too  many  houses  on  their  lots,  and  leave 
no  playground  for  the  children.  The  point  raised  by  Miss  Fitz- 
Gibbon was  a  vital  one.  How  are  we  to  keep  the  children  off  the 
streets  ?  In  her  opinion,  the  only  remedy  was  to  establish  a  kin- 
dergarten. Mothers  would  be  relieved  of  the  care  of  their  little 
ones  tor  three  or  four  hours— tired  mothers,— who  have  enough  to 
do  to  struggle  with   the   bread   and   butter  question,  and   have  no 
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time  to  teach  their  children  to  sew.  The  point  might  be  raised 
that  mothers  should  teach  geography,  reading  and  grammar  ; 
many  of  the  mothers  are  quite  capable  of  doing  so,  but  want  of 
time  would  not  permit  them. 

A  Voice — "Then  they  should  not  have  children.    (Laughter). 

Mrs.  Maitland-Dougall,  Victoria,  said  she  was  one  of  those 
who  believed  in  instructing  the  little  ones  in  sewing  and  other 
branches  of  house  work.  She  had  taught  her  daughter,  when  a 
little  girl,  to  use  a  needle  and  thread,  and  now  at  eighteen,  she 
could  work  extremely  well.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  sewing 
machine  was  a  great  simplifier  and  obviated  labour,  but  it  did  not 
dispense  with  the  necessity  for  knowing  how  to  sew. 

Miss  Ross,  Toronto,  who  had  just  arrived,  was  called  upon 
for  her  address  on  the  Kindergarten.  She  spoke  on  the  Spiritual 
Side  of  Kindergarten  Work,  but  opened  her  address  with  a  few 
words  about  the  National  Council.  On  her  way,  she  said,  from 
the  East  to  the  West,  she  picked  up  three  words  that  had  been 
dropped  at  various  meetings.  At  Brandon  the  word  was  "vision" 
which  had  been  used  by  Mrs.  McEwen,  when  she  spoke  of  the 
Council  of  Women  as  a  "vision."  A  little  further  back  she  had 
picked  up  another  word — a  little  seed  word — "spirit."  Lady  Taylor 
had  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  her  hearers  that  the  Council  ot 
Women  was  a  spirit — a  spirit  of  unanimity.  From  Mrs.  Gibbs, 
at  Port  Arthur,  she  had  caught  the  word  "children,"  and  she  had 
come  into  that  room  with  those  three  words  fresh  in  her  mind — 
"vision,"  "spirit"  and  "children."  Three  words,  three  people  had 
affected  her,  and  she  could  not  but  be  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
of  coming  into  touch  with  a  body  of  women  who  were  capable  of 
expressing  such  sentiments. 

Passing  on  to  the  subject  of  her  remarks,  she  said  that  through 
the  ages  many  men  had  spoken — each  had  given  his  message  and 
had  departed.  That  great  mind,  Pestalozzi,  had  received  inspira- 
tion by  gazing  at  a  flower  in  the  garden.  From  that  flower  he 
obtained  the  idea  of  "unity  ;"  the  idea  of  "child."  The  child  was 
created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  Pestalozzi  saw  clearly  the  parallel 
between  the  child  and  the  flower,  and  he  gave  it  the  name  kinder- 
garten, which  means  child-garden.  He  looked  at  the  mighty  oak 
which  grew,  not  because  any  one  poured  anything  upon  it,  but 
which  took  in  all  that  it  needed  and  increased  in  strength  and 
beauty.  That  is  how  it  should  be  with  children.  For  years,  people 
had  been  trying  to  get  many  subjects  crammed  into  children's  heads, 
the  curriculum   was  growing  in   complexity,  yet  the  children  were 
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not  growing-  in  wisdom.  The  great  question  was  how  to  harmo- 
niously reconcile  these  two  stages  of  growth.  Froebel  and  Pestal- 
ozzi  devoted  years  to  this  study,  and  worked  in  detail,  but  yet  had 
never  mastered  it.  Teachers  condemned  the  kindergarten  because 
they  could  not  penetrate  the  screen  that  separated  the  two  educa- 
tional divisions.  She,  herself,  had  become  intensely  interested  in 
this  question,  and  had  endeavoured  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
principle  that  was  in  Froebel's  mind.  His,  however,  was  not  a 
complete  system.  He  died  before  it  was  consummated  ;  but  he 
gave  the  world  an  insight  into  the  grand  principles  for  which  he 
strove.  The  difficulty  in  the  school  room  was  to  preserve  unity, 
and  as  time  passes  on  we  are  growing  in  complexity,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  Domestic  Science,  Manual  Training,  Art  Leagues, 
all  desire  a  place  in  the  school  room.  Only  a  superficial  knowledge 
of  these  can  be  obtained  by  the  pupil.  The  school  rooms  have 
been  made  merely  places  of  education,  and  too  much  attention  has 
been  given  to  its  intellectual  side.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  hold 
the  spirit  of  unity  in  the  school  room,  and  to  place  before  every- 
thing else  the  welfare  of  the  child.      (Applause.) 

Lady  Taylor  asked  for  a  practical  view  of  this  subject,  and 
Miss  Newman,  of  Vancouver,  read  the  following  paper  preparatory 
to  introducing  a  resolution  on  behalf  of  her  Council  ; 
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The  Kindergarten  system  is  founded  on  the  principle,  or  law 
of  unity.  One  of  the  many  aspects  of  this  law  is,  that  man's  life 
in  this  world  is  one  continuous  whole  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  ; 
that  it  is  a  whole  made  up  of  independent,  inter-influencing  parts. 
These  parts,  or  periods,  are  childhood,  boyhood,  youth  and  man- 
hood. Each  stage  in  this  sequence  has  its  own  particular  part  to 
play,  but  is  at  the  same  time  dependent  for  its  perfection  upon  the 
others.  If  the  human  being  has  failed  at  any  stage  of  his  pilgrim- 
age to  obtain  the  experience,  or  any  of  the  experience,  which 
rightly  belongs  to  that  period,  the  following-  stages  will  be  corres- 
pondingly weak  and  incomplete.  The  development  missed  in  a 
lower  stage  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  made  up  in  a  higher 
stage,  neither  can  the  development  which  belongs  to  a  later  stage 
be  forced  upon  the  human  being  at  an  earlier  period  without  in- 
flicting serious  injury. 

Now,  while  the  Kindergarten  does  not  confine  itself  to  any  of 
these  periods,  it  particularly  calls  attention   to   the  first — the  most 
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important  of  all  because  it  is  the  foundation  upon  which  the  whole 
structure  rests.  Is  it  not  strange  that  this  all-important  stage,  the 
foundation,  is  the  one  which  in  the  past  has  received  the  least  at- 
tention ? 

Did  you  ever  reflect  that  there   is   but   one  profession    in  the 
world  for  which  no  special  training,  no  apprenticeship  is  considered 
necessary,  and  that  that  profession  is  the  one  which  has  the  great- 
est influence  on  human  life  and  character,  namely  the  profession  of 
parent-hood  ?     To  arouse  the  world  to  the  great  responsibility  of 
parent-hood  and  the  deep  importance  of  the  first  stages  of  life  is 
the  work  of  the  kindergarten.      Childhood  is  the   budding   time  of 
life.      Unless  the   buds  are  cherished   and   protected,  how  can  we 
hope  for  flowers  and  fruit  ?     Alas,  all  around  us  we  see  the  ignor- 
ant, careless  blighting  of  the  young,  tender  buds.      See   that  little 
two  year  old  just  beginning  to   glory  in   the   free  use  of  his  limbs 
and  senses,  hungering  and  thirsting  for  exercise,  not  alone  for  his 
body  but  for  his  mind  and  soul.      His  eye  is  attracted  by  some,  to 
him,  wonderful   object  at  the   other  side   of  the    room,  with  much 
labour  he  makes   his   way  towards    it,  only  alas  to   be  confronted 
with    "  dont  touch,"   "  leave  it  alone,"  or  if  he  succeeds  in  grasp- 
ing it,  a  strong  and  often  far  from   gentle  hand,  relentlessly  takes 
it  away  ;  and  even  it  may  be,  slaps  the  little  hand  and  baby  is  told 
he  is  a  naughty,  troublesome  child.     Is  that  an  imaginary  picture? 
Ah,  but  you  say,  the  mother's  slaps  are  very  gentle   and   the  next 
moment  she  kisses  and  hugs  him.      True,  she   has  not   really  hurt 
his  tender  little  body,  but  ail-unknowingly  she  has  done  far  worse, 
she  has  crushed  the  little  bud  of  activity,  of  investigation.      Baby 
was  only  trying  to  exercise  his  God-given  faculties,  was   engaged 
in  his  baby  way  in  the  work  for  which  he  had  come  into  the  world. 
Of  far  more  value  to  him  at  that  time  than  kisses  would  have  been 
an  intelligent  interest  in  what  he  was  trying  to   do,  a   helping  for- 
ward, instead  of  a  crushing  of  his  activity.      What  sort  of  a  char- 
acter must  inevitably  be  produced  by  such  training,  day  after  day, 
for  the  first  six  or  seven  years  ?     With  many  parents,  to  judge  by 
their  actions,  "doing  nothing"  in  childhood   is   synonymous  with 
**  bemg  good."     The  child  who  sits  still  and  troubles  no  one  is  the 
good  child,  while  the  one  who  is  overflowing  with  life  and  energy, 
who  is  full  of  schemes  and  plans,  which  he  is  going  to  do  his  very 
best  to  carry  out,  is  the  naughty,  troublesome,  mischievous   child. 
What  is  virtue  in  the  adult  is  often  considered  and  treated  as  vice 
in  the  child.      Knowing  by  experience  that  he  can   expect  no  sym- 
pathy nor  help  from  his  elders,  the  young  investigator  takes  what 
he  can    lay  his   hands   on  and   heroically  bears  the  consequences. 
But  alas,  often  the  odds  against  him   are   too  great  and  with    the 
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injustice  rankling  in  his  soul  he  settles  down  into  a  listless,  indif- 
ferent youth  and  manhood.  How'  many  a  little  one  just  starting" 
on  life's  journey  has  in  this  way  had  a  mill-stone  hung  about  his 
neck.  Nature  meant  him  to  be  a  strong,  energetic  man,  a  power 
for  good  in  the  world,  but  ignorant,  careless  hands  marred  the 
work.  The  germs  of  power  are  in  the  child  but  without  proper 
exercise  they  must  forever  lie  dormant.  Activity,  exercise,  is  the 
universal  method  of  development.  Without  activity  there  can  be 
no  development. 

The  kindergarten,  following  the  example  of  the  Great  Teacher, 
places  the  little  child  in  the  midst.  It  draws  the  eyes  of  the 
educator  from  the  subjects  to  be  taught  and  rivets  them  upon  the 
object  to  be  educated.  It  says,  study  the  child  and  fit  your  subject 
to  it,  not  the  child  to  the  subject.  And  when  we  study  the  child, 
what  is  the  chief  characteristic  we  find — is  it  not  ceaseless  activity? 
To  use  his  eyes,  his  hands,  his  mind,  to  do,  to  make,  is  his  chief 
desire.  And  why  ?  Because  only  through  exercise  can  he  develop 
his  faculties. 

But  the  educator  steps  in  with  his  constant  "be  still", 
"don't",  "leave  it  alone".  Mr.  Hughes  tells  a  story  of  a  boy 
whose  father,  returning  home  on  Saturday  evening,  said  to  his 
young  son,  "  Well  Johnny,  what  have  you  been  doing  all  day  ?  " 
To  which  Johnny  replied,  "  Aint  been  doing  nothing.  Been 
don'tin'  for  mother  all  day."  Then  by  and  by  we  wonder  at  the 
number  of  listless,  indiflFerent  people  we  meet.  We  marvel  that  it 
is  only  the  few  who  work  tor  the  sake  of  working,  only  the  few^ 
who  seem  to  have  energy  to  persistently,  perseveringly  climb 
higher  and  higher.  Having  crushed  the  buds  of  activity,  of  help- 
fulness, of  joy  in  doing,  in  producing,  we  still  expect  in  later  life  to 
have  the  full-blown  flower. 

Now  the  kindergarten  says,  first  study  chUdhood,  its  natural 
desires  and  modes  of  action,  trace  the  connection  between  its  feeble 
manifestations  and  the  flowers  and  fruits  we  desire  in  manhood  ; 
then  and  only  then  can  we  know  what  to  encourage  and  what  to 
repress.  Don't  let  the  undesirable  characteristics  grow  strong  and 
fixed  and  then  spend  time  and  money  in  the  attempt  to  root  them 
out  ;  don't  crush  the  beginnings  of  virtue  and  then  expect  its  fruits 
in  later  life.  The  kindergarten  meets  the  child  on  his  own  plat- 
form, looks  at  life  through  the  child's  eyes,  not  the  man's,  and  aims 
to  give  the  food  and  the  exercise  which  will  enable  him  to  be  a 
true  child,  knowing  that  this  is  the  only  way  to  prepare  for  youth 
and  manhood. 
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The  child  has  a  three-fold  nature,  physical,  mental  and  moral. 
True  education  must  take  into  consideration  the  whole  child  and 
aim  at  a  harmonious  development  of  the  whole  nature,  therefore  we 
find  in  the  kindergarten  much  bodily  activity  ;  but  while  the  child 
is  exercising-  his  body  and  gaining  control  over  it,  his  mind  is  on 
the  birds,  the  butterflies,  the  mother  hen  and  her  chickens,  the 
farmer,  or  the  blacksmith,  whose  activities  he  has  been  led  to 
observe  and  is  now  imitating,  becoming  one  with  them  through 
his  play  and  developing  a  love  for  nature  and  mankind,  and  learn- 
ing through  sympathy  with  their  lives  to  understand  his  own. 

Froebel  believed  that  "children  grow  by  doing"  and  aimed, 
"To  build  up  a  life  which  should  be  everywhere  in  touch  with  God, 
with  physical  nature  and  with  humanity  at  large." 

In  order  that  the  child  should  have  some  means  of  classifying 
the  myriads  of  strange  objects,  by  which  he  finds  himself  sur- 
rounded upon  his  arrival  in  this  new  and  strange  world,  Froebel 
puts  into  his  hands  type  forms,  which  he  handles  and  plays  with 
until  he  becomes  quite  familiar  with  them.  For  instance,  at  one 
of  the  classes  in  our  Vancouver  kindergarten  the  other  day, 
you  might  have  seen  this  game  going  on.  The  children  had  a 
short  time  before  planted  seeds  and  were  each  day  eagerly  watch- 
ing for  them  to  "  wake  up."  All  our  songs,  stories  and  handwork 
at  this  time  were  therefore  connected  with  plant  life.  So  the 
teacher  had  suggested  that  the  children  play  gardening  and  had 
laid  out  wooden  cubes  and  cylinders  for  their  use.  Fences  were 
quickly  built  upon  the  table,  large  cubes  made  excellent  tool  sheds, 
boxes,  etc.,  the  imaginary  lawn  was  vigorously  rolled  with  large 
cylinders,  while  smaller  ones  were  strung  on  laces  for  hose,  and 
still  others  served  as  flower-pots  ;  one  child  discovered  how  to 
make  a  watering-can  with  a  cylinder  and  some  sticks,  another 
constructed  a  wonderful  pump  and  supplied  all  his  neighbors  with 
water  ;  and  so  the  game  went  on  and  a  happier  group  of  children 
it  would  have  been  hard  to  find.  All  were  busy  as  bees,  all  fully 
alive,  all  using  and  so  developing  their  hands,  their  eyes,  their 
minds,  their  tongues  ;  originating,  planning,  carrying  out.  Over 
and  over  again  did  they  compare  the  two  forms,  noting  their 
differences  and  similarity  as  they  discussed  which  would  best 
serve  a  particular  purpose.  Only  child's  play,  you  say.  True 
education,  we  reply, — a  drawing  out  and  developing  of  inherent 
faculties.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  these  same  little  ones  migth 
have  been  seen  each  with  a  rough  lump  of  soft  clay  before  him 
which  he  rolled  and  patted  and  squeezed  into  a  cylinder.  Hav- 
ing gained  some  knowledge  of  the  form,  through  handling  and 
observing  it,  the  next  step  was  to  make  use  of  that  knowledge,  to 
reproduce  it. 
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Perceptive,  reflective  and  executive  faculties  must  be  developed 
side  by  side.  Very  crude  are  the  forms  turned  out,  but  they  at 
least  show  an  attempt  at  two  flat  faces  and  one  curved — and  we  are 
working  not  for  visible  but  for  invisible  results.  We  are  aiming 
to  develop  faculty.  Next  time  they  use  clay  they  will  be  led  a  step 
farther  and,  after  making  the  cylinder,  will  turn  it  into  some  object 
built  upon  the  cylindrical  form, — a.  jug,  a  flower-pot  or  stove,  for 
instance. 

If  you  have  never  visited  a  true  kindergarten  and  if  you  are  a 
lover  of  child-hood  (and  what  woman  is  not  ?),  you  have  a  pleasure 
before  you.  I  say  a  true  kindergarten,  because  there  are  many  so- 
called  kindergartens,  which  are  kindergartens  only  in  name,  because 
those  who  are  conducting  them  have  not  been  trained  for  their 
work  ;  are  graduates  of  no  training  school  ;  are  undertaking 
something  about  which  they  know  little  or  nothing.  Here,  in  the 
true  kindergarten,  if  no  where  else,  you  will  find  workers  who 
work  simply  for  love  of  the  work.  In  singing,  marching,  listening 
to  stories,  building,  weaving,  painting,  drawing,  in  joyous,  happy 
companionship,  the  hours  slip  by  all  too  quickly,  and  "  Won't  you 
let  us  come  on  Saturdays  ?"  is  a  request  often  heard  by  the  kinder- 
gartner.  Here  the  child  who  at  home  is  considered  too  small  to  do 
anything  for  himself,  much  less  for  others,  finds  himself  a  respon- 
sible member  of  society  with  little  duties  to  fulfil,  a  part  to  play 
and  a  place  to  fill.  He  is  needed  by  the  others  in  their  work  and 
play,  and  self-respect  and  a  feeling  of  responsibility  creep  into  his 
mind.  Contrast  the  child's  life  spent  under  such  conditions  with 
the  life  spent  by  the  majority  of  little  children  until  they  reach  the 
ordinary  school  age,  and  you  will  hav^e  some  little  idea  of  what  the 
kindergarten  is  doing  for  the  individual  and  for  the  race.  The 
child  is  so  perfectly  happy  in  the  kindergarten,  in  many  cases  such 
a  wonderful  change  takes  place  in  him  that  the  parents  are  led  to 
investigate  the  matter,  and  new  and  higher  ideals  creep  into  the 
home  life. 

It  is  with  the  desire  of  bringing  within  the  reach  of  every 
child  and  every  home  the  privileges  that  now  can  be  obtained  by 
very  few,  that  the  Vancouver  Local  Council  of  Women  submit  to 
your  earnest  consideration  the  following  resolution  : — 


0 


"Whereas,  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  children  of  tender  age  are  growing  up 
without  proper  instruction,  and 

Whereas,  this  Council  of  Women  recognizes  that  the  mothers  of  only  well  to 
do  families  and  those  able  to  keep  servants  are  able  to  devote  their 
entire  time  to  the  supervision  of  their  children,  and 

Whereas,  this  Council  of  Women  recognizes  that  these  children  should  be 
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under  proper  supervision  and  teaching,  until  they  arrive  at  the  proper 
age  which  admits  them  to  the  Public  School.     Now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  this  Council  of  Women  declare  themselves  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
dition of  public  kindergartens  to  the  public  school  system  ;  and  pledge 
themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  accomplish  this  purpose." 

Mrs.  Day,  Victoria,  in  seconding-  the  resolution,  spoke  elo- 
quently of  the  value  of  the  kindergarten  and  appealed  to  the 
National  Council  to  consider  its  value  in  the  trainings  of  the  child. 
She  asked  the  Vancouver  Council  to  accept  some  slig-ht  alterations. 

AMENDMENT:  — 

Whereas,  the  School  Law  does  not  allow  children  under  the  age  of 
six  to  attend  the  Public  Schools  of  this  Province  of  British  Colum- 
bia, and,  whereas,  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  children  under  this 
age  are  growing  up  without  suitable  training,  and,  whereas,  it  has 
been  and  is  being  proved  that  for  children  of  such  tender  years  the 
Kindergarten  system  is  superior  to  any  other  educational  method, 

Now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  the  Members  of  this  Council   of  Women  do  pledge 
.  themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power  to   establish   Kindergartens  in 
/   connection  with  the  Public  Schools  of  this  City  and  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia.  \ 

In  moving^  this  amendment,  Mrs.  Day  made  a  stirring-  appeal, 
not  only  for  the  neglected  children  of  the  poor,  but  also  for  the 
still  more  neglected  children  of  the  rich.  The  State,  she  said, 
had  accepted  responsibility  for  the  education  of  the  child,  and  she 
could  not  see  why  this  responsibility  should  not  commence  as  soon 
as  the  child  needs  educating.  It  is  necessary  to  recognize  that 
thus  two  years  of  the  child's  life  is  wasted.  Theoretically  it  is  the 
mother's  duty  to  train  the  child,  but  practically  how  few  mothers 
are  capable  of  doing  it  !  As  far  as  she  could  see,  the  opposition 
to  the  kindergarten  arose  from  ignorance,  prejudice,  or  motives 
of  economy.  The  first  objection  could  only  exist  because  the 
principles  of  the  system  are  misunderstood  ;  the  third  is  undoubt- 
edly the  chief  hindrance,  and  yet  it  can  be  abundantly  proved  that 
the  cost  of  supporting  kindergartens  is  less  than  that  of  Primary 
Schools. 

Miss  Newman,  Vancouver,  accepted  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mrs.  Day,  Victoria. 

Mrs.  MacGregor,  Victoria,  pointed  out  that  the  resolution 
and  also  the  amendment  referred  to  the  Province  of  British  Colum- 
bia only,  and  that  this  was  a  meeting  of  the  National  Council. 

Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  asked  leave  to  read  some 
quotations  from   a   paper   by   Miss   Franks,  of    London,  England, 


>.y/ 
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prepared  by  Mrs.    Macauly,  Vancouver,  in   support  of  Miss  New- 
man's resolution. 

These  extracts  are  taken  from  a  lecture  given  by  Miss    Franks,  which  are 
printed  in  this  volume  as  Appendix  B. 

In  continuingf  the  discussion,  Mrs.  Hill,  New  Westminster, 
said  she  was  very  sorry  that  a  resolution  she  had  intended  to 
introduce  had  been  presented  too  late  to  be  placed  on  the  agenda. 
There  was  a  good  kindergarten,  she  added,  at  New  Westminster, 
in  charge  of  a  young  lady  graduate  of  Toronto. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  stated  that  there  was  also  a  good 
kindergarten  in   Vancouver — 

Miss  Newman — "Two."  ''* 

Mrs.  Hill,  New  Westminster,  explained  that  it  was  for  the 
establishment  of  public,  not  private,  kindergartens,  that  this  appeal 
was  being  made. 

Miss  Bowes,  Victoria,  felt  that  the  only  way  to  build  up  the 
Empire  was  by  taking  in  hand  the  little  children,  by  means  of  the 
institution  of  a  kindergarten  system  in  connection  with  the  public 
schools.      (Applause.) 

The  point  raised  by  Mrs.  MacGregor,  that  Mrs.  Day's  amend- 
ment dealt  specifically  with  this  Province,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration and  finally  the  amendment  was  accepted  with  the 
incorporation  of  the  following  : — "  in  Provinces  where  they  do  not 
already  exist." 

The  session  then  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  JULY  26th. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Council  resumed  its  session  at  2.15  p.m. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  announced  the  programme 
for  the  Public  meeting  in  the  City  Hall  in  the  evening,  and  also 
that  proofs  of  the  photographs  of  the  Council  were  being  circulated, 
and  any  one  desirous  of  ordering  them,   should  write  their  name 


Delegates  on  Board  the  "  Islander"  at  Vancouver,  Saturday,  July  2Ist. 


In  the  Garden  at  Bishopsclose,  Victoria,  B.  C. 


WOMEN     OF    CANADA.  8 1 

and  address  on  the  back  of  the  proof.      The  price  per  photograph 
would  be  fifty  cents  unmounted,  and  sixty  cents  mounted. 

Miss  Perrin  offered  to  forward  the  photographs,  if  the  order 
and  the  money  were  left  with  her. 

Lady  Taylor  : — "Miss  Perrin  has  made  a  most  generous 
offer,  which  I  am  sure  the  Council  will  highly  appreciate." 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  of  the  Ladies  Hospitality  Committee, 
announced  that  Mrs.  Day  desired  her  to  inform  those  wanting  the 
souvenir  programmes,  presented  by  the  City  Council,  that  they 
could  obtain  them  from  her.  Mrs.  Grant  made  some  announce- 
ments regarding  a  drive  through  the  City  on  Saturday  morning, 
also  arranged  for  by  the  City  Council,  adding  that  the  delegates 
would  be  escorted  through  the  Parliament  Buildings.  Those  who 
wished  to  go  were  requested  to  hand  in  their  names. 

Lady  Taylor  announced  that  she  had  been  asked  to  request 
those  who  wished  to  extend  their  trips  to  San  Francisco  to  hand  in 
their  names  to  Mrs.  Day;  she  then  called  for  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  morning  session.  This  consisted  of  a  resolution 
brought  up  by  the  Educational  Committee  regarding  Provincial 
certificates. 

In  introducing  the  resolution,  Miss  Sanderson,  Toronto,  said 
that  she  was  heartily  in  sympathy  with  it  and  with  the  amendment 
which  followed  it,  which  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
teachers  in  both  the  East  and  the  West,  and  she  consequently 
moved  as  follows  : — 

"  That  Teachers'  Provincial  Certificates  be  recognized  throughout 
the  Dominion." 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Sykes,  Toronto. 

Miss  Scovil,  St.  John,  in  proposing  the  amendment,  said 
that  in  New  Brunswick  and  throughout  the  other  Maritime  Prov- 
inces, candidates  for  certificates  were  obliged  to  attend  Normal 
Schools  first.  This  rule  obtained  throughout  Eastern  Canada,  and, 
she  understood,  in  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories  as 
well.  No  such  provision,  however,  had  been  made  in  British 
Columbia.  In  consequence,  as  the  matter  then  stood,  British 
Columbia  certificates  could  not  receive  recognition  in  other  parts 
of  the  Dominion.  These  barriers  should  be  broken  down.  It 
was  impossible  for  a  lawyer  or  a  physician  to  go  from  one 
Province  to  another  and  practice  his  profession  without  being  com- 
pelled to  pass  an  examination  and  pay  a  fee  of  $100.00 — exactly  the 
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same,  one  might  say,  as  the  tax  laid  on  Chinese.  (Laughter.)  The 
standard  of  certificates  should  be  raised  as  high  as  possible  and 
held  there.  And  if  some  were  debarred  from  the  teaching  profes- 
sion by  this  rule  it  would  not  perhaps  be  a  misfortune.  In  the  in- 
terests of  the  profession  and  of  education,  it  was  greatly  to  be 
desired  that  only  those  who  had  aptitude  and  capability  should 
be  admitted  to  the  teaching  ranks.  She  therefore  moved  the 
following  amendment  : 

"That  a  uniform  standard  of  examination  throughout  the  Dominion 
be  secured." 

Mrs.  Cummings  did  not  think  that  the  amendment  went  far 
enough.  She  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  National  Council  should 
be  asked  to  express  themselves  strongly  to  the  government  in  favor 
of  inaugurating  a  uniform  standard  of  certificates.  This  was 
favorably  received  and  after  some  further  discussion  the  amend- 
ment was  altered  to  the  following  : 

"That  the  National  Council  be  asked  to  use  its  influence  in  sus- 
taining a  uniform  standard  of  certificate,  in  order  that  teachers' 
Provincial  certificates  be  recognized  throughout  the  Dominion." 

Just  before  this  was  put.  Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  inquired  if  it 
was  not  out  of  order  to  bring  this  subject  up  without  its  having 
been  before  the  Local  Councils. 

The  President — "Certainly,  it  is  out  of  order. " 

The  Recording  Secretary  contended  that  under  the  circum- 
stances it  would  be  well  to  refrain  from  drawing  this  regulation 
too  closely.  The  teachers  had  had  no  time  to  bring  the  matter  up 
before  the  Executive  and  as  the  subject  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mrs.  Jenkins,  Victoria,  pointed  out  that  if  this  were  done,  a 
privilege  would  be  extended  to  the  Teachers'  Association,  who 
had  brought  the  matter  up,  which  members  of  the  Council  did  not 
possess. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  deemed  it  advisable  that  the 
matter  should  not  be  dealt  with  too  hastily.  Were  the  principle 
of  the  resolution  enforced,  it  would  affect  a  great  many  people  and 
it  should  therefore  receive  careful  thought  and  consideration. 

Miss  Murray  explained  that  the  St.  John  Local  Council  had 
discussed  the  subject  at  considerable  length  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  of  a  very  involved  nature  ;  in  consequence 
they  decided  to  wait  for  suggestions  that  would  be  made  at  the 
Teachers'  Conference  on  the  matter. 


« 
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Mrs.  McEvven,  Brandon,  asked  if  the  matter  could  not  be 
deferred  for  another  year. 

Mrs.  Cochrane,  Kingston,  moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended. 

Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  urged  that  there  was  no  doubt  as  to 
the  sentiment  of  the  meeting  on  this  subject,  but  that  it  would  be 
establishing  a  precedent  which  would  be  used  subsequently  as  an 
authority  for  the  introduction  of  subjects  before  the  National 
Council  without  bringing  them  first  before  the  Executive. 

Miss  Cameron,  Victoria,  pointed  out  that  they  were  in  a  bet- 
ter position  to  discuss  the  matter  at  this  time,  because  of  having 
the  Teachers'  Association  present. 

Mrs.  Jenkins,  Victoria,  opposed  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion, owing  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  Normal  Schools  in 
British  Columbia  and  that  consequently  the  teachers  of  this  Prov- 
ince would  be  at  a  great  disadvantage. 

Mrs.  McGregor,  Victoria,  contended  that  the  teachers  of 
British  Columbia  had  as  excellent  a  training  as  could  be  acquired 
in  any  Normal  School.  She  did  nut,  however,  deem  it  undesirable 
that  teachers  should  be  allowed  to  come  from  other  Provinces  to 
teach  here,  and  vice  versa,  for  she  was  certain  that  those  of  this 
Province  would  not  be  inferior  in  capability  to  others.  She  sug- 
gested that  the  subject  be  carried  back  to  the  Local  Councils  ;  that 
it  be  discussed  by  them,  and  brought  forward  for  the  consideration 
of  the  next  National  Council  meeting. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  pointed  out  that  the  result  of 
passing  a  resolution  on  this  subject  might  be  the  establishment,  by 
the  Provincial  Government,  of  Normal  Schools  in  that  Province. 

Mrs.  Grant,  Toronto,  did  not  believe  that  walls  of  contention  0 
should  be  raised  between  the  Provinces.  At  Confederation  all  the 
Provinces  were  banded  together  in  one  great  union,  but  this  wall 
was  left  standing  restricting  professional  men  and  women  from 
going  from  one  Province  to  another  to  practice.  She  favoured  the 
inauguration  of  a  uniform  standard  of  certificate  throughout  the 
Dominion. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  inquired  if  the  meeting  at  which 
this  resolution  was  drawn  up  was  a  representative  one. 

Miss  Cameron,  Victoria, — "Well,  so  far  as  British  Columbia 
is  concerned,  to  use  a  politician's  phrase  'the  question  was  sprung 
upon  us  '   I  had  no  power  to  speak  for  the  teachers  of  this  Province. 
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In  fact  I  was  merely  present  as  one  individual  teacher,  having- 
happened  along  while  the  meeting  was  about  to  commence,  and 
entered." 

The  President — "The  only  motion  before  the  meeting  is  the 
original  resolution." 

Mrs.  Thorbl'RN,  Ottawa,  moved  that  the  whole  question  be 
sent  back  to  the  Local  Councils  for  consideration. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Shenick,  Ottawa,  who  maintained 
that  the  subject  had  not  been  sufficiently  dealt  with  before  being 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  National  Council. 

Lady  Taylor  suggested  that  the  amendment  be  also  brought 
before  the  Local  Councils,  and  this  course  was  decided  upon.  She 
then  stated  that  although  neither  the  resolution  nor  the  amendment 
had  been  carried,  something  certainly  was  gained  by  the  discus- 
sion which  had  been  evoked. 

A  paper  on  "  The  Education  of  Girls  "  was  then  read  by  Miss 
Scovil,  New  Brunswick,  and  was  received  with  great  applause. 


THE  EDUCATION   OF  GIRLS. 


It  may  seem  presumptions  in  a  childless  woman  to  talk  to 
mothers  about  the  education  of  girls.  I  have  only  one  plea  to 
offer  in  extenuation  of  my  presumption — my  connection  for  the 
last  ten  years  with  one  of  the  correspondence  departments  of  the 
Ladies'  Home  Journal,  with  its  circulation  of  nearly  a  million  copies 
every  month,  has  made  me  the  friend  and  confidant  of  many 
thousands  of  young  mothers.  They  have  come  to  me  with  their 
troubles  and  their  perplexities  until  I  know  as  few  can  know  how 
real  and  pressing  they  are  and  how  many  of  them  are  due  to  grave 
faults  in  their  education. 

What  are  men  and  women  put  into  this  world  for  ?  If  we 
come  to  the  final  result,  we  will  find  that  it  is  to  perpetuate  the 
race,  to  leave  behind  them  those  who  can  take  up  and  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  world  when  they  have  been  obliged  to  lay  it  down. 
Men  are  educated  and  taught  handicrafts  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  support,  not  only  themselves,  but  their  families.  They  are  not 
taught  the  arts  of  home  making  or  housekeeping,  because  their 
place  is  in  the  outside  arena  to  provide  the  means  to  carry  on  the 
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home  and  it  is  for  this  that  they  are  trained.  If  a  boy  is  intended 
for  the  navy  his  education  for  that  profession  must  begin  when  he 
is  not  more  than  fifteen  years  old.  The  years  between  that  and 
manhood  are  few  enough  to  give  time  to  instruct  him  in  the 
details  that  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  master  before  he  can  be  a 
proficient  seaman. 

What  corresponding  effort  is  made  to  train  a  girl  for  her 
duties  in  life  ?  Her  natural  lot  is  to  be  a  wife  and  mother,  and 
yet  this  fact  is  seldom  taken  into  consideration  in  educating  her, 
is  indeed  kept  out  of  sight  as  if  it  were  something  to  be  ashamed 
of  and  has  little  or  no  influence  in  determining  what  she  shall  learn. 
Of  course  the  stock  objection  to  special  education  in  this  line  is 
that  a  woman  may  not  marry,  that  she  sometimes  has  no  choice  in 
the  matter  and  remains  single,  not  because  she  prefers  it,  but 
because  she  has  had  no  opportunity  to  do  otherwise,  or — as  is 
more  common, — something  has  prevented  her  from  marrying  the 
right  man. 

It  is  not  every  man  who  is  obliged  to  earn  his  own  living,  the 
prudence  of  his  parents,  or  some  freak  of  fortune  may  have  given 
him  enough  to  live  on  without  the  necessity  for  his  exerting  him- 
self to  earn  it.  Yet  it  does  him  no  harm  if  he  has  thoroughly 
mastered  an  occupation  that  would  bring  him  bread  if  he  needed 
it.  The  practical  training  he  received  probably  taught  him  to  take 
better  care  of  his  money  and  make  a  better  use  of  it  than  if  he  had 
not  learned  by  experience  how  hard  it  is  to  earn  it. 

How  does  this  apply  to  the  education  of  girls  ?  Judging  from 
the  unhappiness  that  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  practical  details 
of  home-making  brings  to  young  wives,  it  is  only  right  that  girls 
should  be  taught  first  their  natural  duties.  These  are  not  so 
absorbing  in  the  learning  that  they  cannot  cultivate  languages, 
literature  and  even  the  higher  mathematics  at  the  same  time  if  they 
reallv  wish  to  do  so.  I  only  plead  that  the  accomplishments  which 
fit  them  for  their  own  peculiar  work  should  come  first  and  not  be 
thrust  out  of  sight  and  utterly  neglected. 

A  man  may  make  a  thoroughly  competent  professor  of 
languages,  science  or  mathematics,  but  he  cannot  take  care  of  the 
baby,  regulate  his  children's  diet,  order  their  clothes  and  keep  his 
home  comfortable.  This  is  his  wife's  duty  and  if  she  fails  in  it 
because  she  does  not  know  how  to  do  it,  she  does  not  fulfil  her 
part  of  the  matrimonial  contract  and  home  and  children  suffer. 
Whose  fault  is  it  that  she  is  not  capable  of  doing  so  ?  I  am  afraid 
we  must  say  primarily  her  mother's,  who  has  not  educated  her  for 
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the  position  that  nature  intended  her  to  fill.  Nowadays  nothing- 
is  done  by  rule  of  thumb.  If  a  woman  wants  to  be  a  nurse  she 
must  devote  two  or  three  years  to  the  study  of  her  profession, 
before  she  can  go  forth  fully  equipped  for  work.  The  time  is  fast 
coming"  when  the  demand  for  trained  service  in  the  care  of  the 
young"  will  compel  even  nursery  maids  to  fit  themselves  by  special 
training"  for  the  positions  they  seek.  One  school  at  least  for  the 
g"iving"  of  this  instruction  has  been  opened  already,  at  the  Babies' 
Hospital,  New  York.  A  governess  cannot  command  a  g"ood 
salary,  unless  she  has  a  deg"ree  from  a  colleg"e,  or  can  produce 
testimonials  that  she  has  been  specially  trained  for  the  work  of 
teaching".  In  all  calling's  specialization  and  arduous  preparation 
are  demanded  of  the  women  and  men  who  undertake  them.  Why 
should  the  mother's  part,  the  care  of  the  bodies  and  the  souls  of 
the  children  of  the  future  be  left  to  chance,  to  those  who  have 
never  even  faced  the  problems  involved  and  know  no  more  about 
them  than  they  do  about  Choctaw  ? 

The  care  of  children  does  not  come  by  nature,  as  many  young" 
mothers  can  testify.  As  it  does  not,  and  as  it  is  to  be  the  work  of 
a  majority  of  the  g"irls  in  the  world,  what  should  be  done  by  their 
mothers  to  prepare  them  for  it?  Every  girl  should  be  taught  in 
detail  the  care  of  a  home  and  how  to  do  herself  everything  that  is 
necessary  to  keep  it  in  perfect  condition.  In  a  country  like  our 
own,  where  servants  are  difficult  to  get  and  still  more  difficult  to 
keep,  this  domestic  training  is  an  easy  matter  to  compass  if  the 
mother  can  teach  herself,  so  as  to  direct  it  scientifically.  It  should 
be  undertaken,  not  as  a  drudgery,  but  as  a  preparation.  The 
reason  for  the  various  ways  of  doing  different  kinds  of  work  and 
the  principles  underlying  it  should  be  explained  to  them.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  preparation  of  food  should  not  be  as  interest- 
ing as  a  problem  in  mathematics  or  a  question  in  chemistry,  if  it 
is  presented  to  a  girl  in  the  right  way.  The  chemistry  o'i  food  is 
one  of  its  most  interesting  branches.  The  changes  that  take 
place  in  food  when  it  is  cooked  are  matters  of  theoretical  as  well 
as  practical  interest.  Why  are  baked  potatoes  more  pleasing  to 
the  palate  than  boiled  ones  and  less  tasteless  ?  Because  the  salts 
that  help  to  give  them  flavor  are  retained  in  the  one  process  and 
lost  in  the  other.  Why  is  cabbage  that  has  been  boiled  for  half 
an  hour  delicate  and  delicious,  while  that  which  has  been  cooked 
for  two  hours  is  rank  and  offensive  ?  Why  should  meat  that  is  to 
be  eaten  boiled  be  plunged  into  boiling  water  and  that  of  which 
the  juices  only  are  to  be  used,  as  in  soup,  into  cold  water  ? 

The  health  of  the  household  depends  in  a  large  measure  upon 
its  nutrition.      It  is  the  house   mother  who  furnishes  the  food  and 
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she  should  know  which  kinds  yield  the  best  return  at  the  smallest 
cost,  or  if  she  can  indulge  her  family  in  the  more  expensive 
varieties  of  food,  she  should  be  able  to  recog^nize  clearly  that  they 
are  luxuries,  not  necessities,  and  that  the  plainer  and  less  costly 
kinds  may  be  made  palatable  and  afford  an  equal  amount  of 
nutritive  material.  This  opens  up  the  whole  science  of  nutrition, 
which  is  as  fascinating-  and  perhaps  more  profitable  than  botany. 
The  study  may  begin  with  the  first  need  of  man,  the  infant's  food. 
What  kind  of  nourishment  the  nursing  mother  requires  to  enable 
her  to  nourish  her  child  in  the  best  way  ?  If  nature's  food  fails, 
what  is  the  best  artificial  food  and  how  should  it  be  prepared?  In 
what  way  cow's  milk  differs  from  mother's  milk  and  how  it  should 
be  treated  to  diminish  the  difference  as  far  as  possible.  If  this 
knowledge  were  universal  there  would  be  fewer  patent  foods  sold, 
none  of  which  are  as  nutritious  or  as  advantageous  for  a  baby's 
growth  and  development  as  cow's  milk  properly  prepared.  There 
would  be  fewer  cases  of  sickness  and  stunted  development  amongst 
children  and  a  smaller  number  of  deaths  from  marasmus  and 
malnutrition.  Think  what  the  death  of  her  first-born  means  to  the 
young  mother,  and  then  ask  yourself  if  her  mother  should  not  have 
taught  her  better  how  to  guard  this  precious  life. 

The  whole  question  of  donxeijtic  service  is  in  the  hands  of  -^ 
women.  It  is  a  matter  which  most  intimately  concerns  our  every 
day  life  and  comfort  and  we  are  the  only  ones  who  can  settle  it. 
On  the  one  hand  is  abundant  material.  The  ranks  of  teachers  are 
overcrowded,  factories  and  shops  never  lack  for  female  labour, 
when  they  require  it.  It  is  only  the  home  that  asks  in  vain  for 
helpers.  If  girls  in  all  classes  of  society  received  this  domestic 
training,  for  which  I  am  pleading,  I  think  it  would  simplify 
matters  a  little.  What  a  person  can  do  well,  he  or  she  usually 
likes  to  do,  and  if  a  girl  lelt  that  she  thoroughly  understood  house- 
work in  all  its  branches,  she  would  be  more  willing  to  undertake 
it,  while  her  mistress,  having  studied  the  subject  theoretically  as 
well  as  practically,  could  approach  it  from  the  scientific  standpoint 
and  find  means  to  employ  this  skilled  labour  in  a  manner  that 
would  not  be  derogatory  to  its  pride. 

Domestic  service  must  be  raised  as  nursing  has  been,  re-  ^ 
organized  and  placed  on  a  business-like  basis  before  this  harassing 
problem  can  be  stated  in  terms  that  will  make  a  solution  possible. 
This,  it  seems  to  me,  can  only  be  done,  by  employers  of  labour, 
women  themselves.  Something  may  be  done  by  means  of  indust- 
rial schools  to  teach  girls  who  cannot  receive  the  proper  domestic 
training  at  home.  Introducing  the  home  handicrafts  of  cooking 
and  sewing  into  the  public  schools  is  a  long  step  in  the  right 
direction. 
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There  is  much  talk  hi  these  days  of  the  higher  education. 
Women  long-  for  it  and  like  to  feel  that  every  barrier  has  been 
removed  and  they  are  free  to  roam  through  the  fields  of  knowledge 
and  gather  as  freely  as  their  brothers  may.  By  all  means  let  them 
be  as  highly  educated  as  is  possible,  only  let  this  education  proceed 
on  lines  slightly  different  from  that  of  men.  Lines  that  will  fit 
them  for  the  better  performance  of  their  work  in  life,  as  important, 
more  far  reaching  than  that  of  man,  but  different  and  therefore 
requiring  a  different  preparation. 

If  they  never  marry,  their  training  will  not  be  thrown  away. 
There  are  always  helpless  children  to  be  cared  for,  girls  to  teach, 
weak  sisters  to  be  helped.  Many  a  single  woman  makes  a  home 
of  her  own  and  is  happy  in  it.  If  she  knows  how  to  do  it,  she  can 
make  it  a  training  place  for  others,  a  centre  of  helpfulness  that 
may  spread  blessings  around  it.  If  she  marries,  she  will  be  the 
better  able  to  raise  up  strong  sons  and  useful  daughters  and  to 
do  her  husband  "  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  his  life." 

Mrs.  Grant,  Toronto,  read  a  paper  on  "  Co-operation  between 
Parents  and  Teachers." 


CO-OPERATION  BETWEEN    PARENTS   AND  TEACHERS. 


Every  child  is  a  gift  from  God  to  its  parents,  and  accompany- 
ing this  gift  comes  the  command  : — ^"Take  this  child  and  rear  it 
for  Me."  The  parents  are  therefore  responsible  tor  the  upbring- 
ing of  the  child,  and  however  many  helpers  they  may  have,  they 
cannot  transfer  the  responsibility  to  another.  How  important  then 
that,  when  the  period  arrives  at  which  the  education  of  the  child  is 
to  be  shared  by  the  teacher,  there  should  be  harmonious  co-opera- 
tion between  parent  and  teacher.  Shared  by  the  teacher, — we  have 
said, — because  at  no  period  can  the  entire  responsibility  rest  upon 
the  teacher,  whether  the  child  attends  school  only  during  the  day, 
or  becomes  a  resident  pupil  in  a  boarding-school. 

Intellectual  development  is  not  all  of  education.  Bacon  tells 
us,  "  the  further  end  of  knowledge  is  the  glory  of  the  creator,  and 
the  relief  of  man's  estate."  Milton's  definition  is: — "  I  call  a  com- 
plete and  generous  education  that  which  fits  a  man  to  perform 
justly,  skilfully  and  magnanimously  all  the  offices  to  the  public  and 
and  private,  in  peace  or  war  ;"  while  Ruskin  writes: — "Education 
is  the  leading  human  souls  to  what  is  best,  and  making  what  is  best 
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out  of  them;  and  these  two  objects  are  always  attainable  together, 
and  by  the  same  means  ;  the  training  which  makes  men  happiest 
in  themselves,  also  makes  them  most  serviceable  to  others."  And 
so  the  task  of  the  educator  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  develop  to 
the  highest  perfection  all  the  powers  of  the  child,  that  she  may 
realize  the  ideal  of  the   All-Father.    " 

The  most  civilized  nations  are  devoting  their  best  energies  to 
the  work  of  education,  realizing  that  upon  this  depends  their  very 
existence  ;  that  it  is  by  developing  each  individual  life  to  perfection 
that  the  common  good  will  be  secured.  There  is  then  a  vital 
necessity  that  all  the  factors,  that  are  used  for  this  development, 
should  be  in  complete  harmony  ;  that  each  should  complement  the 
other.  Everything  must  depend  upon  the  harmonious  working  of 
the  home  and  school  if  the  education  is  to  be  profitable  ;  and  the 
problem  requires  the  most  careful  attention.  When  a  teacher  full 
of  zeal  and  devotion  is  eagerly  seeking  to  deepen  the  knowledge  of 
a  pupil,  and  to  widen  her  experience,  and  has  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  well-proportioned  curriculum  is  necessary  for  mental 
development,  it  is  very  aggravating  to  have  the  parent  interfere 
and  insist  upon  a  different  arrangement  of  studies.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  teacher,  not  knowing  so  well  as  the  parent  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  child,  or  the  arena  in  which  she  will  in  the  future  have 
to  take  her  place — may  have  arranged  a  course  of  study,  which, 
under  the  circumstances  will  not  prove  the  most  beneficial — in  this 
case  the  parent  must  be  allowed  to  interfere  and  suggest  alterations. 

As  the  doctor  needs  to  listen  to  the  experience  of  the  mother, 
and  the  mother  to  carry  out  the  advice  of  the  doctor,  so  do  parents 
need  to  trust  the  child's  teacher  in  matters  of  which  an  educational 
expert  can  form  the  best  judgment,  and  teachers,  like  doctors, 
need  to  profit  by  the  experience  of  the  parent,  and  should  be  willing 
to  give  reasons  for  their  advice,  knowing  that  the  more  the  parent 
understands,  the  more  intelligently  will  she  carry  out  the  directions 
given.  This  will  be  the  easier  because,  as  a  quickened  sense  of 
the  importance  of  education  has  been  awakened  in  teachers,  so  has 
it  in  parents.  It  is  of  the  very  greatest  importance  for  the  child's* 
character  that  there  should  be  complete  co-operation  between  home 
and  school.  All  professions  find  the  advantage  of  meeting  together 
to  discuss  their  special  problems.  It  is  a  great  matter  to  substitute 
candid  discussion  for  fault-finding  to  third  parties.  Parent  and 
teacher  will  not  always  agree,  but  they  will  learn  to  respect  each 
other's  opinions,  to  understand  one  another's  difficulties  and  to 
work  more  eff"ectually  with  one  another  in  the  difficult,  sacred  task 
committed  to  them.  Parents  should,  therefore,  make  opportunities 
of  seeing  and  conversing  with  every  teacher  who  is  entrusted  with 
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a  share  in  the  education  of  their  child.  A  pupil  may  have  some 
peculiarity,  may  be  slow,  nervous,  timid,  or  indolent,  (graver  faults 
we  do  not  mention,  though  these  also  exist),  and  if  this  is  made 
known  to  the  teacher  she  will  be  able  to  work  with  the  parent  in 
overcoming-  it.  But  if  the  teacher  is  not  told,  and  is  not  herself  a 
good  judge  of  character  and  so  does  not  find  it  out,  incalculable 
evil  may  be  wrought.  The  course  of  treatment  which  brings  out 
all  the  latent  energies  of  one  child  may  warp  the  entire  nature  of 
another.  It  must  be  the  constant  study  of  the  teacher  to  find  the 
best  means  of  developing  the  powers  of  thought,  of  calling  forth 
right  motives  of  action,  developing  right  hahits,  and  so  forming 
noble  characters,  which  is  the  final  cause  of  all  her  labors. 

Teachers  can  greatly  aid  parents  by  inculcating  moral  and  re- 
ligious lessons.  What  is  said  in  a  school  lesson  goes  home  to  the 
conscience  vi'ith  no  friction,  because  the  child  does  not  feel  that 
the  teacher  is  cognizant  of  her  faults.  Mothers  need  not  feel  that 
these  school  lessons  displace  theirs, — they  will  rather  enforce  the 
mother's  words,  since  the  child  probably  listens  more  attentively 
to  what  her  mother  says,  when  it  is  unconsciously  echoed  by  an 
outside  authority.  Social  duties,  purity  of  living,  and  thought  and 
reading,  with  high  ideals  of  future  usefulness,  may  all  be  dwelt 
upon  whenever  an  opportunity  occurs, — and  opportunities  should 
be  made — and  thus  strengthen  the  home  teaching.  These  moral 
lessons  should  serve  a  distinct  purpose  by  imbuing  the  pupils  with 
higher  ideals  and  giving  them  wider  ideas  of  life.  Parents  are 
responsible  for  the  religious  education  of  their  children,  but  surely 
the  teacher  would  not  be  content  to  give  up  such  a  hold  on  the 
child  as  is  furnished  by  the  religious  lessons. 

If,  in  the  home,  the  same  high  aims  are  set  before  the  child,  the 
same  lofty  motives  inculcated,  the  best  results  will  be  attained 
and  one  more  noble  life  will  be  lived,  exerting  an  influence  for 
good  on  all  with  whom  it  comes  in  contact.  But,  if  in  the  home, 
there  is  no  sympathy  with  these  high  aims  and  noble  aspirations, 
•the  influence  of  the  teacher  will  be  dissipated.  Or,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  may  be  that  the  home  influences  are  of  the  highest  and  that 
the  teacher  through  carelessness  or  indiff'erence  does  not  strengthen 
them.  The  result  in  this  case  will  not  be  so  disastrous,  for  the  in- 
fluence of  a  careful  mother  must  always  be  greater  than  that  of  a 
teacher,  but  much  will  be  lost  both  by  pupil  and  teacher.  The  es- 
sential thing  is  that  there  should  be  co-operation  between  the 
school  and  the  home.  Where  pupils  study  at  home  there  should 
be  a  room  for  study  and  certain  hours  fixed  for  home  work,  which 
must  not  be  altered  without  grave  reasons,  never  for  mere  plea- 
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sure.  No  absence  from  school,  no  coming-  back  late,  no  excuse 
for  unprepared  lessons  should  ever  be  permitted,  except  for  some 
verv  sufficient  reason.  Parents  should  take  interest  in  the  school 
work  and  ask  to  see  the  written  work.  In  planning  the  studies 
and  life  work  of  children,  parents  and  teachers  should  be  guided, 
not  bv  the  consideration  of  what  they  want  the  children  to  be,  but 
of  what  they  are  ;  the  special  gifts  of  God  are  to  be  specially  cul- 
tivated and  both  should  ask  : —  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do."  It  is  only  where  parent  and  teacher  work  harmoniously 
togrether  that  the  highest  results  are  obtained,  and  the  child  be- 
comes  that  which  God  intended  it  to  be. 

A  paper  on  the  same  subject  was  read  by  Miss   Agnes    Deans 
Cameron,  Victoria. 


PARENT    AND  TEACHER. 


The  factors  in  this  problem  are  the  parent  and  the  teacher, 
the  child,  the  home,  the  school,  the  church,  society  in  the 
aggregate,  and  back  of  them  all  the  first  great  cause,  and  all  these 
factors  are  active  and  re-active.  We  speak  of  the  parent  and  the 
teacher  educating  the  child,  forgetting  that  no  less  truly  the  child 
educates  both  parent  and  teacher. 

It  is  a  big  subject — it  strikes  at  the  root  of  things — it  takes 
in  everything,  and  I  scarcely  know  where  to  attack  it. 

ORIGIN    OF    THE     OFFICE    OF    TEACHER. 

Let  us  go  back  in  the  history  of  the  race  to  a  time  when  the 
teacher  had  no  existence.  Turning  the  page  to  patriarchal  times,  we 
find  the  father  instructing  his  sons  in  the  arts  of  war  and  peace, 
and  the  mother  expounding  to  her  daughters  the  primal  duties  of 
obedience  and  industry.  Each  parent  taught  his  own  children  as 
a  matter  of  course,  just  as  he  ground  his  own  meal  and  made  his 
own  clothing  ;  each  family,  in  matters  of  education  as  in  every 
line  of  domestic  labor,  was  a^nit  by  itself. 

Times  and  manners  changed,  and  gradually  the  workers  in 
the  world's  economy  realized  that  by  a  division  of  labor  better 
results  could  be  secured  with  a  saving  of  time.  One  man  now 
grinds  the  corn,  another  turns  tailor,  a  third  is  shoemaker  in 
common.      Each  turns  his  talents  in  one  acceptable  direction.      So 
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by  a  natural  process  one  parent  as  his  share  of  the  common  work, 
undertook  to  teach  for  a  certani  number  of  hours  a  day,  with  his 
own  children,  the  children  of  his  neig-hbors,  the  butcher,  the  baker, 
the  candlestick  maker.  So  was  instituted  the  office  of  teachinsf. 
The  teacher  for  a  set  time  did  a  certain  direct,  specific,  and  limited 
work  for  the  parent.      This,  as  it  was  in  patriarchal  times. 

Let  us  turn  our  field-glass  from  the  past  to  the  present,  and 
what  do  we  see?  Well,  for  one  thing-,  the  parent  as  an  active 
factor  in  the  equation  educational,  has  reduced  his  personal  res- 
ponsibility pretty  nearly  to  zero,  and  unless  a  change  is  made  will 
soon  "fade  away  and  g-radually  die."  And  as  he  has  been  succes- 
sively slipping  off  one  burden  of  responsibility  after  another,  the 
teacher,  urged  by  society  at  large  (i.  e.,  parents  in  the  ag-gregate) 
has  picked  them  up. 

Some  one  (a  man),  apropos  of  this  meeting-  of  the  National 
Council,  said  in  the  street  car  yesterday,  "O,  these  women,  I  sup- 
pose they  want  the  same  privileges  as  the  men,  women's  rights, 
the  extension  of  the  franchise,  the  right  to  sit  on  juries,  etc.,  etc  !" 
Well,  as  reg-ards  the  teaching  section  of  us,  it  is  not  more  power 
and  responsibility  that  we  want,  but  less.  The  teacher  of  the  old 
school  looked  after  the  intellectual  needs  of  his  pupils  for  five 
hours  a  day,  and  then  the  parent,  the  church,  and  society  at  large 
had  their  turn  at  the  pupil.  To-day,  an  impartial  observer  would 
think  that  the  five  hours  of  school  was  the  only  period  of  a  child's 
mental  activity,  that  he  remained  comatose  for  the  rest  of  his  time 
— for  everyone  with  a  teaching  mission  makes  his  demand  of  the 
child  during  these  five  teaching-  hours.  The  progressive  (!)  doc- 
tor, the  preacher,  the  moral  reformer,  the  specialist  of  varieties 
manifold,  demand  with  a  "stand  and  deliver"  insistence  that  his 
particular  fad  shall  be  accorded  a  place,  and  withal  a  place  of 
prominence,  on  our  already  much  "enriched  "  school  programme. 

Long^  ag^o  the  medical  men  decided  that  the  welfare  of  the 
country  demanded  that  a  regular  system  of  physical  training- 
should  be  introduced  into  our  public  schools.      It  was  done. 

It  is  not  long  since  a  meeting-  c>f  the  evangelical  clergv  in  the 
New  England  States  decided  that  morals  must  be  taug-ht  in  our 
schools.  They  recommended  a  series  of  set  homilies  to  be  delivered 
by  the  teacher  in  daily  instalments.  The  reverend  gentlemen 
seemed  to  think  that  morality  is  to  be  inculcated  by  preaching,  a 
not  unnatural  conclusion,  perhaps,  for  preachers  to  arrive  at  ;  but 
the  implication  that  morality  is  not  now  taught,  is  calculated  to 
startle  the  thoughtful  teacher. 
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Then  the  W.  C.  T.  U  has  succeeded  in  introducing  into  the 
schools  the  formal  teaching  of  the  effects  of  alcohol.  A  child  now 
is  to  be  kept  in  the  narrow  way  of  self-restraint  by  dangling  before 
him  a  hob-nailed  liver  and  by  intimidating  him  with  visions  of  the 
tobacco-heart.      He  trembles  and  joins  the  Band  of  Hope. 

The  S.  P.  C.  A.  bears  down  upon  us  with  the  seductive  badges 
of  the  Bands  of  Mercy,  What  more  fitting  place  than  the  school- 
room for  teaching  love  for  the  cat  on  the  domestic  hearth  and  the 
honest  watch-dog  in  the  backyard  ?  True,  these  faithful  animals 
belong  to  the  home  rather  than  to  the  school.  But  the  child  can 
be  tauo-ht  to  entice  them  with  him  to  the  school-room,  and  the 
"adaptable"  teacher,  the  versatile  one,  can  no  doubt  use  Carlo 
and  the  cat,  not  only  to  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale  for  the 
S.  P.  C.  A. — she  might  make  a  "nature  study,"  perhaps,  of  one 
of  them,  and  give  a  five  minute  anatomy  lesson  on  the  other. 
Reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  are  old-fashioned.  They  can 
wait. 

Last  year  this  Local  Council  of  Women  were  all  agog  for  do- 
mestic science.  When  I,  opening  my  eastern  windows  which  look 
towards  the  sun,  saw  the  procession  of  cooking  stoves  and  stew 
pans,  carpenters'  benches  and  jack  planes,  heading  for  the  school 
room  door,  I  lifted  up  a  feeble  wail  for  mercy.  In  this  whole 
Council  of  Women  I  found  no  friend.  I  was  anathema  and  ultra- 
conservative.  I  was  unprogressive  and  lazy.  Did  I  not  know 
that  cooking  was  a  good  thing,  a  most  necessary  thing  ?  and 
shouldn't  the  school  course  be  enriched? 

Again,  this  British  Culumbia  of  ours  is  a  new  country.  Says 
one  superintendent  of  education  :  "The  children  should  be  taught 
agriculture.  You  see  the  little  fellows  will  study  all  about  soils, 
and  weeds  and  ensilage,  and  the  raising  of  prize  stock  and  the 
rotation  of  crops  ;  and  then  they  will  go  home  and  round  the  family 
table  they  will  let  fall  crumbs  of  knowledge  which  their  fathers  will 
pick  up  and  afterwards  reduce  to  practice  in  their  daily  lives  ;  and 
so  wisdom  and  knowledge  will  increase."  This  is  actual  fact  that 
I  am  stating.  This  argument  was  used  in  sober  earnest,  and  the 
people  who  used  it  had  the  power,  and  the  subject  of  agriculture 
was  added  to  our  school  course  and  the  text  books  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  children  ;  but,  alas,  the  books  had  been  compiled 
for  Ontario,  and  they  told  of  Ontario  soils  and  warned  against 
Ontario  weeds,  and,  somehow,  neither  teacher  nor  farmer  seemed 
to  be  able  to  adjust  them  to  the  longitude  of  British  Columbia, 
and  so  agriculture  dropped  out  of  the  course. 
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Sewing-  guilds  and  Delsarte  demonstrators  clamor  for  the 
chance  to  enrich  our  programmes,  while  piping  in  between  them 
is  heard  the  siren  voice  of  the  tonic  sol-fa-ist.  You  can't  open 
vour  school  room  door  for  a  breath  of  fresh  air  without  having: 
some  one  with  a  mission  fall  in.  The  boys  are  assailed  with  rope- 
splicing  and  they  have  fret-sawing  at  recess,  and  when  it  rains 
dry-land  swimming  is  taught  them  in  the  basement. 

The  school  room  stands  wide  open.  The  teacher  and  the 
receptive  children  within  panting  like  gold  fish  for  a  little  air  ;  are 
they  not  fair  game  for  the  wise  men  from  the  East  and  the  West 
and  the  North  and  the  South,  and  the  eight  and  twenty  other 
points  of  the  compass  ? 

The  truth  is,  the  large  numbers  of  children  gathered  daily  into 
school  rooms  form  tempting  fields  easy  of  access  to  every  hobby- 
horse rider  for  the  introduction  of  what  each  considers  the  sine 
qua  noil  for  reforming  the  world.  One  of  the  most  difficult  phases 
of  the  teacher's  profession  is  the  fact  that  the  teacher  more  than 
any  other  worker  is  at  the  mercy  of  theorists.  No  one  gets  more 
gratuitous  advice  than  she  does.  Everyone  you  meet  is  willing  to 
tell  you  how  to  do  your  work — they  are  just  bubbling  over  with 
recipes  of  "  how  to  do  it."  Parsons  keep  a  regular  supply  of  ser- 
mons for  our  use.  City  editors,  when  they  run  short  of  subjects 
for  the  Sunday  sermonette,  just  turn  their  attention  to  "these  well- 
paid  and  certainly  not  overworked  teachers."  "Children  are  not 
patriotic,"  they  say,  "and  the  teacher  is  to  blame."  What  is  the 
effect  on  the  teacher,  of  all  this  public  badgering?  Here  and  there 
is  found  a  worm  who  (like  the  pew-paying  worm  in  'Red  Pottage') 
ventures  to  turn."  For  the  most  part  the  teacher  (who  is  of  a 
long-suffering  race)  accepts  the  editor's  reproof,  plunges  wildly  into 
Ladysmith  and  Mafeking  processions,  marshals  her  pupils  into 
triumphal  columns,  drags  the  feeble  from  under  horses'  hoofs,  and 
in  defence  of  her  charges  engages  in  hand  to  hand  conflicts  with 
mobs  and  trampling  hordes.  And  the  parents,  the  natural  pro- 
tectors, one  would  think,  of  their  own  offspring,  view  the  conflict 
from  afar  off,  and  smile  approval  from  sheltered  coigns  of  vantage; 
while  the  editor  leans  back  in  his  carriage,  smokes  a  committee 
cigar  and  thinks  what  a  grand  thing  patriotism  is. 

Again,  to  satisfy  some  one's  love  of  display,  school  children 
are  made  a  part  of  many  public  functions.  I  have  been  ordered 
out  with  my  pupils  to  help  celebrate — the  bringing  in  of  a  first 
railway  train  and  the  laying  of  hospital  foundations.  We  have 
formed  part  of  an  agricultural  exhibition  (we  were  not  told  to 
which  section  we  were  supposed   peculiarly   to   belong).     Jammed 
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in  between  the  fire  brigade  and  "Adgie  and  the  lions,"  we  have 
helped  to  swell  patriotic  processions  ;  and  once,  at  the  sword's 
point,  was  I  ordered  to  marshal  my  class  forth  to  join  the  pageant 
of  a  politician's  public  funeral — the  occasion  was  not  without  its 
features  of  grim  humor,  as  the  children,  blissfully  innocent  of  any 
incongruity,  solaced  themselves  during  the  long  wait  with  bun- 
bites  and  surreptitious  oranges. 

Now,  well  do  I  know  that  I  will  be  called  an  obstructionist. 
I  see  it  coming  by  more  than  one  determined  eye  in  front  of  me, 
so  I  want  to  clearly  define  my  position  with  regard  to  these  Bands 
of  Mercy,  Bands  of  Hope,  W.  C.  T.  U.'s  and  S.  P.  C.  A.'s  ;  this 
sewing,  sawing  and  swimming,  straw-weaving,  rope-splicing, 
wood-splitting,  cooking  and  tonic  sol-fa.  Some  of  them  I  know 
to  be  good  in  themselves,  and  the  rest  may  be.  But  that  is  not 
the  question  which  confronts  us. 

Five  hours  is  a  period  of  time  with  mathematical  limita- 
tions. .  You  can't  crowd  something  new  into  it,  without  crowding 
something  old  out.  Already  the  ground-work  subjects  have  suf- 
fered of  necessity.  We  have  "enriched"  our  course  at  the  ex- 
pense of  thoroughness.  We  pretend  to  teach  that  which  it  is  an 
impossibility,  equally  mental  and  physical,  for  us  to  teach  in  the 
limited  time  at  our  disposal. 

I  speak  not  for  myself.  I  would  fain  be  a  special  pleader  for 
the  child  :  as  his  "delegate,"  I,  in  all  earnestness,  ask:  "Is  it 
not  time  for  some  one  to  cry  a  halt  and  let  the  reasoning  faculties 
draw  the  breath  of  life  ?" 

In  the  school,  as  elsewhere  in  this  busy  age  of  emulation, of  tur- 
moil and  competition,  we  attempt  too  much — eagerness  takes  the 
place  of  earnestness — and  we  are  out  of  touch  with  the  good  old- 
fashioned  virtues  of  thoughtfulness  and  thoroughness.  The  cure  ? 
If  we  have  fallen  into  error  let  us  acknowledge  it.  Put  back  the 
clock.  Lop  off  the  enrichments  (I  had  almost  said  excrescences), 
and  get  back  to  simpler  conditions.  Attempt  less,  and  if  we  only 
teach  a  little,  let  us  teach  that  little  philosophically,  livingly  and 
lovingly,  and  (shall  I  say  it?)  trust  your  teachers  a  little  more,  oh, 
parents  individual,  school  boards  and  framers  of  programmes  ! 
Almost  every  theorist  under  the  sun  has  been  allowed  to  curtail  a 
teacher's  usefulness  by  binding  him  down  to  cast-iron  programmes 
and  courses  of  study. 

The  real  teacher,  and  by  this  I  mean  one  who  looks  beyond 
the  mere  passing  of  examinations  and  satisfying  of  the  "powers 
that  be,"  to  a  tribunal  that  deals  with  the  roots  of  things,  and  to 


g6  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

whom  mere  externals  and  pretences  are  abhorrent,  is  longings  and 
hung'eruiiJ^  to  do  real  teaching.  Give  her  a  chance  and  see  how 
willingly  she  will  throw  off  the  shackles  of  grid  and  cram. 

For  my  own  part  I  have  been  reckless  enough  this  last  year 
to  leave  the  regular  course  for  days  at  a  time  to  look  after  itself, 
while  together  my  pupils  and  I  explored  the  bye-ways  of  literature 
and  had  many  a  comfortable  talk  together,  talks  which  although 
not  labelled  "  instructive  and  profitable,"  served  to  make  us  better 
friends.  Nine-tenths  of  our  teachers  to-day  would  do  the  same 
thing  if  yovi'U  only  let  them.  I  say,  give  them  the  chance.  Look 
back  over  your  own  school  days.  Who  was  the  teacher  for  whom 
you  entertain  the  kindliest  feelings — the  one  who  most  influenced 
your  life  ?  It  wasn't  that  teacher  who  held  you  off  at  arm's  length, 
and  in  allopathic  doses  administered  the  school  course  to  you 
straight.  It  was  the  one  who  got  at  your  inner  self  and  let  you 
see  a  little  bit  of  his  own  in  the  process. 

Again,  in  throwing  the  whole  work  of  teaching  on  the  school, 
I  feel  that  there  is  danger  of  depriving  the  home  of  its  legitimate 
influence.  Children  of  this  generation  are  losing  a  something  that 
nothing  else  in  this  world  can  supply.  Their  busy,  overcrowded 
school  lives  are  robbing  them  of  that  direct  mother-influence  which 
belonged  to  us  of  the  last  generation  of  children.  The  quiet, 
heart  to  heart  chat  at  the  end  of  the  day's  work,  the  children's 
hour,  is  it  not  slipping  away?  Is  it  permissible  for  me,  I  wonder, 
to  speak  about  mothers  to  mothers  ?  May  an  old  maid  do  so 
without  presumption  ?  Then  let  me  say  that  if  I  were  one  of  the 
mothers  of  these  days  I  would  be  jealous  of  my  influence  with  my 
children — I  would  be  loath  to  give  so  much  of  it  up  to  the  teacher. 
Educating  children  in  the  mass  has  its  advantages,  but  it  is  the 
famil)',  not  the  fifty  children  in  a  school  grade  which  forms  the 
unit  of  national  greatness,  and  God's  own  plan  is  the  family  plan. 
A  mother  can,  if  she  will,  do  more  in  foundation  character  building" 
for  the  child  in  those  first  and  only  years  when  she  represents  to 
'"••  n  the  law  of  life,  than  any  teacher  can  ever  hope  to  do  after- 
wards. Don't  be  too  eager  to  pass  your  little  one  on  to  the 
nation's  nurseries,  the  kindergarten  and  the  primary  school.  Your 
child  will  in  his  school  journey  have  many  teachers  and  they  will, 
some  more  and  some  less,  influence  his  life,  but  he  has  and  can 
have  but  one  mother.  Mothers  are  queer.  There  are  some 
inexplicable  points  about  them.  I  have  studied  the  subject  (from 
an  exoteric  standpoint)  for  years,  and  there  are  some  things  that 
I  cannot  understand.  One  is  the  attitude  of  that  mother  who, 
when  you  are  trying  with  all  earnestness  to  strengthen  the  moral 
fibre  of  her  child,   thrusts   herself  in    between   that   child   and    the 
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natural  consequences  of  his  own  acts  with  a  note  of  this  tenor  : — 
"Miss  Cameron,  please  excuse  Johnny  for  being-  late,  excuse  him 
for  his  home  work  ;  don't  keep  him  in  after  school,  don't  punish 
him  for  anything  at  any  time.  Let  him  out  of  school  at  half-past 
two,  excuse  him  for  all  his  delinquencies,  past,  present  and  to 
come,  shut  your  eyes  to  everything-  that  is  wrong,  take  pretence 
for  performance,  and  in  short.  Miss  Cameron,  make  yourself  one 
of  a  partnership  of  three  to  call  wrong  right  and  right  wrong." 

Let  me  with  all  the  force  at  my  command  emphasize  my  deep 
conviction  that  the  action  of  this  mother  (and  her  name  is  Legion, 
for  she  is  many)  is  the  cruelest  folly.  It  must  result  in  keen  dis- 
appointment and  undoing  when  the  child  learns  in  the  sterner 
school  of  the  world  of  men  and  women  that  surely  and  without  one 
deviation  does  the  great  Father  enforce  His  rule,  "As  a  man  sows, 
so  must  he  reap."  I  think  it  is  Goldsmith  who  says,  "There  is 
often  the  truest  tenderness  in  well-timed  severity."  I  suppose  I 
will  offend  again  when  I  say  that  I  have  little  sympathy  with  that 
school  of  educators  who  would  remove  from  a  child's  path  all  dif- 
ficulties, and  make  it  ever  for  him  plain  sailing.  The  tendency  to 
sentimentalism  in  our  age  is,  I  know,  constantly  seeking-  excuses 
for  not  doing  unpleasant  things.  Text  books  and  school  journals 
tell  us  how  to  keep  our  pupils  wide  awake  and  interested  so  that 
they  may  need  no  rules.  This  may  be  very  pleasant  for  the  time 
being  tor  all  concerned,  but  there  is  no  discipline  in  it.  There  are 
hard  duties  in  citizenship,  and  I  contend  that  the  habit  of  always 
expecting  to  be  pleased  and  interested  while  a  child,  does  not  help 
the  man  or  woman  to  do  earnest  work  in  hard  places.  There  can 
be  no  discipline  unless  the  child  learns  to  do  unpleasant  things  be- 
cause they  are  right. 

Another  thing-  difficult  for  me  to  understand,  is  how  a  mother 
can  be  willing  and  content  to  send  her  child  to  school  to  be  taught 
by  a  teacher  whom  she  does  not  know.  I  couldn't,  I  wouldn't. 
If  I  were  a  mother  I  would  want  to  know  the  teacher  into  whose 
care  I  was  turning  over  my  little  one  for  more  than  one-half  of  J'^s 
waking  hours.  And  I  would  want  to  thoroughly  know  her,  too. 
I  wouldn't  be  at  all  curious  about  her  family  history — it  W'Ould  be 
a  matter  of  equal  indifference  if  her  father  had  been  a  doctor  or 
her  grandfather  a  ditcher.  I  wouldn't  exercise  myself  about  find- 
ing out  what  church  she  attended,  or  what  names  were  on  her 
calling  list.  The  question  of  "caste"  (a  word  which  I  have  heard 
more  mention  of  during  the  three  days  of  this  convention  than  in 
the  whole  period  of  my  previous  life)  would  not  trouble  me.  But 
I  would  want  to  know  what  she  was  doing  in  the  world,  what  she 
was   thinking   about,  what   she    was   teaching  and   why   she   was 
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teaching  it, — ^just  what  she  stood  for  in  the  busy  ranks  of  the 
world's  workers.  And  if  I  couldn't  approve  of  her,  I  would  not 
leave  my  little  one  in  her  care.  If  I  found  in  her  a  woman  to 
esteem  and  respect  (we  might  differ  on  a  thousand  matters  if  we 
were  one  on  vital  things),  it  seems  to  me  that  I  would  try  hard  to 
make  a  warm  personal  friend  of  her.  If  I  could  not  succeed  in 
this  (and  friendship  is  a  tender  plant  which  refuses  to  be  forced),  I 
would  at  least  be  loyal  to  her  ;  I  trust  I  would  not  be  guilty  of  the 
bad  form  of  discussing  her  actions  and  questioning  her  methods, 
or  of  permitting  others  to  do  so,  in  the  presence  of  my  children  ; 
and  I  would  honestly  try  to  strengthen  her  hands  in  every  possible 
way.  And  why  not  ?  Is  not  the  teacher  the  mother's  substi- 
tute for  the  time  being — her  full  working-partner? 

Just  one  thought  and  I  am  done.  I  put  it  forth  in  no  captious 
spirit  ;  indeed  it  is  with  extreme  diffidence  that  I  touch  upon  it  at 
all.  It  is  this  :  Parents  allow  their  children  to  grow  away  from 
them  ;  and  too  often  just  at  the  time  when  boys  and  girls  have 
arrived  at  the  borders  of  manhood  and  womanhood,  at  the  time  of 
all  times  when  they  feel  the  need  of  counsel  of  a  personal  nature, 
parents  and  children  find  themselves  miles  apart.  I  can  best  ex- 
plain what  I  mean  by  speaking  of  my  own  experience,  and  I  trust 
that  you  will  excuse  the  ever-recurring  personal  pronoun.  At 
different  times  I  have  had  boys  and  girls  come  to  me  with  troubles 
and  questions  of  a  personal  nature,  confidences  too  sacred  to  touch 
upon  here  ;  and  after  we  had  been  freely  talking  together,  I  have 
asked,  "How  about  your  home  people,  have  you  talked  it  over 
with  any  one  there?"  The  reply  generally  is,  "No  ;  I  didn't  like 
to  talk  to  my  mother  about  it." 

Now,  I  speak  from  my  own  point  of  view,  of  course — isn't- 
something  wrong  somewhere  ?  Does  not  the  mother,  busy  and 
crowded  though  her  life  may  be,  who  in  following  after  the  many 
lines  of  present-day  activities,  fails  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  her 
children,  allow  something  to  drift  out  of  her  life,  the  loss  of  which 
nothing  else  in  this  world  can  replace  ?  And  the  pity  of  it  is  that 
that  confidence  is  such  a  subtle  something  !  We  can't  let  it  slip 
one  day  and  go  back  and  pick  it  up  the  next. 

Before  closing  I  would  say  that  as  a  teacher,  personally,  I 
have  much  to  thank  the  parents  for.  Indeed  the  friendships  which 
have  meant  the  most  to  me  in  life  have  come  to  me  through  the 
school  room.  My  lines  have  fallen  in  pleasant  places  and  I 
am  truly  grateful.  And  with  this  I  am  done.  I  cannot  and  will 
not  write  platitudes  on  this  subject,  and,  after  all,  that  which  we 
feel  most  deeply  is  the  thing  which  we  never  put  in  words. 
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The  discussion  which  ensued  was  introduced  by  Mrs.  Cooper, 
Nanaimo,  who  asked  that  the  President  keep  her  eye  on  the  watch 
and  her  hand  on  the  bell,      (Laughter.)     There  was  so  much,  she 
said,  in  the  paper  with  which  she  was  in  hearty  sympathy,  and  yet 
much  that  she  did  n.ot  exactly  differ  from,  but  which,  she  thought, 
hardly  went  to  the  root  of  the    matter.      The  teachers,    she   said, 
could  not  go  to  all  the  homes  in  a  country  of  five  millions  of  people; 
all    the   same,    both    the    parents   and   the  State  should  insist  that 
while  children  are  in  the  school  room,  they  should  be  taught  only 
the  most  useful  things.      She  was  English  and  perhaps  '  fogey'   in 
her  ideas,  but  she  remembered  a  time  when  sewing  was  taught  to 
all  girls,  and  it  seemed  to  her  as  necessary  an  accomplishment  as 
algebra,  or  euclid.      She  added   that  fancy    work   was   considered 
noble  and  household  work   drudgery,    yet   if  she    were    reading  a 
novel    and    the   Chinaman    washing  the  dishes,  she  could  not  help 
but  feel  that  he  was  engaged  in   the  nobler  occupation       Cooking 
also,  she  believed,    should   be  taught.     They  had   all  laughed  at 
Miss    Cameron's   alarming   figure   of  the   procession   of  pots  and 
pans,  yet  they  should  remember  that  while  the  mother  might  teach 
her  children  how  to  cook,  the  State  could  not  insist  upon  her  doing 
it,    while   it    could   compel   the   teacher  to  do  so.      A  wife  was  no 
worse  because  she  was  able  to  prepare  a  dainty  meal  in  the  absence 
of  the  Chinaman.      She  further  expressed   the   need,    as   she   con- 
sidered it,  of  religious  teaching  in  the  schools.      It  had  been  said 
that  the  mother  should  teach  this.      She  granted  this  contention, 
she  could  also  teach   reading   and   writing,    but   she   had    not   the 
time.      She  thought  the   ordinary   instruction    at  home    should    be 
supplemented,  provision    always   being  made  by  means  of  a   con- 
science clause,  such  as  that  in  force  in  England,  whereby  no  parent 
might  have  his  child  so  instructed  against  his  will. 

The  speaker  also  emphasized  the  necessity  for  a  careful  selec- 
tion of  companions  for  children.  Young  men  of  questionable 
virtue  were  often  received  into  pure  homes  and  welcomed  there 
merely  because  they  had  good  voices,  or  occupied  good  positions. 
She  also  warned  her  hearers  against  allowing  children  to  mingle 
indiscriminately  with  the  children  next  door. 

Miss  Ross  expressed  herself  as  delighted  with  Miss  Cameron's 
paper.  She  felt,  however,  that  she  had  not  quite  struck  at  the 
root  of  the  matter,  but  her  axe  would  soon  cut  through.  Children 
were  being  born  into  this  complexity  of  conditions,  and  were  forced 
to  live  in  them.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  have  teachers  such 
as  Miss  Cameron,  whose  vision  was  wide  enough  to  grasp  the 
whole  situation.  She  had  all  the  elements,  but  she  had  not  yet 
reached  unity. 
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The  President  said  that  it  had  been  suggested  to  her  that 
the  paper  be  printed  for  distribution. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  reminded  the  delegates  that 
it  was  the  custom  to  embody  these  papers  in  the  Verbatim  Report. 

Miss  Perrin  said  the  Council  had  been  well  treated  by  both 
the  newspapers  of  Victoria  and  she  felt  sure  they  would  print  the 
address  and  copies  could  be  obtained  from  their  office. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant  : — "May  I  suggest, — I  know  Miss 
Cameron  will  not  take  offence — that  the  sentence  about  the  minis- 
ters be  struck  out.     We  here  understand  it,  but  others  might  not." 

Miss  Cameron — "These  are  my  opinions,  and  I  must  object 
to  the  mutilation  of  the  paper  in  the  way  suggested." 

The  clause  in  question  was  read. 

Miss  FitzGibbon — "There  is  no  reflection  on  any  church.  It 
is  a  mere  statement  of  fact.  I  am  quite  confident  that  the  clergy 
will  see  the  force  of  it  and  its  absolute  truth,  and  will  not  feel  that 
it  reflects  on  them.  We  must  give  the  public  credit  for  knowing 
something."      (Applause.) 

The  certificates  of  life  membership  were  again  exhibited  and 
voted  upon,  whereupon  the  meeting  adjourned. 
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THURSDAY,  JULY  26th. 
EVENING   SESSION. 

Public  Meeting  on  Immigration  and  Domestic  Service,  in  the  City  Hall. 


OPENING  ADDRESS  BY  HIS  LORDSHIP,  BISHOP  PERRIN. 


Lady  Taylor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — 

I  assure  you  that  I  appreciate  the  compliment  of  having-  been 
asked  to  preside  at  this  meeting-  this  evening.  It  is  not  for  a 
moment  that  we  think  that  ladies  in  these  days  cannot  preside  at 
meetings,  because  we  know  that  they  can,  and  conduct  them,  too, 
on  the  very  best  possible  principles  and  lines.  One  of  the  papers 
to  be  read  this  evening  is  on  the  subject  of  Immigration,  and  per- 
haps one  reason  why  I  have  been  asked  to  preside  at  this  meeting 
is  because  I,  myself,  am  an  immigrant  ;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  not 
entirely  and  wholly  of  my  own  choice,  but  I  was  asked  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  come  and  take  up  my  abode  in  this 
Western  world,  and  I  can  only  say  that  if  all  immigrants  are  re- 
ceived in  the  same  way  as  my  sister  and  I  have  been  received,  it 
would  be  a  very  happy  state  of  affairs  altogether. 

The  subject  we  have  to  consider  this  evening  is,  of  course, 
a  difficult  one,  and  for  us  here  in  the  far  West,  a  burning 
one.  Papers  are  to  be  read  on  Immigration,  and  the  subject  of 
Domestic  Service  will  be  mentioned  in  these  papers  for  certain,  but 
our  question  of  Immigration,  that  is,  our  burning  one,  has  to  do 
with  our  Asiatic  friends  who  come  here  from  the  far  East.  The 
fact  of  these  Chinese  and  Japanese  being  here,  is  a  fact  that  we 
have  to  admit  and  acknowledge,  and  that  they  are  here,  as  I  be- 
lieve, under  conditions  in  which  they  have  been  and  still  can  be 
useful  to  the  community  ;  but  whether  we  think  that,  or  no,  Chin- 
ese and  Japanese  are  quite  certain  to  come,  not  only  to  British 
Columbia,  but  to  a  great  many  other  parts  of  the  world  as  well.  I 
remember  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  reading  a  speech  by 
Signor  Crispi,  who  was  then  the  Premier  of  Italy,  in  which  he 
spoke  about  the  possibility  of  a  yellow-skinned  race  invading  the 
continent  ;  but  in  those  days  there  were  a  great  many  people  who 
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had  no  idea  of  what  "  the  yellow-skinned  race"  meant.  What  we 
have  to  do  is,  I  am  sure,  to  await  the  prog'ress  of  events.  We  all 
know  that  when  machinery  was  introduced  into  Eng-land  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century,  there  was  a  terrible  feelings  against  it 
among  the  working-  classes.  A  great  deal  of  machinery  was 
burned  and  destroyed  in  many  places.  But  the  outcome  of  it  has 
been  the  improvement  of  the  working  classes.  I,  for  mv  part,  be- 
lieve that,  when  workingmen  are  sober  and  industrious  and  willing 
to  work,  they  will  be  able  to  hold  their  own  in  any  competition 
they  may  find  anywhere  in  the  world.  The  difficulty  workingmen 
have  in  this  colony,  and  I  suppose  in  others  as  well,  is  the  fact 
that  our  immigrants  consist  for  the  most  part  of  those  who  are 
either  very  strong  or  very  weak  men,  and  the  very  strong  men 
push  themselves  out  into  the  world  with  a  wider  idea  and  get  on, 
and  the  weaker  ones  are,  unhappily,  pushed  out  by  their  friends  at 
home.  In  this  extreme  part  of  the  Western  world,  we  want  the 
very  strongest  men.  But  these  latter,  not  content  with  remaining 
in  a  settled  community,  push  right  away  into  new  fields,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  get  the  very  weakest  of  men,  who  are  sent  out 
from  the  Old  Country  and,  passing  through  Eastern  Canada,  drift 
here  to  the  far  West.  There  is  no  place  for  them  to  go  unless 
they  migrate  farther  still  and  go  to  China  or  Japan  and  learn  bet- 
ter things  there.  Only  with  time  comes  perfection.  The  position 
of  affairs  here,  in  this  Province,  is  such  that  we  are  in  need  of  an 
increase  of  population,  and  there  is  room  in  British  Columbia  to- 
day for  the  right  kind  of  settlers.  We  do  not  want  the  refuse  ; 
we  want  to  have  the  best,  and  we  are  quite  confident  that  then  all 
will  be  well. 

The  subject  to  be  discussed  here  this  evening  will  have  chiefly 
to  do  with  the  immigration  of  women.  The  subject  is  to  be 
treated  in  three  papers,  one  of  which  will  deal  with  the  Eastern 
part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  one  with  the  great  North- 
west, and  one,  by  a  member  of  the  Council  who  comes  from 
Vancouver,  will  speak  for  the  West  itself.  This  ought  to  lead  to 
an  interesting  discussion.  We  ought  to  find  out  here  some  way 
by  which  the  immigration  question  can  be  dealt  with  better  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  always  felt  that 
the  way  in  which  the  Old  Country  has  neglected  its  duty  with  re- 
gard to  emigration  is  one  of  the  greatest  blots  on  its  policy.  In 
1848  and  1872,  very  large  numbers  emigrated  from  the  Old  Country, 
from  Ireland  in  particular.  It  seemed  as  though  it  made  no  difi^er- 
ence  whether  they  came  to  the  United  States  of  America  or  to 
Canada.  Now  it  is  all  changed,  but  it  has  onh-  changed  really 
within  the  last  year.      There  is  at  home  to-day  a  rising  party,  which 
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is  likely  to  be  the  dominating-  party  in  the  State,  which  holds  for 
an  Imperialism  which  will  mean  very  much  more  than  mere  extrav- 
agant talk.  We  shall  beg-in  to  realize  a  dream  which  some  of  us 
have  had  for  many  years,— that  no  matter  how  far  away  we  are 
from  the  Old  Country,  we  still  belong  to  that  country.  It  makes 
no  difference  to  me  where  I  live  so  far  as  the  relations  which  ought 
to  be  between  me  and  the  Empire  are  concerned.  If  we  could  get 
only  the  best  kind  of  population,  and  if  there  could  be  introduced 
by  some  statesman, — and  there  ought  to  be  one  such  who  will  inter- 
vene to  have — a  State-aided  Emigration  to  our  colonies  upon  the 
highest  and  best  lines,  then  I  am  quite  certain  that  while  the  world 
has  wondered  at  the  forces  sent  from  the  colonies  to  this  African 
war,  it  will  be  nothing  to  the  movement  which  this  would  produce. 

Another  broad  question  we  have  before  us  this  evening  is  the 
immigration  of  girls  and  women  to  Canada — the  question  of  the 
kind  we  want  and  the  work  they  can  do.  We  have  all  been  taught 
by  experience  ;  and  we  ought  to  hear  this  evening  the  best  judg- 
ments as  to  what  ought  to  be  done  to  produce  the  best  results. 
Of  course,  opinions  will  differ,  but  we  are  all  agreed  that  it  is  the 
best  class  of  women  that  has  the  best  chance  of  doing  work  in  this 
Province.  Unhappily,  the  very  best  are  also  needed  at  home,  and 
directly  you  begin  to  speak  of  the  emigraiion  of  domestic  servants 
from  the  Old  Country,  you  will  be  told  that  the  difficulty  is  to  get 
them  there,  and  so  it  will  require  great  care  if  this  is  to  be  done. 
The  man  who  has  been  out  here  for  a  little  while  and,  perhaps, 
taken  up  land  and  built  for  himself  some  sort  of  a  hut  which  he 
calls  a  house,  and  then  goes  home  to  England  and  persuades  some 
girl  to  come  out  with  him  to  enjoy  the  happiness  and  pleasures  of 
married  life  in  British  Columbia, — for  these  men,  I  have  very  harsh 
judgments  indeed, — they  are  monsters  of  selfishness.  But  of  all 
the  women  who  come  out  like  that,  no  class  of  women  can  do  bet- 
ter than  our  British  women  do  under  such  circumstances.  They, 
first  of  all,  no  doubt,  sit  down  and  have  a  good  cry — that  gives 
them  courage,  they  say, — and  they  carry  out  bravely  and  well  the 
home  duties  that  devolve  upon  them,  compared  with  which  their 
old  home  must  stand  out  before  them  as  a  paradise  and  make  them 
wish  to  be  back  again.  But  we  are  all  agreed  that  what  we  want 
is  a  spirit  of  brightness  and  cheerfulness  through  it  all.    (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  to  read 
the  paper  prepared  by  Mrs.  Cox,  Convener  of  the  Immigration 
Committee,  which  deals  with  this  question  in  the  East. 
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liMiMIGRATION  TO  THE  EASTERN  PROVINCES. 


On  the  arms  of  the  late  Orange  Free  State  stood  the  motto  : 
"  Freedom,  Immigration,  Patience,  Courage."  That  very  success- 
ful colony  had  the  wisdom  to  pin  on  to  its  banner  what  we  in  Can- 
ada are  apt  to  disdain.  We  like  to  boast  of  our  immigrants  when 
we  wish  to  prove  that  we  can  be  as  attractive  as  our  neighbour 
country,  which  receives  so  steady  a  stream  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  or  when  we  want  to  show  what  a  great  nation  we  are  going 
to  be,  realising  that  we  have  some  need  to  swell  out  our  little  six 
millions  of  people  to  match  the  vast  extent  of  our  territory.  But, 
if  questioned  as  to  his  real  feeling,  the  average  Canadian  betrays 
a  curious  indifference,  and  even  an  aversion,  to  immigrants  :  he 
would  prefer  to  do  without  them   if  he  could. 

For  a  careful  study  of  the  value  of  immigration  to  Canada, 
and  an  analysis  of  the  kind  of  immigrant  best  adapted  to  our 
country  under  its  present  conditions,  I  would  call  your  attention  to 
Prof.  James  Mavor's  report  to  the  department  of  the  Interior,  where 
he  points  out  the  advantages  which  a  young  unsettled  country  like 
ours,  with  vast,  unoccupied  lands,  derives  from  the  promotion  of 
immigration.  Production  is  increased  ;  taxation  per  head  is 
reduced  ;  the  climate  is  modified,  and  where  settlement  is  arranged 
in  groups,  the  difficulties  of  pioneer  life  are  greatly  eased  by  the 
mutual  help  which  large  groups  of  people  render  to  each  other, — - 
to  say  nothing  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  stimulus  produced  by 
the  contact  of  varied  minds.  Also,  a  larger  population  renders 
possible  large  undertakings,  such  as  railways  and  canals,  which 
are  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  whole  people,  and  which  in 
the  case  of  a  far-stretching  country  like  Canada,  are  essential  to 
the  realisation  of  a  great  nationality. 

Granting  the  desirability  and  need  of  immigration  for  Canada, 
let  us  as  women  study  our  share  of  it.  Let  us  look  at  the  position 
in  a  broad  way,  and  not  simply  demand  querulously  to  be  supplied 
with  well  trained  English  servants.  No  doubt  this  is  one  of  our 
chief  businesses,  to  promote  immigration  for  domestic  service,  but 
we  must  not  be  unmindful  of  the  larger  aspect  of  immigration. 
It  is  for  us  to  help  to  form  public  opinion  as  to  the  kind  of 
immigrant  most  serviceable  to  the  country  ;  and,  here,  I  think  you 
would  be  much  interested  in  the  claim  Prof.  Mavor  makes  in 
favour  of  the  more  primitive  peoples  as  pioneers, — people  like  the 
Icelanders,  Scandinavians,    Finlanders,   and    Russians,    where   we 
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still  find  village  groups  that  are  self-contained,  producing,  as  did 
our  liabitans  of  old,  all  that  they  need,  and  so  neither  putting  any 
burden  on  the  community,  nor  suffering  themselves  for  their 
enforced  isolation. 

Then  there  is  the  great  question  of  the  solitary  pioneer  versus 
the  group.  Among  the  many  interesting  and  instructive  reports 
to  the  department  of  the  Interior — a  volume  we  should  all  study  if 
we  want  to  get  a  vivid  and  truthful  picture  of  the  great  variety  of 
effort  being  put  out  in  developing  the  country  and  the  different 
people  employed  in  doing  it — I  was  struck  by  one  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Mines  at  Calgary,  in  which  he  describes  the  scheme 
of  the  Canadian  Northwest  Irrigation  Company  for  the  settlement, 
by  a  series  of  hamlets,  of  the  extensive  tract  that  they  are  fertilis- 
ing. He  mentions  how  it  is  only  under  a  village  system  that 
dairying  and  small  farming  can  properly  be  carried  on,  and  con- 
cludes : — "One  need  only  mention  the  advantages  that  the  hamlet 
system  gives  for  social,  religious  and  educational  facilties,  compared 
with  the  ordinary  mode  of  settlement,  to  convince  any  one,  that  at 
least  so  far  as  these  last  mentioned  features  are  concerned,  the 
hamlet  system  is  a  long  way  in  the  lead."  Again,  the  Edmonton 
Immigration  Agent  reports  :  "The  presence  of  these  immigrants 
in  these  formerly  sparse  communities  will  serve  a  most  useful  and 
wholesome  purpose  in  lessening  the  burden  of  the  farming  popula- 
tion, in  facilitating  the  creation  of  school  districts,  and  in  their 
subsequent  maintenance,  in  the  prosecution  of  necessary  public 
works,  roads,  bridges,  &c.,  and,  in  short,  in  adding  to  the  strength 
that  comes  from  union,  in  reducing  all  the  evils  which  belong  to 
isolation."  To  this  we  must  add  Prof.  Mavor's  summing  up  that 
"  it  is  probably  within  the  mark  to  say  that  it  is  now  generally 
recoirnised  that  the  alternate  section  svstem  was  a  mistake,  and 
that  the  number  of  persons  who  prefer  the  isolated  life  to  which  it 
conduces  has  after  all  been  shewn  to  be  very  small,  that  the  isola- 
tion has  on  the  whole  been  proved,  especially  in  the  second 
generation  of  the  settlers,  to  be  an  immense  disadvantage." 

Another  most  important  side  of  the  question  is  the  proportion 
of  the  sexes,  and  that  is  essentially  our  affair.  How  can  we  hope 
to  remedy  the  present  disparity  ?  In  the  Government  Immigration 
Reports,  I  notice  one  case  where  half  the  settlers  reported  in  the 
year  were  young,  unmarried  men,  and  another  where  four-fifths 
were  men  to  one-fifth  women.  These  were  from  the  United 
States.  The  same  disproportion  is  noticed  in  the  report  of  immi- 
grants from  the  United  States,  passing  through  Montreal.  The 
men  are  two  to  one  of  the  women.  From  the  ports  of  entry  it 
would  appear  that  about   four   thousand   five  hundred   men   more 
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than  women  entered  Canada  for  settlement  last  year.  Although 
it  is  difficult  to  get  exact  statistics,  owing-  to  the  inclusion  of 
tourists  among  the  other  immigrants,  it  would  appear  that  the 
disproportion  is  not  nearly  so  large  as  some  years  ago.  The  new 
policy  of  the  Government,  by  which  the  largest  bonus  is  to  be 
given  to  those  agents  securing  settlers  prepared  to  homestead,  will 
no  doubt  help  in  the  direction  of  bringing  in  whole  families.  At 
the  same  time  the  Government  has  offered  a  bonus  not  exceeding 
three  dollars  to  any  properly  authorized  Society  bringing  out  girls 
for  service  in  the  Northwest.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  we  can 
avail  ourselves  of  this  concession. 

Before  discussing  the  question  of  domestic  service,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  on  the  village  industries  in  which  we  have  be- 
come interested  through  the  sympathy  we  extended  to  the  Russian 
Doukhobors.  In  these  colonies  we  have  a  good  example  of  the 
self-contained  village.  There  seems  no  reason  why  the  arts  which 
they  practise  for  their  own  needs  should  not  be  extended  for 
artistic  purposes.  Might  we  not  hope  also  to  enlarge  our  scope 
and  bring  in  other  workers  such  as  the  French  lace-makers  from 
the  Loire,  who  are  reported  to  be  plying  their  craft  in  Southern 
Manitoba. 

I  must  not  forget,  also  to  mention  the  testimony  borne  to  the 
value  of  the  bill  protecting  child  immigration  in  Ontario,  the  main 
provisions  of  which  were  obtained  last  year  for  Quebec.  Regret 
is  expressed  that  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  excellent  Societies 
engaged  in  this  work  should  have  taken  umbrage  at  provisions 
which  were  solely  intended  to  secure  in  all  this  work  the  same 
good  principles  by  which  their  own  was  regulated.  Mr.  Quarrier's 
nice  Scotch  children  are  much  missed. 

And  now  as  to  the  very  burning  subject  of  domestic  service. 
Various  practical  proposals  are  made  to  improve  the  present 
order  of  things, — such  as  an  alliance  with  the  Onward  and  Upward 
Society  which  gives  prizes  for  servants  who  have  been  in  their 
places  two  years  and  more.  The  need  of  a  training  home  for 
domestic  service  is  insisted  upon,  and  it  is  urged  that  a  practical 
woman  should  be  dispatched  to  Germany  and  Sweden  to  attract  to 
Canada  the  immigrants  who  make  such  good  servants  in  the 
United  States.  This  last  suggestion  seems  to  be  more  possible 
under  the  new  bonus  system,  and  the  experiment  now  being  made 
by  Mrs.  Sanford  of  Winnipeg,  who  is  undertaking  an  expedition 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  bring  over  servants,  might  give 
us  some  useful  hints. 

The  Government  Inspector  of  foreign  immigration  agents 
considers  that  it  needs  the  pertinacity  and  resource  of  an  insurance 


WOMEN     OF     CANADA.  I07 

agent  to  canvass  successfully  for  continental  immigrants,  and  the 
task  is  not  likely  to  be  so  easy  as  in  England  ;  but  it  is  well  worth 
attempting. 

As  to  the  proposed  Training  School,  it  is  evident  that  as  long 
as  servants  can  get  places  without  training,  they  will  not  waste 
time  and  money  over  training.  This  is  clear, — as  also  another 
fact  which  is  recognised,  that,  as  in  England,  our  own  girls  prefer 
the  atmosphere  and  hours  of  the  shop  and  factory,  and  that  the 
number  available  for  domestic  service  is  steadily  decreasing. 

How  do  we  find  these  two  difficulties  being  met  in  England  ? 
The  first  is  being  met  by  the  competition  of  educated  women, 
trained  to  begin  with,  or  who  readily  acquire  the  necessary  skill  ; 
and  the  second  is  met  by  a  limitation  of  the  hours  of  work,  so  that 
the  coveted  evenings  are  assured  and  the  footing  of  mistress  and 
maid  is  one  of  ordinary  business. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  old  idea  in  the  background  of 
our  feeling  about  servants  is  that  they  are  a  chattel  of  the  home,  a 
part  of  the  domestic  machine  which  should  be  always  ready  to  be 
used.  Step  by  step,  this  has  had  to  be  reluctantly  yielded,  but 
only  under  protest,  and  every  fresh  assumption  of  liberty  is 
resented.  Let  us  make  up  our  minds  that  the  domestic  machine 
will  in  future  have  to  be  run  as  a  business  ;  that  our  maids  will  be 
on  the  footing  of  clerks  or  shop  assistants, — tree  agents,  with 
definite  free  hours  when  no  work  is  expected  from  them  whether 
they  are  in  the  house  or  not. 

In  this  case,  may  we  not  try  an  adaptation  of  the  experiment 
of  employing  educated  women,  already  trained  for  domestic  ser- 
vice, but  coming  in  to  work  by  the  day.  Many  English  homes  are 
worked  by  resident  ladies.  English  houses  are  more  spacious, 
and  it  is  easier  to  arrange  for  the  sittingroom  or  single  bedroom 
that  an  educated  woman  requires  ;  but  in  our  narrow  town  houses 
we  should  often  be  glad  to  have  no  resident  servant,  if  we  could 
have  efficient  workers  by  the  day.  This  could  surely  be  tried  in 
places  where  day  labour  is  already  the  custom,  as  in  Vancouver, 

The  experiment  could  be  made  with  Englishwomen  already 
accustomed  to  the  idea  ;  but  it  could  afterward  be  taken  up  by  our 
own  people.  The  remuneration  for  governesses  or  companions  in 
Canada  is  often  inferior  to  that  of  a  good  servant,  and,  if  there 
were  no  social  stigma,  domestic  service  would  be  as  eagerly 
sought.  Then,  let  us  get  rid  of  the  social  stigma,  for  that  is 
largely  at  the  bottom  of  our  troubles.  Why  should  the  position 
of  a  type-writer, — so  dangerous  to  a  lonely  girl, — be  considered 
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superior  to  much  less  mechanical  work  in  a  comfortable  home  ?  If 
we  ask  ourselves  a  few  plain  questions  of  this  kind  we  shall  see 
what  we  have  g"ot  to  change.  We  must  accept  ladies  as  domestic 
workers,  treating  them  on  business  lines  and  with  fixed  hours,  and 
we  shall  then  find  the  necessary  lever  to  raise  the  whole  status  of 
domestic  service. 

It  has  not  been  easy  in  the  past  to  find  capable  educated  work- 
ers, and  we  in  Canada  have  suflfered  much  at  the  hands  of  the 
"lady  help."  But  she  was  the  fore-runner  of  the  "lady  cook-gen- 
eral" that  you  see  advertised  for  in  the  English  papers  of  to-day, 
— a  lady  thoroughly  trained  and  qualified  for  cooking  and  general 
house  work,  doing  the  work  in  a  businesslike  way  ;  not  requiring 
to  "eat  with  the  family,"  but  preferring  her  independent  life  under 
well  defined  hours.  Of  course,  nothing  is  so  comfortable  as  a 
slave, — if  you  can  aff"ord  an  overseer  ;  but  slaves  and  domestic 
chattels  are  things  of  the  past,  and  we  must  be  prepared  in  ordinary 
life  to  sacrifice  some  measure  of  luxurious  indulgence  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  a  growing  equality. 

I  dwell  rather  on  our  attitude  of  mind,  because  I  feel  sure  that 
once  that  is  clear,  the  practical  difficulties  will  arrange  themselves. 
Day-wages  will  adjust  themselves  to  the  needs  of  boarding-out  ;  or 
our  houses  will  be  adapted  to  our  educated  workers.  But  it  is 
clear  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  remuneration,  or  of  the  kind  of 
work  ;  but  of  the  feeling  with  which  that  work  is  regarded  :  the 
tutelage  exercised  over  the  workers,  and  the  want  of  definition  in 
the  hours  of  labour.  The  employment  of  educated  women  should 
help  us  to  solve  these  problems. 

Mrs.  Cooper,  Nanaimo,  was  next  asked  to  read  a  paper  on 
the  same  subject  by  Miss  Fowler,  Hon.  Superintendent  of  the 
Girls'  Home  of  Welcome,  Winnipeg. 


IMMIGRATION. 


I  have  been  asked  to  write  a  paper  on  Immigration  and  the 
Servant  Question,  in  order  that  the  Manitoban  point  of  view  may 
be  represented  at  your  Council.  I  am  very  willing  to  write  a 
paper,  but  I  cannot  guarantee  that  my  views  shall  be  entirely 
representative  of  those  of  Manitoba.  I  am  English,  am  in 
close  correspondence  with  England  all  the  time,  and  my  opin- 
ions   are    very    largely    tinged    with    the    thought    and   sentiment 
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of  that  country.  The  Manitoban  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
Immigratioii  is  apt  to  be  : —  "Let  the  English  do  the  giving 
and  we  will  do  the  taking — ^let  England  be  scoured  for  the 
few  remaining  old-fashioned,  respectable,  hardworking  servants, 
and  let  them  come  out  here  for  our  benefit,  either  at  their 
own  expense  or  at  that  of  English  philanthropy."  This  is  the 
common  and  selfish  request,  but  it  is  not  the  rational  one. 
Canada  has  no  right  to  dictate  what  class  of  girls  she  will  have 
when,  unlike  the  other  colonies,  she  does  nothing  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  emigration.  The  only  time  in  my  knowledge  when  Can- 
ada put  herself  in  the  position  of  being  able  to  dictate,  was  when 
Mrs.  Livingston  was  sent  over  to  Scotland  by  the  Government  to 
brins-  out  g-irls  for  the  farmers  of  the  North  West.  As  she  was 
paid  by  the  Government  and  authorized  by  them  to  advance  fares, 
she  was  at  liberty  to  select  just  the  class  of  girls  she  deemed  most 
suitable  to  Canada,  quite  irrespective  of  whether  the  Old  Country 
could  afford  to  lose  them  or  not.  But  in  the  ordinary  run  of  emi- 
gration, we  cannot  consider  Canada  only,  but  must  also  consider 
to  a  certain  extent  what  class  of  people  can  best  be  spared  from 
England  Miss  Lefroy,  Secretary  of  the  United  British  Women's 
Emigration  Association,  said  to  me  in  England  last  winter  : — 
"When  I  emigrate  a  kitchen-maid,  I  always  know  twelve  persons 
wanting  her,  but  when  I  emigrate  a  '  superior  girl'  I  always  know 
she  will  have  great  difficulty  in  finding  employment  in  that  country." 
Many  of  these  superior  girls  will  be  servants  in  a  new  country, 
whose  parents  would  not  like  them  to  be  servants  in  the  neighbour- 
hood in  which  they  were  brought  up.  Miss  MacDonald,  of  Aber- 
deen, who  does  a  great  deal  of  splendid  emigration  work,  says  : — 
"  I  never  emigrate  a  girl  who  has  been  a  servant  in  Aberdeen. 
Were  I  to  do  so  I  could  never  get  help  from  the  ladies  of  this  City 
towards  cost  of  fares.  1  only  emigrate  factory  girls,  who  go  with 
the  understanding  that  they  will  be  servants  in  Canada."  I  may 
add  that  I  have  always  found  Miss  MacDonald's  girls  adaptable 
and  suited  in  the  end  for  service.  It  is  universally  allowed,  even 
by  Canadians  who  have  given  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the 
well-trained  English  domestic  does  not  better  herself  by  emigra- 
tion. The  Welsh  and  Irish  servant  may  perhaps  do  so,  and  for 
this  reason  Wales  and  Ireland  and,  to  some  extent,  Scotland,  are 
the  best  recruiting  grounds.  It  is  in  these  countries  that  Mrs. 
Livingston  and  Mrs.  Sanford  have  collected  their  girls  (do  not 
confound  Mrs  Livingston  with  Miss  Livingstone,  Teacher  of  Cook- 
ery, of  whom  I  shall  speak  later),  and  here  let  me  say  that  the 
public  cannot  be  too  warm  in  their  appreciation  of  the  system  of 
sending  lady  agents  to  the  Old  Country.  It  is  the  second  best 
way  of  obtaining  servants.  The  best  way,  in  my  opinion,  is  that 
of  manufacturing  them  at  home. 
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I  divide  the  Emigrants  I  receive  into  five  classes  : — 

1.  Lady-Helps.  This  includes  Missionaries,  Hospital  Nurses, 
etc.,  i.  e.  all  those  people  who  are  driven  out  of  Eng-land  by  the 
tremendous  surplus  of  women  in  the  middle  classes.  They  seek 
outlet  in  the  colonies;  they  seek  outlet  in  the  Mission  Field.  The 
leading  Missionary  Society  says  of  them — "the  amount  of  women 
workers  pressing  into  the  field  is  becoming  a  serious  embarrassment 
to  the  Society."  It  is  this  class  of  women  in  whom  I  am  primarily 
interested  and  1  feel  that  Canada  could  confer  no  greater  benefit 
on  England  than  by  finding  employment  for  them.  The  class  in 
question  is  often  rather  useless  in  practical  matters,  but  it  has 
capacity  for  learning  and  when  you  have  established  schools  of 
Domestic  Economy  in  this  country,  it  will  furnish  many  pupils. 

2.  The  well-trained  English  domestic.  In  my  four  years' 
experience,  I  cannot  remember  one  case  in  which  such  a  servant 
did  not  regret  her  emigration.  The  servant  who  has  been  in 
stylish  places  in  England  is  respectful,  but  lazy,  and  there  is  no 
opening  for  the  lazy  in  Canada. 

3.  The  partially  trained  respectable  domestic.  This  is  the 
class  we  are  anxious  to  find,  but  they  are  very  hard  to  get.  When 
Mrs.  Livingston  went  to  Scotland  two  years  ago  with  orders  to 
bring  out  one  hundred  of  these  girls,  and  with  every  Government 
Agent  to  help  her,  she  could  only  procure  fifty-nine.  She  said  o\\ 
her  return,  "  It  is  impossible  to  make  the  Manitoban  people  un- 
derstand how  hard  it  is  to  induce  girls  to  come." 

4.  The  doubtful  or  slattern  emigrant.  I  mean  by  doubtful  or 
slattern  emigration,  the  emigration  of  girls  of  rather  doubtful 
parentage,  who  have  been  brought  up  in  Homes  and  Orphanages. 
I  object  to  the  emigration  of  these  girls  unless  they  come  out  as 
little  girls  and  are  under  strict  supervision  for  the  first  few  years 
after  arrival.  The  doubtful  emigrant  usually  starts  well — she  is 
delighted  with  the  country,  delighted  with  her  mistress,  anxious  to 
please,  but  judging  her  by  the  standard  of  good  citizenship  I  say, 
that  in  the  end  she  is  no  credit  to  Canada.  We,  philanthropic 
emigrationists,  look  to  the  future  of  the  girls,  and  we  are  not  so 
anxious  to  provide  good  servants  as  good  mothers. 

I  will  here  branch  off"  to  say  we  have  received  in  this  Home  a 
certain  number  of  little  girls  of  eleven  and  twelve  years, — they 
form  a  most  satisfactory  feature  of  our  work  ;  we  place  them  out 
under  very  strict  supervision  ;  they  grow  up  in  the  country,  and 
so  far  as  we  can  judge  at  present  are  turning  out  verj^  well.  There 
is  not  the  scramble  for  them  on  arrival  that   there  is   for  the  older 
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servants,  and  for  this  reason  we  can  place  them  out  with  the 
greatest  care  and  thoughtfuhiess.  They  are  not  liable  to  the 
mania  for  going  West  which  is  apt  to  affect  our  older  immigrants. 
Kingsley  says,  "  the  desire  for  the  West  is  implanted  in  the  heart 
of  man,"  but  it  is  certainly  disappointing  to  us  in  Manitoba  to 
recognize  how  largely  our  immigrants  move  on. 

5.  Foreign  emigrants.  I  do  not  receive  any  very  large  num- 
ber of  these,  as  the  foreigners  for  the  most  part  emigrate  in  fami- 
lies. I  believe  in  foreign  immigration  and  I  believe  that  the  foreign 
servant  endures  the  hardness  and  monotony  of  a  Manitoban  farm 
much  more  contentedly  than  the  English  speaking  girl. 

I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  servant  question, 
apart  from  the  question  of  emigration.  Though  it  only  occupies  a 
secondary  place  in  my  interests,  I  am  daily  aware  that  the  ser- 
vant question,  as  such,  must  occupy  a  very  important  place  in  the 
minds  of  all  philanthropists.  Only  the  other  day,  one  of  my  clients, 
a  prosperous  farmer,  sold  out  for  Si 50. 00  because  his  wife  was 
sick  and  he  found  it  impossible  to  procure  a  servant.  This  is  a 
question  that  every  city  should  de»\  with  for  itself.  In  this  matter, 
I  think,  Toronto  and  Hamilton  are  better  situated  than  the  towns 
along^  the  main  line  of  the  C.  P.  R.  The  Ontario  cities,  as  a  rule, 
have  no  immigration,  and  they  do  not  therefore  look  to  immigra- 
tfonjila-xonvulsive  and  hopeless  way  to  solve  their  home  prob- 
lems. If  the  fondest  hopes  of  immigrationists  were  realized,  and 
we-  were  able  to  bring  out  two  hundred  more  girls  every  year,  this 
influx  would  in  no  way  meet  the  servant  difficulty.  The  girls 
rapidly  marry,  the  population  of  Canada  increases  very  fast,  and 
this  extra  influx  would  have  no  serious  bearing  on   the  question. 

Toronto  is  at  length  gradually  beginning  to  take  action  in  the 
matter,  and  has  established  its  own  School  of  Domestic  Economy. 
In  Winnipeg  nothing  is  being  done, — the  ladies  are  never  tired  of 
bemoaning  the  lack  of  domestics,  but  they  are  doing  nothing  prac- 
tical to  remedy  the  lack.  What  is  wanted  is  not  only  the  estab- 
lishment of  Schools  of  Domestic  Economy,  but  a  change  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  public  opinion  on  these  subjects.  The  tone  of  this 
city  is  commercial,  and  the  good  housewife  has  not  the  position 
she  ought  to  have.  When  I  came  out  to  this  country  four  years 
ago,  I  used  to  recommend  all  my  lady-helps  to  take  places  as  ser- 
vants. I  no  longer  see  my  way  to  doing  this.  There  are  prairie 
towns,  such  as  Boissevain,  where  a  well-educated  girl  may  take  a 
place  as  servant  and  not  lose  caste,  but  she  cannot  do  it,  except 
in  very  exceptional  cases,  in  Winnipeg.  It  seems  to  me,  as  an 
outsider,  that  as  this  city  does  not  owe  its  greatness  to  mining  or 
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manufacturing  industry,  but  to  the  blessing  which  rests  on  agri- 
cultural labour,  the  city  fathers  make  a  mistake  in  providing 
children  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  with  an  education  which 
makes  them  disinclined  for  manual  labour.  Bad  legislation  brings 
its  own  punishment,  and  the  wealth  of  Manitoba  is  passing  into 
the  hands  of  foreigners,  because  these  people  occupy  themselves 
with  those  manual  pursuits  which  bring  the  best  financial   return. 

Though  I  do  not  wish  to  bring  forward  schemes  for  establishing 
Schools  of  Domestic  Economy,  thinking  that  this  is  a  matter  which 
must  be  dealt  with  by  the  Canadians  themselves,  still  I  would 
like  to  point  your  attention  very  definitely  to  Miss  Livingstone,  the 
well  known  teacher  of  domestic  economy.  Miss  Livingstone  is 
now  in  England,  but  will  be  returning  to  her  own  country  next 
year,  and  on  her  return  is  quite  willing  to  manage  any  school  for 
the  teaching  of  domestic  science  and  agriculture  to  women,  which 
may  be  started.  I  cannot  think  that  a  more  suitable  agent  could 
be  found,  nor  one  who  would  attract  more  English  girls  to  come 
out  to  learn  under  her,  in  conjunction  with  their  Canadian  sisters, 
the  sciences  of  home  life. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say  how  I  consider  immigration 
work  best  managed.  Four  years'  experience  has  made  me  con- 
clude that  it  is  best  managed  by  a  small  and  very  efficient  Board, 
aided  by  a  thoroughly  executive  Corresponding  Secretary.  Many 
societies  in  this  country  are  managed  by  large  boards,  but  I 
consider  this  undesirable  in  immigration  work.  The  members  of 
a  large  board  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  master  all  the  technicalities 
of  immigration  work,  nor  will  they  meet  sufficiently  often.  They 
are  not  required  as  a  guarantee  of  respectability,  for  it  is  important 
that  the  Government  do  this.  Have,  therefore,  a  small  board,  call 
them  together  frequently,  but  in  cases  where  they  cannot  be  got 
together,  let  the  secretary  be  empowered  to  answer  letters.  The 
immigration  season  is  short  and  if  English  correspondents  remain 
waiting  for  an  answer,  the  season  will  come  and  go  with  nothing 
accomplished. 

Immigration  will  probably  never  be  a  popular  form  of  phil- 
anthropy in  this  country,  and  perhaps  this  is  as  well,  but  if  immi- 
grationists  make  up  their  minds  to  adopt  a  straightforward, 
onward  policy,  always  having  a  view  to  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  always  on  the  look  out  for  opportunities  for  applying 
eflfective  pressure  on  them,  though  not  exactly  popular,  they  will 
become  widely  respected  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

Mrs.  Skinner,  Vancouver,  was  asked  to  read  her  paper  on 
Immigration,  from  the  Western  point  of  view. 


Our  Place  of  Meetingr  at  St.  Andrew's  Lecture  Hall,  Victoria,  B.  C. 


Starting  for  a  Drive  round  Victoria,  Saturday,  July  28tti. 
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IMMIGRATION     FROM    A   WESTERN    POINT    OF    VIEW. 


I  regret  extremely  that  Mrs.  McKinnon  is  unable  to  be  present 
to-day,  as  the  subject  of  women's  Immig-ration  is  one  in  which  she 
is  deeply  interested.  Since  her  arrival  in  British  Columbia  she  has 
done  all  in  her  power  to  further  the  interest  of  the  United  British 
Women's  Emio-ration  Society  in  this  Province. 


't>' 


A  little  more  than  two  years  ago  a  small  committee  was  formed 
by  her  in  Vancouver  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  satisfy  the  great 
demand  for  domestic  servants,  and  the  ladies  connected  with  it 
worked  indefatigably  to  make  their  work  a  success.  During  the 
year  1898,  several  parties  of  girls  were  sent  out  by  the  U.  B.  E. 
Society,  under  the  charge  of  a  responsible  matron,  and  were  quick- 
ly engaged.  But,  with  a  few  exceptions,  these  first  arrivals  did  not 
prove  a  success.  Many  of  the  girls  were  wholly  untrained,  some 
having  worked  in  factories.  They,  however,  expressed  their  will- 
ingness to  learn,  and  their  month's  wages,  with  that  understand- 
ing, did  not  to  them  at  first  seem  small.  Many  ladies  were  willing 
to  teach  what  they  themselves  had  learned  under  difficulties,  and 
at  first  it  reallv  seemed  as  if  the  venture  would  be  a  success,  but 
ere  long  these  girls  found  out  from  others,  who  had  been  some 
time  in  the  country,  that  wages  were  very  much  higher,  and  some 
of  them  began  to  think  that  they  had  been  imposed  upon  when 
their  new  friends  informed  them  that  they  themselves  could  get 
much  more  if  the}'  tried.  They  therefore  left  the  places  found  for 
them,  proving  in  many  cases  as  unsatisfactory  to  their  new  em- 
ployers as  to  the  old.  Soon  many  of  them  drifted  away  from 
private  service  to  boarding  houses  and  hotels  ;  some  of  these  girls 
are  doing  well,  and  members  of  the  Society  still  show  a  kindly  in- 
terest in  them  ;  some  of  them  belong  to  the  Scotch  and  English 
branches  of  the  Girls'  Friendly  Society.  Here  again  they  are  helped 
by  their  associates,  whose  duty  it  is  to  s.ee  them  from  time  to  time. 

A  thoroughly  trained  general  servant  can,  it  is  true,  get  high 
wages,  but  usually  a  good  deal  of  work  is  required  in  return,  and 
one  woman  cannot  do  as  much  as  one  Chinaman,  who  may  be 
dismissed  at  any  time  without  responsibility.  Also  the  fact  that 
people  have  Chinese  and  Japanese  help  to  fall  back  upon  makes 
them  more  independent  and  difficult  to  please.  Good  domestic 
servants  are  becoming  more  rare,  and  they  can  always  in  the  old 
land  secure  good  places,  so  that  taking  everything  into  considera- 
tion, the  cost  of  the  journey,  &c. ,  few  of  this  class  can  be  induced 
to  emigrate.      There  is  a  certain  demand  for  girls  to  act  as  clerks 
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in  Stores,  some  typewriters  and  stenographers,  but  it  is  limited  ; 
and  althoug-h  the  latter  are  able  to  earn  fair  salaries,  the  former 
are  often  very  poorly  paid,  but  a  great  many  girls  who  would  be 
better  off  as  nurse  or  house-maid  prefer  to  work  in  shops  ;  first, 
because  they  have  more  freedom,  and  secondly,  because  it  is  to 
them  a  step  upward  in  the  social  scale.  I  have  known  girls  leave 
good  homes  where  they  were  comfortably  settled,  receiving  higher 
wages,  to  take  positions  in  stores,  where  for  them  began  at  once 
a  hand  to  mouth  struggle  for  existence, — to  pay  for  room,  meals, 
also  to  be  always  neatly  clothed  at  from  perhaps  twenty-five  or 
thirty  dollars  a  month. 

There  is  a  great  demand  for  nursemaids.  A  young  and 
inexperienced  girl  can  earn  from  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  a  month. 
There  are  a  few,  very  few  places  in  Vancouver  where  twenty  dollars 
are  given,  but  the  nurse  must  be  experienced.  There  are,  how- 
ever, cases  where  too  much  is  expected  from  one  nurse-maid.  I 
knew  a  young  girl  sent  out  from  England,  gentle  and  refined  and 
not  very  strong.  She  rashly  took  a  situation  where  there  were 
many  small  children,  one  of  them  a  baby.  This  child  was  her 
charge  night  and  day,  besides  all  the  others.  Possibly  she  was 
not  a  very  good  manager,  but  she  pathetically  told  me  "  The  work 
is  never  done  and  I  am  always  tired."  I  did  not  tell  her  that  her 
mistress  in  speaking  of  her  had  said  "  O  yes,  she  does  fairly 
well,  but  she  never  seems  to  have  time  to  do  the  mending.  My 
other  nurse  made  many  of  the  children's  clothes  as  well  as  keeping 
them  in  repair.  A  nurse  ought  to  do  the  household  mending  as 
well,  do  you  not  think  so  ?  "  Although  there  may  be  difficult  places, 
there  are  many  where  the  work  is  easy, — one  or  two  children  and 
a  little  light  house-work,  and  more  often  than  not  it  is  their  own 
fault  if  they  do  not  succeed. 

A  scheme  of  Mrs.  McKinnon's  and  of  some  of  the  ladies  of  the 
United  British  Emigration  Society  was  to  bring  out  to  Vancouver 
young  gentlewomen  thoroughly  trained  in  all  branches  of  house- 
keeping. There  are  young  girls  at  home  compelled  often  by  family 
losses  and  reverses  to  make  a  living  for  themselves.  Many, 
although  having  received  all  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, 
are  not  adapted  for  teaching.  Some  have  not  the  ability, — and, 
alas,  there  are  so  many — so  very  many. 

A  great  number  of  young  ladies  have  therefore  gone  through 
a  course  of  training  in  every  branch  of  domestic  work  intending  to 
emigrate  when  their  opportunity  should  come.  Their  idea  is  that  in 
the  colonies  it  would  be  possible  to  do  things  which  would  cause 
their  friends  and  themselves  much  discomfort  if  done  in   England  ; 
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that  they  could,  in  fact,  do  abroad  work  which  is  considered  menial 
without  losing  caste.  I  have  always  seen  grave  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  such  a  scheme,  and  in  a  letter  which  I  received  from  Mrs. 
McKinnon  yesterday,  she  says  that  after  some  years  spent  in 
British  Columbia  with  the  greater  knowledge  thus  gained  of  people 
and  places,  she  thinks  them  to  be  at  present  insurmountable.  I 
do  not  think  this  is  as  it  should  be,  and  yet  I  do  not  quite  see  how 
the  difficulties  can  be  removed. 

In  the  British  Islands,  when  this  terrible  war  is  over,  the  num- 
ber of  women  and  girls,  many  of  gentle  birth,  thrown  on  their  own 
resources,  will  be  greater  than  at  present.  It  is  a  pity,  is  it  not, 
that  in  this  beautiful  land  where  there  is  room  and  to  spare  for  all, 
we  who  have  weathered  so  many  changes  ourselves  should  not  be 
able  to  lend  the  helping  hand  of  comradeship  to  our  less  fortunate 
sisters  across  the  ocean.  Shall  we  not  find  a  way  yet  to  be  able 
to  do  so  ? 

Another  emigration  scheme  in  prospective  is  that  a  working 
ladies'  club  be  formed  :  a  number  of  young  women  living  together 
and  taking  all  kinds  of  employment  by  the  day,  returning  home 
at  night  to  comfortable  rooms,  well  supplied  with  books,  where 
they  could  rest.  Some  were  to  sew,  others  go  out  to  cook,  and 
some  take  care  of  children.  vSome  members,  possessing  small 
annuities  were  to  be  helped  in  this  way.  This  scheme  as  well  as 
the  others  may  yet  materialize. 

The  work  of  the  United  British  Emigration  Society  in  Van- 
couver is  now  managed  by  a  Committee  of  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  and  the  Labour  Bureau  connected  with  the 
Institution  finds  for  them  suitable  employment.  I  have  found  my 
knowledge  of  British  Columbia  and  of  all  the  towns  in  the  upper 
country  of  inestimable  value  to  me  in  this  work  and,  through  per- 
sistent advertising,  the  Labour  Bureau  is  now  very  well  known. 
One  or  two  of  the  ladies  meet  the  girls  upon  their  arrival  in  Van- 
couver. Rooms  are  prepared  for  them  at  the  Association  and  we 
have  been  able  to  send  many  girls  to  situations  in  other  places 
where  they  are  doing  well  and  some  are  in  homes  of  their  own. 
We  get  many  applications  from  far  and  wide  for  governesses, 
mother's  helps  and  housekeepers.  In  sending  young  girls  to  new 
places,  we  always  insist  upon  references,  should  the  party  not  be 
well  known. 

I  endeavour  as  far  as  possible  to  keep  up  a  correspondence 
with  the  girls  and  encourage  them  to  write  to  me.  It  is  very  little 
trouble   and    the   help  and  comfort  to  them  is  inestimable.      They 


Il6  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

are  separated  by  breadth  of  continent  and  ocean  from  all  they  love; 
every  place  is  new  and  every  face  is  strange,  and  loneliness  is  hard 
to  bear.  I  sometimes  think  that  the  greatest  thing  in  the  world  is 
loving  sympathy.  We  have  seen  it  overcome  difficulties  and  help 
us  to  understand  many  strange  natures. 

There  is  room  and  to  spare  for  every  variety  of  women's 
labour  in  British  Columbia,  but  so  much  depends  on  the  individual 
worker.  A  great  deal  of  help  is  given  to  those  who  are  anxious 
and  willing  to  work,  and  with  steady  perseverance  they  will  succeed 
where  others  fail. 

I  will  relate  a  little  incident  which  happened  some  time  ago  : 
A  young  girl  wrote  to  me  from  across  the  line  asking  me  about  her 
chances  for  work  in  Vancouver.  She  had  taught  a  public  school 
in  the  States,  worked  in  a  lawyer's  office  and  also  understood 
stenography.  I  wrote,  in  answer,  that  I  could  not  take  the 
responsibility  of  advising  her  to  come,  but  that  if  she  did  she  would 
find  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  comfortable  and  the  board  reasonable,  also 
that  I  would  assist  her  to  the  best  ot  my  ability.  She  came  ;  I 
introduced  her  to  the  Inspector  of  Schools  and  asked  two  young 
stenographers  whom  I  knew  to  call  on  her.  For  a  few  days  I  did 
not  see  her.  Then  she  came  to  tell  me  that  she  had  not  anything 
yet,  but  had  gone  into  one  of  the  leading  stores  to  sell  hats  where 
an  extra  hand  was  wanted,  and  she  added  brightly  "  though  it  is 
not  much,  it  pays  for  my  board  at  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  until  something 
better  turns  up."  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  hear  that  in  another 
week  she  had  a  good  position  as  stenographer  and  that  in  a  few- 
weeks  they  had  offered  her  more  salary.  If  all  who  came  to  us 
were  as  capable  and  self  reliant  as  this  young  lady,  our  work  in  an 
Employment  Bureau  would  be  indeed  easy. 

Some  have  come  to  us  to  find  them  suitable  situations.  They 
are  most  anxious  to  impress  us  first  with  the  fact  that  they  are 
ladies,  have  never  had  to  do  anything  for  themselves  before,  and 
we  find  ourselves  wondering  if  they  will  be  able  to  do  anything  for 
anybody  else. 

In  one  of  the  leading  American  magazines  for  last  month,  I 
saw  a  very  interesting  article  entitled  "  A  Bureau  of  Everything." 
A  bright  and  clever  woman  had  opened  an  office  in  one  of  the  large 
towns  of  the  United  States.  She  called  her  work,  which  was  cer- 
tainly varied,  "A  Bureau  of  Social  Requirements."  Writing  of 
those  who  came  to  her  seeking  employment  she  says  "  A  very 
large  number  of  those  who  came  to  consult  me  seemed  to  be  alto- 
gether at  sea  as  to  the  kind  of  goods  they  have  to  offer  in  exchange 
for   the   generous   salaries    which  they  are  very  sure  they  deserve. 
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They  will  be  'companion,'  but  they  have  few  or  none  of  a  com- 
panion's requirements.  They  can  play  on  the  piano  ;  they  can 
paint  on  velvet,  or  china,  or  leather.  They  can  speak  Ollendorf's 
French  with  an  accent  that  would  stop  the  chimes  of  Notre  Dame, 
but  they  would  not  be  willing  to  do  anything  menial,  under  which 
head  they  include  anything  useful,  from  making  a  mustard  plaster 
to  feeding  a  canary.  They  must  have  the  use  of  the  front  door  for 
themselves,  must  receive  their  friends  in  the  drawing-room,  must 
take  their  meals  with  the  family,  and,  in  general,  make  of  them- 
selves such  intolerable  nuisances  that  no  family  on  earth  would  put 
up  with  them  and  for  this  sort  of  service,  they  would  accept  a  most 
generous  stipend."  Then  there  are  the  would-be  housekeepers  ; — 
many  women  overlook  entirely  that  this  is  a  science  and  a  very 
complicated  one  at  that.  "  I  always  advise  my  clients,"  she  adds, 
"  when  the  opportunity  offers  of  connecting  themselves  with 
a  desirable  family,  to  let  the  salary  be  a  secondary  matter,  to  take 
what  is  offered  and  to  rely  upon  making  themselves  so  indispens- 
able that  an  increase  of  salary  will  follow  as  a  matter  of  course." 
If  our  governesses,  housekeepers  and  maids  have  responsibilities, 
how  much  more  have  we  ?  "  For  unto  whom  much  is  given  of 
them  will  much  be  required." 

Pluck  and  endurance  are  not  given  to  every  one,  and  it  is  our 
privilege  as  well  as  our  duty  to  help  the  weaker  ones.  If  we  can- 
not do  this  with  kindness  and  gentleness  and  also  never  ending 
patience,  it  would  be  better  and  wiser  to  leave  Immigration  matters 
to  those  who  are  able  to  do  both. 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  His  Lordship,  who  said  : — 

I  have  noticed  very  often  at  meetings,  the  Chairman  gets  up 
and  says, — "Now  the  question  is  open  to  discussion,"  and  then 
comes  an  awful  pause  ;  now  I  am  not  going  to  do  that,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  pause  will  come. 

The  sting  of  the  last  paper  was  in  its  tail  and  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I,  who  hold  a  brief  for  domestic  servants,  and  always  will 
and  always  shall  have  need  of  them,  dread  to  think  of  what  my 
condition  would  be  in  the  morning  if  I  came  down  and  found  my 
room  as  I  had  left  it  the  night  before.  It  is  too*  awful  for  me  to 
think  about.  You  will  see  that  the  writer  of  the  last  paper  stated 
that  it  is  the  mistresses  who  have  an  enormous  share  of  the  respon- 
sibility. We  have  a  beautiful  land  ;  very  well,  it  will  want  beauti- 
ful mistresses  just  as  much  as  it  will  want  beautiful  servants.  I 
have  heard  of  a  certain  lady  who  was  speaking  to  a  gentleman 
friend  of  mine  of  the  requirements  ^of  a  servant  in  her  house  and 


I  I  8  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

described  a  really,  truly,  perfect  woman  and  told  my  friend  if  he 
ever  heard  of  or  came  across  such  a  person  to  send  her  to  her 
house.  My  friend,  who  was  a  bachelor,  said,  — "  If  ever  I  come 
across  such  a  person  as  that,  I  shall  marry  her."  That  is  just  the 
feeling-  we  have  when  we  have  such  an  extreme!}'  high  standard 
put  before  us.  I  remember  the  time  when  the  relations  between 
master  and  mistress  and  the  servants  were  very  different  from 
what  they  are  to-day  ;  some  of  them  still  remain.  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  there  are  some  of  us  who  still  have,  amongst 
our  best  friends,  those  who  were  servants  of  ours  in  days  g^one  by. 
Times  have  altered  and  changed  and  mistresses  will  have  to  learn 
to  treat  their  servants  in  a  different  way  from  which  they  were 
treated  long  ago,  and  if  they  will  do  this  a  great  many  difficulties 
will  disappear.  If  you  think  for  a  moment  that  you  can  tell  your 
servant  to-day  that  she  is  to  dress  in  this  particular  way,  or  shape 
or  form  ;  that  she  is  not  under  any  circumstances  to  have  a  single 
moment  to  herself,  you  will  find  that  you  and  your  servant  will  fall 
out.  If  you  will  learn  to  treat  them  in  the  way  which,  I  think  is 
far  better,  by  thinking  about  them,  feeling  for  them,  showing  them 
something  of  this  feeling  of  sympathy,  you  will  find  that  the  dif- 
ficulties of  domestic  service,  instead  of  growing  greater  and 
greater,  will  become  less  and  less.  The  moderate  way  will  be  the 
right  and  proper  way  to  deal  with  this  question. 

Now  if  any  lady,  or  any  gentleman  amongst  the  few  who  are 
here  to-night,  will  draw  attention  to  any  particular  point  in  these 
papers,  or  will  say  something  that  has  been  left  out,  we  shall  be 
extremely  obliged. 

t 

Miss  FitzGibbon  : — There  are  many  things  I  would  like  to 
answer  in  the  papers,  but  there  is  one  thing  the  Chairman  has  not 
calculated  upon  and  that  is,  that  when  three  papers  are  read  we 
are  apt  to  get  them  confused.  We  might  hammer  out  the  first 
paper,  if  allowed  to  take  it  at  once,  but  when  two  or  three  are 
read  it  is  a  great  deal  for  us  to  remember,  unless  we  have  taken 
particular  note  of  them,  which  I  am  afraid  we  have  not  done. 

I  have  always  been  greatly  interested  in  the  immigration  of 
English  girls  to  Canada,  simply  because  I,  perhaps,  was  one  of 
the  first  to  come  out  to  the  Western  prairies,  or  to  what  my  friends 
called  'going  from  civilization  to  barbarism.'  When  visiting  in 
London,  I  was  sometimes  asked  to  speak  to  the  women  at  parish 
meetings,  because  they  felt  that,  while  the  men  were  anxious  to 
go  to  earn  a  living  on  the  prairies,  the  women  were  afraid.  They 
knew  nothing  of  Canada,  and  did  not  know  how  to  do  the  work. 
The  remedy  for  this  is,  for  us  to  bring  that  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
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Government,  (which  one  of  the  writers  seems  to  know  the  secret 

of,  but  which  we  have  never  been  able  to  find  out),   to  institute  a 

scheme  for  the  immigration  of  suitable  women  to  Canada,   by  the 

establishment    of   a    school    in    London,    or    some    other   part    of 

Eng-land,  and  there   teach   them    something   of  what  the  work  in 

Canada  is  ;   but,  instead  of  employing  (with  all  due  respect  to  the 

Immigration    Agents    who    have    that     position    in    Canada)    Old 

Country  people  to  teach  them,  why  not  employ    a    Canadian    who 

knows  something  of  the  requirements  ?      I  have  had  conversations 

with  ladies  in   England  who   are   interested   in   the    "servant-girl 

question",  and  have  pressed  this  idea  upon  them,  but  it  was  always 

the  same  story, — the  lack  of  money   to   do    it,  and   then  they  say  : 

"  If  we  have  good,  capable  women  here  to  learn  what  you  suggest, 

we  have  need  for  them  at  home."    The  best  way  to  do,  if  possible, 

is  to  teach  our  own  girls  to  be  servants. 

I  belong  to  a  family  who  have  had  servants  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave — servants  from  one  family,  one  after  the  other,  and  we 
never  found  that  we  had  any  difficulties  with  them  ;  and  I  feel 
sure  it  was  not  by  treating  them  in  too  social  a  way,  but  simply 
as  human  beings  ;  in  recognizing  the  value  of  their  work,  yet 
not  putting  them  out  of  their  place. 

A  girl  in  England,  who  has  been  educated  for  a  servant  and 
has  been  in  service  the  greater  part  of  her  life,  and  probably  her 
mother  and  grandmother  before  her,  and  has  always  been  ac- 
customed to  live  in  England,  where  the  mistresses  do  not  come 
into  the  kitchen,  nor  do  any  work,  and  then  comes  to  Canada 
where  her  mistress  comes  into  the  kitchen  and  does  those  things 
which  she  was  accustomed  to  do  while  having  a  Canadian  servant, 
that  mistress  goes  down  immensely  in  the  opinion  of  the  English 
servant.  She  says,  "My  mistress  in  England  would  not  soil  her 
hands  by  meddling  with  my  work."  I  speak  from  positive  exper- 
ience. I  have  lived  both  in  England  and  Canada  and  I  know 
exactly  the  feelings  of  both.  A  Canadian  girl,  if  her  mistress 
goes  into  the  kitchen  and  helps  and  shows  her  how  to  do  the 
work,  rather  admires  her  because  she  knows  better  than  she  does 
herself.  It  is  the  difference  of  education  and  environment  that 
makes  them  look  at  the  same  thing  from  a  different  point  of  view. 
There  are  no  people  in  the  world  who  are  better  looked  after  than 
the  servants  in  a  good  house  in  England.  They  would  never 
think  of  being  familiar  or  forward  or  doing  anything  that  is  not 
perfectly  polite  and  they  know  they  will  be  looked  after  and  cared 
for.  The  trouble,  I  think,  in  Canada  arises  from  the  constant 
changing  of  servants.  I  think  it  is  no  fault  of  either  mistress  or 
servant  in  Canada  that  this  state  of  affairs  exists,  but  it  is  from 
the  fact  that  we  are  a  new  country. 


I20  NATIONAL    COUNCIL    OF 

Lady  Taylor  : — Miss  FitzGibbon  spoke  of  the  establishment 
of  some  institution  in  Eng^land.  If  Government  aid  could  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  question  at  all,  I  think  it  might  properly 
be  used  on  this  side.  In  Winnipeg,  where  I  have  lived  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  majority  of  servants  are  Icelanders,  and  if 
there  was  any  home  or  training  place  at  all  to  put  these  girls  into 
when  they  reach  Canada,  they  would  make  excellent  servants, — 
honest,  cleanly,  obedient,  and  respectable,  and  very  good  workers. 
When  they  come  here  first,  they  cannot  speak  a  word  of  English, 
have  nothing,  and  must  earn  their  living  at  once,  and  thus  they 
often  drift  into  hotels,  and  such  places,  to  wash  dishes,  and  learn 
a  great  deal  more  than  is  for  their  good  ;  and  afterwards  get  into 
private  houses  and  have  to  unlearn  a  great  deal  ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  they  make  very  good  servants. 

Miss  Bowes  : — I  should  like  to  say  a  word  on  this  very  vital 
question.  It  appears  to  me  that  a  nation  is  very  defective  if  it 
lacks  material  for  servant  girls.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important 
lines  of  work.  Now  if  Canada  is  to  be  supplied  with  this  class  of 
workers  by  the  Old  Country  people,  or  by  the  Icelanders,  or  those 
from  Sweden,  then,  what  about  our  girls  of  Canada?  Are  they 
all  above  house-work  ?  are  they  all  so  capable  of  what  is  consider- 
ed a  higher  class  of  work  that  they  cannot  come  down  to  do  the 
work  that  is  so  essential?  Of  all  lines  of  work,  I  cannot  think  of 
anything  more  essential  to  the  comfort  of  a  community  than  good 
house  helpers.  If  they  are  needed  at  all,  then  let  us  have  our 
Canadian  girls  trained  to  this  kind  of  work  to  fill  these  positions 
and  to  fill  them   nobly. 

I  think  our  worthy  Chairman  has  touched  upon  a  very  vital 
point  when  he  said  the  mistress  must  make  the  work  honourable. 
The  highest  lady  of  position  in  Canada  can  go  into  her  own 
kitchen,  do  her  own  work,  and  never  lose  an  iota  of  value,  never 
descend  in  the  social  scale  the  breadth  of  a  hair  by  so  doing. 
Why  should  not  one  who  is  competent  go  into  the 
kitclien  and  still  remain  au  honourable  member  of  the  community  ? 
The  whole  matter  hinges,  as  I  see  it,  upon  the  mistress,  upon 
society  in  general,  looking  upon  the  work  as  respectable  and  hon- 
ourable, and  until  that  point  is  gained  in  Canada  we  will  not  be 
the  nation  we  ought  to  be.  If  our  Canadian  girls  are  not  trained 
to  become  useful  servants  then,  I  think,  Canada  is  going  to  lose 
materially  in  the  long  run,  and  those  who  are  imported  will  take 
the  whole  of  our  country  and  will  be  the  rulers  bye-and-bye,  and 
our  nation  will  step  down.  I  should  like  to  see  that  line  of  work 
made  just  as  honourable  as  it  can  be,  and  the  faithful  servant  looked 
upon  as  part  of  the  household,  and  without  stepping  out  of  her 
place,  she  will  be  encouraged  by  the  interest  taken  in  her. 
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Miss  Murray  : — I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words.  One  of 
the  difficulties  of  domestic  service  arises  from  our  want  of  popula- 
tion. We  have  only  five  millions  of  people,  while  the  Americans 
beside  us  have  fifty.  With  regard  to  a  reference  made  this  evening 
to  the  immig-ration  of  young  children,  I  should  like  to  say  that  this 
is  a  fad  of  mine.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  it  and  there  is 
a  great  feeling  of  opposition  to  it.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  heredity,  but  take  a  child  away  from  bad  surroundings,  and 
that  child  may  prove  as  good  and  noble  as  one  who  is  of  better 
birth.  I  know  of  an  Orphan  Asylum,  where  a  child  of  three  years 
was  brought  in.  The  poor  little  thing  used  the  most  awtul 
language,  which  it  hardly  understood.  The  matron  was  told  not 
to  correct  it,  because  that  would  fix  it  in  the  child's  memory.  She 
did  not  do  so,  and  in  two  or  three  weeks  the  child  never  repeated 
a  bad  word — never  hearing  such  language,  it  had  entirely  faded 
from  its  memory.  If  something  could  be  done  for  these  children, 
either  in  private  families  or  in  schools  or  establishments,  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  might  be  one  solution  of  our  domestic  service  ques- 
tion. I  know  there  is  a  prejudice  against  it,  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  then  when  these  children  come  to  us,  pale  and  hollow- 
eyed,  and  almost  repulsive,  we  must  not  forget  that  they  have  the 
sign  of  Holy  Baptism,  and  that  we,  as  Christians,  have  to  do  our 
duty  to  them.  If  we  train  them  up  and  make  them  good  and 
faithful  citizens,  that  might  be  one  of  the  solutions  of  this  difficult 
question. 

Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings  was  asked  to  read  Mrs.  O'Beirne's 
paper  on  "  Village  Settlements." 

Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings  : — Before  beginning,    I   should 
like  to  make  a  few   remarks.      The   writer   of  this   paper  is   Mrs.  (^ 

O'Beirne,  of  Toronto,  who  was  a  Miss  Lundy,  of  Lundy's  Lane  (a 
name  with  which  we  are  all  familiar).  Mrs.  O'Beirne  has  lived  a 
a  good  while  in  the  North- West  herself,  and  has  also  been  in  the 
old  country  in  some  official  position  in  connection  with  Immigra- 
tion. The  scheme  outlined  in  her  paper  has  been  endorsed  very 
heartily  by  the  Premier  of  Ontario,  by  Dr.  Parkin,  and  others. 
One  thing  that  led  Mrs.  O'Beirne  to  evolve  a  scheme  of  the  kind 
mentioned  in  her  paper  was  the  isolation  of  many  of  the  women 
immigrants  who  have  recently  come  to  the  North-West,  and  her 
great  desire  was  to  attract  to  the  country  a  class  of  educated  im- 
migrants who  could  bring  their  wives  and  daughters  without  their 
being  compelled  to  suffer  what  she  knows  others  have  suffered 
already. 
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VILLAGE  SETTLEMENTS. 


C 


Can  a  form  of  Village  Settlement  be  adapted  to  Anglo-Saxon 
requirements  ?  It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  the  future  of 
Canada  depends  on  receiving  an  affirmative  reply.  Isolated  set- 
tlement entails  so  much  suffering,  so  many  deprivations,  that  it  is 
often  said  that  our  fertile  north  lands  must  be  settled  only  by  those 
inured  to  hardship  and  accustomed  to  village  settlement,  but  of  a 
form  entirely  un-British.      It  is  to  be  hoped  that   this  is  a  mistake. 

The  suggestions  I  desire  to  make  are  very  simple — the  land, 
having  been  divided  into  suitable  sized  blocks,  ten  or  twelve  miles 
square  for  prairie,  less  for  wooded  land,  to  be  settled  in  this  way  : 
the  Government  to  assist  the  settlers  applying  in  organizing  into  a 
Joint  Stock  Association,  an  extension  of  the  present  creamery  and 
ranching  plan  to  grain  growing  and  other  large  operations.  A 
charter  to  be  granted  at  low  cost  and  a  provisional  directorate 
chosen,  and  a  manager  appointed, — a  very  carefull_y  selected  man- 
ager,—  for  he  must  have  large  powers  and  responsibilities,  and  must 
be  a  man  of  judgment  and  tact  as  well  as  knowledge  ;  stock  books  to 
be  opened  for  the  subscription  of  stock,  a  minimum  being  required 
of  and  a  maximum  being  allowed  to  each  associate  settler  ;  the  man- 
ager to  proceed  to  the  property  and  lay  out  a  village  as  near  the 
centre  of  the  tract  as  may  be  desirable,  consisting  of  home  lots  of 
2  or  2I2  acres  for  each  associate,  arranged  around  a  block  of  300 
or  400  acres  acquired  by  and  to  remain  association  property,  on 
which  to  place  public  or  association  buildings,  and  which  will  pro- 
vide building  sites  for  more  homes  when  needed  ;  the  association 
to  be  made  up  of  the  usual  people  now  found  in  an  agricultural 
township,  in  the  neighborhood  of  200  to  300  families,  and  some  of 
them  to  be  mechanics,  indeed,  almost  every  trade  and  profession 
might  be  represented,  each  to  be  carefully  chosen  and  most  of  them 
to  undertake  to  spend  part  of  his  or  her  time  in  the  performance 
of  duties  for  the  association  at  an  arranged  for  remuneration  (please 
■^  notice  that  nothing  communal  is  being  advocated).  The  industri- 
ous and  thrifty  will  not  support  the  idle,  but  each  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  work  for  his  neighbour,  or  his  associated  neighbour, 
that  is,  and  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  at  whatever  work  he  is 
best  fitted  for,  and  be  paid  for  it.  He  would  be  in  exactly  the 
same  position  as  a  bank  or  railway  employ^  holding  shares  in  the 
corporation  which  he  served,  (please  note  carefully  that  this  plan 
will  make  it  easily  possible  for  women  to  hold  and  improve  home- 
steads); the  home  lot  to  be  sold  at  Government  price  to  the  settler, 
and  deeded,  the  deeds,  of  course,  having  restrictive  clauses.      This 
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lot  would  satisfy  the  home  hunger  and  foster  individuality,  and 
furnish  the  associate  and  his  family  with  as  much  hand  labour  as 
will  be  found  profitable,  on  his  garden  and  root  crops,  and  each 
would  have  his  own  stable  and  milch  cows,  and  poultry,  and  all 
other  stock  not  requiring  daily  individual  care  ;  and  all  but  hand 
tools  to  be  owned  and  cared  for  by  the  association,  the  value  being 
represented  by  shares  of  association  stock  ; 

In  other  words,  I  am  advocating  the  adoption  or  extension  of 
the  plan  found  necessary  and  successful  in  commerce  and  manu- 
facturing. Intelligent,  efficient  and  economical  work  will  tell  in 
agriculture,  as  it  has  in  the  other  great  branches  of  industry.  This 
method  will  appeal  to  the  best  and  brightest  ;  the  grinding  round 
of  ineffective  work  is  one  of  the  three  or  four  most  potent  factors 
in  attracting  people  from  country  to  city,  another  being  social  and 
mental  starvation.  It  is  not  the  work  that  is  disliked  on  the  farm, 
but  the  grind  and  the  drudgery.  Such  a  village  settlement  would 
remedy  all  this.  Among  the  great  advantages  would  be  the  early 
introduction  of  schools,  the  nearness  of  a  resident  physician,  the 
establishment  of  a  water  supply  system  for  house  and  stable,  and 
fire  protection  Given  companionship  with  one's  fellows  and  with 
books,  a  fair  return  for  his  capital  and  labour,  and  the  command 
of  facilities  for  personal  care  that  self  respect  demands,  a  large 
proportion  of  men,  and  women  too,  would  prefer  country  to  urban 
life  and  pursuits. 

"With  skill  that  spares  their  toiling  hands 

And  cheerie  aid  that  science  brings, 
Reclaim  the  waste  and  widespread  lands, 

And  reign  thereon  as  kings." 

In  a  tract  ten  miles  square  there  would  be  64,000  acres,  and 
we  have  mentioned  only  800  or  900  acres.  The  remaining  land 
would  give  the  200  families  (or  288  families,  if  twelve  miles  square 
were  chosen  for  the  settlement),  homesteads  of  160  acres  each, 
and  nearly  as  much  to  be  purchased  by  each.  Each  homestead 
would  thus  represent  a  certain  fraction  of  the  whole.  The  pur- 
chased land  would  be  represented  by  a  similar  fraction,  which 
could  be  sold,  or  willed,  or  taxed  as  readily  as  if  it  were  surrounded 
by  fences  and  roads  of  its  own.  But  for  the  purpose  of  reaching 
a  desired  result  most  effectively,  it  is  proposed  that  this  land  shall, 
at  any  rate  until  such  time  as  the  Government  dues  are  fulfilled 
and  payments  are  completed,  be  held  and  farmed  by  the  Associa- 
tion instead  of  the  individual,  the  land  contiguous  to  the  village 
being  used  for  grain  and  hay  fields  and  pasture  for  cows  in  milk, 
and  horses,  and  the  outlying  land  for  grazing.  In  the  charter 
should  be  embodied  a  plan  by  which  the  land  could  be  divided  into 
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separate  holding-s  at  some  fixed  time,  if  the  associates  wished  it. 
There  are  several  ways  in  which  it  could  be  done  fairly,  but  time 
does  not  permit  their  discussion. 

One  has  heard  of  a  Hig-hland  laird  who,  journeying-  with  his 
servant  in  very  cold  weather,  came  to  an  inn,  where  he  saw  for  the 
first  time  in  the  only  room  to  be  secured,  a  bed  with  a  tester.  The 
laird,  as  befitted  one  of  high  degree,  made  himself  as  comfortable 
as  possible  on  the  tester  and  John  occupied  the  lower  station.  In 
the  night  the  laird  said,  "  How  are  you  coming  on,  John  ?" 
"  Fine  and  warm*"  "  I  would  change  with  you,  John,  if  it  was 
not  for  the  dignity  of  it."  The  dignity  of  being  able  to  point  to 
one's  land  as  lying  within  especial  metes  and  bounds  would  scarcely 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  the  great  advantages  of  associated 
effort.  For  village  settlement  makes  associated  farming  and  allied 
industries  practicable,  and  associated  farming  and  allied  industries 
make  village  settlement  practicable.  They  are  interdependent. 
All  the  rest  is  a  mere  matter  of  organization  and  entirely  practic- 
able detail. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  this  plan  will  not  at  first  appeal  to  the 
average  farmer  and  farmer's  son,  who  have  not  been  brought  into 
such  close  contact  with  co-operation  and  organization  as  to  be  able 
to  estimate  their  benefits,  but  need  we  ask  only  farmers  and  far- 
mers' sons  to  occupy  our  land  ?  Not  under  this  system.  Given  a 
manager  with  knowledge  and  judgment  sufficient  for  successful 
farming  and  organizing  power  and  tact  sufficient  to  manage  suc- 
cessfully, anyone  with  average  strength  and  aptitude  can  drive  a 
machine  and  care  for  cattle  ;  judgment  and  experience  will  come 
later. 

If  we  of  older  Canada  look  around,  we  see  how  many  of  our 
successful  men  and  women  had  as  ancestors  the  upper  middle  class 
from  the  Old  Country,— army,  navy  and  church  men,  and  men  of 
other  learned  professions  and  smaller  landed  proprietors — that 
class  having  for  the  most  part  the  habits  of  '*  high  thinking  and 
plain  living,"  and  a  broad  patriotism  and  imperialism  would  sug- 
gest our  securing  as  many  as  possible  of  these  to  come  to  us,  al- 
ways provided  that  they  are  likely  to  become  successful  settlers, 
and  may  they  not  under  this  system  ?  Some  of  these  have  come 
and  have  not  succeeded,  but  even  if  there  have  been  failures,  does 
not  fairmindedness  indicate  that  failure  has  greatly  been  the  result 
of  two  causes — total  ignorance  of  our  country  and  the  work  under- 
taken, and  credulity  resulting  in  loss  of  capital.  Both  of  these 
conditions  are  met  by  this  system.  Our  wide,  free  life,  has  always 
appealed  to  these  young  men.  British  civilization  and  power  would 
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never  have  been  what  it  is  without  the  colonizing  power  of  this 
class.  We  can  invite  these  men  to  make  homes  here  in  village 
settlements,  but  it  is  cruel  to  ask  them  to  bring  wives  and  sisters 
to  widely  scattered  homes.  There  are  thousands  of  these  men 
3'early  looking  for  openings  for  themselves  who  have  a  small  or 
moderate  capital  to  invest,  and  many  of  them  have  told  me  that 
Canada,  settled  on  this  plan,  would  be  their  first  choice. 

Some  of  the  wastes  of  individual  settlement  that  may  be  saved 
by  Village  Settlement: — 

Roads — Good  village  streets  and  farm  lanes — these  are  all  that 
would  be  required. 

Fences — To  fence  a  square  field  of  forty  acres  requires  one 
mile  of  fencing  which  costs  on  an  average  $2.00  or  $5.00  an  acre, 
added  to  cost  of  the  field.  To  divide  into  ten  acre  fields  requires 
another  mile,  thus  making  $1.00  added  cost  an  acre.  If  herding 
is  decided  on,  no  fencing  but  that  around  home  lots  would  be 
required,  or  if  pastures  were  enclosed,  it  would  be  in  such  large 
fields  that  the  cost  would  amount  to  only  a  few  cents  an  acre. 

Implements — Under  the  present  system  if  a  farmer  has  only 
twenty-five  acres  of  grain  he  must  have  enough  implements  to  do 
the  work  of  from  250  acres  up.  Not  only  in  first  outlay  would 
there  be  a  saving,  but  in  expenses  of  care  and  repair,  for  a  general 
implement  shed  in  charge  of  one  of  the  settlers,  who  would  keep 
them  in  repair,  would  effect  an  enormous  saving. 

In  taking  milk  to  creamery. 

In  number  of  horses  kept. — Instead  of  allowing  three  horses 
to  each  ot  the  200  families,  or  600  horses,  only  as  many  as  re- 
quired need  be  kept. 

In  shipping  and  selling  in  carload  lots. 

In  buying  at  wholesale  and  distributing  generally. — At  present 
every  village  has  a  number  of  small  stores  supported  by  farmers, 
who  have  to  pay  high  prices  for  goods.  The  distribution  of 
necessary  purchases  could  be  effected  by  a  general  store  belonging 
to  the  Association  at  one-third  or  one-half  the  cost. 

This  suggested  plan  possesses  at  least  the  merit  of  simplicity, 
and  could  be  made  successful  in  filling  up  our  lands,  whether 
prairie  or  wooded,  with  our  own  unemployed  and  with  the  most 
desirable  class  of  settlers  from  the  Mother  Land. 
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Many  important  details  have  been  passed  over  in  this  brief 
and  imperfect  sketch,  but  it  is  well  to  note  the  fact  that  when  ex- 
plained in  detail  it  has  met  with  the  approval  of  several  very 
prominent  men  in  public  life,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  an  ex- 
perimental village  settlement  may  be  established  in  Northern  On- 
tario in  the  near  future. 

Mrs.  McEwen  : — My  Lord,  and  Ladies — I  rise  to  move  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  your  Lordship  for  occupying-  the  Chair  so 
ably  this  evening,  and  also  to  the  readers  of  papers.  I  should  like, 
too,  with  your  permission,  to  say  a  few  words.  I  think  I  am  the  onlv 
woman  present  in  the  Council,  representative  of  the  farmers  of  the 
North-West.  I  live  on  a  large  farm  north  of  Brandon,  and  I  am 
much  interested  in  all  that  has  been  said  with  regard  to  domestic 
servants.  I  feel  a  little  hesitation  in  speaking,  as  I  do  not  think  I 
can  add  anything  of  much  value  to  what  has  already  been  said.  I 
was  brought  up  in  the  city  and  never  knew  how  to  bake  a  loaf  of 
bread,  or  do  anything  of  that  kind,  and  had  to  learn  on  the  farm, 
where  we  cannot  get  good  servants  whom  we  would  employ.  It 
is  very  difficult  for  a  woman  in  my  position  to  obtain  satisfactory 
servants  upon  a  farm.  It  must  be  remembered  that  we  have  to 
employ  a  number  of  men  upon  a  farm,  and  a  woman  who  might  do 
in  a  private  home,  under  constant  supervision  of  the  mistress, 
would  not  do  on  a  large  farm  at  some  distance  from  the  city,  where 
her  mistress  often  had  occasion  to  go,  leaving  her  behind.  Ladies 
in  the  city  often  ask  me  : — "Why  don't  you  employ  a  servant  ?"  1 
say  : — "Because  I  cannot  get  one  whom  I  could  trust,  and  I  pre- 
fer, so  long  as  I  am  able,  to  do  the  best  I  can  without  one."  But 
I  thought  I  would  like  to  show  myself,  not  as  a  farmer's  wife,  but 
as  the  mother  of  a  farmer  on  a  large  farm  in  Manitoba,  who  has 
had  to  thresh  out  all  these  difficulties  for  herself  (Lady  Taylor  : — 
*  'And  has  done  it  successfully. " ),  but  who  would  be  very  glad,  when 
the  time  comes,  if  such  a  time  ever  comes,  to  have  one  of  those 
ideal  domestics  to  help  her.  I  do  think,  my  Lord,  that  the  time 
will  come  when  it  will  not  be  cruel  to  ask  girls  to  leave  their  homes 
and  come  to  us  in  a  foreign  land,  and  when  they  become  accus- 
tomed to  our  laws  and  are  not  afraid  of  us  (perhaps  that  requires 
a  little  explanation  into  which  I  cannot  enter  here),  they  will  make 
for  us  in  the  North  West,  in  Manitoba,  good  servants  upon  the 
farms  ;  or  if  those  agricultural  colleges  for  women  spoken  of  to- 
night, were  established  and  opportunity  given  for  women  to  learn, 
in  connection  with  the  Experimental  Farm  at  Brandon,  dairying 
and  other  kindred  subjects  such  as  we  require  to  know  on  a  farm, 
we  may  then  have  a  solution  of  this  difficulty.  But  I  strongly  as- 
sent to  all  that  has  been  said  with   regard  to  the  trouble  being  in 
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the  hands  of  the  mistresses  to  solve.  If  we  mistresses  show 
that  housework  is  honourable  and  good,  and  that  it  does  not  de- 
tract from  us  as  ladies  to  do  it,  then  our  servants  will  learn  to  look 
upon  that  kind  of  labour  in  a  different  light.  I  want  to  say  that  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  domestic  science  into  our  public  schools.  I  have  thought 
back  over  my  life,  and  I  have  wished  that,  when  I  was  a  girl,  I 
might  have  been  permitted  to  study,  in  a  scientific  manner,  cooking, 
sewing,  and  other  branches  of  home  work  ;  then,  perhaps,  it  would 
have  been  easier  for  me,  and  I  could  have  the  better  instructed  my 
daughters  in  these  subjects,  and  I  think  that  in  that  lies,  partly, 
the  solution  of  the  trouble.  If  the  rich  and  poor  together  are 
taught  that  such  things  are  honourable,  that  such  things  may  be 
made  honourable,  I  think  the  idea  of  domestic  service  in  the  home 
may  be  raised  to  a  higher  level  and  we  will  have  less  trouble.  I 
beg  to  move  the  vote  of  thanks. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Coad  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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FOURTH  DAY'S   PROCKKDINGS. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  27th. 

MORNING    SESSION. 

The  meeting-  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  shortly 
after  ten  o'clock,  the  proceeding's  being  opened  with  silent  prayer. 

After  the  reading  and  confirmation  of  the  Minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious day's  session,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  announced  that 
the  evening  meeting-  would  take  place  in  St.  Andrew's  schoolroom, 
and  that  the  final  meeting  of  the  Council  which  had  been  placed 
on  the  Agenda  for  Monday  afternoon  at  2.15  p.m.,  would  be  held 
instead  on  Monday  morning  from  10  to  i  p.m.,  the  meeting-  of  the 
Executive  taking  place  on  Monday  afternoon. 

The  Secretary  further  announced  that  there  were  some 
reports  still  to  be  considered,  notably  that  of  the  Standing- 
Committees  on  the  Feeble  Minded,  and  the  Better  Protection  of 
Women  and  Children.  The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  would 
also  be  dealt  with  at  the  final  meeting,  which  would  in  consequence 
be  of  a  most  important  character. 

Mrs,  Gordon  announced  that  the  luncheon,  which  would  be 
provided  at  the  close  of  this  meeting,  was  given  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Methodist  churches.  She  further  announced  that  a  meetine" 
of  the  Committee  appomted  to  deal  with  the  half-holiday  move- 
ment would  be  held  to-morrow  (Saturday)  morning-  in  St.  Andrew's 
schoolroom  at  10  o'clock.  She  again  stated  the  programme  for 
the  morning's  outing,  as  follows: — Drive  from  11  to  i,  visit  to 
U.S.S.  Iowa  at  1.30;  tea  at  Mrs.  Croft's  at  4. 

Miss  Perrin  explained  that  owing  to  change  in  the  printed 
list  of  delegates,  several  mistakes  had  been  made  in  sending  invi- 
tations to  the  delegates  to  attend  the  garden  party  at  Bishopsclose 
on  Monday.  She  asked  that  all  those  who  had  not  received  an  in- 
vitation would  notify  her. 

Mrs.  Maitland-Dougal,  Provincial  Secretary  of  the  King's 
Daug-hters,  invited  the  delegates  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Circles  of  Victoria,  to  be  held  the  following  day  over  Waitts' 
store  at    1 1  a.m. 
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Lady  Taylor: — "Evidently  our  holiday  is  to  he  the  fullest 
day  in  the  week."      (Laughter). 

Mrs.  Cummings  announced  that  copies  of  snap  shots  taken 
on  the  route  to  Victoria  were  ready,  and  Miss  Reid  had  kindly 
consented  to  take  orders  for  them,  and  that  they  could  be  pur- 
chased for  ten  cents  apiece. 

Continuing-,  the  Recording  Secretary  said,  that  it  would  un- 
doubtedly greatly  gratify  all  present  to  learn  that,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  movement  initiated  in  favor  of  half-holidays  for  shop 
gfirls,  the  firm  of  Hutcheson  &  Co.  on  Government  Street,  had 
decided  to  grant  their  employes  a  half  holiday  each  week.  It  was 
quite  certain  that  quicker  work  had  never  been  performed  by  the 
National  Council,  with  the  assistance  of  the  people  of  Victoria. 

Miss  Perrin  replied  that  the  Committee  was  only  partially 
satisfied  with  the  result,  as  the  clerks  would  have  to  go  back  to 
work  on  Saturday  night  at  seven  o'clock  and  work  till  10.30.  Of 
course  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no  bread,  but  they  desired  that 
the  clerks  should  be  free  after  they  had  once  left  their  places  of 
business. 

Lady  Taylor  announced  that  there  was  considerable  business 
to  be  dealt  with  during  the  forenoon,  including  papers  on  the 
Formation  and  Maintenance  of  Local  Councils,  the  Election  of 
Oflficers,  International  Council  business,  and  the  resolution  on 
Women's  Exchanges. 

It  was  decided  to  deal  first  with  the  affairs  of  the  International 
Council. 

Miss  "Wilson  read  extracts  from  the  retiring  President's 
Memorandum;  from  that  of  the  new  President  ;  also  extracts  from 
a  short  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  held  recently 
in  Paris. 

EXTRACTS    FROM    MEMORANDUM  OF   RETIRING 

PRESIDENT. 


In  sending  out  the  official  record  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
Second  Quinquennial  Meeting  of  the  International  Council  of 
Women,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  that  meeting, 
to  add  a  few  words  by  way  of  introduction  and  explanation. 

Our  Federated  National  Councils  and  Honorary  Vice-Presi- 
dents may  have  been  surprised  in  not  receiving  a  memorandurri 
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from  me,  summing  up  the  results  of  our  meeting  and   pointing  out 
the  special  duties  it  has  imposed  on  the  bodies  federated  with  it. 

I  have,  however,  thought  it  best  to  delay  making  any  such 
communication  until  I  could,  at  the  same  time,  present  to  the 
Councils  the  official  Transactions  of  both  the  Council  Meeting 
and  of  the  International  Congress  connected  v.ith  it,  of  which 
Transactions  1  have  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed  Editor. 

And  I  find  that  now  that  these  volumes  are  published  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  Council,  very  little  remains  for  me  to  say    .      .      . 

My  last  words  as  President  to  the  Federated  National  Coun- 
cils would  be  respectfully  to  entreat  them  constantly  to  see  that 
the  foundations  of  their  Council  work  are  secure,  and  that  the 
building  they  are  laying  on  those  foundations  is  thorough.  The 
great  aim  of  the  International  Council  must  be  to  aid  National 
Councils,  by  every  means  in  its  power,  to  be  as  representative  as 
possible,  and  to  remember  the  wise  provision  of  the  founders,  which 
guards  against  their  being  led  away  by  the  natural  disposition  to 
identify  themselves  with  some  movements  at  the  expense  of  others, 
instead  of  concentrating  their  main  energy  on  being,  first  and  fore- 
most, centres  round  which  alt  women  workers  of  all  sections  of 
society,  all  religious  denominations,  and  all  political  parties,  can 
gather  in  a  spirit  of  unity  and  understanding  of  one  another.  And 
Tet  us  remember  that,  in  order  to  attain  to  this  position,  we  must 
in  everv  country  be  able  to  include  in  our  Councils,  the  women  of 
conservative  views  and  those  who  are  termed  old-fashioned  work- 
ers, as  well  as  those  who  belong  to  the  more  progressive  party. 
We  need  both  if  we  are  to  be  able  to  do  the  work  which  we  have 
set  before  us     .      .      . 

I  think  it  will  be  for  the  convenience  of  Councils  if  I  here  re- 
mind them  of  the  special  resolutions  adopted  by  the  International 
Council  from  those  sent  in  for  their  consideration  by  the  Executive 
and  by  the  National  Councils.  (These  have  already  been  considered 
by  the  National  Council  and  need  not  be  gone  into  again.) 

I  cannot  altogether  pass  over  in  silence  one  decision  of  the 
Council  contained  in  the  amendments  made  to  the  Constitution 
and  Standing  Orders,  which  personally  I  regard  with  great  regret. 
I  refer  to  the  rule  which  has  been  laid  down  whereby  both  the 
Honorary  Vice-Presidents  and  the  ordinary  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  (that  is,  members  of  any  National  Council  feder- 
ated with  the  International)  are  debarred  from  taking  part  in  the 
debates  of  our  business  sessions,  except  by  special  invitation. 

I  believe  we  are  thereby  depriving  ourselves  of  much  valuable 
assistance,  and  that  the  votes  which   have   to   be  recorded  by  our 
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official  delegates  would  be  based  on  fuller  knowledge  if  ample 
opportunity  were  given  to  all  members  of  Council  to  express  their 
views  and  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

It  may  also  happen  that  the  official  delegates  may  at  times  be 
the  representatives  only  of  a  majority  of  their  own  Council,  and 
that  the  minority  may  thus  be  unrepresented  altogether.  In  such 
cases  the  possibility  of  being  able  at  least  to  express  the  views  of 
the  minority  would  be  very  desirable,  and  would  give  the  whole 
body  of  the  Council  a  juster  conception  of  the  opinions  of  the 
women  of  the  country  in  question.  It  must  also  be  remembered 
that  greater  interest  would  be  taken  in  the  Council's  aflfairs  if  all 
ordinary  members  could  take  part  in  its  proceedings. 

In  the  case  of  the  Honorary  Vice-Presidents,  this  regulation 
appears  to  be  a  still  greater  mistake  in  the  interests  of  the  Council. 
Most  of  these  ladies  act  as  our  pioneers,  and  represent  a  movement 
in  their  own  country  which  is  likely  in  course  of  time  to  develop 
under  their  fostering  care  into  a  Council.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  have  the  benefit  of 
their  counsel  on  points  which  may  make  a  great  difference  to  the 
women  of  those  countries,  and  on  which  the  very  formation  of 
thfeir  Councils  may  depend. 

Having  myself  experienced  the  great  value  of  representatives 
of  countries  not  yet  federated  taking  part  in  our  International  Ex- 
ecutive Meetings  during  the  past  few  years,  and  having  also  had 
the  opportunity  ot'  seeing  the  benefit  gained  by  the  Canadian 
National  Council  by  its  ordinary  Council  members  being  permitted 
to  contribute  to  its  business  discussions,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  re- 
tiring President,  to  express  my  earnest  hope  that  this  regulation 
may  be  reconsidered  and  modified  at  our  next  Quinquennial  Meet- 
ing. I  believe  it  to  be  of  far  greater  moment  to  the  future  of  the 
International  Council  than  may  at  first  appear  to  be  the  case. 

As  to  the  six  volumes  which  contain  the  Transactions  of  the 
International  Congress,  they  will  speak  for  themselves.      .     . 

I  now  hand  on  my  duties  as  President  to  one  who  has  not 
only  had  ample  experience  in  Council  work,  but  who  holds  the 
proud  position  of  being  one  of  the  mothers  of  our  Confederation. 
May  our  cause  prosper  in  her  hands  ! 

To  hold  such  an  office  must  be  for  the  holder  a  rich  experience, 
and  I  owe  to  it  the  formation  of  many  friendships  in  many  lands, 
which  cannot  pass  away,  because  they  are  based  on  foundations 
which  are  enduring. 
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It  is  a  great  inspiration  to  be  bound  together  in  the  pursuance 
of  high  ideals  ;  it  is  also  a  grave  responsibility— and  during  our 
recent  Council  meeting  both  these  thoughts  have  been  made  very 
real  to  us.  I  pray  God  that  they  may  abide  within  the  hearts  of 
all  who  in  every  country  are  the  guardians  of  the  honour  of  our 
Council,  so  that  it  may  prove  true  to  the  lofty  profession  it  has 
made. 

EXTRACTS   FROM  MEMORANDUM   OF    PRESIDENT. 


Before  introducing  the  subjects  which  it  is  my  official  dut}' 
to  recommend  to  your  consideration,  I  must  make  an  explanation 
of  the  delay  in  issuing  this  first  Memorandum.  Had  I  not  this 
explanation  to  give  I  should  feel  that  an  apology  was  due  ;  but  the 
explanation,  I  believe,  will  justify  the  postponement  and  excuse 
me  from   an  apology. 

To  my  mind  both  courtes)'  and  logical  sequence  demanded 
that  I  should  delay  my  Memorandum  until  I  had  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  reading  the  closing  words  of  my  predecessor  and  al- 
though the  delay  was  much  longer  than  had  either  in  the  first  or 
second  instance  been  anticipated,  the  same  considerations  that 
recommended  it  to  my  mind  in  August  seemed  to  hold  still  valid 
in   February. 

At  last  Lady  Aberdeen's  pamphlet,  entitled  "Notes  on  the 
Quinquennial  Meeting  of  1899,"  and  dated  "December,  1899," 
has  reached  my  office  on  March  19,  1900.  I  call  attention  to 
the  discrepancy  between  the  date  ot  its  publication  and  the  date 
of  its  receipt  at  my  oflfice,  as  this  only  can  justify  the  date  of  my 
own  Memorandum,  hoping  that  you  will  approve  of  the  postpone- 
ment ot  this  Memorandum  because  of  the  reasons  above  given,  I 
beg   to  submit  the  following  : 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  French  Representatives 
urging  that  the  Council  should  be  represented  in  the  Congresses 
to  be  held  during  the  Paris  Exposition.  The  President  has  carried 
on  much  correspondence  with  the  Committee  of  French  women 
charged  with  the  preparations  for  the  Congress,  to  be  convened 
under  the  title,  "Women's  Work  and  Institutions  ;"  but  finally, 
for  many  reasons,  the  original  hope  that  the  Council,  as  such, 
might  take  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  Congress  has  been  aban- 
doned. 

Originally  your  President  cherished  the  hope  that  the  Inter- 
national Council  might   maintain    headquarters   at  the   Exposition 
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which  would  serve  as   a    bureau   of    information,    as   a   means    of 
propagating- the  Council  idea  during  the  summer  of  1900.     .      .      . 

The  most  important  question  to  be  considered  before  the 
date  of  the  Executive  and  to  be  by  it  decided  may  be  briefly  stated 
thus  : 

Shall  the  International  Council  attempt  to  maintain  during 
the  months  of  July,  August  and  September  a  headquarters  in 
Paris  for  the  diffusion  of  information  respecting  its  ideals 
and  its  work,  for  awakening  an  interest  in  women's  part  in 
the  International  movement,  and  for  creating  a  centre  where 
those  among  the  throngs  visiting  the  Exposition  and  attending 
the  Congresses  who  are  particularly  interested,  may  meet  and 
discuss  the   different  aspects  of  the  International  movement? 

The  chief  impediment  in  the  way  of  doing  this,  as  has  been 
intimated  above,  is  its  expense.  I  therefore  request  you,  as 
President  of  the  National  Council  of  your  country,  to  convene 
the  Executive  of  vour  Council  and  discuss  this  particular  question. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  meeting'  of  the  Executive  in 
1897  it  was  recommended  that  each  of  the  National  Councils 
should  be  urged  to  secure  among  its  own  adherents  patrons  for 
the  International  Council.  In  the  Executive  of  1898  this  recom- 
mendation was  supplemented  by  one  asking  that  each  National 
Council  affiliated  with  the  International  appoint  a  member  to 
represent  it  on  an  International  Finance  Committee.  The  im- 
mediate object  in  1897  and  1898  for  securing  patrons  and  for 
forming  an  International  Finance  Committee  was  to  secure  funds 
to  enable  the  International  Council  to  hold  its  Quinquennial 
meeting,  and  to  hold  an  International  Congress  under  its  auspices 
in  connection  with  its  own  Quinquennial. 

In  order  that  the  subject  of  Patronship  may  be  better  under- 
stood among  the  affiliated  Councils,  I  shall  append  to  this  Mem- 
orandum a  statement  of  the  privileges  and  responsibilities  which, 
it  may  be  gathered  from  the  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Rules  of 
Order,  ought  to  be  attached  to  Patronship  in   the  Council. 

(In  reference  to  this  subject.  Miss  Wilson  drew  attention  to  a 
remark  on  the  fly  leaf  in  question,  stating  that,  "Patrons  could 
introduce  questions,  resolutions  and  motions  and  participate  in  the 
discussion  of  all  subjects  brought  before  the  Council."  She  felt 
sure  that  if  this  leaflet  had  been  received  before  the  last  meeting  of 
Executive,  the  Canadian  Council  would  have  added  its  protest  to 
that  of  the  British  Council,  as  these  two  statements  go  dead 
against  the  Constitution  and  standing  orders,  as  they  at  present 
exist.) 
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I  have  approached  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with 
a  request  that  a  place  for  the  office  of  the  International  Council 
be  provided  in  its  building-  at  Paris.  Whether  the  Government 
should  or  should  not  be  able  to  grant  this  petition,  two  questions 
would  remain  for  the  Executive  to  settle,  viz.  :  Is  it  desirable  to 
maintain  a  headquarters  in  Paris  ?      Is  it  feasable  to  do  so? 

Such  immediate  action  therefore  as  will  result  in  your  ability 
to  inform  me  definitely  whether  you  approve  or  disapprove  ot 
attempting  the  headquarters  in  Paris,  and  what  sum  may  be 
contributed  by  your  Council,  or  collected  through  its  agency, 
for  its  support,  will  greatly  facilitate  my  own  decisions  and  work 
at  this  time. 

Three  new  committees  were  ordered  to  be  organized  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Executive,    as    follows  : 

{^7)  International  Press  Committee;  {d)  International"  Com- 
mittee on  laws  concerning  Domestic  Relations,  and  (c)  Inter- 
national Committe  on  Peace  and  Arbitration. 

It  seems  desirable  that  a  summary  of  the  views  expressed 
in  the  discussions  preceeding  the  vote  which  resulted  in  the  for- 
mation of  these  committees  shall  be  summarized   here. 

Apropos  of  the  Press  Committee  two  views   were   urged  : 

First.  That  the  International  Council  should  undertake  the 
establishment  and  conduct  of  an  org-an,  month.ly  or  quarterly,  for 
the  convenient  inter-communication  of  its  members  and  the  dis- 
semination of  its    views. 

Second.  That  the  International  Council  should  avail  itself 
of  the  press  as  it  exists,  for  the  dissemination  of  its  views,  and 
that  through  the  organization  of  a  special  Press  Committee  the 
National  Councils  should  be  kept  in  communication  with  ono. 
another.      This  second  view  prevailed. 

It  will  be  the  business  of  each  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Laws  concerning-  Domestic  Relations,  to  hold  herself  alert  to  the 
evils  of  laws  in  her  own  country,  and  to  tendencies  toward  the 
changing  of  the  laws  ;  to  report  every  suggested  or  secured  change 
in  any  law  affecting  domestic  interests,  and  to  make  quarterly  re- 
ports to  the  chairman  of  her  committee,  who  in  turn  will  summar- 
ize these  reports  and  forward  duplicates  oi  the  summary  to  each 
member  of  her  committee,  whose  next  duty  it  will  be  to  secure  the 
publication    of  this    information    in   her   own    country.      Thus   the 
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women  of  each  country  will,  throug^h  its  National  Council,  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  experience  of  their  sisters  in  other 
countries. 

The  third  committee,  that  on  Peace  and  Arbitration,  is  to 
be  formed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  two  committees  whose  for- 
mation and  tentative  work  are  above  described.  Of  this  com- 
mittee, the  Countess  of  Aberdeen  was  made  the  Chairman.  I 
have  not  yet  received  trom  Lady  Aberdeen  any  sug-g-estions  res- 
pecting- the  method  of  work  which  she  proposes  to  adopt.      .      .     . 

Hardly  had  the  International  Council  adjourned  before  it 
learned  with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death  of  the  Treasurer-elect,  Frau 
Schwerin,  of  Berlin.  The  ability  and  devotion  of  Frau  Schwerin 
were  well  known  to  women  workers  outside  of  Germany  ;  and 
it  was  with  a  profound  sense  of  loss  that  the  official  staff  of  the 
International  Council  learned  of  her  decease.  ...  I  take  ereat 
pleasure  in  reporting;  that  the  vote  for  Fraulein  Helene  Lang-e  to 
fill  the  place  of  Treasurer  of  the  International  Council  was  unani- 
mous. ...  I  feel  confident  that  all  of  the  National  Councils  affili- 
ated with  the  International  have  experienced  pleasure  on  learning 
that  so  able  a  successor  as  Fraulein  Lang^e  has  been  found  to  suc- 
ceed the  lamented   Frau    Schwerin. 

I  respectfully  recommend  every  affiliated  National  Council 
to  consider  seriously  the  representation  of  National  Councils  now 
permitted  by  the  Constitution  in  the  business  meeting^s  of  the 
International  Council. 

"At  the  proper  time  I  shall  present  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  providing^  that  each  National  Council  shall  at  the 
Council  meeting's,  in  addition  to  its  President  and  two  Delegates, 
already  provided  for,  be  represented  by  one  person  for  each  of  the 
main  subdivisions  of  work  that  shall  be  considered  by  the  Inter- 
national  Council." 

In  bringing-  to  a  conclusion  the  first  Memorandum  of  the 
new  administration,  I  beg  to  exalt  the  courage  of  all  of  my 
co-workers  by  reminding  them  that  from  1888  to  1893,  that  is, 
during  the  first  Quinquennial  period,  only  one  vital,  bona  fide 
National  Council  existed  within  the  International  Council  ;  that 
during  the  six  years  constituting  the  second  Quinquennial  period, 
viz.,  from  1893  to  1899,  this  number  had  been  augmented  by  nine, 
so  that  ten  National  Councils  convened  as  comprising  the  Inter- 
national Council  at  its  second  Quinquennial  session.  Already 
there  has  been  added  since  the  beginning  of  the  third  Quinquennial 
period  the  National  Council  of  Women   of  Switzerland,   and  from 
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the  Honorary  Vice-Presidents  of  France,  Italy,  Norway  and 
Austria  come  reports  indicative  of  National  Councils  in  these 
countries  in   the  near  future. 

MEMORANDUM   REGARDING  MEETING    OF    INTER- 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE    HELD    IN 
PARIS,  JUNE   25TH,    1900. 


...  The  President  presented  a  report  .  .  and  showed 
she  had  exceeded  the  $300.00  grant  for  secretarial  work  . 
It  was  decided  to  refund  her  these  expenses  and  to  give  a  grant  of 
$500.00  for  the  coming  year  .  .  .  Mrs.  Sewall's  proposals  re- 
garding Patrons  were  placed  before  the  meeting,  but  were  opposed 
by  all  present,  on  behalf  of  their  various  Councils,  Miss  Janes 
bringing  a  definite  resolution  from  the  British  Council  against 
the  proposals.  It  was  agreed  that  the  arrangement  under 
which  Patrons  can  be  accepted  now  in  the  Constitution,  should  be 
held  to  and  Mrs.  Sewall  proposed  the  names  of  eight  ladies  and 
gentlemen  .  .  .  The  Treasurer's  report  was  given 
Lady  Aberdeen  gave  in  a  provisional  report  concerning  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Transactions  .  .  .  She  feared  there  would  be  a 
deficit  unless  all  the  books  were  sold.  (Resolutions  were  passed 
thanking  her  for  her  work  as  editor,  giving  her  another  year  to 
complete  report  of  sale,  and  assuming  that,  if  there  be  a  deficit, 
the  obligation  of  paying  that  deficit  should  rest  with  the  Council.) 
.  .  .  Lady  Aberdeen  personally  laid  her  resignation  of  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Peace  Committee  before  the  Executive.  (It 
was  suggested  that  Mrs.  Alfred  Booth  be  asked  to  accept  the  post.) 
.  The  President's  notice  of  motion  was  considered  and  it 
was  decided  to  ask  each  National  Council  to  consider  the  matter 
at  their  next  Annual  Meeting,  or  to  empower  their  Executive  to 
deal  with  this  and  other  matters  that  may  be  necessary,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  International  Council. 

(It  would  be  well  for  the  Canadian  Council  to  empower  their 
Executive  to  deal  with  these  matters  and  also  to  somewhat  change 
the  names  of  their  Standing  Committees  so  as  to  bring  them  more 
into  line  with  the  names  adopted  both  by  the  International  and 
other  Councils.)  ...  It  was  decided  to  accept  the  offer  of  the 
Ameiican  Commissioners  at  the  Exhibition  to  place  a  room  at  the 
disposal  of  the  International  Council  ...  A  Sub-Committee 
was  formed  ...  to  make  provision  for  weekly  conferences, 
or  social  gatherings.  .  .  .  The  first  of  these  was  held  on  Tues- 
day, 26th  June,  when  Mrs.  Sewall  and  Lady  Aberdeen  addressed  a 
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very  well  attended  meeting.  .  .  .  Cordial  thanks  were  sent  to 
the  Canadian  Council  for  their  invitation  to  the  International 
Council  for  1909.  The  invitation  will  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
list.  All  National  Councils  earnestly  asked  for  exchange  of  printed 
matter  with  each  other  and  also  with  the  Convener  of  the  Interna- 
tional Press  Committee,  Mrs.  Harper,  Hotel  Normandie,  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Council  should  adopt  Lady  Aberdeen's 
proposals. 

Mrs.  Gardiner  inquired  whether  a  member  of  the  Council 
could  participate  in  any  of  the  discussions  at  the  meeting  of  the 
International  Council.  The  Charlottetown  Council  had  appointed 
a  lady  to  represent  them  at  the  meeting  in  Paris,  who  was  an 
excellent  linguist. 

Miss  Wilson  replied  that  no  member  of  the  Council,  unless 
she  be  a  delegate,  could  take  part  in  any  discussion  at  the  Inter- 
national Meeting.  The  meeting  in  Paris  was  not  covened  by  the 
International  Council,  but  by  the  women  of  Paris  who  could  of 
course  make  their  own  regulations. 

The  Recording  Secretary  said  that  at  the  last  International 
Council  session,  only  delegates  were  allowed  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing. There  was  confusion,  however,  betweei>  the  terms  Congress 
and  Council.  All  members  might  attend  the  Congress,  but  not 
the  Council  meetings. 

Mrs.  Coad,  Acting  Treasurer,  moved  that  the  Council  pay 
its  annual  fee  of  $20.00  to  the  International  Council  for  the  past 
year.      This  was  seconded  by  Mrs.   McEwen. 

Mrs.  Cummings  desired  to  make  an  explanation  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  "  It  is  known  that  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Hoodless,  has 
been  compiling  a  cook-book,  which  she  intends  to  introduce  into 
the  schools.  This  book  will  be  published  in  Ontario  and  the 
royalty  will  be  devoted  to  paying  the  fee  of  the  National  Council  to 
the  International  Council.  Therefore  if  this  resolution  of  Mrs. 
Coad's  passes,  it  should  be  passed  provisionally,  unless  we  wish 
to  be  discourteous  to  Mrs.  Hoodless.  The  first  royalty,  I  think, 
of  $100.00  will  be  devoted  to  this  purpose." 

Lady  Taylor  asked  when  this  money  was  to  be  available  ? 
If  the  Council  owes  $20.00  for  the  past  year,  it  should  be  paid. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  insert  in  the  resolution  the  words 
"  provided  that  Mrs.  Hoodless,  who  has  made  a  generous  offer, 
is  not  ready  to  pay  it." 
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The  resolution  was  passed. 

Mrs.  Wood,  Victoria,  introduced  the  following-  resolution  on 
the  Women's  Exchanges  : 

"That  the  National  Council  recommend  Local  Councils  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  Women's  Exchanges,  and  to  see  whether  it  is 
not  desirable  to  promote  them  where  possible." 

In  moving  this  resolution,  Mrs.  Wood  said  that  she  con- 
sidered it  was  very  advisable  to  promote  Women's  Exchanges,  and 
thereby  encourage  home  industry.  They  would  certainly  prove  of 
the  greatest  assistance  to  the  women  who  desire  to  have  some 
place  in  which  to  dispose  of  their  work.  They  would  be  particu- 
larly beneficial  to  women  in  need  of  help. 

In  seconding,  Mrs.  Day,  read  the  following  in  the  name  of 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Borden,  Vice-President  for  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Woman's  Work  Exchange  of  Halifax  was  established 
August  30th  1892,  and  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling- 
women  to  help  themselves,  by  affording  the  means  through  v.-hich 
they  might  dispose  of  their  work  of  whatever  sort  and  thereby 
assist  in  the  maintenance  of  themselves,  or  others  dependent  upon 
them  for  support.  The  Exchange  is  managed  by  a  Committee 
consisting  of  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  with  sixteen  members  who  meet  monthly  and  discuss  its 
afl'airs  and  finances.  A  sub-committee  chosen  from  month  to 
month  examines  all  the  work  sent  in  and  reports  on  its  quality  and 
suitability.  Consignors  not  only  from  the  City,  but  from  other 
parts  of  the  Province  and  even  beyond,  send  their  contributions  to 
the  two  departments, — needle  work  and  culinary  work, — into  which 
it  is  divided  and  are  paid  monthly  for  whatever  is  sold.  At  the 
last  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  were  enabled  to  announce  that 
at  last  the  Exchange  was  free  of  debt  and  had  a  small  balance  to 
its  credit  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

It  has  been  found  that  Woman's  Work  Exchanges  in  other 
cities  are  not  self  supporting  and  that  the  Committees  have  to  hold 
bazaars,  concerts,  etc.,  to  defray  expenses.  The  Halifax  Woman's 
Work  Exchange  would  like  the  ladies  of  Victoria,  B.  C,  to  under- 
stand that  it  is  only  by  the  strictest  economy  that  they  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  this,  where  other  cities  have  failed.  About 
eighty-four  women  have  been  given  employment,  or  were  furnished 
with  facilities  for  profitably  disposing  ot  their  work  during  the 
year.      Over  $5,500  was  paid  out  to  consignors  last  year. 

Membership  only  numbers  forty-four. 
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There  is  scarcely  any  branch  of  Woman's  Work  not  rep- 
resented in  the  Woman's  Work    Exchange. 

There  is  a  large  order  business,  especially  in  plain  sewing, 
mending,  knitting  and  darning,  all  done  in  the  most  satisfactory 
and  prompt  manner.  We  have  table  linen  marked  neatly,  with 
indelible  ink,  babies  jackets  and  bootees  a  specialty. 

Rules  and  price  lists  can  be  sent  to  any  one  desirous  of  know- 
ing more  about  the  working  of  this  Exchange. 

Mrs.  Day,  Victoria,  explained  that  a  Women's  Exchange  had 
been  established  in  this  city  in  connection  with  the  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
last  November,  and  had  died  an  unnatural  death  in  March  owing 
to  lack  of  financial  support. 

Two  amendments,    sent   in   by   the    Montreal    Local   Council 
were  moved  by  Miss  Reid,  as  follows  : — 

"That  the  National  Council  recommend  Local  Councils  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  promoting  Women's  Exchanges  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  home  industries,  and  the  assistance  of  home  workers,"  or 

"That  the  National  Council  recommend  Local  Councils  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  Women's  Exchanges,  and  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  promoting  them  where  possible." 

Several  of  the  delegates  inquired  of  Miss  Reid  wherein  existed 
the  difference  between  the  Victoria  Council's  resolution  and  the 
Montreal  Council's  amendment. 

Miss  Reid  in  reply  pointed  out  that,  in  the  first  named,  no 
mention  was  made  of  the  promotion  of  home  industries  which  was 
one  of  the  main  ideas  in  the  establishment  of  Women's  Exchanges. 
The  second  amendment  was  sent  in  for  consideration  in  the  event  of 
the  first  not  proving  acceptable.  The  Montreal  Council  recognized 
that  many  Women's  Exchanges  did  exist  throughout  the  Dominion 
but  they  were  desirous  of  establishing  them  where  they  did  not 
already  exist.  The  success  attending  the  sale  of  the  work  of 
Doukhobor  Women  was  an  object  lesson  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  Women's  Exchanges.  The  speaker  understood  that  this 
year  there  would  be  a  Handicraft  Exhibition  in  Montreal  to 
illustrate  the  nature  of  the  work  that  was  being  executed  by  women 
in  Canada.  Canadian  women  were  patriotic,  and  desired  to 
promote  national  institutions  ;  and  the  establishment  of  Women's 
Exchanges  was  certainly  a  movement  along  that  line.  She  there- 
fore moved  the  amendment. 

Mrs.   Woods,   Victoria,    withdrew  her   resolution   in  favor  of 
the  first  amendment  proposed  by  the  Montreal  Local  Council. 
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Miss  Perrin  asked  for  information  regarding  the  promotion 
of  Women's  Exchanges. 

Mrs.  Cummings  stated  that  there  were  two  forms  of  these 
institutions  in  Toronto  ;  one  of  which  was  called  the  Woman's 
Depository.  This  was  never  self-supporting,  because  if  an  article 
was  sold,  only  ten  per  cent,  went  to  the  exchange  fund.  A  large 
item  of  expenditure  was  the  rent,  and  the  paid  assistance.  They 
were  doing  admirable  work  in  Toronto  helping  poor  women  to 
help  themselves,  and  teaching  them  to  sew.  A  Sale  of  Work  was 
held  every  year  at  which  some  beautiful  samples  of  handiwork  were 
exhibited.  Orders  were  taken  for  mending  for  the  college  students 
and  the  women  received  good  prices  for  their  work.  They  were 
paid  as  soon  as  the  goods  came  in,  the  institution  being  repaid  by 
the  sale  and  orders  that  were  received  during  the  year. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  asserted  that  there  was  also  a 
shop  where  work  was  sold, 

Mrs.  Day,  Victoria,  asked  how  the  institution  was  supported? 

Mrs.  Cummings  replied  that  entertainments  and  other  functions 
were  given  by  which  sufficient  funds  were  raised  to  carry  on  the 
establishment  and  leave  a  balance.  There  were  also  membership 
fees  amounting  to  $2.00  a  year,  and  members  were  allowed  to 
place  one  or  more  names  of  women  on  the  exchange.  Those 
whose  names  were  on  the  exchange  tickets  paid  nothing  to  the 
institution  except  a  percentage  of  the  proceeds  of  their  work. 

Miss  Reid  stated  that  there  were  three  depositories  of 
woman's  work  in  Montreal.  One  is  the  Industrial  Room,  where 
only  plain  work  is  executed  ;  another  is  the  Woman's  Exchange 
where  all  descriptions  of  women's  work  may  be  seen.  This  is  a 
self-supporting  institution  and  has  a  free  library  and  reading  room 
in  connection  with  it.  The  third  depository,  the  Decorative  Art 
Society,  is  somewhat  more  ambitious  ;  there  help  is  given  to 
teachers  and  home  workers.  If  a  person  who  is  willing  to  work  is 
unable  to  pay  she  will  receive  instruction  free.  Some  of  the  work 
is  being  sold  at  watering  places  with  gratifiying  success.  The 
same  system  of  membership  exists  in  the  Woman's  Exchange  as  in 
the  Decorative  Art  Society. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  Victoria,  asked  if  the  instructors  were 
paid  ? 

Mrs.  Cummings — "No  paid  instruction  is  given  in  the  Ladies' 
Depository." 
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Mrs.  Cochrane,  Kingston,  said  that  there  was  a  form  of 
Woman's  Exchange  in  connection  with  the  Y.W.C.A.  at  Kingston, 
for  poor  people.  Material  was  donated  and  the  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  the  work  were  devoted  to  the  contributors.  No  fee  was 
charged. 

Miss  Murray,  St.  John,  informed  the  Council  that  there  were 
two  of  these  Exchanges  in  St.  John, — one  in  connection  with  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  the  other  a  private  institution.  Both  were  doing 
good  work,  and  the  speaker  knew  of  one  lady  who  was  quite  well- 
to-do  who  had  made  a  considerable  sum  of  money  through  the 
Exchange,  which  she  devoted  to  the  Presbyterian  mission.  It  had 
been  said  that  she  was  interfering  with  the  life  work  of  some  of  the 
contributors,  but  that  objection  could  be  used  against  the  physic- 
ians and  lawyers,  who  continued  to  practise,  when  they  were 
wealthy,  and  independent  of  their  profession. 

Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  said  that  there  were  no 
trained  officers  in  Halifax  in  connection  with  the  Women's 
Exchange,  but  the  ladies  interested  defrayed  the  expenses,  and 
provided  for  the  instruction. 

Miss   Reid's  amendment  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried. 

Lady  Taylor  announced  that  it  was  her  pleasing  duty  to  read 
the  following  letter,  which  she  had  received  that  morning  from  the 
Advisory  President  of  the  National  Council,  the  Countess  of 
Aberdeen  : 

58  Grosvenor  Street,   London,  W. 
July,  loth,  1900. 

My  very  dear  Friends  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada: 

When  these  words  are  read  to  you,  you  and  I  shall  be  many 
thousands  of  miles  apart,  and  yet  I  feel  that  I  shall  be  very  close 
to  you  all  through  the  days  when  you  are  gathered  together  in 
beautiful  Victoria.  I  shall  follow  all  you  are  doing  each  day, 
with  the  help  of  the  Agenda,  and  shall  note  all  the  details  of  ar- 
rangements day  by  day.  And  so  I  shall  be  able  to  live  these  days 
with  you  in  spirit,  although,  to  my  very  great  regret,  I  cannot  be 
personally  present  to  greet  you  to  the  capital  of  the  Province  to 
which  Lord  Aberdeen  and  I  yield  special  allegiance.  The  loss  is 
all  mine,  for  I  have  ever  felt  it  to  be  a  privilege  and  an  inspiration 
to  be  present  and  to  bear  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of  our  Annual 
Meeting,  and  the  remembrance  and  the  influence  of  these  Confer- 
ences will  abide  with  me,  as  they  will  with  many  others,  through- 
out life. 
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As  I  have  often  said,  I  have  never  been  brought  in  contact 
with  a  body  of  workers  so  responsive,  so  loyal  to  their  leaders  and 
to  each  other,  so  tolerant  and  yet  so  earnest.  And  it  is  a  joy  to 
me  to  find  my  successor  in  the  Presidency  giving  the  same  testi- 
mony, and  writing  to  me  in  the  warmest  tones  of  the  kindness, 
hearty  co-operal'ion  and  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  Council,  which 
have  been  the  distinguishing  marks  of  her  colleagues  during  the 
past  year,  and  she  uses  the  same  words  as  I  have  done  regarding 
the  influence  of  the  Council  meetings,  demonstrating,  as  they  do, 
that  there  is  a  body  of  women  in  Canada  representing  all  parts  of 
the  country,  who  are  bound  together  to  uphold  all  that  is  lovely, 
and  true,  and  of  good  report,  and  to  labour  for  those  things  which 
make  for  righteousness, — she  calls  it  "an  inspiration,"  and  that 
indeed  is  the  only  word  which  describes  it. 

My  best  wish  for  your  Council  Meetings  and  Conferences  is 
that  they  may  be  carried  out  under  influences  which  will  make  all 
delegates  and  members  realize  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  and  which 
will  increase  the  consciousness  that  we  ourselves,  as  a  Council,  are 
greater  than  our  work,  and  that  in  our  body  corporate  lie  potenti- 
alities of  power  for  good  as  yet  undreamt  of,  if  we  are  true  to  the 
ideals  which  we  have  placed  before  us. 

Allow  me  very  heartily  to  congratulate  you  on  the  progress 
of  the  Council  during  the  past  year.  You  have  accomplished  sev- 
eral notable  achievements  which  mark  real  advance,  and  which 
further  emphasize  the  claim  of  our  Council  to  be  considered  in 
deed,  as  well  as  in  name,  the  iV^//(?//(?/ Council  of  Women  of  Canada. 

First  and  foremost,  at  the  direct  request  of  the  Dominion 
Government,  you  have  produced  for  the  Paris  Exhibition  an  exhibit 
such  as  has  been  attempted  by  the  women  of  no  other  country. 
We  owe  great  thanks  to  the  Committee  which,  under  the  able 
Convenership  of  Mrs.  George  Drummond,  of  Montreal,  and  with 
the  indefatigable  assistance  of  Miss  Teresa  F.  Wilson,  have  given 
us  a  Handbook  regarding  all  that  concerns  Canadian  women  which 
will  be  a  revelation  to  many.  I  am  confident  that  it  will  make  a 
deep  impression. 

Then  the  work  on  behalf  of  the  Doukhobors,  undertaken  at 
the  instance  of  Mrs.  Gitz-Gibbon,  and  the  establishing  of  Red 
Cross  Branches  at  the  request  of  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  Society, 
have  both  been  features,  either  of  which  might  in  themselves  have 
occupied  all  your  energies,  and  both  of  which  have  made  great 
demands  on  the  time  and  thought  of  your  President. 

Concerning  the  individual  work  of  the  Local  Councils  I  will 
not  speak,  but  I  should  like  to   take  this    opportunity  of  thanking 
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those  who  have  sent  me  newspaper  cutting's  and  other  reports  of 
their  doing-s.  I  deHght  and  rejoice  in  them  all  and  hope  that  I  may 
be  granted  a  continuance  of  these  favolirs.  I  earnestly  hope  that 
the  trip  across  Canada  will  be  productive  of  great  good,  both  in 
brin:rinsr  Eastern  deleofates  in  touch  with  the  West,  and  also  in 
quickening  Council  work  all  along  the  line,  more  especially  in 
British  Columbia,  where  it  would  seem  that  a  great  future  awaits 
it.  Great  as  is  the  power  for  good  of  Councils  of  Women  in  the 
older  cities,  they  mean  even  more  in  those  young  centres  of  popu- 
lation where  the  tone  and  prevailing  character  of  the  place  can 
practically  be  fixed  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  women  workers 
ol'  the  district,  labouring  together  for  the  common  good  without 
distinction  of  creed  or  party,  and  having  no  personal  ends  in  view. 

I  have  learned  with  great  sorrow  of  the  reasons  which  have 
impelled  Lady  Taylor  to  place  her  resignation  in  our  hands,  and  I 
know  my  sorrow  will  be  shared  by  all  who  have  worked  under  her 
wise  and  true  guidance.  We  cannot  dispute  her  decision  and  can 
only  thank  her  with  all  our  hearts  for  what  she  has  done  for  us  and 
for  imposing  on  herself  the  further  fatigue  of  travelling  to  Vic- 
toria. We  earnestly  trust  that  a  period  of  rest  may  completely 
restore  her  and  enable  us  again  to  claim  her  leadership  in  the  not 
far  off  future.  I  pray  God  that  He  may  direct  you  in  the  all-im- 
portant choice  of  a  successor  to  Lady  Taylor. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  with  what  pleasure  I  anticipate  the 
reports  of  your  doings  at  Victoria.  I  know  well  how  hospitably 
you  will  be  treated,  how  charmed  you  will  be  with  your  surround- 
ings, and  how  perfect  will  be  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Vic- 
toria Local  Council  and  by  the  Provincial  Vice-President,  Miss 
Perrin. 

I  would  fain  send  a  message  to  each  and  all  personally  but  I 
have  made  my  long  letter  far  too  personal  already.  But  it  is  your 
fault  and  not  mine,  for  it  is  the  result  of  your  having  spoilt  me  so 
thoroughly  that  when  I  begin  to  write  to  you,  I  like  to  linger  and 
fancy  myself  once  more  amongst  you. 

Lord  Aberdeen  and  Lady  Marjorie  desire  to  send  their  warm- 
est remembrances  and  best  wishes,  and  join  with  me  in  hoping 
that  you  had  a  very  pleasant  day  at  Coldstream  and  Vernon. 

Please  remember,  if  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for  the  Council 
on  this  side  of  the  water,  that  I  am  entirely  at  your  service,  and 

Believe  me, 

Your  very  faithful,  grateful  and  devoted 
Advisory  President, 

ISHBEL  ABERDEEN 
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A  round  of  applause  greeted  the  reading  of  this  letter. 

Miss  Crease,  Victoria,  said  that  she  was  sure  that  the 
Council  felt  very  grateful  to  Lady  Aberdeen  for  her  kind  remem- 
brance and  suggested  that  an  expression  of  appreciation  be  for- 
warded to  her.  She  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
reply  to  Lady  Aberdeen's  letter.  Mrs.  Gardiner  seconded  the 
motion,  which  was  carried. 

Miss  Crease,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  and  Mrs.  McEwen,  representing 
the  West,  the  East,  and  the  Centre,  respectively,  were  appointed 
to  draft  the  answer. 

Miss  ScoviL  asked  if  she  might  write  to  Lady  Aberdeen,  and 
also  send  on  one  of  the  very  pretty  badges  worn  by  the  Ushers. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  wished  to  make  it  known  that 
the  fans  sent  by  Lady  Aberdeen  for  use  on  the  journey,  had  been 
stopped  at  the  Custom  House  until  her  return,  but  would  be  sent 
to  the  delegates  later  on.  She  also  assured  them  that  Lady  Aber- 
deen was  always  pleased  to  receive  letters  from  them  at  any  time. 

Miss  FiTzGiBBON  asserted  that  she  would  respectfully  move  a 
resolution  of  sympathy  with  Lady  Aberdeen  if  that  was  to  be  the 
case,  as  she  knew  for  a  certainty  that  she  sat  up  all  night  on  one 
occasion  in  Toronto  answering  letters. 

The  next  business  was  the  Election  of  Officers. 

Lady  Taylor  explained  that,  some  time  ago,  after  the  last 
Executive  Meeting  in  Ottawa,  at  which  she  had  allowed  her  name 
to  stand  in  nomination  for  another  year  for  the  presidency,  she  was 
told  in  a  manner  that  was  not  to  be  disregarded,  that  she  should 
not  continue  in  the  work  with  which  she  had  identified  herself. 
It  was  the  wish  of  her  physician  that  she  should  retire  from  active 
participation  in  any  work,  and  that  she  should  withdraw  her  name 
from  nomination.  This  she  was  unwilling  to  do,  for  in  that  event 
the  Council  would  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage,  it  being  impossible 
for  them  to  make  fresh  nominations  at  so  late  a  date.  At  the  re- 
quest of  the  members  of  the  Executive,  however,  she  decided  to 
allow  her  name  to  stand.  She  was  not  sure  that  she  was  acting 
wisely,  and  felt  very  uncertain  regarding  this  step.  In  fact  she 
was  not  positive  that  she  would  be  able  to  continue  in  office  for 
another  year  ;  but  she  would  try  to  be  wise  and  if  she  did  not  per- 
form a  great  deal,  it  would  be  because  she  knew  she  should  not  do 
so.  Those  who  were  present  at  the  Hamilton  meeting  knew  that 
she  accepted  the  position  with  much  misgiving,  in  fact,  she  did  not 
remember  ever  accepting  an  honor  so  unwillingly  in  her  life.      But 
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she  had  been  received  kindly  and  loyally  by  the  members  of  Coun- 
cil, to  whom  she  was  very  grateful  ;  personally  she  desired  to 
thank  them  for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  to  her.  In  some  quar- 
ters there  was  a  fear  that  the  Council  would  not  hold  together  and 
she  was  aware  that  she  herself  was  not  able  to  preserve  its  exist- 
ence, but  in  its  own  strength  and  by  unity  of  thought  and  aim, 
the  Council  had  held  its  own,  and  as  long  as  the  members  looked 
toward  the  motto  and  endeavoured  to  perform  their  duty  well,  they 
would  be  guided,  upheld,  and  united,  no  matter  who  the  President 
might  be.  In  conclusion  Lady  Taylor  again  expressed  her  desire, 
if  re-elected,  to  do  all  that  she  could,  under  the  circumstances,  for 
the  Council.      (Applause.) 

The  nomination  list  was  then  read  by  Miss  Wilson  as  follows  : 
NOMINATION   LIST 


President Lady  Taylor. 

Vice-Presidents Lady  Laurier  and  Lady  Thompson. 

Provincial  Vice-Presidents  : 

Nova   Scotia Mrs.  R.  L.  Borden,  Halifax. 

New   Brunswick Lady  Tilley,  St.  John. 

Prince  Edward   Island  ....  Lady  Davies,  Charlottetown. 

Quebec Madame  Thibaudeau,  Montreal. 

Ontario Mrs.  Boomer,  London. 

Manitoba Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon. 

Assiniboia Mrs.  N.  Flood  Davin,  Regina. 

Alberta Mrs.  Lougheed,  Calgary. 

British    Columbia Miss   Perrin,  Victoria. 

Recording    Secretary Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings. 

Treasurer Mrs.  Hoodless. 

Corresponding  Secretary Miss  Teresa  F.   Wilson. 

Miss  Wilson  stated  that  the  above  nominations  had  been 
made  unanimously  by  17  out  of  the  27  Federated  Associations,  and 
that  the  remaining  10  had  sent  in  no  returns  for  the  nomination  of 
officers  this  year.  A  second  request  had  been  sent  out  for  nomina- 
tions for  the  office  of  President,  but  such  nominations  as  had  been 
sent  in,  had  been  cancelled  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Lady 
Taylor  had  consented  to  allow  her  original  nomination  to  stand. 

Miss  Perrin,  Victoria,  moved,  that  the  officers,  as  nominated, 
be  elected.  This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Murray,  St.  John,  and 
carried  unanimously  amid  great  applause. 
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Upon  the  request  of  Lady  Taylor,  Mrs.  McEwen,  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  Manitoba,  occupied  the  Chair  for  the  remainder  of  the 
meeting". 

The  next  subject  on  the  Agenda  was  "  The  Formation  and 
Maintenance  of  Local  Councils."  The  following  paper  by  Mrs. 
Tilton,  Ottawa,  was  read  by  Miss  Crease,  Victoria. 

HOW    BEST    CAN    THE    OBJECTS    AND    INTERESTS    OF 
LOCAL  COUNCILS  BE  MAINTAINED? 


If  we  turn  to  the  Constitution  regulating  the  organizatiorf 
which  is  called  "A  Local  Council  of  Women,"  we  find  the  follow- 
ing preamble,  as  well  as  an  expression  of  policy, — the  stones  upon 
which  the  Council  is  built. 

"Believing  that  the  more  intimate  knowledge  of  one  another's 
work  will  result  in  larger  mutual  sympathy  and  greater  unity  of 
thought,  and  therefore  in  more  effective  action,  certain  associations 
of  women  interested  in  Philanthropy,  Religion,  Education,  Litera- 
ture, Art  and  Social  Reform  have  determined  to  organize  a  '  Local 
Council.'"  "That  no  Society  entering  a  Local  Council  shall  there- 
by lose  its  independence  in  aim  or  method,  or  be  committed  to  any 
principle  or  method  of  any  other  Society  in  the  Council,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  serve  as  a  medium  of  communication,  and  a  means 
of  prosecuting  any  work  of  common  interest."  The  great  object 
is  to  further  the  application  of  the  Golden  Rule — "Do  unto  others 
as  ye  would  that  they  should  do  unto  you",  the  foundation-stone  oi 
the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada. 

A  Local  Council  may  consist  of  two  or  three  affiliated  Societies 
or  it  may  enlist  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  in  its  ranks.  The  number 
of  affiliated  Societies  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  town  or  city 
where  the  Council  is  organised,  or  upon  the  sympathy  and  con- 
fidence which  it  is  able  to  command.  Whether  few  or  many,  the 
principles  of  success  are  the  same — the  maintained  interest  is 
guided  by  the  same  spirit.  Let  us  look  very  fairly  and  very  squarely 
to-day  into  the  face  of  the  experience  of  the  past  seven  Council 
years,  and,  as  it  were,  examine  ourselves  to  see  whether  we  have 
one  Council  which  has  reached  the  standard  of  the  principles  given 
to  it  by  its  earnest,  loving  founder,  and  if  not — to  know  the  reason 
why  ;  off'ering  a  few  thoughts  that  will  best  promote  the  subject 
matter  of  this  paper: — "How  best  can  the  Objects  and  Interests 
of  a  Local  Council  be  maintained?" 

"Larger  mutual  sympathy"!  "Greater  unity  of  thought  "  ! 
"More  eff'ective  action"!      Is  it  not  true    that   in  order  to  effect 
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action  through  sympathy  and  united  thought,  there  must  be 
implicit  confidence — even  shadows  of  doubt  will  most  assuredly 
undermine  united  thought  and  mutual  sympathy,  so  that  there 
cannot  be  useful  or  beneficial  action.  Then  again,  success  and 
interest  cannot  be  won  and  maintained  by  one  person  or  one 
society  ;  the  unity  must  extend  to  every  member  of  every  affiliated 
Society.  Therefore  it  is  most  necessary  that  the  principles  and 
objects  for  which  the  Council  exists  should  be  carefully  laid  before 
each  Society  that  they  may  be  discussed  and  a  definite  conclusion 
arrived  at  before  affiliation  :  whether,  as  a  Society,  its  influence  can 
be  extended  and  whether  it  desires  earnestly  to  help  others  through 
its  special  methods  of  work,  and  will  be  prepared  to  aid  in  pros- 
ecuting work  of  a  common  interest  in  the  community  or  Dominion. 
It  has  been  our  experience,  has  it  not,  that,  in  Societies,  minorities 
usually  do  the  work  and  the  majority  do  the  criticising  ?  To  a 
faithful  worker  in  any  good  cause,  this  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret, 
yes,  oftentimes  of  sorrow. 

But  even  that  does  not  discourage  or  daunt  the  efforts  or 
earnestness  where  there  is  implicit  confidence  in  the  object  for 
which  a  Society  is  organised.  If  this  has  been  proved  in  church, 
philanthropic,  educational,  art  and  literature  societies,  is  it  strange 
that  such  experiences  have  entered  into  the  gates  of  Councils  and 
thus  obstructed  interest  ;  that  upon  the  President  and,  possibly, 
one  or  more  officers,  or  a  small  representation  of  many  affiliated 
Societies,  or  the  Executive,  the  work  has  been  laid,  and,  either 
through  actual  indifference,  or  want  of  a  sense  of  responsibility, 
she  who  should  have  been  in  her  place  to  give  expression  to 
sympathy  or  add  the  weight  of  her  thought  to  the  subject  before 
the  Council,  has  forfeited  by  her  absence  her  share  and  the  share 
of  her  whole  Society  in  effecting  desirable  action   on  such  subject. 

The  President  should  be  able  to  give  a  good  deal  of  her  time 
to  the  study  of  those  subjects  which  come  before  the  National 
Council  at  its  Annual  Meeting  each  year,  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
present  them  intelligently  to  her  Council.  To  conduct  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  large  Council  satisfactorily  requires  tact,  thought  and 
deep  earnestness  of  purpose,  and  is  about  as  much  as  one  woman 
can  do.  The  Vice-Presidents  need  not  be  mere  nominal  officers  ; 
each  should  be  ready  to  help  the  President  when  required,  and 
always  to  be  at  her  post  (unless  detained  by  illness,  or  circum- 
stances over  which  she  has  no  control)  ;  this  enables  her  to 
maintain  her  share  of  the  interest  necessary  for  the  success  of  a 
Council.  Then  is  it  not  a  real  necessity  that  the  Secretaries  and 
Treasurer  should  be  prompt,  efficient  women  ?  The  Local  Council 
should  claim  the  best  ;  if  one   believes  there  are  only  a  few  well- 
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qualified,  earnest  women,  then  how  much  work  must  be  enfeebled 
by  incapables,  and  how  many  organizations  drag  on  a  weary  exist- 
ence !  But,  believing  that  there  are  many  splendid  Canadian 
women  in  training,  the  truly  loving  and  willing-hearted,  with  var- 
ied and  special  gifts  for  service,  building  up  the  superstructure 
of  the  "  Golden  Rule"  life — the  Local  Council's  success  and  use- 
fulness depends  much  upon  securing  such  women  tor  their  res- 
ponsible officers. 

An  important  point  in  maintaining  an  interest  in  the  Council 
is  to  keep  very  strictly  to  the  Council's  own  work.  In  these  days 
of  emergencies,  of  social  and  reform  movements,  how  easy  it  is  for 
women  to  long  zealously  to  do  the  everything  which  may  come  up. 
In  Councils,  the  everything  can  only  be  done  by  doing  the  one 
thing,  keeping  closely  to  the  object  for  which  they  have  been  or- 
ganized. 

Meetings  should  be  begun  promptly  and  closed  promptly  ;  an 
hour  and  a  half  should  be  the  limit  for  the  regular  monthly  or 
quarterly  meeting.  If  the  reports,  communications,  etc.,  etc.,  are 
short,  ten  minutes'  papers  on  subjects  of  interest,  prepared  by  the 
affiliated  societies  in  turn,  could  be  read,  and,  if  time  permitted, 
discussed.  Whatever  is  taken  up  by  a  Local  Council  should  in- 
terest every  member,  and  the  different  affiliated  Societies  can  but 
be  interested  in  the  Council's  work  by  that  information  which  is 
received  by  the  President,  or  her  representative,  being  handed  on  to 
them  by  her.  Whatever  comes  to  the  Local  Council  from  the 
National  Council  Executive,  in  the  form  of  resolutions  or  ques- 
tions, should  demand  the  Council's  careful  thought  and  considera- 
tion. Let  every  member  know  about  the  topics,  and  give  out  in- 
dividuality, talent,  thought,  prayer,  and  let  the  efforts  to  promote 
"effective  action"  be  in  accordance  with  the  best  judgments. 
Avoid  unjust  criticisms  and  hasty  judgments,  for  they  are  enemies 
of  the  Council  ;  cultivate  and  cherish  tenderly  the  principles  which 
the  founder  laid  down  to  guide  the  conference  or  labours  of  all 
Local  Councils,  and  the  way  will  be  made  prosperous  and  good 
success  will  crown  all  efforts. 

Miss  Wilson  also  read  a  paper  on  the   same   subject,  as  fol' 
lows  : 

THE    WORK   AND    AIMS   OF    LOCAL    COUNCILS. 


I  feel  that  the  many  points  of  interest  so  admirably  touched 
upon  in  Mrs.  Tilton's  paper,  made  very  short  by  her  own  wish, 
may    possibly  bear    a  little    enlargement,   and   I    have,   therefore. 
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acceded  to  the  earnest  representations  made  to  me  to  present  to 
you  a  few  remarks  on  the  work  of  Local  Councils.  I  am  well 
aware  that  I  have  nothing-  original  to  say  on  this  subject,  and  that 
all  I  think  and  feel  about  the  Council  has  been  said  frequently  and 
better,  too,  than  I  am  able  to  say  it,  but  perhaps  an  inch  here  or 
there  may  be  gained  by  a  repetition  of  ideas  on  this,  to  us,  most 
important  topic. 

In   speaking    of  the    work  of  Local   Councils,  I  shall  divide  it 
into  three  heads  : — 

1.  The  work  sent  down  by  the  National  Council. 

2.  The  work  undertaken  by  Local  Councils. 

3.  The  essential  principle  of  Local  Council  work. 

1.  The  work  sent  down  by  the  National  Council  to  Local 
Councils  is  largely  participation  in  the  work  of  our  Standing  Com- 
mittees. You  already  know  what  these  Committees  undertake  : 
Schemes  for  the  better  protection  of  women  and  children,  and  of 
the  feeble  minded,  for  care  of  the  aged  poor,  to  promote  immigra- 
tion, to  prevent  the  spread  of  pernicious  literature,  to  help  the 
Doukhobor  strangers  in  our  midst,  besides  the  more  formal  but 
very  necessary  business  of  finance  and  press  work:  In  all  of  these 
it  would  be  difficult  for  any  one  Local  Council  to  take  a  deep  and 
active  interest,  but  surely  one  or  more  will  appeal  to  our  Council 
members  in  every  locality,  and  our  objects  can  be,  and  are,  greatly 
furthered  thereby.  As  these  Standing  Committees  can  only  be 
formed  of  members  of  Local  Councils,  their  usefulness  is  only 
bounded  by  local  activities,  and  greatly  depends  upon  them.  This 
is  one  aspect  of  the  duty  of  Local  Councils  to  the  parent  body. 
Another  aspect  is  the  official  work  which  our  Local  Councils  are 
apt  to  be  called  upon  to  do.  You  are  asked  at  times  to  approach 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  or  the  Provincial  Legislature,  on  some 
important  topic,  and  then  we  feel  the  value  of  our  local  organiza- 
tions and  the  power  they  hold  as  a  corporate  body,  ready  and  cap- 
able of  laying  before  the  powers  that  be  the  questions  which  we 
desire  that  they  should  consider.  This  is  an  important  part  of 
Local  Council  work  and  one  that  makes  the  national  body  realise 
the  importance  of  the  local  organizations — indeed  the  absolute 
necessity  for  their  existence.  I  will  touch,  later,  upon  this  point, 
but  would  meanwhile  dwell  for  a  few  moments  on  the  second  part 
of  the  subject,  viz  : — 

2.  The  work  undertaken  by  Local  Councils.  The  list  is  not 
as  complete  as  I  should  wish  to  make  it,  but  it  will  give  a  very 
good  general  impression  of  their  achievements.      Foremost  among^ 
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these  stand  the  appointment  of  police  matrons  and  the  improve- 
ment of  conditions  where  women  are  confined  in  jail — carried 
through  at  the  request  of  so  many  Councils — as  well  as  the  separ- 
ation and  more  judicious  treatment  of  youthful  offenders  ;  the  per- 
sonal visitation  of  factories  and  shops  as  a  preliminary  to  securing- 
a  female  factory  inspector  ;  the  agitation  for  manual  training, 
which  is  still  being  carried  on,  as  you  already  know  ;  the  appoint- 
ment of  women  to  boards  of  school  trustees,  a  work  that  is  under- 
taken by  us  year  after  year,  and  will  be  as  long  as  the  education 
of  the  child  interests  us  so  closely  ;  the  application  of  the  curfew 
bell  ;  the  establishment  oi'  cooking  classes,  of  a  training  school  for 
servants,  of  work  exchanges,  of  an  agricultural  institute  for 
women,  of  a  patrol  waggon  :  these  have  been  successfully  accom- 
plished by  more  than  one  of  our  Local  Councils.  Moreover  vigor- 
ous efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  seats  for  shop  girls,  early 
closing  during-  summer,  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
stores,  and  of  cigarettes  to  boys,  the  inspection  of  the  teeth  of 
school  children,  and  the  better  sanitary  condition  of  streets,  street 
cars  and  public  places,  especially  with  a  view  to  check  the  spread 
of  consumption,  the  formation  of  associations  of  organized  charity 
and  the  establishment  of  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses. 

Gratifying  recognition  of  the  work  of  Local  Councils  is  not 
wanting  here  and  there — as  when  they  are  asked  to  undertake  the 
charge  of  women's  departments  at  fairs,  etc.;  but  I  must  not 
dwell  upon  these.  I  have  purposely  withheld  till  now  the  mention 
of  the  work  done  by  several  Local  Councils  in  establishing,  or 
helping  to  establish  hospitals,  or  nurses,  more  especially  in  the 
newer  parts  of  the  country  where  the  needs  are  so  great,  as  this  is 
a  special  feature  of  the  work  of  our  smaller  Councils,  which  will,  I 
hope  be  spoken  of  by  those  present.  Also  in  such  parts  great 
good  may  be  hoped  for  from  the  establishment  of  libraries  and 
public  reading  rooms  ;  and  this  brings  me  to  another  aspect  of 
council  work,  which  I  wish  to  dwell  upon  for  a  moment,  as  it 
seems  to  me  one  which  might  be  more  developed  than  it  is.  I 
note  that  some  of  our  councils  have  started  a  series  of  health  talks, 
or  papers,  on  home  topics,  or  current  events.  I  am  sure  that 
these  will  be  found  more  and  more  valuable  as  we  belter  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  to  us  is,  and  must  be,  largely  entrusted  the  task 
o'i  fo}')ni)ti!;  public  opinion  on  matters  of  general  interest.  That  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  objects  of  our  existence,  and  we  can  only  do 
it  by  first  of  all  informing  ourselves  on  all  such  matters.  I  would 
very  earnestly  impress  on  all  Local  Councils  the  desirability  of  tak- 
ing steps  in  this  direction.  It  can  be  done  as  easily  in  small 
places  as  in  large  cities. 
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Having-  emphasised    the   work  done  by  Local  Councils,  I  will 
now  say  a  few  words  on  the  third  division  of  my  subject. 

3.   The  essential    principal  of   Local  Council  work.      I  will  at 
once'  unhesitatingly   state    that,  in   my    opinion,  the  less    work  a 
Local  Council  does  the    better  !      Do  not    misunderstand  me,    or 
think    that    I    wish   to    minimise   the   grand   roll   of  achievements, 
of  which   I  have  just  this  moment  made  some  slight   mention.      I 
think  that  we  want  to  pause  a  little   and  consider  this,  and  I  trust 
it  may  be  given  me  to  express  to  you  what  I  mean.    You  all  know 
how  much  stress  we  lay    on   unity,  on    the  federating    of  societies 
already  doing    great  and    noble  work.      To    my  mind,  the    Local  ^ 
Council  is  just  a  sort  of  associated  charities;   it  js  an  organization 
composed  of  numerous  parts,  each  performing  its  own  functions,  and 
by  its  action  making  up  the  complete   and  harmonious  life  of   the 
vvhole.      In  a  small    Council    some  definite    piece  of  work,  as  we 
have  seen  to  be  the  case,  has   occupied   well  and  wisely  the  atten- 
tion of  the   members — but  I  want    you  to    consider  whether    it  is 
essential  that  such  a  Council  should  always  be  carrying  out  such  a 
work,  or  whether,  because  it  is  not  doing    so,  it  must    be  looked 
upon  as  being  in  a  moribund  and    hopeless  condition,      i  ^o  so  tar 
as  to  say  that  a  Council  may,  for  a  long,  period,  be  doing  no  active 
work  whatever,  and  yet,  if  prepared  to  act  as  a  united  body  when 
called  upon,  be  performing  the  very  end  and  object  of  its  existence. 
It  is  this  thought  which  keeps  me  at  times   from   being  depressed 
at   what  I  hear  of  Local  Councils.      When  we  look  out  at  the  far- 
reaching  purposes  of  our  work,  then  comfort  and  hope  returns.    It 
is  not  what    we  do,  but   what   we   are,    that   matters.      We    have 
difficulties   to   face,  and  if  we  are    keen  and  eager  for  results,  we 
shall  not  surmount  them. 

Each  member  of  a  Local  Council  is  a  woman  deeply  interested 
in  some  special  society, — it  may  be  temperance,  it  may  be  social 
purity,  or  education,  or  art — we  do  not  want  her  to  give  up  that 
work  for  "  Council  work"  ;  we  want  her  to  bring  her  enthusiasm, 
and  her  devotion,  and  her  intimate  acquaintance  with  her  own 
work  into  the  Council  and  let  others  share  in  her  feelings,  and  her 
knowledge,  and  her  love  for  her  cause.  The  united  force  of  all 
that  earnestness  of  purpose  must  tell  somewhere. 

It  is  often  said — what  are  we  to  do  to  interest  our  federated 
societies  ?.  This  question  can  only  be  solved  by  giving  wide  op- 
portunities for  each  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  work  of 
the  other,  and  this  can  be  done  by  a  fuller  understanding  of  our 
principles,  by  giving  time  for  more  intimate  acquaintance  at  our 
Council  meetings,  and  by  mutual  patience  and  forbearance.      We 
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should  not  stop  at  that,  however,  we  should  also  see  that  our 
friendship  reaches  out  to  the  federated  societies  themselves.  We 
are  apt  to  ignore  them  and  ask  only  their  co-operation.  We  have 
to  come  back  over  and  over  again  to  the  lesson  of  the  bundle  of 
sticks,  which  are  singly  but  as  a  piece  of  rotten  timber,  but  bound 
together,  can  withstand  the  force  of  giants.  So  it  is  with  us,  as 
we  bind  about  us  chains  which  hold  us  together  from  town  to  city, 
from  city  to  province,  from  province  to  dominion  and  continent, 
until  the  whole  world  feels  the  power  of  these  chains.  Chains  ? 
you  say.  Do  we  mean  to  fetter  and  hamper  our  members  ?  I 
trust  not, — our  chains  are  as  silken  cords  ;  our  aims  are,  first  of 
all,  ideal  ones,  and  we  come  back  and  back  again  to  them  in  the 
Golden  Rule,  the  rule  of  love,  individually,  locally,  nationally,  inter- 
nationally. We  must  strive  to  live,  each  and  all,  in  the  spirit  of  our 
motto,  and  if,  by  our  existence,  even  one  is  lifted  here  and  there 
on  to  a  higher  plane,  and  learns  to  see  the  beauty  of  this  bond  of 
sisterhood  which  we  are  striving  to  bring  about,  then  our  Council 
will  not  have  lived  in  vain. 

Far  beyond  the  accomplishment  of  mere  human  ends  is  it  to 
"  learn  through  tears  and  much  pain,  that  holiness  is  an  infinite 
compassion  for  others  ;  that  greatness  is  to  take  the  common 
things  of  life  and  walk  truly  among  them  ;  that  happiness  is  a 
great  love  and  muck  serving^ 

Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon,  said  that  this  was  indeed  a  vital 
question,  and  hoped  that  a  helpful  discussion  would  follow  the 
reading  of  these  valuable  papers. 

The  Recording  Secretary  said  that  as  an  Officer  of  the 
National  and  of  a  Local  Council,  and  having  been  such  since  their 
commencement,  she  was  in  a  position  to  see  both  sides  of  the 
question.  It  had  been  said  to  her  by  members  of  the  federated 
societies,  "what  good  does  it  do  us  to  become  affiliated  with  the 
Council  at  all  ?"  There  may  be  some  present  who  were  not  able 
to  introduce  big  schemes,  and  perhaps  encountered  great  difficulty 
in  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  their  Local  Council  ;  but  she 
could  speak  with  perfect  sincerity  in  saying  that  no  Council  had 
more  uphill  work  at  the  beginning  than  that  which  she  represented. 
It  began  with  great  enthusiasm  and  a  roll-call  of  thirty-six  feder- 
ated societies.  But  in  two  weeks  these  had  dropped  down  to 
eighteen  small  societies.  However,  the  tide  had  turned,  and  of 
these  societies  which  withdrew,  five  had  asked  to  come  back 
of  their  own  accord.  The  great  point  was  to  arouse  the  interest 
of  the  different  bodies  and  to  show  them  that  the  Council  was  of 
some  use  to  them.      The  President  and    the   Executive    might  find 
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means  to  impress  upon  the  federated  societies  the  fact  that  it  was 
to  their  interests  to  become  connected  with  the  Council.  She  re- 
membered one  case  in  which  a  sjciety  drew  away  from  the  Council 
and  suddenly  became  interested  in  a  subject  which  the  Council  had 
under  consideration.  It  happened,  however,  that  the  member  of 
that  society  interested  in  this  subject  to  a  greater  degree  than  in 
any  other,  was  most  opposed  to  the  Council.  She  had  finally  to 
ask  for  assistance  from  the  Council,  which  it  readily  granted,  and 
now  this  lady  is  working  wonders  in  endeavouring  to  bring  other 
societies  into  affiliation  with  the  Council,  and  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary believed  that  she  would  succeed. 

In  reply,  Miss  Perrin  asked  about  the  short  talks  on  home 
subjects  referred  to. 

Mrs.  Cummings  stated  that  in  Toronto  they  were  held  inde- 
pendently of  the  Council  meetings.  There  was  a  Committee  to  ar- 
range plans  and  details  for  the  conferences.  The  best  time  for 
these  talks  was  in  the  afternoon,  although  sometimes  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  be  held  in  the  evening.  The  meetings  were  abso- 
lutely free  and  were  held  in  the  Normal  School  hall,  for  which 
there  was  no  charge  ;  they  were  invariably  advertised  and  always 
well  attended.  A  common  difficulty  experienced  was  that  the  rank  Q) 
and  file  of  the  federated  societies  were  not  interested,  but  the  main 
object  was  to  show  them  that  there  was  a  bond  of  union  between 
them  and  the  Council,  and  some  effort  should  be  put  forth  to  make 
this  fact  apparent,  if  it  only  consisted  in  the  exchange  o'i  greetings. 

Mrs.  Leigh,  Toronto,  said  she  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
societies  which  withdrew  from  the  Council,  but  she  succeeded  in 
causing  its  return  and  would  strive  to  bring  others  back.  She  was 
very  enthusiastic  in  the  work. 

Mrs.  Stocks,  Nelson,  said  she  had  a  vivid  recollection  of  the 
organization  of  the  Local  Council  in  Nelson,  which  was  one  of  the 
baby  societies,  having  only  been  organized  a  couple  of  years  ago. 
She  remembered  quite  well  July  21st  1898,  when  Nelson  was  com- 
pletely alive  with  enthusiasm.  The  occasion  was  the  visit  of 
Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen,  and  those  who  had  ever  been  present  at 
a  mining  town  during  the  celebration  of  some  national  occurrence 
could  comprehend  to  what  extent  the  excitement  existed  in  Nelson 
on  that  day.  The  Hospital  Aid  Society  tendered  Their  Excellencies 
a  reception  and  Lady  Aberdeen  immediately  plunged  into  the 
subject  of  Women's  Councils  and  demonstrated  to  the  large  number 
of  women  present  the  necessity  of  united  effort  for  the  betterment 
of  the  country.      It  was  not  alone  the  winsomeness  of  her  manner, 
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but  the  solidity  of  the  subject  which  took  captive  the  interest  ot  her 
auditors,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  new  Council  was  organized,  and 
their  Executive  adopted  a  constitution  recommended  by  the 
National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada.  Thus  in  one  afternoon, 
a  new  organization  was  brought  into  existence  w'ith  a  constitution 
of  which  they  were  entirely  ignorant.  They  decided,  however,  to 
counteract  this  little  difficulty,  and  an  Executive  Committee  was 
held  to  master  their  constitution.  Among  those  present  at  this 
meeting  was  a  lady  who  had  been  a  member  of  various  organiza- 
tions and  who,  being  under  the  impression  that  she  knew  all  rules 
of  procedure,  volunteered  considerable  adverse  criticism.  This, 
however,  only  spurred  the  members  on,  and  finally  the  constitution 
was  mastered  and  the  details  of  organization  completed.  When 
the  first  annual  meeting  was  held  they  had  eight  affiliated  societies 
and  two  more  were  added  during  the  second  year.  Thus  in  a 
small  way,  interest  was  stimulated  in  the  Council  in  Nelson.  The 
first  great  question  had  been  to  incite  general  interest  in  the 
Council,  and  it  was  commenced  by  the  inauguration  of  a  library. 
This  was  certainly  a  necessary  institution  in  Nelson,  as  a  large 
number  of  the  men  having  no  other  places  to  resort  to,  frequented 
the  saloon.  The  library  was  initiated  on  a  small  scale,  but  never- 
theless, immediately  upon  its  opening,  the  reading  room  was  filled. 
Since  then  larger  premises  have  been  secured,  and  three  officers  of 
the  Executive  were  chosen  to  consult  the  City  Council  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  the  appointment  of  an  advisory  board  to  assume 
charge  of  the  library.  A  meeting  of  afliiliated  societies  was  called 
and  all  were  asked  to  assist  in  canvassing  for  the  required  amount  o( 
$1,000.00.  This  increased  the  general  interest  and  it  was  decided 
that  those  contributors  who  donated  more  than  $10.00  should  be- 
come members  of  the  Library  Board  of  Directors.  The  City  Council 
had  asked  the  Women's  Council  to  appoint  five  of  their  members 
to  the  Board  of  Directors.  Thus  success  attended  the  effort  of 
the  Women's  Council  in  this  field  of  work.  It  was  decided  that 
the  meeting  of  the  organizations  affiliated  wnth  the  Council  should 
be  held  quarterly.  Lady  Aberdeen  said  that  it  was  not  necessary 
for  a  monthly  meeting  to  be  held,  unless  some  important  subjects 
came  up  which  required  urgent  consideration. 

Mrs,  Hill,  New  Westminster,  asserted  that  they  were  the 
baby  organization  of  the  Province,  for  their  Council  was  organized 
immediately  after  the  fire  which  almost  wiped  out  their  beautiful 
city.  In  fact,  the  glare  of  the  conflagration  had  not  died  away, 
when  members  of  the  Vancouver  Council  came  over  and  founded 
the  organization.  The  first  question  the  President  of  the  Van- 
couver society  asked  was,  "What  work    will  you  take  up?     The 
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W.  C.  T.  U.  had  been  directing-  the  hospital  since  1895,  receiving- 
from  the  Government  the  assistance  of  a  g-rant.  The  Council  took 
it  over  fully  equipped,  but  the  Government  chang-ed,  and  the  g-rant 
snapped.  The  Council  and  affiliated  societies,  to  the  number  of 
thirteen,  banded  tog^ether  and  determined  to  have  an  up-to-date 
operating-  table  for  the  hospital.  This  effort  was  successful,  and 
now  the  hospital  has  one  of  the  best  in  the  Province.  Cases  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  are  treated  in  this  institution,  which  is  sup- 
ported to  some  extent  by  sales,  entertainments  and  collections. 
This  year  the  sum  of  $300.00  was  collected.  This  is  the  only 
hospital  on  the  mainland  which  takes  maternity  cases.  There  are 
also  a  number  of  charity  patients.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  how- 
ever, that  unless  the  Government  assists  with  g-rants  this  charity 
will  have  to  close  down.  The  Government  was  interviewed  this 
morning-  and  they  promised  to  take  the  Council's  request  into 
favorable  consideration. 

Mrs.  McLagax,  Vancouver,  said  that  Mrs.  Hill  was  too 
modest,  and  in  speaking-  of  the  Council's  work  did  not  mention 
that  she  was  the  first  lady  school  trustee  to  be  elected  on  the 
mainland,  having  been  returned  in  less  than  one  year  after  the 
org-anization  of  the  Council.  As  regards  the  question  of  stimulat- 
ing- interest  in  Council  work  among-  affiliated  societies,  g-eneral 
meeting-s  must  necessarily  be  held.  The  main  point  was  to  incsease 
the  interest  of  the  org-anizations,  and  by  holding  these  meetings 
this  might  be  done. 

Mrs.  Maitland  Dougall,  Victoria,  inquired  if  any  of  the 
Circles  of  the  King's  Daughters  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince could  affiliate  with  Councils  in  other  parts  ? 

Miss  Perrin,  Victoria,  explained  that  their  Council  was  re- 
presentative of  the  whole  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  that  until 
another  was  formed,  the  King's  Daughters  in  other  parts  of  the 
Island  could  affiliate  with  the  Vancouver  Council. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  said  she  belonged  to  one  of  the 
affiliated  societies  of  the  National  Council,  which  had  been  so  con- 
nected since  its  organization,  the  founder  being  very  desirous  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  National  Council  work.  Other  societies  j 
might  not  become  affiliated  with  the  Council  because  they  were 
antagonistic  to  it.  Stimulating  interest  in  these  societies,  as  well 
as  drawing  them  to  the  Council  required  tact,  and  the  speaker 
believed  that  "by  going  backward  they  sometimes  could  go  a 
little  forward."  (Laughter.)  In  this  work  it  might  at  times  be 
necessary  to  keep   the    National   Council    somewhat  in    the  back- 
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ground  ;  again  there  were  places  where  the  Council's  work  was 
not  known,  because  the  newspaper  accounts  were  not  read.  The 
papers  publishing  them  reached  a  great  many  of  these  districts, 
but  it  was  certainly  much  easier  for  people  to  say  that  they  did 
not  approve  of  the  Council  than  to  read  about  it.  (Applause.) 
These  organizations  should  be  gradually  drawn  toward  the  Council, 
and,  by  the  demonstration  of  a  little  tact,  they  would  become  con- 
nected with  the  latter  body  almost  before  they  were  aware  of  it. 
(Applause.)  It  might  prove  advantageous  to  the  Local  Councils 
at  times  to  volunteer  assistance  to  the  societies  and  thus  inaug- 
urate a  bond  a  union  between  them.  The  speaker  was  a  member 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  Ontario,  which  was  affiliated  with  the 
Local  Council  ;  their  deliberations  were  not  interfered  with  by 
the  Council,  and  yet  the  members  realized  the  value  of  unity, 
strength  and  weight  gained  by  affiliation.  In  so  working,  they 
were  putting  into  practice  what  the  National  Council  preached^ 
(Applause.) 

Mrs.  Murray,  Brandon,  also  referred  to  the  great  difficulty 
encountered  of  interesting  affiliated  societies.  It  was  the  same 
old  story — what  good  does  it  do  us  to  belong  to  the  National 
Council?  They  forgot  that  the  Council  was  not  a  distinct  organiza- 
tion, but  was  composed  of  societies  federated  together.  She  was  a 
member  of  a  W.C.T.U.  and  several  church  organizations,  some  of 
which  had  endeavored  to  undertake  a  great  work,  but  without  the 
assistance  of  the  Council.  They  met  with  failure.  When  the  help 
of  the  Council  was  given  them,  success  ensued.  The  speaker 
hoped  to  get  more  people  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Council  and 
favored  Mrs.  McLagan's  sentiments,  but  the  grand  question  was  : 
"how  to  do  it?" 

Miss  Perrin,  Victoria,  also  spoke  along  similar  lines,  point- 
ing out  that  the  difficulty  was  to  excite  interest  in  the  Council  work 
among,  not  only  federated  societies,  but  the  general  public  as  well. 
She  suggested  that  a  meeting  be  called,  to  discuss  the  work  of  the 
National  Council,  on  Monday  evening,  when  they  would  have  with 
them  such  a  bold  champion  as  Miss   FitzGibbon  had  proved  to  be. 

Miss  FitzGibbon  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  She  said  that  a 
dear  friend  once  was  present  at  a  gathering  which  she  addressed, 
and  wrote  to  her  relatives  afterwards,  that  she  spoke  very  well, 
and  was  not  at  all  "bold."      (Great  laughter.) 

Miss  Perrin,  Victoria,  amid  renewed  laughter,  withdrew  the 
term    '  bold,'  and  substituted  that  of  'warm.' 
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Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  sugfg-ested  that  a  hearty  invitation 
be  extended  to  all  members  of  affiliated  societies  and  the  public  in 
gfeneral  to  attend  this  meetinjj^. 

It  was  finally  moved  by  Mrs.  Cochrane,  King-ston,  and 
seconded  b}'  Mrs.  Phipps,  representing-  Regina,  that  there  be  added 
to  the  agenda  a  public  meeting-  to  explain  the  aims  and  objects  of 
the  National  Council,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President,  who 
was  absent. 

Miss  Perrin  explained  that  there  was  a  Local  Committee  to 
arrange  for  public  meetings,  and  asked  that  they  take  the  matter 
in  hand. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


FRIDAY,  JULY  27th. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

The  Council  re-assembled  in  St.  Andrew's  lecture  hall  at  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  President  was  ag-ain  in  the  Chair. 

After  a  few  introductory  remarks  from  Lady  Taylor,  she 
called  for  a  paper  by  Mrs.  Hoodless,  Hamilton,  which  was  read 
by  Miss  Crease,  Victoria. 

AGRICULTURE  FOR  WOMEN  AND  THE    MARKETING 
OF  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS. 


When  I  accepted  the  invitation  to  prepare  a  paper  on  agricul- 
ture for  women,  I  earnestly  hoped  to  present  the  subject  in  person 
and  to  emphasize  many  of  the  points  necessarily  curtailed  in  a 
paper.  Were  it  not  for  the  hope  of  visiting  our  Western  Provinces 
in  the  near  future,  when  I  trust  it  may  be  my  privilege  to  meet 
some  of  the  workers,  I  should  feel  the  disappointment  much  more 
keenly. 

For  some  years  the  question  of  economics  and  woman's  edu- 
cation, with  her  place  in  the  industrial  world,  has  interested  me 
intensely.  From  making  observations  when  travelling-  in  other 
countries,  and,  as  an  officer  of  the  National  Council,  through 
Canada  ;   after  hearing  the  various   employments  for   women  dis- 
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cussed  at  our  annual  meetings  ;  learning  of  the  over-crowded  con- 
dition of  certain  avenues  of  employment,  it  seemed  to  me  that  as 
an  organization  of  women  anxious  to  promote  the  national  wel- 
fare, we  were  overlooking  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
national  prosperity  when  we  failed  to  recognize  woman's  place  in 
agriculture. 

J  In  no  phase  of  life  is  woman's  influence  more  powerful  or  far- 

/      reaching  than  in  the  rural  districts,  v^here  the  home  has  to  fill  the 

\        place  of  the  various   institutes,  clubs  and  societies,    which  add  so 

\       much  to  the   attractiveness   of  city   life.      Therefore,  whatever  in- 

fluences  can    be   brought   to   bear   upon    social    conditions   in   the 

country  which  will  counteract  the  attractions  of  the  city  are  worthy 

of  consideration. 

The  first  step  in  this  direction  is  to  arouse  an  interest  in  more 
scientific  methods  oi  agriculture.      It   is   a   well    known    fact   that 
scientific  knowledge  increases  interest  in  occupation.       Where  can 
be  found  a  greater  field  for  the  application  of  scientific  principles 
than    in    the    various    departments   of    agriculture  ?     Hitherto    the 
'      Farmers'  Institutes,  Experimental  Farms  and  Agricultural  Colleges 
I      have  endeavored  to   meet   the   increasing   demand   for    knowledge 
among  men  ;   but  in  formulating  plans  for  agricultural  development, 
'       the  authorities  evidently  intended  that  all   farmers  should  be  celi- 
bates.     No  provision  whatever  has  been  made  for  the  education  of 
the  farmers'  wives  and    daughters.      It   is   a   well  known   proverb 
that  "  a  house  divided   against   itself  cannot   stand,"    therefore   a 
scientific  farmer  with  a  wife  who  cannot  rise  above  the  mechanical 
routine  and  drudgery  of  farm  life  is  sadly  handicapped. 

There  are  many  features  of  agriculture,  sometimes  erroneously 
called  "  adjuncts  of  agriculture  ",  for  which  women  are  not  only 
fitted,  but  in  which  they  have  proved  the  equal  of  men  in  practical 
results.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  dairying,  poultry-raising, 
bee-keeping,  care  of  young  stock,  horticulture  and  green-house 
management,  fruit-farming,  entomology  and  bacteriology.  These 
are  some  of  the  departments  in  which  the  woman  should  demand 
equal  facilities  for  scientific  training  with  the  man,  whether  she  does 
the  work  herself,  or  has  to  direct  others  ;  she  must  have  definite 
knowledge  if  she  is  to  succeed.  In  addition  to  these  practical 
matters,  with  which  women  on  the  farm  frequently  have  to  deal, 
she  should  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Domestic  Science,  so 
that  at  least  as  much  attention  may  be  given  to  the  dietetics  of  the 
family  as  is  given  to  the  animals  on  the  farm.  As  Herbert  Spencer 
said,  "Every  farmer  has  some  knowledge  of  the  fattening  qualities 
of  oil-cake  and  the  relative  value  of  hay  and    chopped   clover,  but 
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what  proportion  of  them  know  much  about  the  qualities  of  the  food 
they  g'ive  their  children,  and  its  fitness  to  the  constitutional  needs 
of  growing"  boys  and  g'irls."  Therefore  if  scientific  knowledg^e  is 
valuable  in  the  feeding  of  animals,  is  it  not  infinitely  more  valuable 
for  the  house-keeper  to  apply  such  knowledge  to  the  preparation 
of  food  for  the  family  ? 

Up  to  the  present  time,  woman's  work  on  the  farm  has  been 
conducted  on  primitive  lines — at  least,  in  many  places.  One  fre- 
quently finds  the  farm  outbuildings  equipped  with  all  modern 
contrivances  for  minimising  labor,  while  old  fashioned  churns, 
inconvenient  kitchens,  unsanitary  surroundings,  fuel  and  water  in 
out-of-the-way  places,  are  considered  good  enough  for  the  house- 
wife. Until  women  assert  themselves  and  demand  equal  consider- 
ation for  their  interest,  rural  communities  will  continue  to  send 
their  bright  girls  into  the  city,  where  the  boys  are  sure  to  follow. 
The  home-maker  is  the  greatest  social  power  in  existence,  and 
unless  she  is  made  conscious  ot  her  responsibility  and  influence  by 
awakening  the  intellect,  so  as  to  adapt  the  means  to  an  end,  little 
progress  can  be  made  in  the  development  of  our  agricultural  in- 
dustries, where  the  home  training  is  such  an  important  factor. 

Three  years  ago  a  number  of  bright  farmers'  wives  in  the 
County  of  Wentworth  determined  to  arouse  a  more  intelligent  in- 
terest in  woman's  work  on  the  farm.  They  organized  a  Woman's 
Institute  to  do  for  women  what  the  Farmers'  Institutes  were  trying 
to  do  for  men.  For  further  information  concerning  the  Institute, 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to  page  217  of  the  Verbatim  Report  for  1899. 
At  the  end  of  three  years,  through  the  influence  of  the  various  dis 
cussions  and  from  the  effect  of  a  broader  out-look,  the  members  of 
the  Institute  decided  to  memorialize  the  Ontario  Government  to 
provide  a  woman's  department  at  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College, 
where  farmers'  daughters  may  receive  a  scientific  education  which 
will  make  them  worthy  helpmates  of  the  scientific  farmer.  They 
have  become  conscious  of  their  needs,  and  you  may  rest  assured 
when  women's  interests  are  aroused  they  will  proceed  to  get  what 
they  want.  Dr.  Mills,  President  of  the  Ontario  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  movement.  The  Government 
has  been  so  impressed  with  the  value  of  Woman's  Institutes  that 
they  now  offer  the  same  money  grant  for  their  maintenance  as  for 
Farmers'   Institutes. 

The  7}ecd  now,  is  for  teachers,  who  will  give,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  these  Institutes,  practical  instruction  in  dairying;  feeding 
and  preparing  poultry  for  market  ;  assisting  in  packing  eggs  and 
fruit  ;  destroying  insects  and  fertilizing  soil  for  flower  and  garden 
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purposes  ;  domestic  science  and  hygiene.  Lectures  and  talks  are 
very  well  at  first  to  arouse  interest,  but  when  the  interest  is 
aroused  the  practical  teacher  must  follow.  Hence  the  demand  for 
a  scientific  training-  at  the  Agricultural  College. 

When  in  England  last  summer,  I  was  much  impressed  with 
two  facts.  1st. — The  wretched  condition  in  which  Canadian  pro- 
ducts were  placed  upon  the  markets.  2nd. — The  active  interest 
taken  in  agriculture  by  the  thoughtful  women  of  the  country.  In 
looking  through  the  markets  I  noticed,  on  conspicuous  bulletin 
boards  such  announcements  as  Danish  Butter per  lb.  Nor- 
mandy Butter.  .  .  .Irish  Eggs,  etc.,  but  only  in  the  cheese  markets 
did  I  find  the  name  of  Canada.  Is  this  right  ?  I  was  told  that 
between  forty  and  fifty  million  dollars  worth  of  butter  was  brought 
into  England  from  Denmark  alone  last  year  ;  and  somewhere  be- 
tween two  and  three  million  dollars  worth  from  Canada.  Upon 
making  enquiries  I  was  informed  that,  "while  some  of  the  Canadian 
butter  is  A  1,  much  of  it  is  so  inferior  as  to  damage  the  market  for 
all.  Therefore  sharp  dealers  who  secure  the  first-class  article 
label  it  Irish  or  Danish  butter  so  as  to  get  a  better  price."  Now, 
why  is  this?  In  Denmark,  the  women  know  how  to  make  butter 
according  to  standard  test  ;  while  the  greater  part  of  the  industry 
is  carried  on  in  co-operative  dairies,  the  individual  butter-makers 
may  send  in  their  lot  when  it  meets  the  necessary  test.  What  we 
need  in  Canada  is,  first  to  establish  a  uniform  standard  of  quality, 
with  teachers  to  instruct  men  and  women  how  to  make  butter  so 
as  to  meet  the  requirements.  Then  with  our  cold  storage  and  fast 
steamers,  Canada  may  soon  send  one  hundred  million  dollars  worth 
of  butter  to  England  annually,  where  it  will  be  gladly  received,  if 
the  quality  is  right. 

Another  industry  in  which  women   may  participate  is  poultry 
raising  and  egg  packing.      I   saw  an   exhibition   of  food    products, 
displayed  by  the  different  countries  from  which  England  draws  her 

supplies.     "  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,"  but  the  Canadian  exhibit  was 

not  the  best.  The  eggs  were  of  all  sizes  and  colors.  The  poultry 
was  hanging  its  head  in  confusion  and  the  butter  was  not  choice. 
An  expert  from  Denmark  was  giving  an  example  of  packing  eggs. 
The  large  white  ones  were  packed  in  a  certain  way  by  themselves, 
the  brown,  ditto  ;  then  the  next  size  were  sorted  evenly,  colors 
separate  ;  finally  the  small  ones.  The  price  paid  for  the  very  large 
eggs  was  so  high  that  a  good  average  was  struck  for  all,  while 
on  the  other  hand  when  mixed  and  carelessly  packed,  the  price  of 
the  small  eggs  was  paid.  The  advantage  of  proper  packing  is 
obvious.  A  regular  system  of  sorting  and  packing  eggs  is  neces- 
sary to  assure  satisfactory  returns  ;   the   same   with   poultry.      By 
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way  of  illustration  I  found  that  chickens  with  white  legs  would 
fetch  sixpence  or  a  shilling  more  than  black  legged  fowl  in  the 
markets.  Now  these  are  questions  which  mean  a  great  deal  in 
financial  considerations,  and  that  is  where  the  interest  lies  after  all. 

In  Ireland  a  system  of  district  collecting  has  been  established 
with  marked  success.  A  collector  makes  the  round  twice  a  week 
collecting  butter,  eggs  and  poultry,  which  he  ships  direct  to  Lon- 
don. Each  farmer,  or  pciultry  keeper,  has  a  number,  or  stamp 
which  is  put  on  every  article  sent  out.  Consequently,  if  the  eggs 
are  bad,  or  the  butter  not  up  to  the  standard,  the  inferior  article  is 
traced  directly  to  the  producer  without  injuring  the  sale  of  the 
others.  Fancy  what  it  would  mean  to  the  women  of  Canada,  es- 
pecially in  the  more  remote  districts,  if  their  produce  could  be 
marketed  in  this  way  and  if  arrangements  could  be  made  for  ship- 
ping to  the  large  centres  or  to  England?  Organization  is  an  es- 
sential fore-runner  of  education  as  proved  by  the  Women's  Insti- 
stitute.  Let  the  women  organize  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  their 
condition  in  the  country,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  they  can  do  more 
to  popularize  agriculture  than  any  other  influence.  For  a  further 
study  of  this  question  let  me  commend  to  you  the  addresses  of  Dr. 
Mills  and  Professor  Robertson,  who  are  two  of  our  representative 
authorities  and  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  this  movement, — 
which  you  will  find  on  pages  196  and  200  of  the  Verbatim  Report 
for  1899. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  give  you  the  curriculum  of  an  Agricultural 
School  for  Women  in  Belgium  as  an  example  of  what  we  should 
strive  for  in  Canada,  viz  : — "Religion  and  Morals,  Arithmetic. 
Composition,  Elements  of  Natural  History,  of  Agriculture,  of 
Kitchen  and  Flower  Gardening;  the  Care  of  Animals,  Dairy  Work, 
Domestic  Science,  Sewing  and  Cutting-out,  the  Elements  of 
Pedagogy  and  Hygiene,  and  a  grounding  in  Commerce  and  Book- 
keeping. A  model  farm  is  connected  with  the  school  where  an 
orchard,  fruit  and  kitchen  garden,  an  apiary  and  machinery  of  all 
kinds  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  students. 

Similar  institutions  are  being  established  in  England.  Are 
we,  in  this  greatest  of  all  agricultural  countries,  to  cling  to  mediae- 
val traditions  and  ignore  the  scientific  education  of  women  in 
agriculture  ?  Surely  the  National  Council  of  Women  will  rise  to 
the  occasion  and  demand  women's  rights  on  these  lines. 

Following  the  above,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  read  the 
following  treatise,  which  had  been  prepared  by  Mrs.  Bayfield, 
Charlottetown  : 
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AGRICULTURAL    EMPLOYMENTS    FOR    WOMEN. 


Each  succeeding-  year  shows  us  more  clearly  the  need  of  some 
"out-of-doors"  employment  for  women.  The  strug-g-le  for  a 
teacher's  license,  too  often  followed  by  the  disappointment  of  find- 
ing no  one  to  teach,  or  the  life  as  clerks  in  shops  or  offices,  is  not 
raising  the  standard  of  health  among  us.  Perhaps  we  have  some- 
times mistaken  mental  gymnastics  for  education.  At  any  rate  we 
have  developed  some  faculties  at  the  expense  of  others,  and  our 
own  beautifully  complex  organization  has  suffered  in  consequence. 

In  medical  circles  we  hear  the  constant  complaint  that  Cana- 
dian women  are  steadily  becoming  less  able  to  bear  the  strain  of 
married  life  ;  and  the  remark  that  working--women  are  not  good 
home-makers  ;  they  are  worn  out  before  they  get  to  that. 

Our  American  sisters  have  shown  us  what  a  success  can  be 
made  of  violet  farming  ;  but,  though  we  can  grow  violets  in 
Canada,  it  needs  New  York  or  Boston  to  find  a  market  for  them  ; 
and  I  have  not  heard  of  anyone  attempting-  it  elsewhere  than  in 
that  vicinity. 

Farming,  as  it  exists  in  our  Eastern  Provinces,  is  hardly  suit- 
ed to  the  average  woman.  I  knew  one  lady,  left  a  widow  in  early 
life,  who  continued  the  farm  just  as  her  husband  had  left  il,  sent 
her  sons  to  college  and  made  both  ends  meet.  But  the  difficul- 
ties are  too  great  to  make  farming  a  profitable  investment  here. 

Fruit  growing  and  horticulture  are  quite  different  matters  ; 
and  I  hope  before  long  that  our  women  will  see  what  great  possibili- 
ties they  open,  both  to  the  woman,  who,  living  at  home,  wishes  to 
increase  her  income,  and  to  her  who  wishes  to  embrace  it  as  a  pro- 
fession and  is  willing  to  invest  money  in  it.  Cold  storage  is  now 
bringing  the  markets  of  the  whole  world,  as  it  were,  close  to  us  ; 
and  it  is  an  established  fact  that  we  can  grow  many  kinds  of  fruit 
in  Canada  to  absolute  perfection.  The  apples  and  plums  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces  and  Ontario  are  second  to  none,  and  in  the 
harvesting  and  packing  of  these  fruits  alone,  many  women  will 
find  employment.  The  demand,  in  the  Annapolis  Valley  (where 
so  much  fruit  is  grown)  is  now  ^ov  lady  pickers  ;  as  it  is  found  that 
children  and  uneducated  women  cannot  be  trusted  to  handle  the 
fruit  for  the  English  market.  Of  course  this  work  only  lasts  for  a 
few  weeks  each  year,  but  what  a  rest  and  refreshment  it  would  be 
to  many  of  our  city  women,  who  could  so  spend  a  profitable 
holiday. 
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The  woman  who  wishes  to  plant  an  orchard  for  herself  can 
have  all  the  information  she  needs  from  the  Fruit  Growers' 
Association,  by  writing  to  the  Secretary,  T.  Woolverton,  Esq., 
Grimsbv,  Ontario,  and  the  kind  of  trees  best  suited  to  her  location 
can  be  obtained  frorn  any  nursery.  I  do  not  know  if  any  women 
belong-  to  our  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  but  no  doubt  they  would 
be  welcome  if  they  wish  to  join.  There  is  one  department  of 
fruit-ijrovving  that  is  particularly  useful  to  women  living  at  home, 
who  perhaps  already  have  a  garden.  I  mean  the  cultivation  of 
small  fruit  for  the  local  market.  Strawberries  always  sell.  The 
plough  will  do  the  cultivation,  if  your  ground  is  large  enough  to 
admit  its  use,  and  the  fruit  can  now  be  sent  to  England  and  the 
United  States  in  cold  storage.  But  I  am  thinking  of  those  fruits 
and  vegetables  that  can,  in  any  town,  be  disposed  of  through  the 
local  grocer. 

For  rhubarb  and  asparagus  there  is  an  unlimited  demand;  and 
they  are  grown  with  so  little  trouble.  Once  the  beds  are  made, 
they  last  for  years.  Needless  to  say  they  must  be  well  made,  and 
no  one  need  expect  to  grow  anything  without  making  a  study  of  it 
and  knowing  all  there  is  to  know  about  it.  Garden  raspberries, 
particularly  white  raspberries,  alway  bring  a  good  price,  if  they 
can  be  sent  in  good  condition  ;  but  they  are  more  difficult  to 
transport  than  any  other  fruit.  Currants  and  gooseberries  are 
easily  grown,  but  not  so  easily  disposed  of. 

Some  women  with  large  gardens  find  jam-making  a  profitable 
employment.  I  know  ladies  in  Montreal,  who  get  all  their 
preserves  from  a  lady  in  one  of  the  New  England  States,  and  they 
prefer  to  pay  a  little  more  for  it,  because  it  is  so  good.  There 
will  always  be  a  demand  for  home-made  preserves  just  for  that 
reason  ;  and  many  a  dainty  housekeeper  might  take  advantage  of 
it,  if  she  can  settle  the  question  of  "pots."  They  cost  almost  as 
much  as  the  jam  is  worth,  if  bought  retail  ;  but  anyone  who  can 
buy  wholesale  from  a  glass  factory,  or  have  the  fruit  put  up  in  tins 
close  to  her  home,  will  probably  find  it  pay. 

In  Floriculture,  there  are  the  seed  farms,  the  raising  of  seed- 
lings for  sale  and  the  sale  of  cut  flowers  ;  together  with  what  in 
large  cities,  is  a  profession  in  itself, — I  mean  the  arranging  of  cut 
flowers  for  sale.  At  most  of  the  great  florists,  this  is  done  entirely 
by  women,  and  those  who  excel  in  it,  get  excellent  salaries.  The 
subject  is  so  wide  and  varied,  that  one  can  only  glance  at  it  in  a 
five  minute  paper.  Any  woman  wishing  to  take  up  any  branch  of 
Horticulture  or  Orcharding  as  a  profession,  will  find  it  wise  to  take 
a  course  at  some  of  the  Colleges,  or  Experimental  Stations  devoted 
to  the  subject. 
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One  word  in  conclusion.  If,  to  your  garden,  you  will  add  a 
few  beehives,  you  will  find  an  easily  made  addition  to  your  income. 
Honey  always  sells.  The  bees  do  the  work,  not  you  ;  and  when 
once  you  get  accustomed  to  them,  they  really  are  amiable 
creatures. 

Supplementing  the  paper,  the  reader  remarked  that  women 
were  often  heard  to  say  that  farming  did  not  pay.  She  might 
state,  for  the  benefit  of  any  who  entertained  such  ideas,  that  in 
Prince  Edward  Island  there  were  over  one  thousand  women  who 
owned  farms  and  worked  them  (applause)— ot  course  with  the  help 
of  men,  but  they  managed  them^and  more — they  made  them  pay. 
(Renewed  applause.) 

This  was  followed  by  a  short  and  amusing  paper  by  Miss 
Priddis,  London,  which  was  read   by  Miss  Alice  Wilson,  Toronto. 


"A    PENNY   SAVED    IS    A    PENNY   GAINED." 


When  I  decided  to  prepare  a  five  minutes'  paper  on  the  inter- 
esting subject  of  women  as  cultivators  of  land,  I  applied  to  a  num- 
ber of  practical  farmers,  men  and  women,  for  statistics  and  advice. 
The  statistics  proved  that  Western  Ontario,  with  its  fertile  virgin 
soil,  its  delightful  climate  and  ready  access  to  market,  is  not  only 
a  possible,  but  a  desirable  field  for  women's  success  in  agriculture. 
The  advice  as  to  the  best  way  to  make  money  in  farming  came 
from  one  and  all,  without  a  single  exception—"  Save  it!'  While 
it  is  true  in  every  business  that  "A  penny  saved  is  a  penny  gained," 
it  is  doubly  so  in  farming,  where  there  are  so  many  mouths  to  eat 
up  the  profits.  She  who  would  succeed  in  poultry-raising  must 
save  every  o.^^.,  use  just  what  she  needs  and  waste  not  one.  It 
takes  only  twelve  Q^^s  to  make  a  dozen,  and  at  the  lowest  market 
price  ten  dozen  bring  in  a  dollar. 

Have  a  cool  place  for  packing  or  storing,  with  the  eggs  gath- 
ered regularly,  every  one  carried  to  its  place  when  brought  in,  and' 
only  the  proper  number  taken  out  when  required  for  use.  The 
same  rule  applies  to  butter  making,  fruit,  vegetables  and  honey 
raising,  all  of  which  industries  are  successfully  followed  by  women 
in  Ontario,  but  always  by  women  who  have  inherited  or  acquired 
habits  of  economy. 

Unfortunately,  these  have  hitherto  been  the  exception  in  our 
midst;  for,  in  the  pioneer  days,  the  yield  of  our  fruitful  land  was  so 
far  in    excess  of   the  demand    from   an  available  market,  that  the 
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produce  was  lightly  valued,  and  thus  many  a  housekeeper  has 
cause  to  reg'ret  that  the  most  extravagant  help  she  can  have  in  her 
kitchen  is  the  tidy,  intelligent,  Canadian,  country  girl,  who  greases 
pans  with  butter  at  thirty  cents  a  pound,  and  scrapes  dripping  into 
the  fire.  But  now  that  the  facilities  for  transport  are  so  improved, 
everything  fetches  a  fair  price,  and,  with  the  dignity  given  by  in- 
dependent means,  will  come  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  poorly  provided  tables  and  wasteful  kitchens  of  the 
Canadian  farm  house  will  become  a  tradition  of  the  past. 

"Women  in  Agriculture"  is  no  new  fad  of  the  end  of  the 
century,  for  the  peasant  woman  of  all  ages  has  given  a  hand  in  the 
field,  and  in  many  cases  has  profitably  taken  the  management  ; 
and  there  is  no  earthly  reason  wh}'  she  should  not  do  so,  except 
that  the  portion  of  work  allotted  to  her  share  is  usually  so  much 
the  more  difficult  to  perform,  and  that  the  man  cunningly  holds 
on  to  his  own  end  of  the  stick.  Nevertheless  a  wise  woman  will 
leave  well  alone,  unless  necessity  demands  a  change,  or  dire  will 
be  the  confusion,  as  was  proved  long  ago  by  the  old  man  in  the 
wood,  who  thought  he  could  do  as  much  work  in  one  day  as  his 
wife  could  do  in  three. 

"  But  when  the  old  woman  came  home  at  night, 
He  said  he  could  plainly  see, 
That  his  wife  could  do  more  work  in  one  day, 
Than  he  could  do  in  three. 

And  when  he  saw  how  well  she  ploughed, 

And  made  the  furrows  even, 
Said  she  could  do  more  work  in  one  day, 

Than  he  could  do  in  seven. 

That  a  woman  so  often  succeeds  on  the  farm  where  the  man 
has  failed,  is  due  largely  to  her  genius  for  economy  in  small  things, 
and  when  the  fuller  knowledge  of  her  powers  and  limits  has  taught 
her  to  save  in  all  things,  odds  and  ends  and  time  and  strength,  as 
well  as  soap  and  string,  many  a  weary  Eve,  worn  out  with  the  end- 
less strain  of  needle,  will  find  health  and  strength  at  the  hoe,  while 
Adam  does  the  stitching  in  his  factory. 

In  the  reaction  from  the  enforced  restraint  of  pioneer  life, 
"  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish  "  has  become  such  a  favorite  pro- 
verb that  pennies  are  scattered  broadcast,  and  there  is  consequentlv 
so  poor  a  yield  of  pounds  that  the  young  people  say  "we  cannot 
make  money  out  of  the  farm,  let  us  go  into  town." 

While  we  do  not  deny  that  it  is  with  us  as  with  the  Aberdeen 
man  who  said  of  his  native  town,  "We  don't  make  money  here, 
we  save  it,"  it  is  equally  true  that  in  no  calling  in  life    is  money's 
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worth  so  fruitful  a  crop  as  in  ag-riculture  ;  nutritious  diet,  healthy 
occupation,  independent  action  are  the  sure  harvest  when  a  love  of 
nature,  industry  and  economy  do  the  planting-. 

The  President — This  is  the  first  section  of  our  subject  ;  I 
would  like  a  discussion  on  it  before  we  pass  on. 

There  being  no  response,  the  President  said  she  supposed 
they  were  all  satisfied  ;  perhaps  this  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  farming  for  women  was  not  such  a  burning  question  in  British 
Columbia  as  in  the  East. 

Miss  Wilson  made  an  announcement  regarding  the  Woman's 
International  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Union,  whose  quar- 
terly paper  she  had  in  her  hand.  She  added  that  there  was  a  lady 
now  in  Canada,  who  intended  to  start  a  branch  of  this  union,  Mrs. 
West-Taylor,  of  Knowlton,  Que.  She  had  had  some  correspon- 
dence with  her,  and  had  brought  her  into  communication  with 
Mrs.  Hoodless. 

The  President  here  read  a  letter,  received  by  Mrs.  Hill  from 
the  Mayor  of  New  Westminster,  inviting  the  Council  to  visit  his 
city. 

After  some  discussion,  Mrs.  Hill  was  directed,  upon  motion 
of  Mrs.  Cummings  and  Miss  Reid,  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the 
Local  Council  of  Women  in  New  Westminster,  expressing  grati- 
tude for  their  courtesy. 

Miss  Scovil,  New  Brunswick,  then  read  her  paper  on 
nursing. 

NURSING   AS  A  PROFESSION    FOR   WOMEN. 


Of  all  the  various  occupations  that  the  nineteenth  century  has 
opened  to  women,  nursing  is  the  one  to  which  their  right  has  never 
been  disputed.  As  they  are  the  mothers,  so  they  are  the  nurses 
of  the  world.  Men  seem  out  of  place  in  the  sick  room,  and  though 
there  are  a  few  male  nurses,  they  are  only  a  small  minority  and 
scarcely  count  as  factors  in  the  professional  side  of  the  work. 
Since  it  is  thus  in  a  manner  her  natural  right,  it  is  pertinent  to 
ask  what  are  the  qualifications  that  fit  a  woman  to  succeed  in  this 
occupation  ?  What  is  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  her  to 
do  it  in  the  best  way  ?  What  is  the  prospect  of  remunerative  em- 
ployment after  she  has  prepared  herself  for  this  work  ? 


WOMEN     OF    CANADA.  167 

It  is  sometimes  said  of  a  woman  that  "she  is  a  born  nurse." 
What  qualities  does  she  possess  that  seem  to  make  her  acceptable 
to  sick  persons,  because  these  a  nurse  is  bound  either  to  possess 
or  acquire  ?  A  self  possession  that  is  not  easily  shaken,  the  abil- 
ity to  say  and  do  the  right  thing-  at  the  right  moment,  a  clear  head 
and  sturdy  common  sense,  a  gentle  touch,  a  light  hand,  an  unfail- 
ing fund  of  sympathy,  above  all  health  and  strength,  without 
which  she  is  comparatively  useless  to  her  patients.  The  kind  of 
sympathy  that  a  nurse  should  have  is  often  misunderstood.  It 
does  not  mean  that  she  should  be  constantly  pitying  her  patient, 
but  that  she  should  so  feel  the  pain  as  to  be  ready  to  spare  no  ef- 
fort to  relieve  it.  She  is  not  to  put  aside  the  patient's  complaints 
as  fanciful,  but  try  to  brace  him  to  endurance,  while  at  the  same 
time  she  leaves  no  means  untried  to  soothe  and  alleviate  his   pain. 

A  nurse's  health  is  her  stock  in  trade;  she  has  no  right  in  jus- 
tice to  herself  to  diminish  it.  In  all  ordinary  cases,  she  should  in- 
sist upon  time  being  given  her  for  rest  and  outdoor  exercise.  Yet, 
when  an  emergency  comes  and  life  and  death  hang  in  the  balance, 
she  must  be  ready  to  sacrifice  her  own  good  to  her  patient's  needs. 
When  she  is  strong  and  well  she  radiates  health,  as  it  were,  in  the 
sick  room  and  exerts  a  positively  beneficent  influence  there  by  the 
mere  force  of  her  abounding  vitality. 

The  more  education  a  woman  has,  the  better  for  her  work,  if 
her  intellectual  training  has  not  been  acquired  at  the  expense  of 
her  physical  development,  or  her  ability  to  use  her  hands  with 
deftness  in  ordinary  household  employments.  Some  education  is 
necessary  to  enable  her  to  go  through  the  course  of  hospital  train- 
ing that  is  obligatory  before  she  can  obtain  her  diploma.  She 
must  write  a  fair  hand  and  should  be  able  to  read  aloud  well,  only 
this  is  too  rare  an  accomplishment  to  be  insisted  upon  as  a  condi- 
tion of  entrance  to  a  training  school.  She  must  possess  a  working 
kn/.iwledge  of  elementary  arithmetic  ;  anatomy  and  physiology  come 
la/.er,  when  she  has  entered  upon  her  training.  When  she  goes 
oi.t  into  the  world  to  practice  her  profession,  she  will  find  that  it  is 
ilot  what  she  knows,  but  what  she  can  do  well  that  will  insure  her 
i^uccess,  joined  with  that  subtle  personal  quality  which  makes  som.e 
persons  agreeable  and  beloved  almost  without  their  own  volition, 
)r  conscious  exercise  of  their  powers  to  please.  Still,  every  bit  of 
1  knowledge  she  has  ever  made  her  own  may  be  turned  to  good  ac- 
count and  prove  of  the  greatest  use  to  her  when  she  least  expects 
it.  She  cannot  know  too  much,  only  she  must  beware  of  con- 
founding mental  achievements  with  physical  ability  to  care  for  her 
patient  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  to  use  every  appliance  she 
can  invent  or   utilize   for  his   comfort.      He  will  not   care  whether 
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she  knows  the  name  and  number  of  the  tarsal  bones  or  not,  but  he 
will  be  very  specially  interested  in  the  fact  that  she  can  loosen  an 
unyielding^  bandage  without  taking  it  off  and  displacing  a  fracture 
of  the  ankle. 

The  course  of  training  in  a  hospital  which  is  necessary  before 
a  woman  can  become  a  professional  nurse,  is  being  gradually  ex- 
tended until,  in  many  of  the  larger  hospitals,  it  is  now  three  years 
in  length.  This  is  partly  for  the  benefit  of  the  nurse  and  partly 
for  the  hospital,  which  profits  by  the  skill  she  has  acquired  under 
the  tuition  given  there. 

There  is  a  gradual  tendency  to  make  the  education  received 
an  equivaletit  for  the  services  rendered,  and  not  to  pay  the  nurses 
in  money  for  the  work  which  they  do  in  the  hospital.  It  is  con- 
tended, with  some  show  of  justice,  that  an  education  which  pre- 
pares them  to  earn  their  own  living  immediately  upon  graduation 
is  sufficient  remuneration,  and  that  young  men  in  college  pay  for 
the  privilege  o(  being  taught  instead  of  being  paid  for  studying. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  justly  said  that  the  nurses  care  for  the 
patients  and  give  them  the  service  and  attention  with  which  the 
hospital  is  bound  to  provide  them,  and  for  which  it  would  have  to 
spend  a  large  sum  of  money,  if  it  could  not  command  the  ministra- 
tions of  the  nurses.  They  do  much  manual  labor  and  render  ser- 
vices to  the  patients  far  in  excess,  both  in  number  and  frequency, 
of  the  amount  required  to  give  them  skill  in  their  avocation.  For 
instance,  a  nurse  learns  in  one  or  two  lessons  how  to  make  and 
apply  a  poultice,  and  can  make  as  good  a  one  the  tenth  time  as 
she  can  the  hundredth,  yet  she  has  to  continue  to  make  poultices 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients  when  it  is  no  longer  necessary 
for  her  own  instruction.  It  seems  only  fair  that  this  extra  service 
should  be  paid  for.  In  some  schools  a  bonus  is  given  at  the  end 
of  the  course  ;  this  gives  the  hospital  a  hold  upon  the  nurse,  as 
she  does  not  receive  it  unless  she  graduates. 

Hospital  work  requires  a  certain  amount  of  physical  strength, 
but  more  of  that  indefinable  quality  which  is  best  expressed,  per- 
haps, as  endurance  :  the  ability  to  go  on  working  without  serious 
injury  after  one  is  tired  and  would  prefer  to  cease.  The  regular 
hours  of  duty,  the  wholesome,  if  plain,  food,  the  general  care 
which  is  taken  of  the  health  of  the  nurses,  often  causes  an  improve- 
ment in  the  physique  of  a  girl  who  did  not  seem  to  possess  an 
abundance  of  strength  when  she  entered  upon  the  work. 

Beside  what  may  be  termed  the  technical  manual  training, 
she    receives  instruction,  by  means  of  classes,  text  books  and  lee- 
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tures,  in  the  theoretical  part  of  her  calling.  She  has  to  pass 
examinations  at  stated  intervals  and  prove  her  knowledge  satis- 
factorily to  her  instructors  before  she  obtains  her  diploma. 

Nurses  have  their  hours  of  relaxation  and  their  own  amuse- 
ments like  other  healthy  young  women.  Hospital  life  is  neither 
sad  nor  dull.  Familiarity  with  pain,  while  it  should  not  blunt  the 
sensibilities  to  the  point  of  disregarding  it  in  the  sufferer's  pre- 
sence, does  prevent  one  from  being  overwhelmed  by  the  recollec- 
tion of  it  when  one  has  left  the  bedside.  The  spirits  rise  and 
youth  asserts  itself  when  the  hours  of  freedom  come.  Even  in  the 
wards  there  is  a  certain  cheerfulness,  for  unless  there  is  extreme 
agony,  which  fortunately  is  rare,  pain  is  cheerfully  borne,  or,  at 
the  worst,  silently,  and  there  are  many  alleviations.  Women  who 
love  the  work,  and  none  others  should  undertake  it,  will  feel  that 
the  few  discomforts  they  have  to  endure,  are  amply  compensated  for 
by  the  power  they  gain  to  bring  ease  to  the  suffering  and  help  to 
the  sick,  who  so  sorely  need  the  skilled  tendance  they  can  give. 

What  prospect  is  there  of  remunerative  employment  when  a 
nurse  has  finished  her  hospital  course  ? 

This  is  after  all  the  vital  question  to  the  woman  who  looks  to 
her  work  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  Such  an  one  should  remember 
that  though  the  work  is  well  paid,  the  earning  life  ot  a  nurse  is 
short.  She  cannot  endure  the  strain  for  a  great  number  of  years 
without  frequent  intervals  of  rest.  Her  nerves  are  apt  to  give  way 
and  she  finds  it  diflficult  to  keep  herself  in  robust  health.  This  is 
particularly  likely  to  be  the  case  if  she  chooses  private  nursing.  A 
nurse  is  usually  not  called  in  unless  the  patient  is  very  ill  and  a 
succession  of  serious  cases  involves  an  amount  of  care,  anxiety, 
loss  of  sleep  and  hard  work  that  is  trying  to  the  average  constitu- 
tion. The  remuneration  is  from  $10.00  to  $25.00  per  week,  the 
sum  depending  upon  the  locality.  The  nurse  is  obliged  to  pay  the 
rent  of  a  room,  which  she  makes  her  headquarters,  and  when  she 
is  not  employed,  she  must  pay  her  board  as  well. 

District  nursing  is  a  branch  of  the  work  that  is  every  day 
rising  into  greater  importance.  The  nurse  is  employed  at  a  fixed 
salary,  usually  about  $30.00  a  month,  by  some  association  and 
receives  board  and  lodging,  or  its  equivalent.  Our  own  Victorian 
Order  is  an  order  of  district  nurses  to  which  I  need  only  allude  in 
passing,  as  it  is  well  known  to  all  who  hear  me.  The  instruction 
of  the  friends  of  the  patient  in  the  care  of  the  sick  is  rightly  made 
a  prominent  feature  in  the  district  nurse's  work.  The  help  which 
they  can  give  to  inexperienced  mothers  in  the  care  of  their  babies 
should   save   many   lives.       How   many    mothers    realize   that   the 
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Stomach  of  a  baby  five  days'  old  will  contain  only  about  six  tea- 
spoonsful,  and  if  more  is  forced  into  it  the  child  must  either  g-et 
rid  of  it  or  suffer  from  the  surplus.  The  capacity  of  the  stomach 
increases  rapidly  during  the  first  two  months  of  life,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  food  must  be  increased  in  proportion.  A  baby's  health  and 
life  depend  upon  the  food  it  receives,  and  the  details  of  feeding 
during  the  early  months  of  existence.  In  this  matter  the  trained 
district  nurse  can  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  untrained 
mother. 

Graduate  nurses  may  obtain  positions  as  head  nurses  in  a 
large,  or  small  hospital,  and  a  few  fortunate  ones  as  superinten- 
dents of  training  schools  for  nurses,  or  of  the  smaller  hospitals. 
They  are  also  employed  in  many  of  the  sanitaria,  or  health  resorts, 
for  nervous  or  chronic  invalids.  Some  doctors  and  dentists  employ 
trained  nurses  in  their  offices  to  attend  to  their  patients  and  assist 
in  the  giving  of  anaesthetics.  A  few  eminent  surgeons  retain  their 
own  nurses  to  prepare  their  patients  for  operation,  and  to  take 
charge  of  critical  cases.  One  of  the  most  desirable  positions  for  a 
graduate  nurse  is  the  charge  of  the  infirmary  of  a  large  school  or 
college.  The  salary  is  liberal  in  comparison  with  the  work,  and 
the  long  vacations  give  opportunity  for  rest  and  recreation. 

Nurses  are  specially  trained  in  hospitals  for  the  insane  to  care 
for  those  who  are  mentally  unsound.  The  work  is  interesting  to 
those  who  like  to  study  psychological  problems,  but  they  must 
have  strong  nerves  and  be  physically  fitted  for  it,  or  they  will  break 
down  under  the  strain.  Massage  is  a  branch  of  the  work  to  which 
some  trained  nurses  devote  themselves.  The  nurse  who  under- 
takes it,  should  be  strong  and  healthy,  and  not  of  a  nervous  tem- 
perament. As  she  gains  increased  skill,  she  learns  how  to  use  her 
strength  to  the  best  purpose,  and  the  work  is  less  exhausting  than 
at  first  to  the  masseuse,  but  it  is  never  easy.  The  fee  is  from 
one  to  three  dollars  an  hour  ;  against  this  must  be  set  the  fact  that 
only  a  few  treatments  can  be  given  in  the  day. 

Nursing  as  an  employment  for  women  has  its  advantages  and 
its  drawbacks,  just  as  every  other  occupation  has  upon  which  they 
could  enter.  The  woman,  who  wishes  to  undertake  it,  should 
balance  these  in  her  mind  and  use  her  best  judgment  to  decide 
which  outweighs  the  other  in  her  particular  case.  It  is  impossible 
for  anyone  else  to  do  this  for  her. 

Dr.  Mary  McNeil,  Victoria,  followed  with  a  paper  on  the 
same  subject. 
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NURSING  AS  A  BENEFICENT  INFLUENCE. 


Why  should  not  many  professions  and  trades  be  open  to  the 
woman  to  whom  it  is  a  necessity  to  labor,  either  to  support  her- 
self, or  herself  and  those  who  may  be  dependent  upon  her,  and,  ot 
all  these,  what  is  more  congenial  or  more  suited  to  woman's  capa- 
bilities and  tastes  than  the  profession  of  nursing-  ? 

If  one  can  combine  an  occupation  which,  while  giving  the 
means  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  at  the  same  time  puts  one  in  a  posi- 
tion to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  world  even  in  the  smallest 
degree,  surely  one  has  a  right  to  choose  such  occupation,  if  the 
question  of  adaptability  does  not  interfere  ?  Although  the  major- 
ity of  women  will  always  be  home-makers  and  not  bread-winners, 
stern  necessity,  if  not  choice,  will  often  compel  many  to  face  the 
world  to  support  themselves. 

No  work  could  present  itself  that  could  give  better  opportuni- 
ties than  nursing  for  helping  many  of  earth's  weary  ones.  In  self- 
tbrgetfulness  and  unselfishness,  one  may  find  genuine  pleasure,  and 
if  a  nurse  enters  this  profession  with  the  right  motives, — -trying, 
discouraging  and  disappointing  as  the  work  frequently  is,  there 
are  many  cases  where  she  can  be  of  lasting  benefit  in  helping  to 
restore,  not  only  the  physical,  but  the  mental  and  moral  natures  of 
her  patients. 

It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  try  to  persuade  you  that  the 
nurse's  pathway  is  one  of  ease,  for  beside  the  vagaries  that  so  fre- 
quently accompany  sickness,  she  has  to  deal  with  those  who  have 
lost  all  faith  in  human  nature  and  have  even  lost  their  hold  of  that 
which  is  Divine  ;  and  also  with  those  who,  embittered  and  dis- 
couraged with  their  unsuccessful  struggle  with  the  world,  have 
given  way  to  hopeless  despair  ;  with  such  and  with  many  other 
phases  of  human  nature  she  has  to  deal,  and  frequently  more  by 
practising  than  by  preaching  she  wins  them  back  to  faith  and  hope 
and  a  desire  to  again  renew  the  upward  struggle  even  though  it 
may  be  against  such  fearful  odds  as  hereditary  predisposition  and 
unfavorable  environment. 

Happy  is  the  nurse  who  has  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of 
Divine  love  to  draw  from  and  by  this  means  can  penetrate  beneath 
the  crust  of  worldliness,  loss  of  faith  and  hope  and  even  professed 
infidelity,  whether  met  with  in  the  crowded  districts  of  the  large 
cities,  in  the  public  hospital,  or   in   private  practice,  and   can    still 
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see  a  trace  of  the  Divine  image  struggling-  for  mastery.  With  her 
own  faith  kept  thus  pure  and  bright,  she  may,  while  helping  to  re- 
store the  body  to  physical  vigor,  help  also  to  free  the  soul  from 
the  fetters  which  bind  it  and  to  become  once  more,  not  a  being 
tossed  about  by  varying  circumstances,  but  one  able  in  his  turn  to 
help  the  weak  to  the  same  freedom  in  which  he  now  rejoices.  You 
may  say  we  are  theorizing,  but  we  have  for  some  years  been  in  in- 
timate touch  with  nurses,  have  seen  their  self-sacrificing  labors 
and  have  heard  the  expressions  of  gratitude  from  those  who  were 
gently  and  patiently  won  back  to  a  new  lease  of  life.  Nothing  ever 
wins  a  human  being  like  unselfish  service,  in  other  words  unselfish 
love — a  part  of  the  Divine  love. 

Besides  the  thousands  of  nurses  who  are  trained  every  year  at 
the  various  hospitals  in  Great  Britain,  America,  Europe  and  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  who  enter  private  practice,  ministering  to 
those  in  comfortable  or  even  luxurious  surroundings,  there  are 
others  banded  together  under  various  associations,  carrying  light 
and  joy  to  many  weary  sufferers,  penetrating  even  to  the  misery 
and  wickedness  of  Clarke  St.,  Chicago;  to  the  abject  poverty  of 
the  closely  crowded  districts  of  New  York  ;  and  to  the  lowest  deg- 
radation to  which  the  immense  population  of  East  London  has 
fallen. 

The  advance  guard  among  these  associations  was  inaugurated 
in  1887  by  Queen  Victoria,  when  she  appropriated  about  $300,000 
of  the  fund  known  as  "  The  Women's  Jubilee  Offering  "  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  "Victoria  Jubilee  Institute"  for  the  training  of 
nurses  for  the  sick  poor.  The  benefit  derived  from  the  ministra- 
tions of  these  trained  women  has  been  felt  from  north  to  south  and 
from  east  to  west  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Queen's  Nurse,  as  each 
one  loves  to  be  called,  has  done  much  to  lessen  the  misery  and 
poverty  in  these  regions  and  to  restore  faith  and  make  tender  and 
receptive,  hearts  that  had  been  steeled  against  better  things. 

In  affiliation  with  this  association  of  nurses  are  the  "  East 
London  Nursing  Society"  and  "  The  Kensington  District  Nursing 
Association."  Various  religious  denominations  and  orders  make 
their  religion  practical  by  feeding  the  hungry,  nursing  the  sick,  and 
clothing  the  poor.  The  Deaconess  nurse  enters  the  home,  tenderly 
caring  for  the  sick  mother,  feeding  and  clothing  the  hungry  chil- 
dren and  paving  the  way  for  the  Deaconess  Bible  woman  who  fol- 
lows her  to  bring  the  story  of  a  still  greater  love  and  redemption 
to  hearts  made  receptive  by  the  practical  application  of  religion. 

Who  of  us  has  not  heard  of  the  Salvation  Army  worker  who 
lives  among  the  poor  in  the  same  kind  of  a  house  and  by  practical 
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application  of  soap  and  water  shows  how  much  of  the  misery  and 
squalor  of  tenement  district  life  may  be  avoided  ?  Ready  at  a 
moment's  call  to  accompany  her  is  the  trained  maternity  nurse, 
who  bring-s  the  tenderest  care  to  the  weakly  frames  with  whom 
she  has  to  deal. 

"The  District  Nurses'  Home,"  to  train  country  women  for 
nursing-  in  country  districts,  "  The  Community  of  the  Nursing  Sis- 
ters of  St.  John  the  Divine,"  "The  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses," 
and  the  "Colonial  Nursing  Association,"  are  a  few  more  of  the 
many  associations  whose  members,  clothed  in  all  shades  of  uni- 
form, from  black  to  the  daintiest  blue  or  white,  g-o  in  and  out 
among  the  sick,  the  poor  and  the  erring,  carrying  a  light  that  pre- 
vents many  a  life  from  going  out  into  utter  darkness. 

Very  much  of  this  world's  misery  is  alleviated  in  this  way,  but 
there  is  yet  a  great  work  to  be  done.  The  Council  of  Women,  in 
its  broad  humanitarianism,  has  a  variety  of  work  to  choose  from. 
If  we  read  "the  signs  of  the  times"  correctly,  it  will  have  ample 
scope  for  all  its  energies.  Although  but  a  child  in  years,  its  bene- 
ficient  influence  is  already  felt.  Victoria  is  highly  favored  in 
having  the  inspiration  and  education  of  the  seventh  annual  gather- 
ing- of  this  organization.  We  think  she  has  shown  her  apprecia- 
tion of  the  fact  in  her  hearty  welcome  to  "  the  wise  women  from 
the  east." 

Before  closing-,  permit  me  to  say  a  word  about  a  good  work 
which  is  carried  on  in  our  own  beautiful  little  city.  Although  we 
see  none  of  the  abject  want  so  common  in  large  crowded  centres, 
physicians  now  and  again  meet  with  cases  that  appeal  to  them 
very  strongly.  A  few  years  ago  some  of  our  energetic  and  philan- 
thropic women  devised  a  plan  by  which  they  could  reach  and 
relieve  mothers,  who  were  struggling  bravely  to  care  for  their 
children,  while  hampered  by  insufficient  means  to  provide  for  them 
properly.  These  women,  recognizing  the  fact  that  mothers  so 
frequently  wage  an  uneven  battle  with  all  the  responsibilities  and 
anxieties  incident  to  motherhood  at  a  time  when  they  should  have 
the  tenderest  care,  and  should  be  shielded  from  all  the  unfavorable 
surroundings  which  have  such  a  strong  pre-natal  influence  on  their 
offspring,  these  women,  I  say,  organized  themselves  into  the 
"  Home  Nursing  Society,"  and  chose  Miss  Ellingson,  a  woman  of 
rare  tact  and  ability,  to  take  up  the  work.  This  Society  felt  con- 
vinced that  all  truly  good  men,  all  truly  great  men,  and  all  truly 
bad  men,  are  born,  not  made.  They  carried  their  conviction  into 
effect  by  sending  among  the  needy  mothers  in  Victoria,  one  who 
could  counsel,  guide,  and  relieve  from  much  of  the  anxiety  and 
care  which  so  frequently  leave  their  baneful  influence  on  innocent 
offspring. 
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If  each  community,  or  the  state  as  a  whole,  recog"nized,  as 
this  Httle  band  of  women  did,  the  importance  of  aiding-  its  mothers 
while  they  are  bringing-  up  her  children  for  their  country,  in  later 
years  an  immense  revenue  would  be  saved  in  the  fewer  inmates 
occupying  our  reformatories,  homes  for  feeble-minded,  prisons  and 
insane  asylums.  If  states  and  communities  have  the  power  to 
legalize  saloons,  gambling-  dens  and  other  evils,  to  rob  these 
mothers  of  the  husbands  who  should  support  them,  and  of  the 
children  they  have  agonized  over,  why  have  they  not  the  power  to 
make  appropriations  to  help  the  women  who  are,  in  their  children, 
giving^  their  lives  for  their  country  ? 

Lady  Taylor—"  I  must  again  ask  if  any  one  has  any  remarks 
to  make  on  these  papers,  or  any  questions  to  ask  ?  I  am  sure  the 
ladies  who  read  these  papers  will  be  very   pleased   to   answer  any 

questions." 

No  questions  being  asked,  the  President  called  on  Mrs.  H. 
Mackenzie  Cleland,  M.  D.,  for  a  paper  on  Women  in   Medicine. 


WOMAN    IN  MEDICINE. 


By  right  of  inheritance,  the  care  of  the  sick  is  woman's 
province.  Through  all  ages  it  has  been  the  wife,  the  mother,  the 
daughter,  the  sister,  who  performed  the  duty  of  nursing  the  sick, — 
always  displaying  courage,  patience  and  enormous  powers  of 
endurance,  and  ministering  to  their  needs  with  all  the  tact,  tender- 
ness, gentleness  and  loving  sympathy  which  characterize  every 
true  woman.  How  much  more  helpful,  then,  must  be  the  woman 
physician,  who  with  all  these  qualifications,  combines  an  under- 
standing of  "  the  meaning,  inevitableness,  and  loveliness  of  natural 
laws  ",  cultivated  powers  of  observation,  a  knowledge  of  diseases, 
their  causes  and  preventives,  and  the  power  to  remove  or  relieve 
suffering.  Her  influence  must  necessarily  be  far-reaching,  as,  in 
the  exercise  of  her  professional  duties,  she  diffuses  something  of 
her  personality  amongst  those  who  are  thus  dependent  upon   her. 

A  review  of  the  history  of  medicine  demonstrates  this  central 
idea.  The  earliest  authentic  records  all  show  the  well  recognized 
status  of  women  physicians  ;  in  300  B.  C,  in  Athens,  Agnodice 
won  fame  as  a  physician  ;  and  in  Imperial  Rome  women  were, 
according  to  law,  placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  men  profes- 
sionally. Pliny  often  quotes  women  physicians,  and  Galen  more 
than  once  does  them  the  honor  of  adopting  their  prescriptions. 
Coming  to  the  eleventh  century,  we  find  many  women   renowned, 
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not  only  for  their  skill  in  healing-,  but  for  their  medical  learning-. 
Trotula  of  Rug-erio  had  a  European  reputation,  and  practised  as  a 
physician  in  Salerno,  and  was  the  author  of  numerous  treatises  on 
subjects  ranging  over  nearly  the  whole  field  of  medicine.  Dorothea 
Bocelie  not  only  received  the  degree  of  doctor,  but  was  made  the 
professor  of  medicine  at  the  famous  university  of  Bologna.  Since 
then  two  other  women  have  been  professors  of  medical  subjects  in 
the  same  university  ;  but  the  fame  of  those  learned  women  has 
been  eclipsed  in  our  own  time  by  Professor  Cattani,  whose  name 
is  associated  with  that  of  Professor  Tizzoni  in  the  discovery  of 
tetanus  antitoxin.  We  also  read  of  women  graduates  from  the 
Moorish  universities,  and  other  women  physicians  who  won  dis- 
tinction in  their  professsion  in  various  parts  of  Europe  before  the 
middle  ages.* 

In  the  general  mental,  moral,  and  educational  eclipse  that 
shrouded  all  Europe  during  this  period,  women,  as  usual,  suffered 
the  most  ;  and  with  the  revival  springing  from  the  Reformation, 
while  their  position  was  vastly  improved,  yet  when  society  was 
again  established  on  firmer  ground,  the  advanced  position  held  by 
women  in  former  times  was  forgotten,  and  for  a  long  period  en- 
suing, her  condition  as  an  inferior, — -(the  result  wholly  of  a  turbul- 
ent state  of  society),  was  generally,  but  wrongfully,  held  to  be  her 
true  one.  In  due  time,  education,  agitation,  and  the  natural  evo- 
lution of  a  high  order  of  civilization  produced  an  improved  condi- 
tion. With  the  dawn  of  the  19th  century  we  find  women  again  in 
the  forefront  of  modern  thought,  and,  among  other  things,  de- 
manding the  restoration  of  equal  educational  facilities.  The  battle 
has  been  a  long  one, — hard  lought  and  nobly  won  ;  and  to-day  we 
look  upon  the  onward  movement  in  all  civilized  countries  for  the 
higher  education  of  women,  as  one  of  the  distinctive  notes  of  the 
latter  half  of  the  19th  century. 

Naturally  a  more  ready  rpsponse  to  the  appeal  of  women  was 
made  by  the  younger  communities,  less  weighted  with  traditions 
and  customs  ;  and  the  first  Women's  Medical  College  was  opened 
in  Philadelphia  in  1850,  the  first  to  admit  women  to  medical  edu- 
cation, and  the  first  to  recognize  the  equality  of  women  with  men 
in  the  scientific  study  of  medicine.  In  1853,  Dr.  Blackwell  opened 
the  New  York  Medical  College  for  Women.  Some  years  later  the 
University  of  Paris  opened  its  doors  to  the  medical  examination  of 
women  ;  St.  Petersburg  followed  its  example  ;  and  so  one  after 
another  many  of  the  time  honoured  seats  of  learning  in  the  older 
countries  have  been  removing  the  barriers  and  welcoming  women 
to  their  lecture  halls  and  degrees,  until  now  no  degree  desirable  in 
any  of  the  great  schools  of  medicine  is  withheld. 
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It  is  not  at  all  surprising,  then,  that  hundreds  of  women  are 
availing  themselves  of  their  privileges.  In  Edinburgh,  since  the 
Royal  Infirmary  admits  women,  the  finest  clinical  teaching  is  re- 
ceived, and  there  are  about  two  hundred  women  students;  a  still 
greater  number  at  the  London  schools  ;  besides  those  who  study  at 
Dublin,  Glasgow,  Leeds,  Manchester,  and  other  smaller  schools. 
In  America,  Johns  Hopkins,  the  most  exacting,  best  equipped,  and 
most  advanced  medical  college  on  the  continent,  has  a  large  class 
_  of  women  attending,  besides  numbers  to  be  found  at  many  of  the 
other  well  known  medical  schools.  In  this  respect,  Canadian 
women  are  peculiarly  favoured.  In  Toronto,  the  literary  and  edu- 
cational centre  of  Canada,  the  three  great  universities.  Trinity, 
Toronto  and  Victoria,  confer  their  degrees  in  medicine  upon 
women.  The  Ontario  Medical  College  for  Womenf  which  has 
been  in  existence  since  1883,  being  in  affiliation  with  the  above 
named  universities,  makes  it  possible  for  women  to  receive  the 
very  best  educational  and  professional  advantages  Canada  aff"ords. 
Every  year  sees  an  increasing  number  of  graduates  from  this  Col- 
lege for  Women,  many  of  them  reflecting  credit  upon  their  school 
by  the  fine  standing  the)-  take  at  the  university  examinations,  fre- 
quently even  distancing  the  men.  thus  proving — not  that  they  are 
more  clever  than  their  brothers — but  that  they  devote  themselves 
earnestly  and  conscientiously  to  their  work,  losing  no  opportunity 
for  improvement.  Huxley,  referring  to  the  examinations  passed 
by  students  from  the  London  Medical  College  for  Women,  said  : 
"  There  are  hundreds  of  women  who  have  the  capacity  and  power 
to  do  the  work  of  the  medical  practitioner  just  as  well  as  it  is  done 
by  the  majority  of  their  brothers  "  ;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  many 
of  our  women  physicians  of  to-day  are  attracting  attention  by  the 
brilliancy  of  their  careers,  thus  demonstrating  beyond  question  the 
fitness  and  ability  of  women  for  this  profession.  The  British 
Medical  Association,  admittedly  the  foremost  and  most  influential 
body  in  the  world,  recognizing  this  fact  several  years  ago,  admit- 
ted women  as  members  ;  and  at  their  annual  meetings  many  o( 
these  women  read  creditable  papers  and  take  an  able  part  in  the 
discussions  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  rejoicing  that  some  of  the  other 
learned  societies  are  exercising  an  equally  liberal  policy,  thus  ex- 
tending to  women  physicians  every  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  observations  and  opinions  of  the  most  active 
workers  in  the  various  departments  of  scientific  research. 

Considering  the  various  fields  in  which  women  physicians  are 

working  to-day,  we  are  struck  by  the  fact  that,  as  civilization  pro- 

^  gresses,  their  work  unfolds  and  extends.      The    mission    fields  are 

supplied  with  especially  qualified  women,  amongst  whom  are  many 

clever  surgeons.      In  India,  the    Countess    of  Dufferin's    fund   has 
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been  the  means  of  educating-  numbers  of  young  women  in  medi- 
cine, many  of  whom  are  natives.  Over  two  hundred  hospitals, 
equipped  and  supported  by  this  fund,  are  officered  by  these  women. 
Native  Chinese  and  Japanese  women  have  also  proved  their  ability 
in  this  line,  and  are  practising  medicine  successfully  amongst  their 
own  people.  Women  are  receiving  positions  in  laboratories, 
where  their  deftness  and  skill  in  the  delicate  manipulations  of  re- 
search are  so  highly  valued.  In  London,  the  New  Hospital  for 
Women  is  entirely  officered  by  women.  On  the  staff  are  the  dis- 
tinguished Mrs.  Garrett  Anderson,  M.D.,  to  whom  Englishwomen 
are  so  deeply  indebted  for  the  professional  privileges  they  are  enjoy- 
ing-to-day;  and  Mrs.  Scharlieb,  M.D.,  M.S.,  a  woman  of  exceptional 
skill,  sharing  honors  with  many  of  London's  famous  surgeons. 
In  Edinburgh,  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Sophia  Jex  Blake  have  resulted 
in  the  establishment  of  a  similar  hospital.  Dublin  is  equally  for- 
tunate ;  and  the  women  physicians  of  Toronto  are  hoping  soon  to 
enjoy  the  same  advantage.  Women  physicians  are  now  appointed 
as  assistant  medical  officers  in  hospitals  for  women,  hospitals  for 
children,  asylums,  etc.,  and  some  few  are  holding  the  responsible 
position  of  chief  officers  in  these  institutions.  During  the  Spanish 
American  war,  a  woman  physician  received  the  appointment  as 
officer  in  entire  charge  of  the  examination  and  assigfnment  to  dutv 
of  all  the  women  nurses  in  the  army.  In  Germany  and  some  parts 
of  the  United  States,  women  physicians  are  appointed  as  the 
health  inspectors  of  schools  ;  and  in  Russia,  women  hold  many 
public  offices, — some  in  rural  districts  being  the  public  health 
officers, — and  why  not  ? — 

Public  health  is  now  one  of  the  important  branches  of  our 
medical  education,  and  it  is  one  of  the  encouraging  features  of  the 
present  time  that  an  intelligent  interest  is  being-  taken  in  the  sub- 
ject by  people  generally,  who  are  becoming  more  and  more 
concerned  with  it  in  everyday  life.  Naturally  this  is  a  work  for 
which  women  doctors  are  peculiarly  fitted,  centuries  of  domestic 
occupation  in  which  the  woman  was  the  housekeeper  and  health 
officer  of  the  family  having  bred  in  her  an  instinctive  love  of  order, 
cleanliness  and  beauty  ;  and  as  a  physician  she  does  not  lose  that 
innate  desire  to  make  her  surroundings  pleasing  and  attractive. 
Her  sphere  of  influence  on  public  life  may  be  daily  expanded  by 
extending  the  art  (of  which  she  has  such  special  knowledge),  of 
making  the  home  orderly,  healthful  and  beautiful, to  circles  far 
beyond  her  own  home,  and  in  this  way  she  becomes  a  great  factor 
in  the  "  ordering,  the  comforting  and  the  beautiful  adorning-  of  the 
State."  And  in  this  progressive  age,  when  prominence  is  given 
to  women's  work  socially,  intellectually  and  scientifically,  the  com- 
paratively few  who  are  not  willing  to  accept  the  idea  of  women  in 
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the  professions,  must  soon  realize  that  they  are  vvofully  behind  the 
times,  and  that  the  judgment  of  this,  the  new  era,  differs  from 
theirs.  It  is  quite  true  nothing  Hfts  us  into  a  more  serene  atmo- 
sphere for  ourselves,  or  endows  us  with  a  larger  opportunity  of 
being  useful  and  agreeable  in  our  own  small  world,  than  genuine 
independence  of  thought  and  action  governed  by  good  sense  ;  but 
in  the  practice  of  medicine,  women  meet  many  disturbing  elements 
and  discouragements.  Ignorance,  prejudice  and  distrust  are  their 
chief  enemies, — met,  alas,  too  frequently  amongst  the  women  who 
profess  to  be  enthusiastic  advocates  of  woman's  advancement  : 
consistency  to  their  principles  could  be  so  beautifully  and  satis- 
factorilv  expressed  by  showing  in  a  tangible  manner  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  the  woman  physician, — u'hose 
sacred  mission  yields  precedence  only  to  the  Church, — in  extending, 
especially  to  the  young  practitioner,  that  practical  endorsement 
and  recognition  for  which  she  so  often  hungers,  and  which  is  so 
much  more  encouraging  than  an  unlimited  amount  of  abstract 
eulogy. 

Mrs.  McEwen  said  that  this  beautiful  paper  took  her  back 
eighteen  years  ago  to  the  time  when  she  lived  in  Toronto.  It 
might  seem  strange  to  those  present  that  she  had  so  much  to  do 
with  establishing  the  Woman's  Medical  College,  but  she  had  been 
the  first  secretary,  and  had  collected  much  money  for  it,  and 
among  her  prized  possessions  was  an  illuminated  address  presented 
to  her  by  the  staff  ot  that  College  when  she  went  to  the  West. 
She  was  deeply  touched  to  hear  it  spoken  of  so  appreciatively. 
She  believed  in  co-education  of  the  sexes,  though  in  this  case  an 
exception  was  found  necessary  for  obvious  reasons. 

Miss  Crease  asked  if  degrees  given  by  the  Women's 
Medical  College  were  acknowledged  throughout  the  Dominion  ? 

Mrs.  McEwen  said  they  were  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
men's. 

Dr.  McNeil  explained  that  each  Province  had  its  own 
examinations. 

The  President  stated  that  each  Province  had  its  own 
medical  board  which  each  student  must  pass,  just  as  in  law. 
These  are  among  the  greatest  barriers  to  the  unity  of  the  Dom- 
inion. 

Mrs.  Cummings  spoke  of  being  present  at  a  banquet  given 
by  the  students  of  this  college.  She  was  sorry  to  find  that  so 
many  of  them  had  to  go  to  the  United  States  to  take  post- 
graduate courses,  some  were  going  to  the  mission  field,   and  some 
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to  hospitals,  but  it  seemed  hard  to  g'et  a  position  in  Canada.  She 
did  not  know  whether  or  not  the  National  Council  could  help  in 
this  matter.  The  evening  on  which  she  was  present,  it  was  an- 
nounced as  a  great  piece  of  news  that  Dr.  Reilly  of  the  Hospital 
had  consented  to  take  one  of  the  graduates  as  an  assistant  ;  but, 
she  was  sorry  to  say,  that  the  next  week  he  changed  his  mind. 
(Laughter.) 

A  Delegate  here  said  there  were  now  women  physicians  in 
nearly  all  the  hospitals  and  asylums  in  the  State  of  California,  to 
attend  to  the  women  patients. 

The  President. — "  In  this  respect  our  friends  across  the 
line  are  more  advanced  than  we  are."  She  added  that  in  Min- 
neapolis there  were  two  lady  doctors  in  the  bacteriological  institute 
under  a  superintendent.  • 

A  Delegate. — "We  have  one  in  Winnipeg." 

The  President. — "Well,  Canada's  coming  along.  That's  a 
very  fair  proportion  to  Minneapolis." 

Mrs.  Cummings  then  read  the  following  paper  on  "The  poor, 
and  our  responsibility  to  them."  : 

WAYS  IN  WHICH  WE  CAN    HELP  THE  POOR. 


A  most  cheering  statement  was  that  made  by  one  of  the 
Local  Councils  in  this  fair  Province  of  British  Columbia  when,  in 
sending  in  their  report  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  National 
Council  concerning  the  care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Poor,  it  was 
said  in  effect  that  they  had  nothing  to  report  because  there  were 
so  few,  if  any,  poor  in  their  locality. 

That  such  a  happy  state  of  affairs  may  long  continue,  every 
one  must  sincerely  hope,  and  especially  those  of  us  who  have  come 
from  the  older  Provinces  where  the  serious  problems  of  poverty 
have  become  more  or  less  pressing. 

It  is  because  there  are  parts  of  our  Dominion  where  from  the 
natural  condition  of  affairs  little  destitution  exists,  that  it  is  wise 
for  the  workers  there,  as  well  as  for  those  who  have  the  poor 
always  with  them,  to  look  afield  and  enquire  into  methods  of  pro- 
vision and  relief  that  have  been  adopted  in  other  countries  after 
much  consideration  on  the  part  of  experts  in  these  matters. 

On  the  principle  that  "an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a 
pound  of  cure,"  our  neighbors  to  the  south  have  established  a  large 
number  of  provident  and  benefit  societies  whereby,  at  a  small  cost, 
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workers,  both  men  and  women,  may  secure  annuities  for  the  time 
of  old  age.  Many  of  these  societies  have  branches  in  Canada,  and 
similar  associations  have  also  been  formed  here.  Into  the  work- 
ing- of  these  it  would  be  well  to  enquire,  for  if  the  present  race  of 
employes  could  be  induced  to  make  provision  for  the  future  in 
this  way  the  benefit  to  the  community  would  be  incalculable. 

Besides  private  associations  of  various  kinds,  the  matter  of 
making  provision  for  the  aged,  sick,  and  infirm  poor  has  been  the 
subject  of  legislation  on  the  part  of  Germany,  France,  and  New 
Zealand  recently,  and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  before  every 
civilised  government  will  feel  itself  bound  to  make  provision  for 
respectable  men  and  women  who  can  no  longer  work  for  them- 
selves, and  who  have  no  other  means  of  support. 

In  Germany,  a  chain  of  provident  schemes  for  workers,  in- 
cluding teachers,  clerks,  and  the  like,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Government,  and  includes  Accident  Insurance,  Sick  Insurance, 
and  Disablement  and  Old  Age  Pensions,  and  affects  workers  only 
whose  incomes  are  not  over  $400  a  year.  The  Act  for  what  is 
called  "Sick  Insurance"  came  into  force  in  1883,  and  now  makes 
provision  for  a  very  large  number  of  workers.  The  subscription 
to  the  sick  fund  is  paid  in  the  proportion  of  one-third  by  the  ern- 
ployer  and  two-thirds  by  the  employe.  The  whole  amount  is 
paid  into  the  fund  by  the  employer,  who  deducts  two-thirds  of  the 
sum  paid  in  from'  the  wages  on  the  next  pay  day.  The  legal  mini- 
mum to  be  provided  by  the  "Sick  Club"  is  medical  attendance, 
medicines,  and  other  remedies,  and  if  unable  to  work,  a  weekly 
payment  of  not  less  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  member's  wages  for 
at  least  13  weeks,  and  funeral  benefit  in  case  of  death.  The 
majority  of  these  "Sick  Benefit  Clubs"  are  managed  by  working 
men  and  women.  There  are  at  present  23,000  such  clubs  in 
Germany. 

The  Accident  Insurance  was  the  next  provident  scheme,  and 
came  into  force  in  1885.  The  guiding  idea  of  this  legislation  was 
that  the  liability  for  accidents  forms  part  of  business  expenses,  and 
is  therefore  to  be  borne  by  employers  alone,  who  form  themselves 
into  trade  groups,  which  may  include  the  different  branches  of  the 
same  industry  in  certain  districts,  or  in  the  whole  empire.  These 
trade  groups  are  entitled  to  enforce  upon  their  members  the  insti- 
tution of  preventative  measures,  and  they  avail  themselves  of  this 
privilege  to  a  large  extent,  employing  about  200  inspectors  of  their 
own  to  watch  over  the  factories.  The  Accident  Insurance  has 
since  been  extended  also  to  agricultural  laborers,  and  embraces  at 
present  workers  of  all  kinds  in  large  numbers. 
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The  Act  which  provides  for  Disablement  and  Old  Ag-e  Insur- 
ance begfan  its  working'  in  1891 ,  and  affects  not  only  the  same  class  of 
persons  as  the  other  schemes,  but  has  gone  further  and  takes  in 
home  workers,  and  domestic  servants  also,  thus  marking  the  first 
step  towards  declaring  the  kitchen  to  be  a  "  work  shop."  "  Old 
Age  "  in  Germany  is  understood  to  begin  at  70,  but  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  laborer  who  becomes  unfit  for  work  before  he 
reaches  that  age  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  provided  for  by  the  dis- 
ablement insurance. 

Each  worker  has  an  insurance  card  on  which  are  52  squares. 
On  pay  day  the  employer  has  to  paste  a  little  stamp  on  one  of 
these  squares  of  the  value  of  about  five  cents  of  our  money,  which 
is  procured  at  the  post  office.  Half  of  the  amount  so  paid  is  after- 
wards deducted  from  the  wages.  When  the  card  is  full  it  is  sent 
to  the  police  station  to  be  exchanged  for  a  fresh  one.  The  first 
employer  during  the  week  has  to  affix  the  stamp.  In  recognition 
of  the  moral  duty  of  each  individual  to  lay  by  something,  the  old 
age  and  disablement  insurance  does  not  attempt  to  provide  full 
means  of  support,  but  only  an  addition  to  it,  which,  in  cases  of 
need,  might  be  made  to  suf^ce  for  a  living,  though  on  a  very 
modest  scale.  At  the  same  time,  the  Act  imposes  the  duty  of  con- 
tribution to  this  fund  upon  the  employer,  the  employ^,  and  a  third 
interested  factor,  namely,  the  community.  The  empire  contributes 
to  each  annuity  the  fixed  sum  of  50  marks  per  annum,  and  pays 
the  subscription  of  the  workman  while  serving  in  the  army  or 
navy.  A  pension  is  not  obtainable  before  a  certain  amount  has 
been  contributed,  namely,  255  weekly  subscriptions,  or  four  and 
a-half  years,  as  minimum  to  procure  an  invalid  pension,  and  1410 
weekly  subscriptions,  or  27  years,  for  the  old  age  pension.  Last 
year  there  were  265,000  disabled,  and  201,329  old  persons  drawing 
annuities  in  Germany. 

An  Act  is  coming  into  force  in  France  whereby  some  7,000,000 
artisans  and  other  workmen  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension  at  the 
age  of  65,  on  condition  that  they  shall  have  deducted  i  sou  per 
day  in  cases  of  wages  of  less  than  2  francs  and  2  sous  in  the  case 
of  wages  above  that  amount,  the  employer  adding  a  corresponding 
sum,  besides  which  the  latter  shall  contribute  4  sous  per  day  in 
respect  of  every  foreign  workman  employed  by  him,  with  the 
object  of  creating^  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions to  workmen  invalided  before  the  age  at  which  pensions  be- 
come payable  in  the  ordinary  course,  and  in  case  of  inability  to 
work  from  causes  not  provided  for  by  the  law,  or  accidents  to 
workmen.  The  full  pension  will  be  300  francs.  The  bill  further 
provides  for  the  payment  of  a  certain   amount  to  the   widow  and 
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children  of  workmen  who  die  before  they  attain  the  limit  of  age 
entitling  them  to  a  pension. 

To  our  sister  colony  of  New  Zealand  belongs  the  honor  of 
having  passed  in  1898,  by  a  parliament  largely  elected  by  women, 
the  first  Act  of  any  legislature  in  the  British  Empire  to  provide  an 
old  age  pension  for  persons  of  either  sex  of  over  65  years  of  age. 
The  applicant  must  have  lived  25  years  in  the  Colony,  must  be  a 
British  subject — not  however  an  Asiatic — must  be  ot  reason- 
ably good  character,  must  not  have  been  an  habitual  drunkard, 
nor  have  been  guilty  of  family  desertion.  Only  those  whose 
annual  income  from  any  source  is  less  than  $170  are  entitled  to  the 
full  pension  of  $1.73  a  week,  or  about  $90  a  year,  and  for  every 
dollar  of  excess  over  the  amount  specified  $5  is  deducted  from  the 
pension,  so  that  if  the  private  income  exceed  $170  a  year  by  $90, 
no  pension  would  be  paid.  It  is  believed  in  New  Zealand  that 
this  Act  will  be  an  incentive  to  thrift.  In  this  connection  the  follow- 
ing quotation  from  the  Canterbury  Times  of  January  9th,  1900, 
will  be  of  interest  : — "Mr.  Lloyd,  an  American  gentleman,  refers 
with  extreme  satisfaction  to  the  fact  that  he  arrived  in  the  Colony 
early  enough  to  see  the  first  payment  made  to  worn-out  working 
men  and  women  by  the  only  people  in  Christendom  who  have 
willingly  taxed  every  one  of  themselves  for  old  age  pensions  for  the 
needy." 

Such,  very  briefly  and  imperfectly  stated,  are  some  of  the 
schemes  that  have  been  undertaken  in  other  countries  to  help  the 
poor.  Whether  any  of  them  would  be  suitable  to  this  country,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say.  That  there  is  need  of  something  analogous 
in  the  older  Provinces  now,  and  will  be  also  in  time  in  Western 
Canada  also,  I  am  quite  convinced. 

From  a  Vagrancy  Act  which  allowed  of  the  commitment  and 
re-commitment  to  jail  as  vagrants  of  respectable  old  people,  whose 
only  crime  was  poverty,  to  an  Act  making  provision  for  those  who 
can  work  no  longer,  may  be  a  long  thought,  but  surely  we  women 
of  the  National  Council,  as  we  have  worked  for  the  abolition  of 
the  one,  may  yet  hope  to  attain  the  other. 

Every  woman  has,  whether  she  will  or  not,  the  responsibility 
of  personal  influence,  not  only  among  her  equals,  but  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  among  her  poorer  sisters  also.  W^ith  the  advantage 
of  superior  education  and  environment,  her  personal  interest  in 
some  of  the  poor  of  her  neighborhood  will  mean  much  to  them,  far 
more,  indeed,  than  alms,  which  should  in  most  cases  be  given  only 
with  much  caution  and  forethought.  She  can,  however,  as  a 
friend  help  them  by  precept  and  advice  to    better  ways    of  living, 
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and  may  encourag^e  them  if  she  will  to  beg'in  the  habit  of  sav'ing,  a 
habit  which  unfortunately  needs  much  encouragement  in  Canada 
among  the  poorer  people.  If  this  Council  woman,  for  it  is  of  her 
I  speak,  is  in  earnest  in  this  effort  she  will  post  herself  fully  in  the 
working  of  benefit  societies,  fuel  clubs,  savings  banks,  and  the 
like,  and  so  may  help  these  people  to  help  themselves  so  wisely  as 
to  well  deserve  the  honored  name  of  a  "  friendly  visitor." 

Let  us  see  to  it  then  that  we  do  what  we  can  to  educate  pub- 
lic opinion  in  these  matters,  by  making  them  the  subject  of 
addresses  and  discussions  at  the  meetings  of  our  Local  Councils, 
and  especially  by  making  a  study  of  the  many  schemes  for  the 
relief  ol  our  poorer  brethren  which  could  be  only  touched  upon  in 
this  brief  paper. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  paper  Mrs.  McEw-en  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  writers  and  readers  of  the  above  papers,  and  for 
the  thoughtful  care  and  preparation  they  had  bestowed  upon  them. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Miss  Crease,  and  unanimously 
carried.  The  meeting  broke  up  with  the  singing  of  "God  Save 
the  Queen." 
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FIFTH    DAY'S    PROCEEDINGS. 

MONDAY,  JULY  30th. 


PRIVATE    AND    FINAL    MEETING    OF    COUNCIL. 

The  proceeding-s  commenced  at  10  o'clock  with  silent  prayer, 
the  first  part  of  the  meeting-  being  private,  when  the  following 
reports  were  read  : — 

REPORT     OF    COMMITTEE     ON     LAWS     FOR     BETTER 
PROTECTION    OF    WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 


Your  Committee  begs  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Council,  the  need  of  amendments  to  the  Criminal  Code  was  again  brought  before 
the  Government  and  attention  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill,  brought  before  the 
House  of  Commons  by  John  Charlton,  M.  P.,  to  raise  the  age  of  consent  to 
eighteen,  did  not  altogether  cover  the  wish  of  the  Council,  which  is,  that  the 
age  of  absolute  protection  in  Canada  be  raised  to  sixteen  years  as  it  is  now  in 
England. 

The  following  letter  from  your  Committee  was  sent  to  Mr.  Charlton. 

M(DNTREAL,   MARCH   27TH,   1900. 

John  Charlton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Ottawa. 

DEAR  SIR: — As  Convener  of  the  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of 
Women  on  the  Better  Protection  of  Women  and  Children,  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Kelso,  referring  to  your  Bill  amending  the  Criminal  Code,  has  been  sent  to  me. 
In  your  letter  you  say  your  Bill  raises  the  age  of  consent  to  eighteen  without 
any  condition  as  to  exemptions. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  your  amendment—"  Sub- 
stituting the  word  eighteen  for  the  word  sixteen  in  the  fifth  line  "  of  section  181 
leaves  uncancelled  the  existing  condition  and  only  gives  protection  to  girls  of 
previously  chaste  character,  it  is  really  more  important  that  the  age  of  unquali- 
fied protection  be  raised  to  sixteen  than  that  a  conditional  protection  be  granted 
them  up  to  eighteen,  for  the  following  reasons:  — 

1st.  It  is  exceptional  that  a  girl  under  sixteen  among  the  wealthier  classes, 
whose  previously  chaste  character  can  be  easily  established,  is  seduced:  the 
crime  is  generally  committed  upon  working  girls,  away  from  home  and  under  no 
protection  from  father  or  brother.  It  has  been  found  by  those  who  have  sought 
to  punish  the  crime  against  such  girls,  an  impossibility  to  establish  a  previously 
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chaste  character.  A  few  dollars  can  buy  from  depraved  men  and  women  a  sworn 
statement  to  the  contrary,  the  larger  wage  earned  by  the  man  enables  him  easily 
to  procure  such  witnesses  to  destroy  the  character  of  the  girl,  while  the  prev- 
iously innocent  girl  has  neither  the  means  to  procure  defense,  nor  knowledge  how 
to  establish  her  former  chasity.  —  (See  note  on  this  clause  in  the  Bill  that  passed 
the  Senate  last  year  :  the  interpretation  of  the  Hon.  David  A\ills.) 

2nd.  That  the  law  does  not  say  chaste  SINCE  fourteen  years  of  age  ;  it 
leaves  absolutely  unprotected  a  child  over  thirteen  who  at  any  time  has  not  had 
a  chaste  character;  this  takes  away  the  protection  of  the  law  from  all  young 
offenders,  who,  upon  gaining  more  mature  knowledge,  try  to  lead  a  life  of  virtue. 

3rd.  The  women  of  the  Council  hold  that  even  admitting  that  the  child  over 
fourteen  and  under  sixteen  is  depraved,  public  morality  demands  that  mature 
men  shall  be  prohibited  from  assisting  her  in  her  depravity. 

4th.  In  answer  to  the  argument  that  men  should  be  protected  from  the 
danger  of  blackmail,  we  wish  to  put  before  you  that  it  is  much  easier  for  a  man 
to  establish  his  innocency  than  for  a  working  girl  to  establish  her  previous 
chaste  character,  once  it  is  lost,  and  that  the  law  in  protecting  the  strong  leaves 
unprotected  the  needy  and  helpless. 

The  women  of  the  Council  through  their  Committee  would  therefore  urge  you 
to  amend  your  Bill  so  that  it  would  correspond  with  the  one  that  passed  the 
Senate  last  year. 

The  Committee  would  also  bring  to  your  notice  the  need  of  protection  for 
young  boys  under  eighteen,  (those  engaged  in  rescue  work  know  that  many 
depraved  women  ruin  young  boys  and  then  live  on  their  earnings.)  if  the 
woman  is  older  than  the  boy  of  eighteen,  she  should  be  the  one  punished.  If  the 
boy  and  girl  are  under  sixteen  both  should  be  punished.  If  this  were  so  it  would 
protect  our  boys  from  the  wiles  of  depraved  girls  over  fourteen,  and  check  youth- 
ful immorality.  The  plea  that  a  full  grown  man  needs  indulgence  for  his 
inability  to  resist  the  wiles  of  a  depraved  child  of  fourteen  is  one  that  to  the 
feminine  mind  borders  on  the  ridiculous. 

Trusting  that  you  will  give  our  letter  careful  consideration. 

I  remain. 

Yours,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

HENRIETTA  ^\.   EDWARDS. 

Later,  at  an  interview  with  'V\r  Charlton  at  Ottawa,  he  kindly  stated,  that 
if  the  ladies  of  the  Council  would  formulate  the  changes  desired,  he  would 
incorporate  them  in  a  Bill  and  bring  it  before  the  House  next  Session.  Your 
Committtee  would  therefore  suggest  that  the  following  proposed  amendments  be 
adopted  by  the  Council  and  that  your  Committee  be  authorized  to  communicate 
them  to  Mr.  Charlton. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS    TO  CRIMINAL  CODE. 

"That  Section  181  be  amended  by  repealing  the  section  as  amended 
by  Chapter  32  of  the  Statutes  of  1893  and  substituting  the  follow- 
ing Section"  therefore — 

181.  "Every  one  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years  is  guilty  of  an 
indictable  offence  and  liable  to  two  years  imprisonment  who  unlaw- 
fully and  carnally  knows  or  attempts  to  have  unlawful  carnal 
knowledge  of  any  girl  above  the  age  of  thirteen  and  under  the  age 
of  sixteen." 
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181  (a.)  "Everyone  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years  is  guilty  of 
an  indictable  offence  and  liable  to  one  year's  imprisonment  who 
seduces  and  has  illicit  connection  with  any  girl  of  previously  chaste 
character  above  the  age  of  sixteen  and  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years." 

That  Section  183  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  words,  "shop, 
store,  or  dwelling-house"  after  the  word  "work-shop." 

Although  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Criminal  Code  introduced  by  the  Hon.  David 
Mills  and  passed  by  the  Senate,  29th  June,  1899  was  rendered  non-effective  by 
the  neglect  of  his  colleagues  to  bring  it  forward  in  the  House  of  Commons,  your 
Committee  think  it  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  amendment  to  Section  181 
was  passed,  because  it  showed  the  growth  of  public  opinion  on  this  question  as 
represented  by  so  influential  a  body  as  the  Senate  of  Canada.  A  Bill,  introduced 
in  1897,  proposed  to  raise  the  age  of  consent  to  eighteen,  but  the  Senate  restored 
it  to  sixteen.  In  June,  1899,  the  Senate  sanctioned  the  raising  of  the  age  to 
eighteen.  Your  Committee  hopes  that  in  its  next  annual  report  it  may  be  able 
to  state  that  a  bill  has  passed  both  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  raising  the 
age  of  consent  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  giving  absolute  protection  to  sixteen 
years  of  age. 

Your  Committee  feels  that  the  thanks  of  the  Council  are  due  the  Hon.  David 
Mills,  Minister  of  Justice,  for  the  consideration  he  has  given  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Council  in  this  important  matter. 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  to  the  Council  two  points  for  consideration 
which  are  referred  to  in  the  letter  sent  to  Mr.  Charlton,  namely,  the  protection 
of  young  boys  under  eighteen  and  the  punishment  of  youthful  offenders  in  this 
matter,  who  are  under  sixteen.  As  the  Section  181  now  stands,  the  words 
"everyone"  includes  boys  under  sixteen  :  the  amendment  proposed  makes 
guilty  only  those  above  sixteen,  this  change  is  thought  best  as  it  is  not  considered 
that  a  boy  under  sixteen  should  be  held  as  responsible  as  one  older,  but  at  the 
same  time  your  Committee  feel  that  such  a  serious  crime  against  morality  ought  not 
to  go  unpunished. 

The  amendment  suggested  to  Section  183  is  to  make  quite  clear  that  it 
covers  domestic  servants  and  shop  girls  as  it  is  evidently  intended  to  do  as 
shown  by  the  title  of  this  Section  in  the  index  and  marginal  note. 

Your  Committee  begs  to  suggest  that  its  duties  be  extended — that  in  addition 
to  "Laws  for  the  Better  Protection  of  Women  and  Children  "  it  be  empowered  to 
gather  information  as  to  all  efforts  made  by  Local  Councils  (or  societies  affiliated 
with  them)  to  aid  and  protect  women  and  children.  Mrs.  Drummond  heartily 
endorses  this  idea.  Your  Committee  feeling  the  need  of  such  a  report  begs  to 
submit  a  short  report  of  what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  by  a  number 
of  the  Councils  for  the  protection  of  women  and  children. 

SHORT     REPORT     OF     WORK     DONE     IN     THE     PROVINCES     FOR     THE 
PROTECTION    OF    WOMEN    AND    CHILDREN. 


Ontario  is  the  "  banner"  Province  in  its  care  of  women  and  children.  A 
great  deal  of  active  work  has  been  accomplished  in  it  by  the  Government  and  by 
charitable  societies.  There  are  thirty  Children's  Aid  Societies  in  Ontario. 
Toronto  reports  beneficial  results  following  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  Regulating 
Maternity  Boarding  Houses. 

In  Quebec,  the  Montreal  Local  Council,  after  careful  investigation,  petitioned 
the  City  Council  to  pass  a  by-law  to  Regulate  Maternity  Boarding  Houses — no 
action  as  yet  has  been  taken  on  the  petition  except  referring  it  to  the  Police 
Committee. 
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This  Council  has  received  word  from  the  Quebec  legislature  that  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Quebec  Industrial  Establishment's  Act,  promised  some  time  ago,  has 
finally  been  passed,  and  that  henceforth  shops  as  well  as  factories  will  be  under 
proper  inspection.  Although  the  Council's  amendment  desiring  seats  in  shops 
has  not  been  adopted,  the  Committee  feels  that  a  great  step  has  been  gained  in 
the  extension  of  inspection  to  the  smaller  business  concerns  where  so  many 
women  are  engaged,  and  that  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  Council  that 
their  patient  and  untiring  efforts  in  this  direction  have  at  last  met  with  this 
satisfactory  result.  It  is  hoped  that  further  efforts  in  regard  to  seats  for 
employes  will  have  the  same  fortunate  results. 

In  Prince  Edward  Island  the  Woman's  Local  Council  of  Charlottetown  sent 
in  a  petition  to  the  School  Board  asking  their  help  in  securing  a  Truancy  Act. 
Between  200  and  300  children  between  the  age  of  seven  and  fourteen  did  not 
attend  school  in  Charlottetown.  The  School  Trustees  acted  at  once  and  secured 
an  Act  to  rectify  this  neglect.  This  Council  also  sent  in  a  petition  to  the  City 
Council  asking  for  improved  sanitary  conditions  where  women  are  employed.  A 
Committee  was  appointed  by  the  City  Council  to  enquire  into  the  matter  with  a 
view  to  proper  legislation  re  this  matter. 

From  New  Brunswick,  St.  John's  Local  Council  reports  that  efforts  were 
being  made  by  it  to  secure  the  ringing  of  the  Curfew  Bell,  but  on  receiving  reports 
from  Ottawa  and  Toronto,  unfavorable  to  the  working  of  this  act,  these  efforts 
were  discontinued.  Active  measures  towards  securing  compulsory  education 
were  made  by  one  of  the  Affiliated  Societies  of  the  St.  John's  Local  Council  and 
the  question  was  brought  before  the  Legislature. 

Report  comes  from  the  Woman's  Local  Council  of  Brandon  stating  that  a 
Children's  Aid  Society  has  been  formed  in  that  City,  and  that  three  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Council  are  on  the  Directorate.  Brandon  also  reports  that  good 
work  has  been  done  in  caring  for  dependent  and  homeless  children  and  others 
needing  protection.    Active  rescue  and  preventive  work  has  also  been  carried  on. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Committee, 

HENRIETTA  M.   EDWARDS. 

REPORT    RE    CUSTODIAL    CARE    OF    FEEBLE    MINDED 

WOMEN. 


As  Convener  of  this  Committee  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

^fter  sending  a  copy  of  the  petition  presented  by  the  Ontario  Local  Councils 
to  the  Ontario  Legislature  last  autumn  to  all  the  Provincial  Vice-Presidents  the 
following  facts  have  been  gleaned  : 

1.  Toronto  reports  that  in  nearly  all  of  the  Charitable  Institutions  for  the 
care  of  children,  and  in  the  City  Hospitals  the  various  Boards  of  Management 
stated  that  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases  where  illegitimate  children  were 
under  their  care,  they  were  the  children  of  mothers  who,  though  physically 
strong,  were  mentally  weak.  In  each  case  these  unfortunate  women  were 
mothers  of  one  or  more  children. 

2.  From  the  Infants  Home,  Toronto,  the  Register  showed  that  of  143  mothers 
admitted  during  the  last  two  years,  38  were  feeble  minded;  of  these  mothers 
three  were  girls  of  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  3  were  girls  of  only  fourteen 
years  of  age.      From  other  Institutions  came  equally  sad  stories. 
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3.  From  Ottawa  comes  the  report  of  The  Haven.  Of  60  inmates,  22  were 
noticeably  of  feeble  intellect,  five  of  whom  had  had  one  child,  five  more  than  one, 
seven  had  had  two,  one  had  had  seven,  and  one  eight;  all  these  were  either  feeble 
minded,  epileptic,  or  physically  unsound  and  inclined  to  vice. 

Hamilton  reports  from  the  Home  for  the  Friendless,  six  cases,  one  of  whom 
had  five  children,  two  being  quite  idiotic. 

London  reports  eleven  cases.  Two.  women  had  had  two  children,  each 
being  physically  defective,  one  had  had  three,  one  had  had  twins,  and  the  others 
one  child  each;  in  all  these  cases  the  mothers  were  mentally  defective. 

Now  although  this  is  by  no  means  a  perfect  list,  (there  are  known  to  exist 
in  Ontario  some  900  cases),  yet  surely  it  is  sufficient  to  arouse  us  all  to  the 
great  need  of  some  steps  being  taken  to  place  these  unfortunates  under  custod- 
ial guardianship.  The  Premier  of  Ontario  who  has  been  interviewed  by  members 
of  the  Committee  recently,  has  declared  his  intention  of  having  a  more  thorough 
investigation  made  in  the  Province  concerning  the  number  of  such  women  of 
feeble  intellect,  and  has  also  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Women's  Council  for 
the  help  they  have  given,  in  bringing  the  subject  before  his  notice. 

In  the  Province  of  Quebec  the  Montreal  Local  Council  had  decided  to  ask 
the  Provincial  Legislature  to  conduct  a  smiilar  investigation. 

In  Great  Britain  much  attention  to  the  case  of  these  unfortunate  women  is 
being  given  and  the  need  of  special  care  and  supervision  is  fully  recognized  as 
a  matter  of  national  importance. 

In  the  United  States,  also,  the  leading  philanthropic  and  charitable  workers 
are  united  in  their  opinion  of  the  need  of  special  legislation  for  this  class  of 
detectives,  and  custodial  care  in  special  institutions  is  provided  for  women  who, 
while  not  insane  or  imbecile,  are  still  of  feeble  intellect.  A  prominent  worker, 
Mrs.  Lowell,  writes  "We  have  in  this  State  a  Custodial  Asylum  for  Feeble 
Minded  Women  where  they  are  trained  to  lead  useful  and  happy  lives,  but  are 
surrounded  by  proper  safeguards  all  through  life,  any  arguments  against  such 
Custodial  Asylums,  based  in  regard  to  personal  liberty,  cannot  of  course  be  con- 
sidered by  those  acquainted  with  the  class  referred  to,  as  for  them  liberty  too 
often  means  that  they  are  handed  over  to  the  control  of  the  vicious  and  degraded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  YARKER, 

Convener. 

The  adoption  of  the  first  report  with  the  recommendations 
therein  contained  \va.s  moved  by  Miss  Crease,  Victoria,  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Gardiner,  Charlottetown,  and  carried. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon,  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Cochrane,  Kingston  : — Resolved  that  this  Standing  Committee  be 
asked  to  continue  its  valuable  work, — and  that  the  scope  of  the 
same  be  enlarged  as  suggested  in  its  report. 

The  adoption  of  the  second  report  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Hill, 
New  Westminster,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Phipps,  representing  Regina, 
and  carried. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  private  session,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  called  the  roll  and  read  the  following  letter  : — 


Dear  Miss  IVilson 
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VICTORIA,  B.C.,  28th  July,   1900. 


I  enclose  ten  dollars  for  my  yearly  subscription,  and  must  congratulate  you 
on  the  great  success  of  the  Victoria  Meeting  of  the  Council. 

I  read  with  much  interest  some  of  the  papers  published  by  the  press,  and 
among  others,  that  of  Miss  Cameron  :  "  Parent  and  Teacher,"  and,  as  a  parent, 
I  am  bound  to  acknowledge  the  truth  as  well  as  the  value  of  her  observations. 

Believe  me.  dear  Miss  Wilson, 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Sgd.)     HENRY  JOLY  DE  L. 

(Applause.) 

The  Secretary  also  expressed  her  pleasure  in  announcing- 
that  Mrs.  Robson,  Victoria,  desired  to  become  a  Life  Member  ot 
the  National  Council  for  which  purpose  she  had  handed  in  her  fee 
of  $25.00.      (Applause.) 

An  invitation  to  visit  and  inspect  the  Royal  Jubilee  Hospital 
was  read  by  the  Corresponding-  Secretary. 

Lady  Taylor  said  she  was  afraid  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  members  to  visit  the  hospital  as  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
Victoria  was  nearly  at  an  end.  Individually  they  might  do  so, — 
that  is,  those  who  remained  over.  She  therefore  deemed  it  advis- 
able that  the  Secretary  express  the  thanks  of  the  Council  for  the 
kind  invitation  and  explain  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
attend  as  a  body. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  further  read  a  telegram  from 
Mr.  McQueen,  acting  Mayor  of  Vancouver. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  July  27th. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  McLagan, 

Care  Women's  Council,  Victoria. 

Council  will  give  luncheon  to  party  on  arrival  on  Thursday,  and  drive  them 
around  park.  Have  arranged  with  Tramway  Co.  for  a  trip  to  Westminster  and 
return. 

JAMES  MCQUEEN, 

Acting  Major. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  explained  that  the  delegates 
would  leave  Vancouver  for  New  Westminster  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  Thursday  and  return  in  the  evening  and  that  the 
drive  through  Vancouver  would  be  held  on  Friday  morning.  She 
further  requested  that  any  ladies  desiring  hospitality  should  at  once 
send  in  their  names  to  her. 
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It  was  also  announced  that  the  Nelson  Local  Council  were 
desirous  of  meeting  the  delegates  on  their  way  East. 

Miss  Harrington  asked  for  the  names  of  those  who  intended 
to  return  about  the  20th  or  24th  of  August  to  Toronto.  She  sug- 
gested that  they  secure  a  car  and  go  all  together.  She  volunteered 
to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements. 

A  Delegate — "Where  will  Miss  Harrington  be  found"? 
(Laughter.) 

Lady    Taylor — "Yes,    that   is   a   very   important  question." 

Miss  Harrington  replied  that  communications  would  reach 
her  at  Ashcroft. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  announced,  amid  applause, 
that  Miss  Ross  had  contributed  $10  in  payment  of  her  subscription 
as  an  annual  patron. 

Lady  Taylor  called  for  the  Financial  Report,  which  was  read 
by  the  Acting  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Coad. 

Mrs.  Coad  reported  that  the  Committee  of  Officers  had  gone 
carefully  into  the  Treasurer's  Statement,  and  now  submitted  a 
balance  sheet  which  they  could  not  make  coincide  exactly  with 
that  of  the  Treasurer,  inasmuch  as  there  were  $12.00  received 
through  Miss  Wilson  for  reports  and  badges,  which  did  not  appear 
in  the  original  statement.  This  omission  would  explain  the  ab- 
sence of  any  mention  of  the  money  sent  by  the  Brandon  Council 
for  verbatim  reports,  and  Mrs.  Coad  pointed  out  that  the  Van- 
couver Council  had  paid  their  Council  aid  for  i8g8,  part  before 
and  part  after  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Hamilton,  so  that  $11.00 
appears  in  the  report  for  1898  and  $39.00  in  the  report  for  1899, 
making  a  total  of  $50.00. 

The  Committee  disclaimed  absolute  accuracy  for  the  state- 
ment wliich  was  read,  as  there  were  several  entries  which  they  had 
failed  to  understand,  and  could  not  verify  in  the  absence  of  the 
Treasurer's  bank  book.  According  to  their  estimate,  however, 
the  receipts,  including  $43.00  received  during  the  current  meeting, 
amounted  to  $889.15,  and  the  disbursements  to  $811.42,  or  in- 
cluding sums  due  for  outstanding  bills,  to  $892.86,  leaving  a 
deficit  of  $3.71. 

Lady  Taylor — This  will  give  us  a  very  general  idea  of  how 
we  stand.  We  cannot  take  these  figures  absolutely,  and  conse- 
quently they  can  only  be  considered  as  approximating  our  actual 
standing.  The  Treasurer  has  written  to  me,  directing  attention  to 
the  difference  in  the  amounts  received  this  year  and  last  year  ;  but 
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it  should  be  remembered  that  our  last  financial  year  was  eighteen 
months,  while  this  one  is  but  nine.  It  is  therefore  manifestly  un- 
fair to  compare  the  two  years.  I  am  thankful  that  we  have  only 
a  deficit  of  $3.71.  However,  we  will  take  things  in  hand  during^ 
the  coming  term,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  ensuing  year  the  balance 
will  be  on  the  other  side. 

Mrs.  Coad  asked  the  representatives  of  the  Councils  who  had 
not  contributed  to  the  Council  Aid  Fund,  or  paid  their  fees,  to  see 
that  they  were  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Hoodless. 

Ladv  Taylor  could  not  ask  the  Council  to  adopt  the  report 
because  it  had  not  been  audited,  and  suggested  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  procure  the  services  of  an  auditor,  whose  report 
should  be  submitted  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Mrs.  Cummings  suggested  that  the  appointment  of  the  auditor 
be  left  with  the  President. 

Miss  Cameron  seconded  and  Lady  Taylor  asked  if  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Council  that  the  services  of  an  expert  accountant  be 
secured. 

The  Recording  Secretary  explained  that  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  had  hitherto  been  audited  by  one  who  was  not  a  profes- 
sional, who  kindly  volunteered  her  services. 

It  was  finally  moved  by  Mrs.  Phipps,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Tuck, 
that  the  services  of  an  auditor  be  secured. 

The  President,  in  calling  for  the  Statement  of  the  Guarantee 
Fund,  which  was  read  by  Mrs.  Coad,  explained  that  Mrs.  Edward 
Griffin,  The  Russell,  Ottawa,  had  been  appointed  last  autumn  by 
Lady  Aberdeen  as  Treasurer  of  this  fund. 

LADY  ABERDEEN'S  SPECIAL  FUND 
for  headquarter's  office    and  salary  of   secretary. 

STATEMENT  OF  TREASURER,  JULY,  1900. 

SUMS  GUARANTEED ; 

For  First  Year,  beginning  August,  1899 |1,000  00 

For  Second  Year,      "               "       1900 930  00 

For  Third  Year,         "               "       1901 930  00 

#2,860  00 
RECEIPTS: 

For  First  Year $1,000  00 

For  Second  Year 342  00 

For  Third  Year 110  00 

Interest  on  Bank  Deposits  17  19 

$1,469  19 
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LADY  ABERDEEN'S  SPECIAL  JFUND— Continued. 


DISBURSEMENTS: 

Secretary's  Travelling  Expenses  to  Ottawa, 

August,  1899 

Salary,  Sept.,  1899,  to  June,  1900 

Rent  of  Office,  Nov.  1899,  to  Aug,,  1900 

Discount    

Balance  in  Hand 

(Including  $25.00  paid  by  Hamilton  Local 
Council  to  National  Treasurer  and  retained 
by  her  under  an   erroneous  impression.) 


$90  00 

666  66 

135  00 

15 



891  81 

f577  38 

$1,469  19 


STATEMENT    RE    SUMS    GUARANTEED    AND    PAID    UP 

TO  JULY,    1900. 


NAME  OF  GUARANTOR. 


Mrs.  John  McDougall, Montreal 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Drummond,      " 

Sir  Frank  Smith,  Toronto 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Sanford,  Hamilton 

Lady  Gzowski,  Toronto 

Miss  Carty,  "         

Mrs.  Sedgwick,  Ottawa  

Mrs.  Archibald,  Halifax   

Mrs.  W.  W.  Ogilvie,  Montreal.. 
Mrs.  CharlesWilson, Vancouver 
Mrs.  C.  A.  E.  Harris,  Ottawa  ... 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Bronson         '" 

Hamilton  Local  Council 

Mrs,  A.  T.  Wood,  Hamilton 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Gibson,       "       

Mrs.Cummings'Life  Member  fee 

Mrs.  R.  Reid,  Montreal  

Mrs.  Edward  Griffin,  Ottawa... 
New  Westminster  Local  Council 
Prince  Edward  Isl.    " 

Mrs.  McEwen,  Brandon 

Miss  Macleod,  Ottawa  
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The  following-  statement  was  drawn  up  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  reg^arding  the  verbatim  reports  : 

As  to  the  printing-  and  sale  of  our  reports  for  1899,  I  beg  to 
say  that  I  was  able  to  keep  well  within  the  $300,  appropriated 
by  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  printing  the  Verbatim  Report 
and  the  Handbook,  thanks  to  Mrs.  Yarker's  g^enerous  donation  of 
$18.00.  The  Verbatim  Report  contained  324  pages,  and  300 
copies  were  printed.  It  is  offered  to  the  Local  Councils  at  con- 
siderably under  cost  of  production  as  an  inducement  to  them  to 
purchase  it  ;  yet  of  the  300  copies,  only  186  have  been  ordered  by 
members  of  Council  :  48  have  been  given  free  to  officers  and 
others,  and  one  copy  to  each  Local  Council,  leaving  a  balance  on 
hand  of  66  copies. 

The  Treasurer  has  remarked  on  the  small  sum  received  by  her 
for  reports — $47.00  (the  Finance  Committee  make  it  $57.00) — but 
that  is  only  a  portion  of  the  total  sum  which  should  be  received  for 
sale  of  reports,  namely  :— $93.00,  the  balance  of  which  is  still  due 
by  Local  Councils. 

I  have  some  proposals  to  make  about  the  printing-  for  this 
next  year.  It  seems  to  me  very  desirable  that  the  Verbatim  Re- 
port should  be  rendered  as  indispensable  to  members  of  Council  as 
possible — and,  at  its  present  low  figure,  it  should  be  within  the 
reach  of  all,  I  therefore  propose  :  (i)  that  we  print  our  list  of 
Officers  and  roll-call  of  Federated  Associations  in  the  Report  only 
and  not  in  the  Handbook  ;  (2)  that  we  make  the  Handbook  as 
elucidatory  and  progressive  a  statement  of  our  work  as  possible, 
but  not  a  yearly  production.  It  has  always  been  given  free  and 
should  be  widely  distributed.  It  should,  to  my  mind,  contain  the 
Constitution  and  Standing  Orders  for  the  National  Council  and 
those  recommended  for  Local  Councils,  with  "  Hints  on  How  to 
Organize,"  and  our  '"List  of  Achievements,"  leaving  out  the  list  of 
delegates  and  the  shortened  agenda,  so  as  to  obviate  having-  to  print 
a  new  edition  every  year.  In  the  place  of  this  I  would  substitute 
a  list  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  National  Council,  and  an 
alphabetical  list  of  all  papers  and  addresses  given  at  Annual  Meet- 
ings, with  the  names  of  the  speakers  in  each  case.  This  we  could 
bring  up  to  date,  when  a  new  edition  should  be  required.  It 
would  make  a  volume  of  about  forty  pages,  and  a  sufficient  num- 
ber should  be  printed  to  last  for  several  years. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  theCorresponding  Secretary  said  that 
she  noticed  in  going  over  the  Treasurer's  report  that  some  of  the 
Councils  had  ordered  a  number  of  Verbatim  Reports  and  had  paid 
for  less  than  they  had  received.      One  Council  had  ordered  ten  and 
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had  paid  for  six,  they  had  doubtless  paid  for  what  they  sold.  She 
susfS'ested  that  the  Treasurer  be  asked  to  remind  each  Council  of 
its  indebtedness.  She  knew  of  one  Council  that  always  paid 
beforehand  for  the  full  number  ordered,  and  she  thou<jht  this  a 
good   plan. 

Miss  Crease  sug-g-ested  that  the  list  of  officers  be  asked  for  as 
late  as  possible  before  the  publication  of  the  report. 

Lady  Taylor  replied  that  the  names  of  the  last  officers  elected 
were  those  required. 

Mrs.  Cummings  favored  giving  each  Council  a  short  report 
of  the  national  proceedings,  and  also,  if  possible,  the  Federated 
Societies.  It  was  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents,  as  to  whether  it 
was  more  expensive  to  give  a  large  report  to  the  President  of  each 
Council,  to  be  passed  round,  or  a  number  of  smaller  condensed 
reports,  which  could  be  also  distributed  among  the  Federated 
Societies.  Although  she  favored  Miss  Wilson's  suggestion,  she 
was,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  opinion  that  each  Society  should 
have  a  copy  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  asked  that  those  who  con- 
templated ordering  copies  of  the  next  Verbatim  Report  should  do 
so  at  once. 

Mrs.  Day,  Victoria,  favored  the  publication  of  a  handbook 
containing  all  the  resolutions  of  the  National  Council  from  its 
inauguration  and  then  more  could  be  added  after  each  proceedings. 
In  that  way  they  could  have  on  hand  a  running  history  of  the 
Council  which  would  prove  most  valuable. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  was  also  of  the  opinion  that 
such  a  book  would  become  a  very  valuable  history.  She  proposed 
that  a  short  account  of  the  Annual  Meeting  be  published,  and  the 
handbook,  containing  more  complete  information,  at  intervals.  It 
was  not  necessary  that  the  handbook  be  published  annually,  so 
long  as  it  contained  an  accurate  history  of  the  proceedings  and 
work  of  the  National  Council. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  suggested  that,  in  order  to  defray 
the  expense  entailed  in  the  publication  of  the  report,  advertisements 
regarding  women's  work  be  inserted  in  the  pages.  It  was  folly  to 
continue  publishing  these  reports  at  a  loss.  She  admitted  that  it 
did  not  seem  dignified,  but  thought  that  the  lack  of  dignity  would 
be  mitigated  if  the  advertisements  referred  to  nothing  else  but 
women's  work. 

Miss  Wilson  pointed  out  that  no  advertising  agent  would 
meet  with  success  in  securing  advertisements  for   a   circulation  of 
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but  three  hundred.  If  one  thousand  copies  were  issued  then  this 
mij^ht  be  considered,  but  with  the  size  of  the  present  edition  it  would 
be  utterly  useless  to  make  the  attempt.  The  question  of  advertise- 
ments had  come  up  before,  and  was  deemed  impracticable.  Last 
year  the  Council  decided  that  it  would  be  responsible  for  the 
cost  of  the  printing-,  reducing-  the  price  per  copy  in  order  that  all 
members  of  the  Local   Councils  could   afford  them. 

Mrs.  Cummings  again  spoke  in  favor  of  providing  the 
Federated  Societies  with  copies  of  the  proceedings,  even  if  they 
only  amounted  to  a  few  pages.  The  interest  created  would 
justify  the  expense. 

The  President  suggested  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
deal  with  this  matter,  but  Miss  Wilson  explained  that  a  Committee 
had  been  appointed  last  year  and  she  had  repeatedly  asked  the 
convener  to  call  a  meeting,  yet  nothing  had  been  done.  She 
finally  moved,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Jenkins,  the  re-appointment  of  the 
Publication  Committee  to  ascertain  the  best  way  in  which  the 
Verbatim  Report  could  be  printed.  She  also  moved  that  Miss 
FitzGibbon  be  appointed  Convener  and  that  there  should  be  a 
meeting  convened  to  report  to  the  Executive  Committee  next  year. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  thought  that  the  lady  who  was 
appointed  Convener  last  year  might  consider  it  discourteous  to  her 
if  the  present  appointment  was  made,  but  the  President  replied 
that  these  appointments  were  made  annually. 

Miss  Wilson's  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Jenkins  and 
carried  as  given. 

The  next  business  was  the  Queston  Box.  The  first  question 
was  as  follows  : 

Q. — Kindly  outline  the  constitutional  way  for  Local  Councils 
to  appoint,  or  elect  their  deleg-ates  to  the  National  Conference. 

In  reply  Mrs.  Cummings  stated  that  these  appointments 
should  be  made  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  Council  rather  than  at  that 
of  an  Executive.  Of  course  sometimes  it  was  impossible  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  and  it  could  then  Be  decided  by  the 
Executive.  It  was  best,  however,  that  the  appointment  should  be 
made  by  ballot  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  and  that  delegates  be 
selected  representative  of  the  main  interests  of  the  Council. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  stated  that  one  half  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Vancouver  Council  had  been  desirous  of  attending  these 
meetings,  so  she  had  called  a  special  session  of  Council,  when  a 
selection  was  made  by  ballot. 
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Lady  Taylor  advised  that  the  selection  be  by  ballot  and  that 
the  appointment  be  not  left  to  the  President.  If  this  latter  pro- 
cedure were  adopted  there  would  certainly  be  disappointment,  in 
some  quarters.  An  open  election  was  the  fairest  and  most  satis- 
factory proceeding-. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  drew  attention  to  another  phase 
of  the  question  equally  worthy  of  consideration,  and  that  was  the 
fact  that  delegates  might  be  appointed  who  were  unable  to  pay 
their  expenses.  She  considered  that  the  Councils  and  Federated 
Societies  should  endeavor  to  provide  some  means  whereby  this 
difficulty  could  be  obviated. 

Q. — What  are  the  Council  Aid  Fund  and  the  Guarantee 
Fund? 

Lady  Taylor  explained  that  the  Council  Aid  Fund  was  sub- 
scribed to  by  the  Local  Councils  for  the  National  Council  expenses. 
Most  of  it  went  towards  defraying  printing  and  postage  expenses. 
The  Guarantee  Fund  was  instituted  by  Lady  Aberdeen  herself  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  and  this  covered  the  rent  of  the  Office  and  the 
Secretary's  salary. 

Q. — What  are  the  privileges  of  Life  Members? 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  replied  that  their  privileges 
were  well  defined  in  the  constitution  and  she  read  Article  VIL 
Clause  4. 

Mrs.  McEwex,  Brandon,  contended  that  this  did  not  apply 
to  Life  Members,  who  were  also  members  of  the  Local  Council, 
as  the  latter  were  certainly  entitled  to  vote. 

Miss  Wilson  said  that  a  Life  Member,  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Local  Council,  voted  in  the  latter  capacity,  and  not 
in  the  former. 

Q.  —  Is  a  Federated  Association,  which  has  not  paid  its  feder- 
ation tee,  entitled  to  vote  at  the  Annual  Meeting? 

Miss  Wilson  replied  that  no  Federated  Association  was 
entitled  to  a  vote 'until  it  had  paid  its  fee.  If  this  had  not  been 
done  within  reasonable  time,  it  would  be  the  Treasurer's  duty  to 
collect  the  money,  or  inform  the  Council  of  their  arrears. 

Q. — When  the  National  Council  endorses  the  action  of  any 
Local  Council  in  securing  legislation  along  any  branch  of  work, 
permission  to  do  such  work  having  been  secured  from  the  National 
Council,  is  it  necessary  for  other  Local  Councils  to  apply  for  per- 
mission to  take  up  the  same  work  at  a  later  date  ? 
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The  Recording  Secretary,  in  reply  stated  that  there  was  a 
Standing-  Order  providing  that  no  Local  Council,  should  ever 
approach  the  legislature  except  with  the  permission  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  This  rule  acted  as  a  safeguard  to  prevent  Local 
Councils  approaching-  the  leg-islature  without  the  consent  of  the 
National  one. 

Miss  Cameron,  Victoria,  felt  that  this  was  peculiar,  and 
asked  if  the  National  Council  did  not  trust  the  wisdom  of  the 
Local  ones  ? 

Mrs,  Cummings  replied  that  this  question  had  been  very  fully 
discussed  at  Halifax  in  1897,  and  it  was  decided  that  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  the  National  Council  if  legislation  were  undertaken  by 
the  Local  Councils,  the  purport  of  which  was  unknown  to  the 
National.  Suppose  for  instance  that  the  Victoria  Local  Council 
undertook  to  appeal  for  certain  legislation  of  which  the  National 
Council  knew  nothing  ;  the  latter  would  certainly  object  to  being 
considered  as  having  endorsed  legislation  with  which  it  was  not 
acquainted. 

Mrs.  McLagan,  Vancouver,  inquired  if  any  of  the  Local 
Councils  secured  permission  to  undertake  certain  legislation,  was 
it  necessary  that  other  Councils  should  also  apply  for  permission 
in  the  event  of  similar  legislation  beings  contemplated  by  them? 
She  was  informed  that  it  was  not  necessary,  but  at  the  same  time 
it  would  be  advisable  to  make  the  application  for  the  sake  of 
certainty. 

Mrs.  Helen  Grant,  Victoria,  distinctly  remembered  Lady 
Aberdeen  stating  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  Local  Councils  to 
apply  for  permission  unless  some  new  matter  was  introduced. 

Miss  Wilson  considered  that  the  form  required  by  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  should  be  complied  with  in  each  case. 

Q. — Is  every  Local  Council  obliged  to  give  to  the  Council 
Aid  Fund? 

Lady  Taylor  said  that  it  was  not  obligatory  on  the  Councils 
but  that  it  certainly  was  very  desirable  that  the  aid  should  be 
given.  The  National  Council  was  under  obligations  which  must 
be  met,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Local  Councils. 

Q- — Do  the  duties  of  the  representatives  of  each  Federated 
Association,  who  are  entitled  to  vote  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
extend  to  subsequent  meetings  of  the  Council  held  during  the 
year  ? 
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Lady  Taylor  felt  this  to  be  a  matter  for  the  Societies  to 
settle.  Each  Federated  Association  choses  its  delegates  to  rep- 
resent it  on  the  Council,  but  their  duties  are  practically  over  when 
they  have  reported  the  proceedings  to  their  Council. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  Victoria,  inquired  if  any  member  of  the 
Affiliated  Societies,  who  was  not  a  representative,  could  vote  at  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Council. 

Lady  Taylor — Not  on  any  definite  question,  but  if  the 
general  impression  of  the  meeting  was  wanted,  I  consider,  that  a 
full  vote  of  those  present  might  be  taken. 

Mrs.  Hill,  New  Westminster,  asked  how  this  rule  would 
apply  in  the  case  where  a  meeting  of  the  Affiliated  Societies  was 
called.  Could  only  the  delegates  vote,  or  was  every  one  present 
entitled  to  vote  ? 

Lady  Taylor  replied  that  on  all  vital  questions  concerning 
the  action  of  the  Council,  only  delegates  could  vote. 

Q.- — What  and  where  is  the  National  Home   Reading  Union  ? 

Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  replied  that  the  National  Home  Read- 
ing Union  for  Canada,  had  been  established  for  the  propagation  of 
good  reading.  The  head  office  was  in  Montreal  and  was  in  charge 
of  Mrs.  McKim,  37  McGregor  Street.  Mrs.  Day  was  the  rep- 
resentative in  British  Columbia  and  was  making  satisfactory 
progress  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the  organization  in  this 
province.  Numerous  book  lists  were  distributed  throughout 
Canada,  some  of  which  could  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mrs. 
Day.  The  Society  was  a  veritable  boon  to  those  who  resided  in 
districts  where  there  were  no  libraries,  and  no  facilities  for  good 
reading.      It  had  received  considerable  support. 

Miss  FitzGibbon,  Toronto,  had  glanced  at  the  lists  and  was 
sorry  to  find  so  much  Old  Country  literature  represented  and  not 
enough  Canadian.  More  should  be  learnt  about  Canada  and  this 
could  be  accomplished  by  securing  good  Canadian  literature. 
They  were  all  Britons  and  were  naturally  proud  of  British  institu- 
tions, but  they  could  never  forget  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to 
teach  their  own  people  the  literature  of  their  own  country.  She 
had  mingled  in  literary  circles  in  England  to  a  great  extent  and 
found  the  general  impression  was  that  the  United  States  women 
were  quite  capable  of  giving  a  lucid  description  of  their  country, 
while  all  the  Canadian  women  knew  of  Canada  was  that  it  was 
"very  big."     (Laughter.) 

Q. — Are  the  expenses  of  the  Recording  Secretary  paid  and  is 
there  any  salary  attached  to  the  office  ? 
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Lady  Taylor  stated  that  all  the  elective  offices  are  honorary 
and  that  none  of  these  officers  have  hitherto  had  their  expenses  paid 
beyond  postage  and  stationery. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  reply  to  Lady 
Aberdeen's  letter  then  reported,  the  reply  being-  read  by  the  Con- 
vener, Mrs.  McEwen,  as  follows  :^ 

JULY  31,  1900 
DEAR  LADY  ABERDEEN:— 

We  received  with  great  pleasure  your  warm  and  loving  letter  of  greeting  to 
us,  assembled  at  our  Annual  Meeting  at  Victoria.  We  are  not  without  any  other 
reminder  of  your  gracious  presence,  for  over  the  platform  in  St.  Andrew's  Hall, 
in  full  view  of  all  the  delegates,  hangs  the  large  photograph  of  yourself  which 
belongs  to  the  Victoria  Local  Council. 

For  the  day  spent  at  Vernon  by  those  of  us  who  travelled  here  from  the 
Eastern  Provinces  we  must  thank  you  very  heartily,  for  it  was  the  most  delight- 
ful day  of  the  whole  trip.  Nothing  was  left  undone  to  secure  our  comfort  and 
pleasure  and  we  can  now  better  understand  your  love  for  beautiful  Coldstream. 

Our  welcome  to  Victoria  was  enthusiastic  and  the  little  blue  badge  has  been 
a  passport  to  favour  on  every  side.  A  spirit  of  loyalty,  toleration  and  earnest- 
ness has  pervaded  our  meetings.  We  are  all  extremely  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  Lady  Taylor  has  consented  to  hold  the  office  of  President  of  our  Council  for 
another  year,  and  we  pray  it  may  be  our  Heavenly  Father's  will  to  restore  her 
to  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 

We  have  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  through  the  Paris  Handbook  during 
this  Session  and  feel  that  we  have  in  it  a  reference  book  with  regard  to  women's 
work  of  which  our  Council  may  well  be  proud. 

The  Red  Cross  work  has  been  a  labour  of  love  to  all  who  undertook  it,  more 
universally  so  than  any  that  has  as  yet  been  given  us  to  do— for  it  was  an  ex- 
pression of  the  loyalty  which  we  all  feel,  as  well  as  of  the  deep  sympathy 
which  could  thus  find  a  ready  outlet. 

The  Eastern  Councils  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  measure  of  success 
that  has  followed  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Doukhobor  women,  who  promise 
to  be  a  most  valuable  class  of  settlers,  and  we  regret  that  local  difficulties  have 
prevented  the  Western  Councils  from  joining  heartily  in  this  work. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  our  President  and  some  of  our  delegates  in- 
tend visiting  the  Local  Councils  of  Vancouver,  New  Westminster  and  Nelson 
before  returning  to  the  East. 

We  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your  kind  offer  of  assistance  to  the  Council 
in  any  way  in  which  you  can  help  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and,  should 
occasion  offer,  will  gratefully  avail  ourselves  of  such  welcome  aid. 

Hoping  that,  when  you  receive  the  Verbatim  Report  of  our  proceedings  at 
Victoria,  you  will  find  that  our  deliberations  have  been  controlled  by  the  spirit  of 
our  motto,  and  with  assurance  of  our  unabated  loyalty  and  devotion — and  beg- 
ging you  to  give  Lord  Aberdeen  and  Lady  Marjorie  our  kind  greetings  and  thanks 
for  their  continued  remembrance  of  us  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Council, 

We  remain. 

Your  faithful  and  loving  Co-workers, 

(Signed)   MARGARET  TAYLOR, 
President , 
On  behalf  of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada. 
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The  Corresponding  Secretary  stated  that  there  was  one 
other  matter  to  bring-  before  the  Council  and  that  was  the  proposal 
from  the  Editor  that  the  Canadian  Home  Journal  become  the  organ  of 
the  Council.  Since  this  offer  was  circulated  amongst  our  members 
this  journal  has  once  more  ceased  to  exist  and  has  been  taken  over 
by  a  new  firm  of  publishers,  the  J.  S.  Robertson  Co.  She  only 
mentioned  this  as  an  opening  to  some  further  remarks  from  Miss 
FitzGibbon. 

As  the  hour  was  now  advanced,  Miss  FitzGibbon  stated  very 
briefly  her  opinions  as  to  an  organ  for  the  Council  and  proposed 
that  the  subject  be  further  dealt  with  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
which  was  ag-reed  upon. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  then  passed  to  all  those  who  had  helped 
to  make  the  meetings  in  Victoria  so  pleasant  and  successful, 
namely  : — to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province,  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council,  to  the  Local  Council  and  its  Sub-Com- 
mittees; also  to  the  Ushers  and  Pages  ;  to  the  Hostesses  and 
Entertainers  ot  the  Delegates  ;  to  the  ladies  of  the  different  City 
Churches  who  had  provided  luncheon  ;  to  the  Press  ;  to  those 
Clergy  who  had  commented  on  the  Council  in  their  pulpits  ;  to  the 
Provincial  Departments  of  Mines  and  of  Education  for  supply  of 
literature;  to  the  manager  of  the  Theatre  and  those  who  had  pro- 
vided halls  and  other  places  of  meeting. 

According  to  time  honored  custom  the  final  meeting  of  the 
National  Council  of  Women  was  concluded  by  the  reading  of  the 
minutes. 

Lady  Taylor  expressed  her  thanks  for  the  great  attention 
displayed  by  those  present  and  the  interest  they  had  manifested  in 
the  proceedings.  The  meetings  vi'ere  certainly  most  satisfactory  ; 
many  had  looked  forward  to  them  with  fear,  but  all  uncertainties 
were  dispelled  long-  ago  and  they  were  returning  to  their  homes, 
satisfied  at  the  very  successful  culmination  of  another  year  of 
woman's  work. 

After  the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem,  the  President 
declared  the  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  closed. 
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ADDITIONAL   EVENING   MEETING. 

JULY  30th. 


By  special  request  of  the  Victoria  public,  an  additional  meetings 
was  held  in  the  Lecture  Hall  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  at  8  o'clock 
to  give  information  on  the  origin  and  work  of  the  National  Coun- 
cil. Addresses  were  given  by  Lady  Taylor,  Miss  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Willoughby  Cummings,  and  Miss  FitzGibbon.  These  were  listened 
to  with  evident  interest  and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  few  ap- 
preciative words  from  the  Bishop  of  Columbia  and  Dr.  Bryce  of 
Winnipeg. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 
MONDAY,  JULY  30th. 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held,  as  usual, 
after  the  sessions  of  the  Council  were  over,  at  2  p.  m. 

Further  Life  Members,  Patrons  and  Individual  Members  were 
proposed  and  accepted. 

It  was  agreed  that  Local  Councils  be  charged,  according 
to  cost,  for  the  certificates  for  their  Local  Life  Members. 

Permission  was  given  to  the  Victoria  Council  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Legislature  for  an  Industrial  Act. 

Other  matters  of  business,  such  as  an  organ  for  the  Council, 
and  the  date  and  place  of  next  meeting  were  deferred  till  another 
meeting  of  Executive. 

An  Emergency  Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  sum- 
moned on  July  31st,  1900,  at  Bishopsclose,  Victoria,  on  receipt  of 
the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  draw 
up  a  Resolution  of  Condolence  with  Her  Majesty.  It  was  agreed 
that  this  Resolution  be  handed  to  Her  Excellency,  the  Hon.  Presi- 
dent, with  a  request  that  she  would  be  good  enough  to  forward  it 
on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  DELEGATES  PRESENT  AT  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 


OFFICERS. 

President,  Lady  Taylor. 

Treasurer,  represented  by  Mrs.  Coad. 

Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Willoughby  Cijmming's. 

Corresponding-  Secretary,  Miss  Teresa  F.  Wilson. 

PROVINCIAL     VICK-PRESIDENTS. 

New  Brunswick,  represented  by  Miss  Murray. 

Prince  Edward  Island,  represented  by  Mrs.  Gardiner. 

Quebec,  represented  by  Miss  Reid. 

Manitoba         "  "   Mrs.  McEwen. 

Nova  Scotia    "  "   Mrs.  Beaven,  Victoria. 

British  Columbia,  represented  by   Miss  Crease. 

PRESIDENTS    AND    DELEGATES    OF    LOCAL    COUNCILS. 

Toronto — President,  represented  by  Miss  FitzGibbon.  Dele- 
gates, Mrs.  E.  Leigh,  Miss  Harrington,  Mrs.  Lizars 
Smith,    Mrs.  Grant,   Miss  Sykes. 

Hamilton — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Sewell.  Delegates, 
Miss  Harris,  Miss  Meston,  Miss  Meikle,  Miss  Teetzel. 

Montreal — President,  represented  b}'  Miss  Reid. 

Ottawa — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Thorburn.  Dele- 
gates, Miss  Wicksteed,  Miss  Shenick. 

London — President,  represented  by  Miss  Hamilton.  Dele- 
gates, Miss  Priddis,  Miss  Lougheed,  Miss  Mitchell. 

Winnipeg — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Jenkins,    Victoria. 

Quebec — President,  represented  by  Miss  Lawson,  Victoria. 

Kingston — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Cochrane. 

St.  John — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Tuck.  Delegates, 
Miss  Scovil,  Miss  Symonds,  Miss  Burpee,  Miss  Johnson, 
Miss  McLeod. 

Halifax — President,  represented  by 

West  Algoma — President,  represented  by  Miss  Burris. 

Victoria — President,  Miss  Perrin.  Delegates,  Mrs.  Galletly, 
Mrs.  W.  Grant,  Mrs.  G.  Grant,  Mrs.  McQuade,  Mrs. 
Day. 

Vancouver — President,  Mrs.  Mc  Lagan.  Delegates,  Mrs. 
Macaulay,  Madame  Martin,  Miss  Edge,  Mrs.  Hasket, 
Mrs.  Skinner. 
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Regina — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Phipps. 

Vernon — President,  Mrs.  Price  Ellison.  Delegates,  Mrs. 
Postill,  Miss  Henderson. 

Brandon — President,  Mrs.  McEwen.  Delegates,  Mrs.  J. 
Murray,  Miss  A.    Murray. 

Rat  Portage — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Wood,  Victoria. 

Charlottetown — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Gardiner. 

East  Pictou  Co. — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Gardiner. 

Nelson — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  J.  F.  Stocks.  Dele- 
gate, Mrs.  Lake. 

New  Westminster — President,  Mrs  A.  J.  Hill.  Delegates, 
Mrs.  Major,  Mrs.  Warwick,  Mrs.  Sinclair,  Mrs.  Pearce. 
Mrs.  Scouler. 

Woman's  Art  Association — President,  represented  by  Miss 
Reid.      Delegate,  Mrs.  Wilkie. 

Girls  Friendly  Society  of  Canada — President,  represented  by 
Mrs.  Sweet.      Delegate,  Mrs.  Murray. 

Dominion  Woman's  Enfranchisement  Association — President, 
represented  by  Miss  Sanderson. 

Dominion  Order  of  The  King's  Daughters — President,  rep- 
resented by  Mrs.  Maitland  Dougall.  Delegate,  Mrs. 
Coad. 

Aberdeen  Association — President,  represented  by  Mrs.  Mac- 
Farlane.      Delegate,  Miss  Carr. 

Victorian  Order  of  Nurses — Representative,  Miss  Macleod. 

National  Home  Reading  Union — Represented  by  Miss  Reid. 


Reminiscence  of  Drive  and  Pic-nic  at  Brandon,  Tuesday,  1 7th  July. 


View  of  Okenafan  Lake, 
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APPENDIX. 

Reports  of  Local  Councils  and  Nationally 
Organized  Societies. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TORONTO  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


The  Toronto  Local  Council  beg  to  submit  their  Seventh  Annual  Report. 

After  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Council,  Lady  Aberdeen  accom- 
panied us  on  our  return  journey  to  Toronto  from  Hamilton. 

During  her  brief  visit  the  Council  entertained  her  at  afternoon  tea,  Lady 
Thompson  lending  her  house  for  the  occasion,  and  a  public  Evening  Meeting  was 
held  in  the  Normal  School,  which  was  filled  with  those  who  wished  to  hear  Lady 
Aberdeen's  farewell  as  our  National  President  Mr.  Gilbert  Parker  was  present 
and  spoke  most  encouraging  words  as  to  the  future  of  the  Council. 

We  had  the  great  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to  and  welcoming  our  new 
President,  Lady  Taylor.  During  this  winter  she  has  thrown  herself  into  the 
work  of  the  Local  Council,  and  her  presence  and  advice  have  been  a  great  stim- 
ulus. It  is  a  great  grief  that  her  health  cannot  stand  the  strain  put  on  it  by 
all  the  work  she  has  undertaken. 

In  January  a  resolution  was  passed  conveying  to  Col.  Evans  and  members 
of  the  Second  Canadian  Contingent  who  were  then  on  the  eve  of  their  departure 
for  the  front,  the  best  wishes  of  this  Council  for  them  in  the  task  for  which  they 
had  so  gallantly  volunteered,  and  our  hope  of  a  safe  and  speedy  return.  We 
now  know  how  bravely  they  have  upheld  the  honour  of  Canada  in  the  field  along 
with  those  who  have  since  that  date  gone  from  among  us. 

Also  in  January  we  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  the  National  Council 
Executive  when  they  met  for  their  quarterly  meeting,  and  we  took  part  with 
them  in  a  deputation  which  v/aited  on  the  Premier  of  Ontario  to  ask  that  an  in- 
vestigation might  be  made  as  to  the  need  of  custodial  care  of  the  feeble  minded 
women,  who  are  yearly  increasing,  and  that  also  an  Act  might  be  passed 
similar  to  those  in  force  in  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and 
Quebec,  that  it  be  compulsory  for  relatives,  when  able,  to  support  their  aged 
and  infirm  poor. 

A  deputation  from  this  Council  waited  on  the  Street  Railway  Company  to 
ask  if  it  were  possible  to  have  better  fenders  on  the  cars,  and  that  a  notice  to 
prohibit  spitting  in  the  cars  might  be  put  up.  We  were  courteously  received 
and  the  matters  were  promised  attention.  Notices  are  now  up  strictly  prohibit- 
ing spitting  in  the  cars,  and  the  habit  has  been  largely  discontinued. 

In  March,  after  the  gallant  way  in  which  our  Canadian  soldiers  first  dis- 
tinguished themselves  at  Sunnyside,  we  sent  a  letter  of  congratulation  to  Col. 
Otter,  from  whom  we  have  received  a  most  appreciative  reply. 

At  the  time  of  the  fire  at  Hull  and  Ottawa  our  Acting  President  sent  a  tele- 
gram to  the  President  of  the  Ottawa  Council  asking  what  she  would  like  Toronto 
to  do  for  immediate  needs,  and  in  the  morning  members  of  this  Council  came  to 
the  City  Hall,  on  receiving  telephone  messages,  to  consult  the  Mayor  how 
best  to  reach  the  people  of  Toronto  for  clothing  and  food.  The  Mayor  having 
already  taken  the  necessary  steps,  it  was  left  to  individuals  to  send  help 
through  the  appointed  officers. 

In  April,  Dr.  Roseburgh,  Secretary  of  the  Prisoners'  Aid  Association,  asked 
for  and  received  the  co-operation  of  this  Council  with  a  petition  for  the  "  Pre- 
vention of  Consumption  "  which  he  was  about  to  bring  before  the  Legislature. 
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We  have  also  expressed  our  sympathy  with  a  new  society  called  tne  "Toronto 
Association  for  the  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Consumption  and  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis." 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  this  Council  undertook 
to  write  to  57  places  and  8  counties  with  the  result  that  many  local  branches  of 
the  Society  have  been  formed,  while  in  Toronto  many  members  of  the  Local 
Council  have  been  actively  engaged  in  the  work  since  its  formation. 

A  deputation  from  this  Council  waited  on  the  Public  School  Board  to  again 
urge  the  introduction  of  Domestic  Science  into  the  schools  of  Toronto. 

We  have  also  written  to  the  Mayor  calling  attention  to  the  posters  displayed 
on  the  street  fences,  and  asked  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Jury /van 
Inspector  of  Posters  be  acted  upon. 

In  May  an  Entertaining  Evening  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  the 
public  in  the  handiwork  of  the  Doukhobor  women,  which  was  displayed  on  the 
walls  of  the  Woman's  Art  Gallery,  which  they  most  kindly  lent  for  the  meeting. 
Russian  tea  and  cakes  were  provided  and  the  music  and  songs  were  much 
enjoyed.  Prof.  Maur  showed  with  his  lantern  views  of  the  Doukhobors  in  dif- 
ferent dresses  and  houses  and  manner  of  life.  The  Council  got  up  the  Evening 
partly  to  raise  J^50  promised  for  "  Council  Aid"  and  partly  that  what  Toronto 
had  done  for  the  Doukhobors  might  be  better  known.  Since  October,  when  Mrs. 
Fitzgibbon  brought  the  needs  of  these  people  to  the  notice  of  the  Councils, 
Toronto  has  given  them  $354.25,  which  included  50  spinning  wheels,  and  has 
loaned  |285. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Council  it  was  agreed  that  any  Coun- 
cil giving  $25,  over  and  above  the  yearly  fee,  could  for  each  S25  make  a  member 
of  a  Local  Council  a  life  member  of  the  National  Council.  We  therefore  with 
great  pleasure  nominated  Mrs.  Grant  Macdonald  and  Mrs.  George  Dickson,  our 
two  Past  Presidents,  for  election  by  the  National  E.xecutive.  This  year  having 
again  given  $50,  we  sent  the  names  of  Miss  Carty  and  Lady  Thompson  to  the 
National  Executive  for  acceptance. 

The  sub-Committees  authorized  by  the  National  Council  are  in  working  order 
and  report  from  time  to  time  to  the  Conveners. 

Dr.  Sheard  gave,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee  of  "  Talks  on  Home 
Topics,"  an  instructing  and  interesting  lecture  called  "Infectious  and  Contagious 
Diseases." 

We  report  this  year  an  addition  of  six  societies,  also  four  life  members  of 
the  National  Council,  two  life  members,  twenty-six  individual  members  of  the 
Local  Council. 

This  Council  had  the  sad  duty  of  sending  a  resolution  of  sincere  condolence 
to  Lord  Aberdeen,  on  the  death  of  his  revered  mother. 

The  Council  has  this  year  been  without  an  active  President,  as  Miss  Carty, 
owing  to  her  doctor's  orders,  has  been  obliged  to  take  complete  rest,  but  the 
untiring  zeal  of  our  1st  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Cummings,  has  kept  us  in  working 
order,  and  it  is  entirely  due  to  her  efforts  that  we  are  able  to  report  so  much 
work  done  by  this  Council. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MARY  AUGUSTA  CAYLEY. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HAMILTON  LOCAL  COUNCIL  OF 

WOMEN. 


The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  Women  is  so  short,  that  the  report  must  be  correspondingly  brief,  but 
we  hope  that  in  spite  of  this  fact  it  will  prove  of  interest. 

The  number  of  societies  at  present  affiliated  with  the  Local  Council  is  nine- 
teen, we  have  also  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  to  our  roll  the  names  of  two  indi- 
vidual members  and  two  life  members.  The  Executive  meetings  as  well  as  the 
quarterly  sessions  have  been  well  attended. 

The  societies  in  connection  with  the  Local  Council  are  all  in  a  flourishing 
condition  and  doing  good  work. 

The  Council  has  interested  itself  in  the  Doukhobors,  and  has  raised  the  sum 
of  f;57.50  for  their  benefit,  as  well  as  sending  a  gift  of  two  hundred  pounds  of 
the  best  Canadian  wool. 

The  Committee  re  Feeble  Minded  Women  has  not  been  idle  and  considerable 
information  has  been  obtained  with  regard  to  these  unfortunates.  As  a  report 
on  this  subject  will  be  presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  further  details  in  this 
place  are  unnecessary. 

The  Council  has  also  been  interested  in  the  early  closing  of  shops.  The 
members  of  the  Hamilton  Local  Council  have  pledged  themselves  to  assist  as 
much  as  possible  in  this  matter,  by  shopping  early  in  the  week,  influencing  their 
friends,  etc. 

Before  closing  this  report  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  never  before  have  the 
finances  of  this  Council  been  in  such  good  condition. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  continued  increase  in  receipts. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MARY  H.  WOOD, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MONTREAL  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


The  work  of  the  past  twelve  months  has-  been  of  peculiarly  engrossing 
interest,  and  the  results  confirm  the  ever-growing  impression  that  the  Council 
fills  a  special  place  in  the  field  of  women's  work  in  Montreal,  and  accomplishes 
by  its  centralization  of  interest,  and  its  strength  of  union,  what  no  individual 
society  would  be  capable  of  accomplishing  alone.  To  the  list  of  affiliated  societies 
five  new  names  have  been  added,  making  a  total  of  thirty-one,  as  against 
twenty-seven  of  last  year. 

The  important  change  made  last  year  in  the  organization  of  the  Council  has 
been  favorably  confirmed  by  the  success  which  has  attended  the  work  of  the 
Presidential  Board  of  seven  members,  who  have  conjointly  assumed  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  a  President. 

Six  executive  and  four  general  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year  with 
an  average  attendance  at  the  former  17.3  as  against  14.5  of  last  year.  The 
general  public  meetings  were  of  a  popular  and  attractive   character,   including 'a 
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delightful   informal  reception  to  Lady  Aberdeen,  who  spent  an  afternoon  with  the 
Council  on  her  way  to  attend  the  Annual  National  Meeting  in  Hamilton. 

During  the  winter  a  request  was  received  from  the  Federated  Trades'  Coun- 
cil, asking  the  co-operation  of  the  Local  Council  of  Women  in  suppressing  the 
sweating  system.  A  resolution  of  sympathy  endorsing  this  movement  was 
gladly  forwarded  without  delay. 

In  February  a  letter  was  received  from  the  National  Council,  recommending 
the  establishment  in  Montreal,  as  in  all  other  Council  cities,  of  a  Branch  of  the 
Red  Cross  Society.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Red  Cross  work  had  already  been 
started  in  Montreal,  the  Council  thought  that  more  good  would  be  accomplished 
by  furthering  this  work  than  by  forming  a  new  society.  With  this  intention  a 
Council  meeting  was  called  and  a  request  made  for  money,  material  and  workers. 
This  met  with  a  most  cordial  response. 

On  the  day  when  news  of  the  recent  terrible  fire  in  Hull  and  Ottawa  reached 
Montreal,  the  Executive  Committee  at  once  set  to  work  to  gather  material  and 
money  and  to  advertise  for  aid.  It  was  discovered,  however,  that  preparations 
for  sending  relief  had  already  been  made  through  the  Railway  and  Transportation 
Companies  and  the  Press.  The  organized  help  of  the  Council  was  therefore  not 
required,  and  members  sent  in  relief  through  the  ordinary  channels.  A  special 
request,  however,  came  to  members  of  the  Executive  from  Ottawa  a  few  days 
later,  for  children's  clothing,  and  this  opportunity  was  gladly  taken  advantage 
of,  some  fifty  bags  being  collected  and  despatched  the  same  day,  besides  fifty 
complete  outfits  for  boys. 

The  connection  with  the  National  Council  of  Canada  has  been  maintained. 
Two  delegates  from  Montreal  attended  the  annual  meeting  in  Hamilton,  and 
shared  the  delights  of  Hamilton  hospitality,  and  the  burdens  of  representing  the 
Montreal  Council's  interests  in  matters  of  provincial   and  national   importance. 

The  Conveners  of  the  National  Committees  of  Inquiry  on  Protection  of 
Women  and  Children,  and  on  Immigration,  are  members  of  the  Montreal  Local 
Council,  viz.,  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Mrs.  Cox,  and  the  Council  is  also  represented 
on  the  National  Executive. 

It  has  been  brought  into  closer  touch  than  heretofore  with  other  Canadian 
Councils,  by  reason  of  the  establishment  in  Ottawa  of  a  Bureau  of  General  Infor- 
mation regarding  women's  work,  of  which  Miss  Wilson  is  the  head  ;  also, 
because  of  the  immense  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  all  the  Councils  indivi- 
dually and  together,  for  the  compilation  of  the   Paris   Hand-book. 

The  total  amount  collected  for  the  Doukhobors  included  $300  towards  the 
Industrial  Loan  fund,  $176  in  a  present  of  looms,  and  $88  collected  by  the 
churches  during  the  week  of  prayer,  and  expended  in  a  gift  of  stoves  for  some  of 
the  poorer  villages. 

The  Committee  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  kind 
offer  of  Mrs.  Fitzgibbon,  who  had  been  through  all  the  colonies  in  the  autumn, 
to  come  down  from  Toronto  to  speak  about  the  plans  of  the  Industrial  Committee. 
Two  interesting  meetings  were  held,  and  at  a  drawing-room  sale  in  March  the 
women's  embroidered  work  was  disposed  of,  realizing  the  sum  of  $163.30. 

In  October  last  a  deputation  from  the  Council  was  requested  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee of  influential  men,  several  of  whom  were  clergymen,  to  discuss  the  problem 
of  charity  organization,  and  to  present  on  the  part  of  the  Council  what  plans  and 
system  they  had  in  view.  Since  then  this  joint  Committee  has  worked  very 
carefully,  leaving  no  stone  unturned  which  would  help  to  insure  the  success  of 
the  undertaking.     These  efforts  culminated  in  a  large  public   meeting  held  in  the 
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Board  of  Trade  Hall,  presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  and  attended  by  Her  Excel- 
lency Lady  Minto.  who  came  from  Ottawa  for  the  purpose  of  being  present. 
Influential  local  speakers  and  Dr.  Graham  Taylor,  of  Chicago,  addressed  a 
splendid  audience.  The  draft  of  the  object  and  the  work  of  the  organization,  as 
submitted  by  the  Ladies  of  the  Committee,  was  officially  approved  and  the  sub- 
Committee  was  instructed  to  take  further  steps  towards  its  promulgation.  To- 
day two  agents  are  employed  in  the  Charity  Organization  office  and  the  work  of 
registration,  investigation,  etc.,  promises  most  satisfactory  and  helpful  results. 

A  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  condition  of  Maternity  Boarding- 
houses  in  Montreal  held  several  meetings  and  upon  submitting  their  report  to  the 
Executive,  it  was  decided  by  that  body  to  petition  the  City  Council,  asking  for 
supervision  of  these  houses,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  sanitary  regulations  in 
connection  therewith. 

Four  series  of  Health  Talks  consisting  of  three  lectures  each  were  given  in 
four  different  centres  of  the  city  reaching  in  all  3,600  persons.  Eighteen  hundred 
Health  Cards  were  distributed  to  the  women  and  600  were  sent  out  through  the 
Aberdeen  Society  to  the  women  of  remote  settlements. 

Ten  regular  meetings  of  the  Social  Study  Club  have  been  held.  The  course 
being  one  on  "Citizenship"  and  including  such  subjects  as  "OurCity  Charter," 
"  How  the  City  Cares  for  the  Sick,"  "  Dependent  Children,"  "  Our  Criminal 
Classes,"  "  How  the  City  Cares  for  the  Poor,"  "  Our  Public  School  System," 
"  Manual  Training  and  Technical  Education,"  "  Consumers'  Leagues,"  and 
"  Municipal  Reform." 

Other  Committees  have  been  carrying  on  work  and  inquiries  in  connection 
with  Public  Baths,  Accommodation  for  Female  Prisoners,  Lodging-houses  for 
Educated  Working-women,  Quebec  Shop  Act,  School  Board  Act,  and  Press  work. 

HELEN  R.  Y.  REID, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OTTAWA  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


During  the  eight  months  since  the  Ottawa  Local  Council  last  had  the  pleasure 
of  presenting  a  report,  the  work  has  gone  on  satisfactorily;  and  as  an  evidence 
that  the  Council  is  not  decreasing  in  popular  favour  it  may  be  interesting  to  note 
that  while  in  1898  there  were  23  Federated  Societies,  there  are  at  the  present 
time  29.  Two  of  the  last  to  affiliate  being  the  Woman's  Co-operative  Guild,  and 
the  Grand  international  Auxiliary  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  Council  is  becoming  a  widely  representative  body. 

For  some  time  past  we  have  adopted  the  plan  of  holding  regular  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Executive  and  we  trust  this  change  may,  by  bringing  the  members 
more  frequently  together,  lead  to  increased  interest  in  both  National  and  Local 
Council  work. 

At  a  public  meeting  in  December  we  had  the  pleasure  of  greeting  our  esteemed 
Vice-President  for  Ontario,  Mrs.  Boomer,  who  gave  a  most  interesting  address 
on  the  Educational  Section  of  the  Great  International  Congress  held  in  London 
last  June. 

On  two  occasions  within  the  last  eight  months  the  value  of  the  Council  has 
been  demonstrated  as  a  means  of  bringing  together,  at  short  notice,  a  large  body 
of  representative  women  for  special  work. 

One  instance  was  in  connection  with  the  departure  of  the  first  Contingent  of 
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Canadian  troops  for  service  in  South  Africa  when  a   public   meeting  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  comforts  for  the  Ottawa  volunteers. 

At  this  meeting,  which  was  called  by  Lady  Ritchie,  in  the  absence  of  the 
President,  and  was  largely  attended,  a  resolution  was  carried  to  the  following 
effect: — "'That  all  women,  whether  members  of  the  Council  or  not,  interested 
in  this  work  should  co-operate  in  the  one  grand  cause  of  helping  our  soldiers." 

A  working  committee  of  twenty  ladies,  known  as  the  Red  Cross  Committee 
of  the  L.  C.  W.,  was  appointed,  with  Mrs.  Lawrence  Drummond  as  Convener, 
and  as  a  result  of  their  efforts  the  sum  of  5964.00  was  subscribed  within  a  few 
days,  thus  enabling  the  Committee  to  provide  generously  for  the  comfort  and 
amusement  of  the  men  on  their  long  voyage  to  South  Africa,  and  also  from  the 
balance  in  hand  after  the  necessary  purchases  were  made,  to  hand  over  a  sum 
of  money  to  each  of  them. 

The  Committee  having  reported  to  the  Council  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  them  for  the  promptness  and  efficiency  with  which  they  had  carried 
out  their  work,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  Red  Cross  Society  was  about  to 
be  established  in  Ottawa,  they  were  disbanded. 

The  other  instance  of  an  emergency  meeting  being  hastily  called  together 
was  on  the  occasion  of  the  great  fire  which  so  recently  devastated  Hull  and  a 
large  portion  of  Ottawa. 

The  Council  took  the  initiative  in  summoning  the  women  of  Ottawa  together 
to  undertake  their  share  of  the  work  of  relief,  but  the  calamity  being  so  wide- 
spread it  was  not  considered  wise  to  restrict  the  work  in  any  way  and  therefore 
a  general  Relief  Committee  of  the  women  of  Ottawa  was  formed. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  that  although  no  organized  effort  was  made  by  the 
Council  a  large  proportion  of  its  members  were  amongst  the  first  to  volunteer  for 
duty. 

The  Executive  of  the  Women's  Relief  Committee  entrusted  to  the  President 
of  the  Council  the  formation  of  an  Industrial  and  Employment  Committee  with  the 
object  of  discovering  and  relieving  special  cases  of  suffering  and  privation  which 
it  might  be  difficult  to  reach  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Twenty  members  joined  this  Committee  and  we  trust  its  appointment  was 
justified  by  the  good  work  accomplished. 

To  A\rs.  Boomer  and  the  London  Local  Council  we  were  deeply  indebted  for 
two  large  cases  of  valuable  clothing  sent  specially  to  be  distributed  by  us 
which  were  found  most  useful. 

The  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  is  daily  becoming  better  known  and  appre- 
ciated in  Ottawa,  and  their  excellent  work  amongst  the  tire  sufferers  was 
generally  noted  and  commended. 

A  Garden  Party  under  the  auspices  of  the  Local  Council  was  held  lately  in 
the  grounds  at  Earnscliffe,  which  were  looking  most  attractive  in  all  the  bravery 
of  summer  green.  The  weather  proved  charming  and  ail  who  were  present  pro- 
nounced it  a  most  enjoyable  entertainment. 

At  the  request  of  Lady  Taylor  we  undertook  to  dispose  of  the  first  consign- 
ment of  work  received  by  the  Central  Committee  from  the  Doukhobortsi  women 
in  the  North-West.  The  sale  took  place  in  the  drawing-room  of  the  Russell 
House  on  the  9th  of  February  and  was  well  attended.  We  are  glad  to  report 
that  onlv  three  of  the  articles  sent  remained  unsold  and  the  amount  realized  was 
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$72.60.  Much  astonishment  was  expressed  at  the  neatness  and  delicacy  of  the 
work,  done  under  such  adverse  conditions  and  completed  within  the  short  space 
of  three  months. 

As  anything  affecting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen 
must  always  be  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  Council,  we  took  the  opportunity, 
on  the  coming  of  age  of  Lord  Haddo,  to  send  a  resolution  congratulating  them  on 
the  joyous  event,  and  subsequently  received  from  her  ladyship  a  kind  and  grace- 
ful acknowledgement. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


MARIA  GRIFFIN, 


President. 


REPORT  OF  LONDON  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


This  year  with  our  Local  Council  has  been  a  very  busy  one.  Many  meet- 
ings have  been  held,  both  Executive  and  Public,  in  v/hich  much  interest  has 
been  taken.  1  would  refer  especially  to  three  of  the  public  meetings.  The  first 
somewhat  partook  of  the  form  ot  a  reception  given  by  the  Lady  Teachers  to  our 
beloved  President,  Mrs.  Boomer,  upon  her  return  from  attending  the  International 
Congress  of  Women,  July  last.  At  the  second,  also  largely  attended,  Mrs. 
Boomer  gave  her  paper  as  read  at  the  international  Congress  of  Women,  and 
also  described  her  visits  to  the  various  Board  Schools,  and  Schools  of  Cookery 
and  Housewifery,  while  in  England,  all  of  which  were  most  interesting  and 
instructive.  On  this  occasion  patriotic  and  other  addresses  were  given  by 
Messrs.  Liddicott  and  R.  M.  Graham,  two  of  our  leading  school  teachers.  The 
third  was  upon  the  happy  occasion  of  Miss  Wilson's  recent  visit  to  us,  a  visit 
most  higlily  appreciated  by  our  London  Local  Council. 

1  think  1  may  claim  for  our  Council  that  it  has  had  not  only  a  very  busy  but 
a  very  active  and  resultful  year  of  service. 

It  can  report  the  formation  and  affiliation  of  two  new  societies,  the  Aberdeen 
Association  and  the  Red  Cross  Society  ;  the  initiatory  steps  towards  the  latter 
being  taken  at  the  instigation  of  our  Maple  Leaf  League,  before  the  National 
Council  had  taken  up  the  promotion  of  Red  Cross  work  wherever  possible 
throughout  the  Dominion.  The  London  Branch  hast  sent  large  consignments  and 
large  sums  of  money  to  South  Africa. 

We  report  thankfully  the  completion  and  occupation  of  the  Children's  Pavil- 
lion  to  the  new  hospital  and  as  a  consequence  the  recognition  given  to  the  efforts 
of  the  women  of  London,  by  a  Committee  of  ten  ladies  being  appointed  by  the 
Hospital  Trust,  to  aid  not  only  in  the  Supervision  of  the  Pavillion  but  also  in 
that  of  the  hospital  generally.  Of  this  Committee  the  Recording  Secretary  of 
the  Local  Council  is  Convener. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  disastrous  fire  in  Hull  and  Ottawa  the  Council 
appealed  to  the  Citizens  for  help  in  clothing,  etc.,  the  result  was  some  13  or  14 
cases  of  clothes  and  household  supplies  being  promptly  despatched  to  Ottawa. 

Our  Council  did  not  neglect  the  interests  of  the  Doukhobors  in  the  North- 
west—forv/arding  contributions  in  kind  as  well  as  $60  in  money. 

The  matter  of  early  closing  has  been  considered  by  the  Local  Council  and 
furthered  as  much  as  possible,  a  resolution  of  hearty  approval  being  forwarded 
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to  a  leading  firm  of  the  city,  zWessrs.  Smallman  &  Ingram,  who  have  been  lead- 
ers in  the  movement.  The  Members  of  the  Local  Council  have  in  many  instances 
refrained  from  shopping  at  a  late  hour  on  Saturday,  and  are  pleased  to  record 
that  some  merchants  refuse  to  send  out  their  deliver>-  wagons  after  6  p.m.,  and 
that  some  of  London's  largest  factories  have  established  the  rule  of  paying  their 
employes  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  whilst  some  firms  close  their  stores  at  noon 
on  Saturdays  or  Wednesdays  thus  giving  their  employes  the  benefit  of  an  occa- 
sional half  holiday.  The  co-operation  of  the  Women's  Council  had  been  invited 
by  citizens  interested  in  this  effort  a  year  ago. 

Our  President  is  still  a  member  of  the  London  School  Board  but  in  her  third 
and  last  year  of  service.  Although  owing  to  hea\-y  financial  claims  on  the  city 
resources  it  was  not  considered  wise  to  open  classes  for  Domestic  Science  just  at 
this  juncture,  a  resolution  was  carried  at  the  School  Board  asking  for  a  provision 
for  the  same  to  be  considered  in  the  estimates,  and  thus  the  School  Board  of  1900 
stands  on  record  as  approving  of  Domestic  Science  as  a  fitting  subject  upon  the 
curriculum  of  the  Schools. 

The  woman  Trustee  succeeded  also  in  getting  carried  a  resolution  which 
orders  the  repetition,  at  least  once  a  week,  of  the  ten  Commandments  in  every 
class,  and  another  resolution  which  procured  for  the  children  the  distribution  of 
"  Mrs.  Fessenden's  Histor>'  of  the  Union  Jack,"  as  mementos  of  Empire  Day  in 
this  historic  year  of  grace. 

Patriotic  London,  in  common  doubtless  with  other  Councils,  has  this  year 
been  literally  steeped  in  patriotism.  The  call  for  a  Red  Cross  Societ>-  was  res- 
ponded to  with  a  burst  of  enthusiasm,  and  with  grand  results  which  have  been 
gratefully  ac'knowledged  from  the  battle-fields  of  South  .Africa.  A  cablegram  was 
sent  direct  to  General  Buller  within  an  hour  of  the  good  news  reaching  us  con- 
gratulating him  upon  the  occasion  of  the  relief  of  Ladysmith,  and  a  most  appre- 
ciative reply  has  since  been  received,  A  letter  of  sympathy  to  all  those  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  relatives  on  the  battle-fields  or  in  the  hospitals  of 
South  Africa  has  been  always  and  at  once  sent  jointly  from  the  Maple  Leaf 
League  and  Red  Cross  Society,  the  resolution  embodying  it  having  been  proposed 
by  the  former  and  endorsed  and  adopted  by  the  latter. 

Where  all  the  Societies  are  doing  such  good  work  it  seems  invidious  to  single 
out  any  one  specially  for  comment,  but  perhaps  as  that  of  the  Children's  Aid  is 
more  generally  far  reaching  in  its  results,  1  may  venture  to  call  atteution  to  the 
number  of  children  rescued  and  placed  in  homes  and  the  success  which  has  at 
last  crowned  its  efforts  in  obtaining  a  five  years'  sentence  for  a  miscreant  of  over 
50,  at  whose  door  lies  the  ruin  of  a  young  girl  of  under  14,  The  Local  Council 
of  Women  gladly  responded  to  the  appeal  of  its  affiliated  Society  for  its  co-opera- 
tion and  support  in  securing  a  heavy  sentence  upon  this  criminal  as  an  object 
lesson  to  others. 

We  report  two  new  Life  Members  of  our  Local  Council,  Mrs.  Geo.  Robinson 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Marshall,  who  was  made  so  by  the  Maple  Leaf  League  over 
which  she  presides— in  token  of  the  honor  and  esteem  in  which  she  is  held. 
We  are  pleased  also  to  have  two  of  our  oldest  workers  as  Life  Members  of  the 
National  Council — AArs.  English,  our  first  Past  President,  and  .Mrs.  Boomer. 
who  is  still  the  President  of  our  Local  Council. 

Our  Treasurer  will,  we  hope,  be  in  a  position  to  record  that  our  obligations 
to  the  National  Council  are  fully  met. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.W.WA  YARKER,  Recording  Secretary. 

Postscript  bj  President  : — Mrs.  Yarker  has  modestly  refrained  from  record- 
ing one  item  which  should  not  be  without  its  interest  for  other  Local  Councils, 
viz.,  that  to  ensure  its  benefits  to  the  National  Council  she  guaranteed,  and  has 
since  met  the  expense,  of  publication  of  our  useful  little  Hand-book  for  1S99, 
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REPORT  OF   LOCAL  COUN'CIL  OF  WOMEN   OF 

WIXXIPEG. 


The  Local  Council  of  Women  of  Winnipeg  has  reached  the  sixth  year  of  its 
existence  and  is  quietly  and  unostentatiously  doing  its  work  and  proving  its  use- 
fulness. 

Four  Public  and  six  Executive  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year.  At 
one  of  these  full  consideration  and  discussion  was  given  to  the  "Agenda"  for 
the  National  Council  Annual  A\eeting.  which  was  arranged  to  take  place  in 
Hamilton.  Ontario,  and  it  is  with  regret  that  we  record  that  we  were  unable  to 
send  a  delegate  to  the  very  interesting  meeting  held  there — although  Lady  Taylor 
kindly  represented  us. 

Very  great  interest  gathered  round  the  quinquennial  meetings  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Women  held  in  London,  England,  in  June.  .'»\rs.  Parker. who 
was  in  England  at  the  time,  was  privileged  to  attend,  and  in  one  instance  to 
take  part  in,  the  very  interesting  meetings — as  well  as  participate  in  the  most 
delightful  social  events  connected  therewith — a  luncheon  with  Ladv  .Aberdeen  at 
Cassiobury  Park,  and  a  '"dish  of  tea"  by  invitation  of  Her  .\\ost  Gracious 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  at  Windsor  Castle,  being  among  the  red  letter  days  of 
the  Council's  proceedings.  On  her  return  .N\rs.  Parker  gave  a  lengthened  ac- 
count of  these  meetings  and  social  events  to  the  Winnipeg  Local  Council,  which 
was  much  appreciated. 

In  September,  at  an  open  meeting  of  the  Council,  Aliss  Livingstone  gave  a 
very  interesting  address  on  Domestic  Science,  and  gave  some  account  of  the 
schools  in  the  Old  Country  which  for  many  years  have  been  established  to 
teach  the  most  necessary  science  of  cooking  and  everything  connected  with 
household  economy.  A  similar  movement,  she  said,  was  being  made  in  Canada 
and  the  Winnipeg  ladies  would  be  more  than  willing  to  share  in  it  if  they  knew 
the  best  way  of  doing  so. 

We  were  much  pleased  to  have  A\rs.  .^\cEwen  of  Brandon  at  one  of  our 
meetings  and  to  hear  her  graphic  account  of  some  of  the  subjects  discussed  at 
the  Annual  .Meeting  of  the  National  Council  at  Hamilton,  from  which  she  was 
just  returning.  Visitors  from  other  Councils  are  always  welcome;  their  coming 
quickens  our  interest  in  the  general  aims  and  work  of  the  Council. 

Mrs.  Culver  visited  the  Local  Council  of  Victoria  while  there,  which  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  reported  to  our  Council  how  cordially  she  had  been 
received  by  the  ladies  there.     She  also  brought  their  hearty  greetings  to  us. 

The  attention  of  our  Council  was  called  to  the  Doukhobors  by  the  National 
Council  Executive,  and  Mr.  McCreary,  the  Emigration  Commissioner,  addressed 
one  of  our  meetings  on  fhe  subject,  as  the  result  of  the  information  given  by  him 
of  the  amount  of  assistance  being  given  them  in  ver\-  many  quarters  we  decided 
not  to  do  anything  in  the  matter  of  a  loan  fund  just  at  present. 

Instead  of  asking  the  affiliated  societies  of  our  Council  to  contribute  to  the 
amount  promised  by  us  to  the  National  Council  funds,  as  was  done  last  year,  a 
very  interesting  and  instructive  lecture  on  "  Africa — its  lands  and  races."  was 
generously  given  by  Dr.  Kilpatrick  of  Manitoba  College.  At  this  lecture,  which 
was  largely  attended  and  much  appreciated,  some  of  Winnipeg's  favorite 
musicians  kindly  assisted.  :fnd  .Mrs.  Bryce,  the  President,  also  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  a  good  word  or  two-  for  the  Council  of  Women  and  explaining  its 
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aims  and  work.  A  very  substantial  sum  was  realized  by  tliis  lecture  and  enter- 
tainment, for  which  tickets  were  sold,  and  the  affiliated  societies  shared  in  this 
most  necessary  part  of  the  arrangements. 

We  had  the  privilege  of  naming  two  life  members  in  consideration  of  the 
fifty  dollars  sent  to  the  National  Council  funds  last  year  and  Lady  Taylor  and 
Mrs.  Bryce  were  unanimously  chosen  for  this  honor. 

As  a  Council  we  shared  with  all  the  others  throughout  the  Dominion  in 
sorrow  and  regret  at  the  loss  sustained  by  the  National  Council  through  Her 
Excellency  Lady  Aberdeen's  resignation  of  her  office  as  President,  a  loss  which 
we  all  feel  can  never  be  replaced,  and  our  affectionate  regards  and  reverent 
benediction  follow  her  to  the  land  of  her  birth.  We  felt  honored,  however,  as  a 
Council,  in  having  our  Lady  Taylor  elected  to  the  office  of  President,  and  at  an 
Executive  meeting  passed  a  resolution  of  both  sympathy  and  congratulation  with 
her,  which  was  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  to  Lady  Taylor. 

"The  Handbook"  prepared  by  the  National  Council  for  the  Paris  exhibition 
has  occupied  very  many  ladies  for  some  months  past  and  given  them  plenty  of 
work.  Mrs.  Bryce  for  "Emigration"  and  Mrs.  Parker  for  "  Philanthropy" 
Committees  have  had  the  honor  of  assisting  and  have  endeavored  to  gather  and 
send  the  information  asked  for  by  the  conveners. 

With  one  exception  our  staff  of  officers  has  remained  intact  this  year.  In 
October  our  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Bell,  sustained  a  great  affliction  in  the 
loss  of  her  husband  and  afterwards  removed  from  the  city.  We  deeply  sympa- 
thize with  her  in  her  trial  and  much  regret  her  loss  as  a  faithful  officer.  At  the 
Annual  Meeting  Mrs.  W.  H.  Thompson  was  unanimously  elected  to  fill  the 
vacant  office. 

We  had  been  asked  by  the  National  Council  to  endeavor  to  form  a  branch 
of  the  Red  Cross  Society  in  Winnipeg  and  made  arrangements  to  introduce  the 
subject  at  the  close  of  our  Annual  Meeting,  asking  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men to  attend.  A  simultaneous  movement,  however,  was  made  by  a  number  of 
other  ladies  of  the  city,  and  in  consequence  of  both  efforts  a  very  largely  at- 
tended meeting  (at  the  close  of  our  Annual  Meeting)  took  place.  This  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Mrs.  Patterson,  and  as  a  result  a  branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Society 
was  formed. 

We  still  hear  occasionally  the  question  "  What  is  the  Woman's  Council 
doing,"  though  not  as  often  as  at  first.  Slowly  and  gradually  the  truth  is 
dawning  on  the  women  of  Winnipeg  as  in  other  cities,  the  truth  so  beautifully 
expressed  by  our  first  esteemed  National  President,  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen — 
that  "  the  Councils  are  organized  in  the  interests  of  no  one  propaganda  but,  sin- 
cerely believing  that  the  best  good  of  our  homes  and  nation  will  be  advanced  by 
our  own  greater  unity  of  thought,  sympathy  and  purpose,  and  that  an  organized 
movement  of  women  will  best  conserve  the  highest  good  of  the  family  and  the 
state,  do  hereby  band  ourselves  together  to  further  the  application  of  the  Golden 
Rule  to  society,  custom  and  law. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.   E.   PARKER, 

Correspo)iding  Secretaij. 


WOEEN    OF    CANADA.  xi 

REPORT  OF  THE  KINGSTON   LOCAL  COUNCIL. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  another  year,  the  Kingston  Local  Council  would 
like  to  be  able  to  record  more  accomplished  through  its  direct  agency.  But,  for 
this  end,  more  workers  are  needed  and  a  number  of  those  who,  in  past  years, 
were  active  and  useful  members,  have,  during  last  year,  been  prevented  by 
absence,  illness,  or  other  causes,  from  taking  an  active  part  in  its  efforts.  The 
Council  may,  however,  fairly  claim  that  the  general  aims  of  the  Women's 
National  Council  have  been  well  sustained  by  the  Affiliated  Soceties,  working  in 
their  several  departments. 

One  of  the  special  recommendations  of  the  Women's  National  Council  has 
recently  been  carried  into  effect  in  Kingston  by  the  formation  of  a  Board  of  Asso- 
ciated Charities,  through  which  it  is  hoped  a  closer  co-operation  between  our 
charitable  agencies  may  be  secured,  along  with  a  better  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances and  needs  of  those  asking  for  assistance  ;  and  more  effectual  and 
systematic  efforts  to  raise  them,  where  that  is  possible,  out  of  the  habit  of 
dependence. 

The  special  needs  of  the  3,000  Doukhobor  women — at  present  strangers  in  a 
strange  land— was  recently  brought  before  the  Kingston  Council,  and  a  small 
committee  was  appointed  to  collect  from  those  who  were  willing  to  aid  this  deserv- 
ing object,  and  the  sum  of  $26  was  forwarded  to  headquarters  to  assist  in  this 
kindly  aid  to  the  strangers  within  our  borders. 

The  Kingston  Council  have  also  invited  the  other  Local  Councils  to  unite 
with  them  in  petitioning  the  Government  to  replace  the  memorial  to  Lord  Syden- 
ham— interred  under  St.  George's  Cathedral — which  was,  of  course,  destroyed 
with  the  church  a  year  ago. 

The  Kingston  Council  sent  five  delegates  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  WoiTian's  National  Council  in  Hamilton, who  reported  to  the  Autumn  meeting, 
expressing  themselves  as  delighted  with  the  spirit  of  the  meeting,  the  work  done," 
and  the  kindness  and  hospitality  shown  them  by  the  members  of  the  Hamilton 
Local  Council. 

As  the  working  expenses  of  the  National  Council  are  now  considerably 
greater  than  when  Lady  Aberdeen's  generosity  defrayed  so  large  a  proportion  of 
them,  this  Council  felt  that  last  year  it  must  contribute  $25  to  the  central  work- 
ing fund.  A  considerable  portion  of  this  was  raised  by  a  successful  "At  Home," 
given  by  the  Council  last  Winter  at  the  Hotel  Frontenac,  this  being  put  in  their 
power  by  the  generous  liberality  of  the  proprietor.  The  Spring  and  Autumn 
general  meetings  of  the  Council  were  held  last  year  as  usual,  and  executive 
meetings  from  time  to  time  as  tne  need  arose.  In  recognition  of  the  use  of  the 
Council  chamber  for  meetings,  a  portrait  of  Lady  Aberdeen  has  been  hung  on  its 
wall  in  memory  of  her  visits  to  the  city. 

The  President  has  secured  the  formation  in  Kingston  of  a  Branch  of  the  Red 
Cross  Society  and  by  correspondence  in  Kingston  has  also  promoted  the  move- 
ment in  surrounding  places. 

A  successful  re-union  has  also  been  held  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds. 

A.  M.  MACHAR, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ST.  JOHN  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


In  submitting  the  report  of  the  St.  John  Local  Council  of  Women  we  beg  to 
say  that,  owing  to  the  late  time  of  year  in  which  the  National  Annual  Meeting 
was  held,  the  number  of  Executive  and  general  meetings,  as  well  as  the  good 
work  accomplished  have  been  somewhat  limited. 

We  have  held  five  Executive,  three  General  Meetings  and  one  Special  Meet- 
ing. Our  meetings  were  well  attended  and  were  made  interesting  by  discus- 
sions upon  the  various  subjects  which  occupy  the  attention  of  the  community, 
as  well  as  by  the  many  excellent  papers  prepared  and  read  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Council. 

We  are  happy  to  report  two  life  members  for  the  National  Council.  Mrs. 
Robert  Thomson,  our  respected  President,  and  Miss  Murray,  our  Corresponding 
Secretary.  We  have  as  well,  an  additional  life  member  for  our  Local  Council, 
Mrs.  Allwood. 

At  the  meeting  held  subsequent  to  the  return  of  our  delegates  from  Hamilton, 
and  acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  National  Council, we  appointed  a  sub-com- 
mittee from  our  Local  Council  to  receive  contributions  for  the  aid  and  relief  of  the 
Doukhobor  women  settlers  in  the  North- West.  A  gentleman,  Mr.  Robert  Thom- 
son, generously  donated  |;25  towards  the  fund  on  condition  that  our  sub-com- 
mittee collect  a  similar  amount.  We  had  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  sum  stipulated  for,  which  with  other  small  contributions,  enabled  our  com- 
mittee to  forward  some  seventy  dollars  to  Mrs.  Dignam,  the  Treasurer,  who 
gratefully  and  courteously  acknowledged  the  assistance  given. 

At  this  meeting  several  of  the  delegates  gave  most  interesting  descriptions 
of  the  work  of  the  National  Council,  speaking  in  glowing  terms  of  the  generous 
hospitality  extended  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  Hamilton,  and  of  the  warm  wel- 
come bestowed  upon  Lady  Aberdeen  by  the  public  as  well  as  individually  and 
socially.  In  this  connection  Miss  A.  Carr's  cleverly  written  report  of  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  National  Council  deserves  particular  mention. 

Our  Annual  Meeting  took  place  in  January.  The  afternoon  session  was 
largely  attended,  several  interesting  reports  were  received  and  presented  as  fol-- 
lows  : — The  Victorian  Order,  by  Mrs.  McLellan  ;  Immigration,  by  Mrs.  Brittain; 
and  The  Press,  by  Miss  Murray.  With  regard  to  the  report  of  the  Victorian 
Order  it  is  most  gratifying  to  be  in  a  position  to  record  the  growing  success  of 
that  most  charitable  organization.  There  are  at  present  two  nurses  whose  ser- 
vices are  in  constant  demand,  and  for  whom  pleasant  head-quarters  have  been 
secured  at  the  Public  General  Hospital.  At  one  of  our  recent  Executive  meetings 
we  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  Miss  Macleod  give  a  brief  but  comprehensive 
resume  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Order  since  its  inception  in  our 
Province. 

The  adjourned  evening  meeting  brought  together  a  large  audience,  although 
the  very  stormy  weather  no  doubt  had  the  effect  of  preventing  many  persons 
from  attending,  who  otherwise  would  have  been  present. 

After  the  President's  excellent  address,  the  reports  from  the  different 
Societies  in  affiliation  with  the  Local  Council  were  presented  in  the  following 
order:  Philanthropic,  Miss  H.  Peters;  W.  C.  T.  U.  Reports,  Mrs.  Bullock; 
Religious  Societies,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Thomson;  Church  Societies,  Mrs.  Owen  Camp- 
bell; Educational  and  Literary,  Miss  Agnes  Carr;  Woman's  Enfranchisement, 
Mrs.  Manning,  after  which  nn  eloquent  plea  for  The  Associated  Charities  was 
read  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Smith,  and   an    able  paper  on  "  The  Care  and   Housing   of 
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the  Aged  and  Infirm  "  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Manning.  The  programme,  which 
was  interspersed  with  music,  was  brought  to  a  successful  close  by  the  entire 
audience  joining  together  in  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

We  have  also  to  report  that,  with  some  outside  assistance,  the  Women's 
Council  has  for  the  third  time  been  able  to  help  and  alleviate  in  some  slight 
measure  the  distress  brought  upon  our  sister  cities  by  the  dread  ravages  of  tire. 
When  the  Hull  and  Ottawa  conflagration  occurred,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Women's  Local  Council  was  at  once  convened  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
best  manner  in  which  they  could  help  the  sufferers.  At  the  meeting  it  was 
learned,  through  our  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Ellis,  who  was  in  Ottawa  at  the  time, 
that  there  was  great  and  immediate  need  of  children's  and  infant's  clothing.  It 
was  therefore  decided  to  appeal,  through  the  press,  to  the  public,  for  such  clothes 
as  specified  above.  The  King's  Daughters,  who  are  ever  ready  and  willing  to 
lend  their  aid  in  every  good  work,  offered  the  use  of  a  room  in  their  Guild  where 
the  ladies  would  be  in  attendance  to  receive  and  forward  the  garments  to  our 
representative,  Mrs.  Ellis,  at  Ottawa. 

This  good  work  was  successfully  carried  on  for  a  week,  the  women  of  St. 
John  having  responded  freely  to  the  demand  made  upon  their  sympathies. 

Within  the  past  month  we  have  to  record  the  opening  in  our  city  of  the 
Home  for  Incurables,  a  noble  charity,  made  possible  by  the  gift  of  the  late  Mr. 
W.  W.  Turnbull  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  founding 
such  an  Institution.  Although  this  organization  is  not  yet  in  affiliation  with  the 
Local  Council,  many  of  the  members  of  our  Society  were  actively  engaged  in 
the  work  of  establishing  the  Home.  Our  Honorary  President,  Lady  Tilley, 
proved  most  zealous  in  her  efforts  towards  this  end,  having  personally  furnished 
the  Children's  Ward  with  everything  necessary. 

In  conclusion  we  would  state  that  the  ladies  of  the  Women's  Council  are 
deeply  conscious  of  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  during  the  coming  year 
will  nobly  respond  to  every  deserving  appeal  for  their  aid  and  sympathy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.   N.  CHISHOLM, 

Recording  Secretaiy. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HALIFAX  LOCAL  COUNXIL. 


The  Halifax  Local  Council  reports  that  during  the  year  six  meetings  were 
held  and  the  following  subjects  were  profitably  discussed  :  the  Patrol  Waggon, 
the  Curfew  Bell,  the  Public  Health  Act;  particularly  the  clause  relating  to 
expectoration  in  trams  and  on  the  side  walks  and  the  Creche. 

The  Babies'  Shelter  appeals  to  every  mother  heart,  and  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  before  long  a  suitable  house  will  be  procured  in  which  the  little  ones 
will  be  housed,  fed  and  properly  cared  for  during  their  parents'  absence. 

In  connection  with  the  Curfew  Bell  a  committee  was  appointed  to  interview 
the  Chief  of  Police  and  ascertain  his  views  about  the  matter.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  city  if  such  a  law  could  be  enacted  and  enforced; 
so  far  our  efforts  have  not  been  crowned  with  success. 
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We  have  at  present  fourteen  affiliated  societies  and  nine  patrons.  At  the 
September  meeting,  Miss  Fitch  was  appointed  convener  of  the  committee  to  col- 
lect information  and  statistics  relating  to  the  various  occupations,  professions, 
and  philanthropies  in  Halifax  in  which  women  are  solely  or  largely  engaged. 
The  material  thus  collected  was  to  serve  as  data  for  the  volume  to  be  sent  to  the 
Paris  Exhibition  regarding  women's  work  in  Canada.  After  a  thorough  canvass 
of  the  city  during  which  she  gathered  a  large  mass  of  information  relating  to 
these  subjects,  Miss  Fitch  sent  an  exhaustive  report  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  at  Ottawa. 

We  have  made  another  attempt  to  place  women  on  the  School  Board  and 
have  again  failed.  Mrs.  Borden  and  Mrs.  Chisholm  consented  to  serve  if  elected. 
A  Committee  waited  on  the  Premier  and  informed  him  that  these  ladies  were 
willing  to  act,  hut  he  briefly  replied  that  the  two  vacancies  on  the  School  Board 
were  already  filled. 

This  year  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Women's  Council  to  send  in  the  names 
some  months  before  the  annual  appointments  to  the  School  Board  are  made. 

The  Halifax  Council  has  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Long- 
ley.  She  was  our  first  Treasurer,  a  faithful  worker  and  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Council. 

In  January  a  meeting  was  held,  a  circular  drawn  up  and  afterwards  printed 
and  sent  throughout  Nova  Scotia  asking  for  small  contributions  to  the  Patriotic 
Fund.  A  large  sum  was  raised,  although  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  state  the 
exact  amount. 

At  the  Executive  meeting  held  in  February  the  question  of  establishing  a 
branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  in  connection  with  the  Women's  Council  was 
brought  up  and  discussed  by  the  majority  of  those  present  and  a  Committee  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  sending  Red  Cross  pamphlets  to  the  various  sections 
of  our  Province,  so  that  everyone  may  by  means  of  this  pamphlet  obtain  a  fair 
knowledge  of  the  Red  Cross  work.  We  think  that  we  can  report  that  although 
we  have  had  many  disappointments  we  have  also  had  a  reasonable  amount  of 
success  in  the  work  that  we  have  undertaken. 

The  work  which  is  being  done  by  the  New  Glasgow  branch  of  the  Women's 
Council  seems  to  be  very  satisfactory.  Their  meetirigs  have  been  well  attended 
and  matters  of  deep  local  interest  discussed.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
subjects  that  have  been  under  consideration  :  —  The  better  housing  of  their  poor, 
the  moral  condition  of  their  public  schools,  the  better  enforcing  of  the  Truancy 
Act  and  the  condition  of  their  jail,  both  as  regards  sanitation  and  the  proper 
regulation  of  its  inmates.  A  Committee  waited  upon  the  County  Council  of  the 
Municipality  and  laid  before  this  body  the  condition  of  the  jail,  with  what  result 
remains  yet  to  be  seen.  They  are  hopeful,  however,  that  improvements  which 
were  shown  to  be  necessary  will  be  made  in  due  time. 

The  protection  of  the  Chinese  residents  of  their  town  from  the  rough  element 
also  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

One  new  society,  namely  "The  Helping  Hand  Society."  has  joined  their 
Council  this  year.     The  officers  are  the  same  as  in  the  last  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LAURA  BORDEN, 

yice  Presidt'tit  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LOCAL  COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN  OF 
VICTORL'\  AND  VANCOUVER  ISLAND. 


Madame  President  and  Ladies  of  the  Executive  of  the  National  Council  :  — 

The  Local  Council  of  Victoria  and  Vancouver  Island  has  to  report  that  during 
the  past  year  several  efforts  have  been  made  by  them  on  the  lines  of  progress 
and  the  public  good. 

A  resolution  proposed  by  the  Executive  and  passed  at  the  Annual  A\eeting 
in  January  was  as  follows:  — 

"  Whereas  there  are  many  children  in  the  Province  who  are 
shamefully  neglected  and  badly  and  cruelly  treated,  because 
their  parents  do  not  realize  their  responsibility,  therefore  be 
it  resolved  that  this  Local  Council  of  Women  do  petition  the 
Legislature  to  pass  a  law  similar  to  that  now  in  force  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario  known  as  the  Children's  Protection  Act." 

A  second  resolution  at  the  same  meeting  was  also  proposed  by  the  Executive; 

"  Whereas  those  in  the  Province  who  take  up  rhe  profession 
of  teaching  have  neither  the  advantage  of  a  University  edu- 
cation nor  a  Normal  School  training,  which  means  a  certain 
loss  of  power  and  success  in  their  work  and  places  them  at 
a  disadvantage  with  other  teachers  outside  the  Province, 
therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this  Council  of  Women  appoint 
a  Committee  to  ascertain  from  the  Minister  of  Education 
whether  it  is  possible  to  establish  a  course  of  Normal  Train- 
ing for  those  wishing  to  teach  in  this  Province." 

A  committee  was  formed  to  wait  upon  the  Minister  of  Education. 

A  Local  Committee  was  also  formed  in  aid  of  the  Doukhobor  Fund,  which 
has  since  resulted  in  a  small  contribution  of  $11  being  sent  to  the  Central 
Committee. 

Fourteen  or  more  Reports,  in  the  shape  of  four  minute  papers,  from  our 
twenty-five  societies  were  read,  showing  active  if  quiet  work  in  various  direc- 
tions. 

A  Resolution  has  also  been  passed  deciding  that  the  Minister  of  Education 
be  approached  on  the  subject  of  the  introduction  of  Domestic  Science  into  the 
Public  Schools  of  this  Province.  It  has  since  been  found  impossible  to  take  any 
further  steps  in  this  matter,  owing  to  the  uncertain  state  of  the  Local  Legis- 
lature. 

A  member  of  the  Local  Council  begged  that  it  might  be  put  on  record  that 
this  Council  is  of  the  opinion  that  men  and  women  should  be  equally  paid  for 
equal  work. 

A  Committee  on  "Soldiers'  Comforts"  was  formed  in  February  of  this  year, 
which  has  been  able  to  send  488  pounds  (lbs.)  of  socks,  jerseys,  cholera  belts, 
d'oylies,  handkerchiefs,  etc.,  to  our  soldiers  in  South  Africa.  We  have  heard 
of  their  safe  arrival  at  their  destination  and  received  most  grateful  thanks  for 
the  contribution.  We  should  like  to  mention  that  this  is  only  about  half  the 
amount  that  Victoria  has  sent  for  the  same  purpose. 

An  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  "Red  Cross"  Society  has  also  been  heartily 
responded  to  by  this  Council,  which  has  been  able  to   establish  a  Local  Branch 
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with  an  influential  Committee.     The  Treasurer  of  this  has  lately  forwarded  $210 
as  a  first  instalment,  to  the  Central  Committee  in  Toronto. 

We  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  this  year  again  succeeded 
in  securing  the  election  of  one  of  our  members  as  School  Trustee,  thus  making 
cwo  now  upon  the  Board. 

Our  more  recent  meetings  have  been  almost  entirely  confined  to  making  ar- 
rangements directly  and  indirectly  for  the  coming  of  the  National  Council  in  July, 
whom  we  take  this  opportunity  of  most  cordially  welcoming  to  the  Far  West. 
We  hope  that  they  may  carry  away  with  them  as  pleasant  an  impression  of  us 
and  our  surroundings,  as  we  are  prepared  for  and  confidently  expect  from  our 
Eastern  sisters,  many  of  whom  are  already  well  known  to  us  by  name  and  repu- 
tation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JEANNIE  G.  GALLETLY, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE   VANCOUVER    LOCAL  COUNCIL 

OF  WOMEN. 


In  presenting  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Council  of  Women  for 
Vancouver,  I  have  nothing  very  striking  to  record. 

Our  work  has  been  somewhat  of  the  routine  of  business  meetings  and 
keeping  in  touch  with  the  National  Council  and  our  affiliated  societies.  Such  ebb 
tides  in  work  or  in  the  more  active  pleasures  of  life,  come  to  us  all  as  indivi- 
duals or  communities,  and  need  only  serve  to  prepare  us  for  further  advance. 
Since  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  National  Council  held  in  Hamilton  in  October  last, 
we  have  had  eleven  meetings  of  our  Local  Council,  three  general,  five  executive 
and  three  special.  At  one  of  these  meetings  Mrs.  Macaulay,  our  first  Vice- 
President,  presided.  At  all  of  the  others  our  able  and  energetic  President,  Mrs. 
McLagan,  was  in  the  chair,  and  we  have  felt  it  to  be  a  matter  of  congratulation 
that  she  has  accepted  the  office  for  another  year,  to  which  she  was  voted  by 
acclamation  at  our  annual  meeting  in  February. 

Our  provincial  laws  relating  to  the  protection  of  women  and  children  being 
inferior  to  those  of  the  Government  of  Ontario  we  have,  according  to  our  consti- 
tution, asked  and  obtained  permission  to  respectfully  petition  the  local  Legisla- 
ture of  British  Columbia  to  amend  these  laws  ;  and  at  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  we  presented  our  petition  to  them,  which  we  hope  they  will  see  fit  to 
grant. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Council  held  at  Hamilton  in  October,  we  were 
represented  by  Mrs.  Teetzel.  the  Mayoress  of  Hamilton,  who  very  kindly  sent  a 
most  interesting  report  of  the  proceedings. 

We  have,  with  other  Councils  of  Canada,  received  a  portrait  of  Lady  Aber- 
deen, which  is  a  photograph  of  the  oil  painting  as  she  appeared  at  the  Victorian 
Era  Ball,  held  in  Toronto  during  the  Jubilee  year.  This  has  been  handsomely 
framed,  and  has  been  placed  in  the  room  of  the  Art,  Historical  and  Scientific 
Association  where  we  hold  our  regular  meetings. 

In  the  Autumn,  Miss  Peters,  our  Corresponding  Secretary,  felt  obliged  to 
resign  on  account  of  health.  She  had  served  for  several  years  and  we  were 
very  sorry  to  lose  her  from  our  executive. 
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Miss  Caulfield,  an  individual  member  of  the  Council,  kindly  consented  to  do 
the  work  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Council  in  February,  when  Mrs.  Finch, 
formerly  of  Toronto,  and  one  of  our  patrons,  was  elected  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, and  has  entered  upon  her  duties  with  ability  and  energy. 

The  war  in  South  Africa,  which  has  been  forced  on  the  British  Empire  by  the 
invasion  of  our  territory  by  the  Boers,  has  evoked  the  warmest  expressions  of 
loyalty  from  the  Colonies.  Canada  has  been  unstinting  in  sending  her  brave 
sons  to  help  in  the  fight  for  justice  and  freedom,  and  we,  in  this  farthest 
Province  of  the  Dominion  have  felt  a  thrill  of  Imperial  Patriotism  as  we  have 
seen  our  own  British  Columbian  contingent  starting  on  their  long  journey  to  join 
their  comrades  in  the  struggle.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  women  of  Vancouver 
had  thought  of  the  hardships  of  the  campaign  and  decided  to  send  to  the  brave 
men  some  comforts.  A  Citizens'  Committee  was  formed  with  Lady  Tupper  as 
President.  The  Women's  Council  was  called  together  by  their  President  and  the 
delegates  of  the  affiliated  societies  and  other  ladies  willingly  took  collecting 
books  and  canvassed  for  subscriptions.  The  money  collected  through  the 
Women's  Council  was  $614.00,  which  included  $116.00  handed  in  by  the  Rev. 
Norman  Tucker,  and  $77.80  brought  to  the  Council  by  Mr.  Shimitzu,  Japanese 
Consul,  which  had  been  contributed  by  the  Japanese  in  Vancouver  through  Mrs. 
Shimitzu.  This  was  a  most  gratifying  evidence  of  the  feeling  of  friendship  for 
the  British  Empire  which  animates  the  Japanese  nation,  and  was  also  a  proof 
that  they  felt  satisfied  that  our  war  in  South  Africa  was  in  the  interests  of  jus- 
tice and  righteousness. 

Besides  the  money  collected,  some  hundreds  of  pairs  of  socks  and  other 
articles  of  use  and  comfort  for  the  soldiers  were  also  contributed  by  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  af^liated  societies,  and  were  handeli  over  to  the  Citizens' 
Committee  and  were  taken  charge  of  by  the  Strathcona  Horse. 

At  our  executive  in  March,  Mrs.  McLagan  and  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents 
were  appointed  to  wail  upon  Sir  Hibbert  Tupper,  Vice-President  for  the  Red 
Cross  Society  for  the  Province,  to  ask  him  to  request  the  Mayor  to  call  a  public 
meeting  to  consider  the  questionof  forming  a  bianch  of  thatSociety  in  Vancouver. 

This  was  done  and  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  committee,  which  has  met 
twice  a  month,  and  raised  by  various  means,  such  as  a  public  lecture  and  selling 
of  Red  Cross  badges,  sums  of  money  which  have  been  forwarded  t'O  headquarters 
at  Ottawa.  The  Citizens'  Committee  most  generously  made  a  grant  of  $200.00, 
to  this  most  praise-worthy  object,  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  winter  we  may  have 
a  series  of  lectures  on  First  Aid  to  the  Wounded,  followed  by  examinations  and 
certificates.  It  is  felt  that  such  lectures  will  be  most  useful  in  giving  instruc- 
tion as  to  needful  attention  to  sufferers  from  accidents,  which  often  occur  in  this 
Province. 

The  need  of  education  for  very  young  children  has  been  brought  before  us 
at  two  of  our  meetings  and  we  passed  a  resolution  to  this  effect  ;  that  the  Kin- 
dergarten system  of  bringing  up  young  children  should  form  part  of  the  public 
school  system  of  British  Columbia,  and  we  asked  that  this  subject  be  added  to 
the  agenda  for  the  National  Council  to  be  held  in  Victoria  in  July.  At  another 
meeting  we  had  addresses  on  the  same  subject  by  Miss  Newman  of  the  Van- 
couver Kindergarten,  Rev.  Norman  Tucker,  and  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Vogel, 
where  we  passed  a  resolution  in  favor  of  free  Kindergartens  and  pledged  our- 
selves to  use  our  influence  to  obtain  this  object. 

Copies  of  this  resolution  were  sent  to  the  Local  Councils  of  Women  in  the 
Province  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  the  subject  all  through  British  Columbia. 

We  wish  to  unite  with  other  Local  Councils  in  welcoming  to  this  Western 
Coast,  and  to  the  capital  of  the   Province,  the  President  and  Members  of  the 
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National  Council,  soon  to  assemble  in  their  Annual  Meeting  at  Victoria.  We 
feel  sure  that  their  coming  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  general  public  as 
well  as  to  our  Councils,  and  the  information  given  at  the  meetings  to  be  held 
will  enlighten  many  people  who  seem  to  be  in  ignorance  as  to  the  aims  and  work 
of  the  Women's  Council. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Press  for  ever  constant  consideration  and  cour- 
tesy-, which  was  most  conspicuous  when  our  lists  of  subscribers  to  "Sock  Con- 
tingent" had  to  appear  in  the  columns  of  the  daily  papers. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.   PHILLIPS  EDGE, 

Rt'cordi'iig  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  VERNON,  B.C.,  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


Organized  in  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  the  fifth   year  of  our  Coun- 
cil has  been  a  most  successful  one  for  a  Council  so  small. 

'  This  Council  pledged  itself  to  raise  one  hundred  dollars  a  year  towards  the 
salaries  of  the  Victorian  Nurses.  This  money  was  raised  and  paid  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Hospital  Board.  From  the  Council  funds  many  very  necessary 
improvements  were  made  by  adding  to  the  furnishings  of  the  Hospital. 

* 

The  Woman's  Work  at  the  Vernon    Fall   Exhibition   was  undertaken  by  the 
Council  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

A  public  reading  room  was  kept  open  during  the  winter  months  by  financial 
aid  from  the  Woman's  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENA  HENDERSON, 

Corresponding  Secretarj. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BRANDON  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


The  Brandon  Local  Council  begs  to  report  a  quiet  but  steady,  perceptible  ad- 
vance in  all  branches  of  women's  work.  Unostentatiously,  but  none  the  less 
persistently,  has  this  been  carried  on,  through  at  times — it  must  be  confessed — 
much  discouragement. 

The  Council  regrets  that  no  new  societies  have  seen  fit  to  unite  with  it  since 
the  last  report  was  presented,  while  the  Y.  W.  C.  T.  U.  has — temporarily  it  is 
hoped — withdrawn  from  the  federation. 

The  Brandon  Council  has,  during  the  past  year,  endeavored  to  assist  the 
Shoal  Lake  citizens  to  place  their  new  cottage  hospital  on  a  substantial  financial 
basis.  A  committee  of  our  women  canvassed  the  city  and  were  successful  in 
collecting  a  considerable  sum  in  this  way.  Mrs.  Kirchoffer  very  kindly  gave  an 
"  At  Home"  in  aid  of  the  same  fund,  while  Prof.  Robertson,  whose  untiring  zeal 
for  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses'  scheme  is  so  well  known,  delivered  a  delight- 
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ful  lecture,  the  proceeds  from  which  materially  helped  to  swell  the  fund.  A  com- 
mittee from  the  Brandon  Council  has  been  appointed  to  purchase  the  range  and 
kitchen  furnishings  for  the  new  hospital,  which  it  is  now  expected  will  be  opened 
on  July  4th. 

The  Council  was  represented  by  its  President,  Mrs.  McEwen,  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Council  in  Hamilton  last  November,  and  her  report  of 
the  proceedings  and  discussions  proved  both  helpful  and  stimulating  to  all. 

Through  the  direct  instrumentality  of  the  Council  a  branch  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society  was  formed  in  the  city  last  winter.  Through  this  organization,  by  the 
sale  of  Red  Cross  pins  and  the  giving  of  patriotic  entertainments  most  encour- 
aging sums  have  been  realized  and  forwarded  to  the  fund. 

The  women  of  the  Brandon  Council  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  contribute  to 
the  "  National  Council  World's  Fair  Book."  Answers  to  questions  on  var- 
ious departments  of  women's  work  were  prepared  by  Mesdames  Murray,  Kirch- 
hoffer,  Kavanagh  and  Rankin,  and  Miss  Bustedo,  while  the  President,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Ewen, forwarded  a  thoughtful  and  carefully  prepared  paper  on  the  "  Home  life 
of  Women  of  the  North  West." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

VENEPHE  WILSON, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  RAT  PORTAGE  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


When  Mrs.  Robinson,  as  delegate  to  the  International  Congress,  returned 
and  made  her  report,  we  invited  the  general  public  and  took  a  silver  collec- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital, 

The  Hospital  Aid  Society,  a  branch  of  the  Woman's  Council,  with  Mrs. 
Pither  as  President,  have  made  during  the  past  year  from  various  works  $715.00, 
(seven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars.) 

The  Red  Cross  Society,  another  branch  of  the  Woman's  Council,  with  Mrs. 
Pither  as  President,  have  forwarded  to  headquarters  in  Toronto  $110.00,  (one 
hundred  and  ten  dollars). 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHARLOTTETOVVN  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


The  Local  Council   of  Women  of  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  island,  begs 
leave  to  submit  its  third  report  to  the  National  Council  of  Women,  as  follows: 

The  Council   consists  of  fourteen   (14)    affiliated   societies,  representing  ail 
denominations  of  the  city. 

During  the  year  eight  (8)  monthly  and  three  (3)    Executive  meetings  have 
been  held. 

At  the  third  Annual  Meeting  held  in  February  of  this  year,  the  following  offii- 
cers  were  elected  ; —  Mrs,  Anderson  re-elected  President  by  the  unanimous  vote 
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of  the  Council.  Our  President  in  the  past  has.devoted  her  time  and  energies  to 
the  advancement  of  the  Council  and  its  successes,  in  a  large  measure,  are  due 
to  her  untiring  efforts.  Vice-Presidents,  Mrs.  Edward  Bayfield  and  Mrs.  Benj. 
Rogers  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  A\rs.  C.  C.  Gardiner;  Recording  Secretary, 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Full;  Treasurer,  Miss  Alice  Weeks. 

At  the  several  meetings  held  during  the  year  a  number  of  important  subjects 
have  been  discussed  and  action  taken  thereon. 

In  answer  to  a  request  from  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind,  a  small  sum 
was  collected  towards  increasing  the  circulating  library  of  that  institution. 

It  having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  that  the  sanitary  ar- 
rangements for  the  female  employees  in  the  stores  and  offices  of  this  city  were 
not  as  complete  as  health  demanded,  a  petition  was  forwarded  by  this  Council 
to  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  praying  that  a  By-law  be  passed 
compelling  employers  to  provide  the  necessary  sanitary  accommodation.  The 
petition  was  received  by  the  City  Council  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter. 

A  resolution  was  passed  by  this  Council  that  monthly  entertainments  be 
provided  for  the  Hospital  for  Insane  and  Poor  House. 

The  Government  complied  to  some  extent  with  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
National  Council  held  at  Hamilton,  October  last,  regarding  women  officers  for 
hospitals  and  asylums  for  the  insane.  Two  ladies,  Mrs.  J.  E.  B.  McCready 
and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Gardiner  have  been  nominated  by  this  Council  and  accepted  by 
the  Government  to  visit  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  Poor  House  and  Jails,  with 
the  understanding  that  they  report  to  the  Government,  and  also  to  the  Council 
if  thought  expedient,  any  improvements  that  they  may  deem  necessary  in  the 
successful  management  of  these  institutions. 

The  Council  has  under  consideration  a  resolution  pertaining  to  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  to  prohibit  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic  from  being 
eligible  to  serve  on  the  City  Council. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  suggest  ways  and  means  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Home  for  Aged  Women.  Progress  has  been  made,  a  number  of 
plans  suggested,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  scheme  will 
be  well  organized. 

The  Treasurer  reports  total  receipts  $41.37,  expenditure  |9.50,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $31.87. 

The  many  avenues  of  usefulness  now  opening  to  the  Council  for  improve- 
ment in  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  city  will  no  doubt  be  an  incent- 
ive to  greater  efforts  in  the  future.  We  look  forward  to  the  present  year  with 
hopefulness,  expecting  practical  results  in  many  of  the  proposed  reforms  now 
under  discussion. 

IDA  T.   FULL. 

Secretaiy. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NELSON  LOCAL  COUNCIL. 


The  second  year  of  this  Council  has  been  marked,  not  so  much  by  its  new 
developments  as  by  its  continued  help  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  previous 
year. 
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The  library  and  reading  room  were  carefully  tended,  and  by  means  of  a 
course  of  cookery  lessons  given  by  Miss  Livingston  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Council,  $103.00  were  given  into  its  Treasury.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  know 
that  this  felt  need  is  much  appreciated — the  accommodation  becoming  too  limited, 
larger  and  more  suitable  rooms  have  been  taken,  and  this  our  first  venture  is 
established  and  can  "  stand  alone." 

In  October  it  seemed  likely  that  a  By-law  to  introduce  a  Music  Hall  into 
our  city  would  become  law.  Our  affiliated  societies  unanimously  set  to  work  to 
get  signatures  to  a  petition  praying  the  Council  that  it  be  not  passed  by  them. 
Over  450  signatures  were  secured,  and  public  sentiment  became  so  stirred,  that 
the  By-law  was  dropped,  and  we  rejoice  that  this  form  of  amusement,  so  demor- 
alizing to  young  and  old,  is  excluded  from  our  city. 

The  necessity  for  the  proper  regulation  of  public  charity  came  before  us, 
and  in  connection  with  the  City  Council  and  Hospital  Board  we  formed  an  or- 
ganization called  "Nelson  Charity  Organization  Society,"  which  has  proved  of 
mutual  benefit  to  the  charitably  disposed  in  our  city,  and  to  the  deserving  cases 
requiring  relief. 

ROSALIND  E.  STOCKS, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NEW   WESTMINSTER    LOCAL 

COUNCIL. 


The  Secretary  of  the  New  Westminster  Local  Council  begs  to  report  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

The  New  Westminster  Local  Council  has  devoted  its  principal  attention  to 
two  important  objects,  the  management  and  maintenance  of  the  Woman's  Hos- 
pital, which  came  under  our  special  control  in  January,  1898,  and  not  having 
received  a  grant  from  the  Provincial  Government  for  nearly  two  years,  this  work 
has  fallen  somewhat  heavily  upon  us.  A  sale  of  work  was  arranged  by  the 
Council  and  carried  to  a  successful  issue,  $177.09  being  the  amount  obtained. 
Wishing  further  to  increase  our  revenue  and  help  pay  off  a  debt  of  some  $300, 
several  members,  representing  each  affiliated  society,  volunteered  to  collect  funds 
for  same,  and  $290.00  and  several  donations  were  reported.  The  Hospital  has 
been  a  great  blessing,  not  only  to  the  people  of  this  city,  but  to  those  in  West- 
minster District,  from  whom  kind  words  of  appreciation  are  heard.  Over 
one  hundred  and  ten  patients  have  been  treated  during  the  year,  forty-three  of 
these  being  maternity  and  thirty-two  surgical  cases,  the  rest  being  of  various 
diseases;  several  charity  cases  have  also  been  admitted.  Only  four  deaths 
have  occurred  in  the  Hospital  during  this  time,  which  speaks  well  for  the  nurses, 
who  have  been  most  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  feeling  of  loyalty  to  our  Queen  and  Country,  and  sympathy  for  our 
brave  defenders  at  the  front,  caused  us  to  forward  to  our  soldiers  in  South 
Africa  three  hundred  pairs  of  socks,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  handkerchiefs, 
forty-one  waist  bands,  thirty  caps,  and  a  quantity  of  minor  articles. 

Our  Annual  A\eeting  was  held  January  8th,  and  was  a  profitable  one  to  all. 
The  attendance  was  large,  and  reports  were  received  from  the  twelve  societies 
affiliated,  all  showing  excellent  work  done,  and  many  suggesting  better  methods 
of  dealing  with  social  problems.  Mrs.  A\cLagan  and  other  ladies  of  Vancouver 
Council  were  present  at  this  meeting  and  encouraged  us  by  their  kind  remarks. 
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A  petition  against  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  cigarettes  was  signed  by 
our  President  and  forwarded  to  headquarters.  A  deputation  from  our  Local 
Council  waited  upon  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  in  regard  to  the  Curfew  Bell,  and 
were  assured  they  would  do  all  they  could  In  the  matter,  and  we  hope  that  very 
soon  this  law  will  be  enforced. 

During  the  past  year  eleven  regular  and  four  Executive  meetings  of  the 
Council  have  been  held. 

Faithfully  submitted, 

(MRS.  C.)  MARY  WARWICK, 

Recordiuc'  St'cit'tarv- 


REPORT  OF  THE  EAST  PICTOU    COUNTY  LOCAL 

COUNCIL. 


The  first  Annual  Report  of  the  East  Pictou  County  Local  Council  of  Women 
must  of  necessity  be  a  report  of  hopes  and  aims,  rather  than  achievements. 

The  regular  meetings  prescribed  by  our  Constitution  have  been  held,  with 
one  emergency  one,  which  latter  was  called  to  marshal  our  machinery  to  be  made 
use  of  for  the  organization  of  a  Red  Cross  Society.  These  meetings  have  all 
been  well  attended  and  matters  of  deep  local  interest  brought  up  and  freely  dis- 
cussed. These  discussions  have  broadened  our  philanthropic  horizon  and  quick- 
ened and  deepened  our  sense  of  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  moral  and 
physical  well-being  of  our  townspeople. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  subjects  that  have  engaged  our  attention  :  — 
The  better  housing  of  our  poor,  the  moral  condition  of  our  public  schools,  the 
enforcement  of  the  Truancy  Act,  and  the  condition  of  our  jail  both  as  regards 
sanitation  and  the  proper  segregation  of  its  inmates.  Committees  have  been 
appointed  to  deal  with  these  subjects.  Having  put  our  hand  to  the  plough  we 
have  no  mind  to  turn  backward.  We  therefore  confidently  expect  results  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  desires. 

One  new  Society,  viz.,  James  Church  Christian  Endeavour,  has  joined  our 
Federation  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.   M.    MURRAY, 

Corresponding  Secretary . 


REPORT  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  ART  ASSOCLATION  OF 

CANADA. 


The  past  year  has  marked  an  epoch  in  achievement  in  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation far  beyond  that  of  any  previous  year.  The  feeling  has  grown  very 
strongly  that  this  Association  should  do  more  than  heretofore  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  Handicrafts.  That  there  is  a  large  field  for  many  art  industries,  which, 
if  properly  directed  and  encouraged,  should  become  important  products  of  the 
country,  is  evident. 

In  connection  with  the  Handicrafts  and  Arc  industries  the  exhibition  held  in 
Toronto  by  the  Woman's  Art  Association  in  February  and   March   of  this  year 
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proved  successful  beyond  expectation.  Examples  of  book-binding,  fan  and  book 
cover  designs,  leather  work,  Canadian  as  well  as  English,  pottery,  lace  making, 
wood  carving,  embroidery,  metal  work,  painting  on  silk,  as  well  as  the  more 
prosaic  arts  of  weaving  and  rug-making  were  shown  and  proved  conclusively 
how  many  avenues  in  Handicrafts  are  opening,  or  have  already  opened  to 
women.  This  exhibition  has  been  the  means  of  arousing  deep,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  lasting  interest  in  these  branches  of  Art  industries. 

The  pioneer  settlers  in  our  great  North  West  who  have  recently  come  among 
us,  have  claimed  our  sympathy  and  help.  They  are  skilled  in  spinning  and 
weaving.  They  make  beautiful  linen  and  woollen  lace,  as  well  as  linen  drawn 
work  and  embroidery  after  the  Russian  manner.  It  is  quite  within  the  province 
of  this  Association  that  we  should  assist  in  this  movement,  and  do  all  that  lies 
in  our  power  to  preserve  the  character  and  quality  of  their  handiwork,  to  see 
that  it  loses  nothing  of  its  individuality  and  originality.  To  preserve  and  en- 
courage the  home  industries  is  a  special  aim  of  the  Association. 

Nothing  is  more  important  than  that  the  artist  and  the  public  should  be 
brought  into  closer  touch  with  each  other,  so  that  sympathetic  relations  may  be 
induced,  and  that  we  may  know  our  own  possibilities  and  encourage  home 
talent,  which  is  the  only  way  to  encourage  National  Art.  "  Open  Studio  Day  " 
held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  of  the  winter  months,  instituted  in  our  largest 
centres,  is  a  movement  with  this  end  in  view  which  has  been  successful. 

The  cause  for  which  we  have  talked  so  much,  written  so  many  papers  and 
discussed  in  season  and  out  of  season,  has  at  last  been  taken  up  vigorously  in 
Toronto.  The  Art  Leagues  in  connection  with  the  Public  Schools  are  fast  be- 
coming universal,  in  Toronto  at  least.  The  brave  demonstration  of  the  practical 
work  of  the  scheme  by  the  Rosedale  League,  the  pioneer,  has  borne  fruit,  and 
public  attention  is  focussed  upon  the  fact  that  our  public  schools  should  be  a 
more  artistic  environment  for  the  students  if  we  wish  to  have  a  people  of  taste 
who  will  create  tasteful  things  for  our  use.  The  members  of  the  Association  in 
Toronto  have  entered  heartily  into  the  organization  and  work  of  these  Leagues, 
and  three  members,  the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Miss  Muntz,  have  been 
appointed  members  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  Artists  for  the  League. 

In  design  we  feel  that  there  is  some  awakening  to  the  fact  that  our  women 
have  the  talent  which,  when  equipped  and  dirtftcted,  can  compete  with  foreign 
talent  imported  into  the  country.  This  year  has  marked  very  definite  efforts  in 
this  direction.  Through  the  kindness  and  interest  of  manufacturing  firms  and 
others,  a  series  of  prize  competitions  was  arranged  for  various  purposes,  which 
it  is  hoped,  will  call  forth  our  best  effort  in  this  direction,  and  show  indisputably 
that  we  have  the  hand  and  brain  to  supply  designs  for  all  purposes. 

in  the  promotion  of  technical  and  manual  training  and  domestic  science,  the 
Association  unites  with  every  effort  made  to  bring  about  the  introduction  of  these 
into  all  educational  institutions. 

Most  successful  exhibitions  were  held  in  Hamilton,  Ottawa,  Kingston  and 
Montreal.  Lectures  were  arranged  for  in  each  branch  with  some  avowed  object 
in  view,  to  bring  before  the  public  definite  thought  in  regard  to  Art  production  in 
different  periods  as  related  to  our  own  position. 

There  has  been  a  strong  feeling  growing  out  of  the  united  efforts  of  so  many 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  Portrait  Exhibition,  that  a  great  benefit  to  the  women 
workers  of  Toronto  would  be  attained  by  having  a  centralization  of  the  various 
organizations  in  one  building.  There  has  been  considerable  agitation  on  the 
subject,  and  in  view  of  this  the  Association  has  taken  what  it  hopes  will  be  the 
initial  step  by  engaging  such  Gallery  and  Studio  Room  in  the  commodious  and 
handsomely  equipped  Confederation  Life  Building  as  will  allow  them  to  offer  the 
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use  of  the  gallery  to  other  organizations  of  women,  thus  forming  the  nucleus  of 
a  movement  towards  a  woman's  building.  The  introduction  of  secretarial  as- 
sistance available  for  a  group  of  societies  or  individuals  has  been  successfully 
attempted  in  connection  with  the  new  galleries. 

The  affiliation  last  year  of  our  Association  with  the  Women's  Institute  of 
London,  England,  is  the  first  link  in  an  international  interchange  of  Art,  which 
took  place  for  the  first  time  at  the  recent  Spring  Exhibition  in  Toronto,  several 
pictures,  as  well  as  some  examples  of  handicraft  being  sent  from  England. 

Public  spirit  is  growing  among  the  members  ;  there  is  a  predominating  note 
of  nationalism  and  work  for  the  advance  of  Art  in  the  community,  with  a  recog- 
nition that  through  the  good  of  the  whole  the  individual  attains  the  greatest 
benefit.  All  effort  made  and  work  done  is  voluntary  and  cannot  be  commanded, 
and  receives  no  remuneration  except  in  the  evidence  of  advancing  taste  and  the 
development  of  our  resources. 

Each  year  the  field  of  effort  of  the  members  of  the  Association  assumes  a 
broader  outlook  and  calls  for  more  workers  and  greater  endeavour.  What 
women  can  do  to  direct  and  encourage  artistic  taste  and  environment  and  to 
promote  art  and  art  industries  upon  a  practical  and  worthy  national  basis  is  un- 
limited, and  surely — if  slowly,  this  is  being  realized. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


MARY  E.   DIGNAM, 

President  IV. A. A.  of  Canada. 


REPORT   OF  THE  DOMINION  ORDER  OF    THE    KING'S 

DAUGHTERS. 


Having  reported  so  recently  to  the  National  Council  at  their  last  Convention 
in  October,  1898,  the  Dominion  Order  of  the  King's  Daughters  begs  leave  to  say 
that  there  is  nothing  of  any  especial  importance  to  be  reported.  The  General 
Secretary  of  the  Order  in  Canada  is  Mrs.  E.  M.  Tilley.  554  King  St..  London, 
Ont.     The  Treasurer,  A\iss  E.  J.  Morris,  61  Cartier  St.,  Ottawa. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


E.  M.  TILLEY, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ABERDEEN  ASSOCIATION. 


Since  the  last  report  in  October,  1899,  the  work  of  the  Aberdeen  Association 
has  progressed  quietly  but  steadily  in  its  efforts  to  assist  those  far  removed  from 
the  means  of  obtaining  suitable  reading. 

There  are  now  eighteen  Branches  in  Canada  whose  order  of  seniority  ranks 
as  follows  :  — 

Winnipeg,  Halifax,  Ottawa,  Calgary,  Vancouver,  Regina,  Toronto,  Montreal, 
(English  Branch,)  Montreal  (French  Branch),  Hamilton,  Victoria,  Brandon, 
Kingston,  Quebec.  St.  John,  Kamloops,  Gananoque  and  London,  the  last  two 
having  been  affiliated  in  October,  1899,  and  March  1900,  respectively. 
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Most  valued  assistance  continues  to  be  rendered  by  the  English  Committee, 
liberal  supplies  of  books  and  magazines  having  been  received  from  London, 
Glasgow  and  Liverpool. 

The  work  becoming  better  known  in  Canada,  the  local  supplies  have 
increased  in  a  very  marked  degree,  so  that  the  requests  to  the  Central  Office 
for  boxes  have  been  but  few. 

The  Association  continues  to  enjoy  the  use  of  a  room  on  Sparks  St..  though 
a  move  is  probable  shortly. 

The  Montreal  (English)  Branch  is  holding  another  prize  essay  competition 
this  season. 

The  branches  are  all  in  good  working  order  and  continue  sending  the  wel- 
come packets  monthly  to  over  2,000  readers. 

The  Branches  have  nearly  all  responded  cheerfully  to  the  request  for  a  $5 
annual  fee,  so  that  the  finances  are  now  in  a  much  easier  condition. 

C.  F.  WHITLEY, 

Secretat;)/. 


REPORT  OF  THE  VICTORIAN   ORDER. 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  tender  you  my  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Council 
of  Women  held  at  Hamilton  in  October,  1899. 

Branches  of  the  Order  are  established  in  twenty  districts,  and  nurses  have 
been  supplied  to  ten  of  these  since  October  last.  Two  more  Cottage  Hospitals 
have  been  opened  (Thessalon  and  Shoal  Lake),  and  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
one  at  Truro  and  another  at  Amherst,  Nova  Scotia. 

In  some  of  the  districts  these  hospitals  have  been  very  humble  beginnings, 
but  they  form  a  nucleus  of  good  work  till  means  allow  of  the  equipment  of  more 
suitable  buildings. 

When  the  excellent  work  that  is  being  done  in  that  tiny  cottage  at  Regina  is 
better  known,  other  small  towns  will  doubtless  take  courage  and  start  in  a  simi- 
lar manner. 

If  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  were  the  means  only  of  establishing  a  few 
Cottage  Hospitals  throughout  the  country  it  would  be  of  untold  benefit;  and 
worth  all  the  hard  work  and  opposition  which  our  founder  and  others  have  had 
to  contend  with.  But  it  is  doing  more  and  more  and  -d-ill  coiitiiiiie  to  do  more  still. 
What  are  our  nurses  at  the  various  stations  doing  each  day  ?  In  their  house  to 
house  visits  they  are  tenderly  welcoming  the  newly  born,  comforting  and  cheer- 
ing those  who  have  a  few  hours  more  of  suffering  and  weakness  to  endure, 
bathing,  rubbing  and  dressing  sores,  changing  bed  linen,  etc.,  of  the  consump- 
tive, of  the  cancer  patient,  or  of  the  bed-ridden  old  woman  of  ninety.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  lessons  are  given  on  hygiene,  and  in  the  art  of  nursing  to  classes 
of  women  and  girls. 

Twenty-six  Nurses  of  the  Victorian  Order  with  the  probationers  have  during 
the  last  eight  months  cared  for  over  1,500  patients  who  otherwise  would  have 
had  no  nursing,  and  many  of  whom  would  have  died  in  filth  and  loneliness. 
Those  who  have  comfortable  homes  have  also  benefited  greatly  when  only  a 
short  service  has  been  required  and  when  the  V.  O.  Nurse  could  do  all  for  the 
patient  in  an  hour. 
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It  does  not  seem  that  the  Order  can  ever  become  self-supporting.  It  will 
he  in  part,  but  there  always  must  be  the  sick  poor  to  care  for.  The  hospitals 
are  not  large  enough  or  sufficient  in  number  to  take  in  all;  and  in  many  cases 
when  it  is  the  mother  who  is  ill,  it  would  necessitate  the  breaking  up  of  the 
home  if  she  were  sent  to  the  hospital. 

The  grant  of  the  Ontario  Government,  as  many  of  you  know,  allowed  us  to 
establish  last  year  branches  at  six  different  places  in  Western  Ontario.  The 
same  amount,  $2500,  has  been  given  again  this  year,  which  will  not  only  help 
in  continuing  the  good  work  at  these  stations,  but  will  also  assist  in  starting 
new  Branches. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Government  has  this  year  granted  $500.  If  each  Local 
Government  would  do  the  same,  or  if  individuals  would  occasionally  make  a 
donation  to  the  Central  Fund,  the  work  of  the  Order  would  be  carried  on  more 
rapidly. 

To  a  new  district  a  guarantee  of  $500  or  $600  before  a  nurse  can  be  pro- 
vided seems  a  great  deal  of  money  to  raise  ;  but  if  the  Central  Fund  could  allow 
small  grants  of  $100  or  $200  for  the  first  year  or  two,  the  people  would  be 
encouraged  to  make  up  the  balance:  and  when  they  once  felt  the  blessing  of  a 
trained  nurse  in  their  midst,  they  would  make  a  sacrifice  rather  than  part  with 
her  services.  This  has  been  illustrated  in  more  than  one  district.  Will  not  the 
National  Council  of  Women  do  something  with  regard  to  increasing  this  Central 
Fund  ? 

As  there  will  be  representatives  from  various  districts   where   Branches  of 
the  Order  exist,  I  shall  leave  them  to  tell  of  the  work  at  these  stations. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLOTTE  MACLEOD,  C.  L.  S. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL    HOME    READING  UNION. 

The  eleventh  season  of  the  National  Home  Reading  Union  has  not  been  as 
successful  in  numbers  as  during  former  years,  although  the  interest  of  the  mem- 
bers seems  to  be  as  great,  as  some  letters  received  have  been  most  encouraging. 

The  number  of  members  has  been  383  and  the  amount  spent  in  books  through  _ 
the  National  Home  Reading  Union,  over  $200. 

History  and  literature  have  been  the  favorite  subjects,  also  Browning  and 
Dante. 

Our  largest  circles  are  in  the  country,  and  next  year  we  hope  the  Reading 
Union  will  become  known  in  more  small  villages  where  circles  of  this  kind  are  a 
great  help  to  those  isolated  during  the  winter  months. 

One  letter  received  from  the  leader  of  a  circle  shows  the  interest  taken  in 
the  Reading  Union.  An  appeal  was  made  by  the  head  office,  through  the  maga- 
zine, for  the  funds  of  the  Reading  Union,  and  a  subscription  was  taken  up  in 
this  circle  and  sent  in  with  a  letter  stating  that  it  was  considered  a  privilege  to 
belong  to  the  National  Home  Reading  Union,  and  although  the  donation  was 
small,  the  circle  hoped  it  would  be  some  help. 

Information  as  to  the  objects  and  numbering  of  the  Reading  Union  will  be 
gladly  given  on  application  to  the  the  Honorary  Secretary. 

MRS.  McKIM, 

McGregor  Street,  Montreal. 
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APPENDIX    B. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  LECTURE  ON  THE 
KINDERGARTEN. 


Extracts  taken  from  a  lecture  delivered  at  Lewisham,  Eng-- 
land,  by  Miss  Franks,  A.  F.  S.  &  A.  C.  P.,  the  Principal  of  the 
Camden  House  Training-  School  for  Kinderg-arten  Teachers,  who 
kindly  sent  a  copy  of  her  lecture,  which  appeared  in  the  paper 
called  "  Child  Life,"  to  the  Council  of  Women  with  her  compli- 
ments. She  is  what  we  may  term  the  Mother  of  Kinderg;arten  in 
Eng-land,  therefore  a  few  of  her  thoug-hts  on  the  subject  will  per- 
haps not  be  out  of  place  just  now. 

"  Bishop  Temple  has  said  that  all  prog-ress  is  due  to  the  asso- 
ciation of  one  human  being-  with  another.  It  is  quite  certain  that 
the  Kindergarten  child  learns  more  from  his  equals  than  from  his 
superiors  ". 

****** 

I  once  asked  a  child  of  four  :  "Will  vou  come  to  school?" 
"  I  can't.  "  "  Why?  "  "I  can't  do  their 'thing's  !  "  It  is  for  the 
educator  to  prove  to  the  child  that  it  can.  Simple  tasks  and  en- 
couragement will  do  this.  He  is  afraid  of  people  and  surroundings 
so  much  bigger  than  himself.  Let  him  have  companions  of  his 
own  stature,  with  a  development  of  mind,  and  with  characteristics 
similar  to  his  own. 

He  has  eyes.  Teach  him  to  use  them.  I  heard  a  scientific 
man  a  short  time  ago  affirm,  that  of  all  our  organs,  our  eyes  are 
the  least  developed,  and  that  the  daily  study  of  astronomy  had  en- 
abled one  of  his  pupils  to  see  sixteen  more  stars  in  a  particular 
group  than  were  visible  to  ordinary  eyesight. 

He  has  hands.  See  that  they  perform  good  service.  The 
hand  is  pre-eminently  the  organ  for  knowledge-getting,  serving  as 
an  interpreter  to  sight  and  brain. 

He  has  limbs.  Show  him  how  to  control  them.  He  loves 
movement,  and  will  easily  lend  himself  to  exercises  that  appeal  to 
his  rythmic  sense,  and  to  his  delight  in  traversing  space.  Every 
mother  is  familiar  with   the  pleasure  a  little  child  feels  in   racin-^ 
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across  an  empty  room.  This  has  its  meaning-.  The  young  of  all 
animals  need  the  exhilaration  and  strength  caused  by  active 
movement. 

Kindergarten  discipline  is  gentle,  but  not  lax  ;  it  emphasizes 
the  good  rather  than  the  bad,  and  its  object  is  to  raise  the  human 
being  up  to  the  level  of  his  best  consciousness,  and  to  be  stimulative 
rather  than  coercive.  It  deals  with  the  causes  of  actions,  rather 
than  with  the  actions  themselves.  A  young  mother,  speaking  of 
her  little  girl  of  three,  said  to  me  the  other  day  ;  "  Do  you  not 
think  that,  as  I  said  she  should  do  it,  she  should  do  it  ?  "  I  should 
like  to  answer  in  such  a  case  ;  "  Yes,  if  you  are  sure  you  have  well 
considered  your  command.  "  He  who  is  wise  enough  to  give  a 
perfect  command  has  already  commanded  obedience.  Another 
friend  of  mine  asked  with  regard  to  his  young  son  ;  "  Should  not 
so  serious  a  fault  meet  with  a  serious  punishment,  so  that  he  will 
remember?"  "What?"  I  asked.  "  Not  to  do  it  again,  "  was 
the  answer.  This  is  the  mistake  we  make  about  discipline.  We 
regard  it  as  a  means  of  getting  something  done  or  left  undone. 

If  we  venture  to  go  deeper,  and  attempt  to  affect  motive,  dis- 
cipline becomes  a  more  difficult  matter.  Say  I  punish  a  child  for 
an  act  of  disorder,  and  that  he  avoid  this  act  from  fear  of  my 
punishment,  what  is  he  but  a  self  interested,  calculating  person, 
and  his  refraining  from  the  disorderly  act  may  be  whollv  uncon- 
nected with  any  love  of  order,  and  it  need  not  at  all  follow  that  he 
sees  disorder  to  be  wrong  or  unbecoming,  nor  that  he  would 
spontaneously  avoid  it  on  another  occasion.  The  disposition  to 
disorder,  disobedience,  and  wrong  is  the  thing  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  it  is  because  we  should,  if  possible,  bring  about  the  contrary 
disposition  that  early  training  is  so  important.  In  this  matter  if  in 
no  other,  prevention  is  better  than  cure.  Young  children  are  very 
sensitive,  and  much  impressed  by  the  approval  or  disapproval  of 
those  in  authority  over  them,  and  such  approval  and  disapproval, 
if  used  wisely  and  consistently,  is  all-powerful  to  prevent  and  to 
cure  childish  faults.  The  wisdom  that  comes  from  experience  is 
needed  for  the  best  choice  and  for  the  best  expression  of  approval 
and  disapproval.  Exaggeration  in  praise  and  blame  may  spoil  all; 
this  is  seen  in  the  astonished,  almost  startled,  look  of  a  child  at 
excessive  approbation  or  displtTiisure.  A  child's  tender  body  can- 
not bear  roug-h  handling'-,  nor  his  moral  nature  heavy  emotional 
treatment. 

We  do  not  need  elaborate  means  of  curing  children's  faults, 
but  we  want  much  forethought,  painstaking,  and  energy  to  prevent 
them  ;   and  the  more  careful  we  are,  the  simpler  may  be  the  means 
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we  use — the  gentler  the  better.  Pray  understand — not  weakness, 
but  gentleness  ;  such  as  was  meant  by  Professor  Laurie,  when,  in 
a  lecture  to  young  teachers  he  advised  them  never  to  give  a  severe 
punishment  where  a  slight  one  would  do  ;  no  punishment  at  all  if 
a  word  would  do  ;  not  even  a  word  if  a  look  would  do  ;  not  even 
a  look  if  they  could  do  without  it.  This  advice  is  not  easy  for  the 
inexperienced  teacher  to  follow.  It  requires  not  only  a  knowledge 
of  the  subject  to  be  taught,  but  of  the  nature  of  the  learner.  The 
nature  of  the  learner  is  the  chief  subject  of  study  for  the  Kinder- 
garten teacher.  Her  work  is  to  prepare  for  work,  to  inspire  her 
pupil  with  a  wish  to  learn,  and  to  teach  him  how  to  learn.  To 
prevent  habits  of  inattention,  idleness,  disobedience,  and  disorder 
that  would  hinder  him  from  doing  good  work.  To  prevent  blun- 
ders, intellectual  and  moral,  that  cause  so  much  of  childish  sorrow. 
This  is  the  good  work  that  goes  on  in  the  Kindergarten.  This  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  free  and  happy  life  the  children  lead.  During 
the  two  or  three  well-occupied  hours  they  spend  with  their  young 
companions,  there  is  little  time  for  naughtiness  ;  the  mind  has 
plenty  to  think  of,  the  body  plenty  to  do,  and  it  is  indeed  a  paradise 
of  activity  and  happiness. 

It  is  only  the  understanding  of  the  young  child  that  makes  this 
possible,  and  it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  us  when  Froebel's  princi- 
ples are  applied  to  children  above  the  Kindergarten  age.  Froe- 
bel's system  is  not  merely  a  device  for  the  occupation  of  infants, 
but  a  grand  reform  in  education,  which,  perhaps,  is  best  to  be  ap- 
preciated by  those  who  have  most  endeavoured  to  carry  out  its 
principles. 

For  myself,  I  am  persuaded  that,  if  only  more  schools  and 
more  teachers  could  be  brought  under  the  influence  of  Froebel, 
there  would  be  a  g-reat  savin£r  of  time  and  effort,  and  we  should 
produce  more  genuine,  capable,  and  original  human  beings. 

****** 


Just  a  word  about  the  trained  child's  readiness  for  elocution 
teaching.  This  subject  is  not  often  well  done,  and  seldom  begins 
early  enough.  Whilst  good  speaking  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
an  indication  of  culture,  and  all  of  us  feel  the  attractiveness  of  a 
well  modulated  voice,  clear  utterance,  and  a  good  facial  expression, 
little  is  done  in  a  direct  way,  to  bring  about  the  conditions 
required.  Good  recitation  is  looked  upon  as  a  gift,  whereas  in 
truth,  it  is  the  result  of  a  variety  of  exercises  that  imply  common 
sense  and  understanding   rather   than  genius.      The   Kindergarten 
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child  has  been  accustomed  to  hear  and  to  tell  little  stories,  to 
dramatise  songfs,  and  to  say  his  poetry  with  feeling"  and  intelligence,. 
and  he  is  quite  ready  to  discuss  (always  ready  to  discuss)  with  his 
transition  teacher  the  reasons  for  an  interrog^ative  sound  of  the 
voice,  for  a  mysterious  whisper,  for  a  tone  of  amazement,  a  voice 
of  command,  of  entreaty,  or  disdain. 


There  is  no  better  g-aug-e  of  a  nation's  prog'ress  than  the 
treatment  it  awards  to  the  youngs  greneration,  and  there  is  no  one 
who  has  done  more  to  start  a  new  world  for  the  young-  than  Froebel 
and  his  revered  teacher  Pestalozzi.  Children  owe  a  threefold  debt 
of  gratitude  to  Froebel^firstly,  for  his  intellig-ent  understanding- 
of  the  g^reat  master's  central  idea  that  "there  are  germs  of  g^ood 
in  every  human  being,  and  his  best  and,  indeed,  his  only  education 
consists  in  developing-  these  ;"  secondly,  for  the  wonderful  pene- 
tration which  enabled  him  to  deal  efficiently  with  this  develop- 
ment ;  and  thirdly,  for  the  unparalleled  self-devotion  which  in- 
spired him,  and  through  him  so  many  of  his  followers,  the  feeling 
described  in  the  Froebel  motto  :    "  Let  us  live  for  our  children." 
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REPORTS  OP  SECTIONAL  CONPEHENCES 

tield  during  the 

Seventh  Annual  Meeting  at  Victoria. 


THE  WOiVSANS  ART  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Woman's  Art  Association  held  its  Sectional  Conference  on 
Wednesday,  July  26th,  at  2.30,  Miss  Reid,  Montreal,  in  the  chair. 

A  report  on  the  work  of  the  Association  was  read  by  Miss 
Wilkie,  Toronto,  deleg-ate  of  the  Association.  Miss  Wilkie  ad- 
vocated the  encouragement  of  handicrafts.  There  is  in  Canada 
a  larg-e  field  for  art  industries  which  mig-ht,  if  fostered,  become 
important  products  of  the  country.  Reference  was  made  to  the 
exhibition  of  the  Woman's  Art  Association  held  in  Toronto  during 
February  and  March  of  this  year,  where  were  exhibited  examples 
of  book-binding,  book  cover  designs,  leather  work,  pottery,  lace 
making,  wood  carving,  metal  work  and  t^e  more  prosaic  arts  of 
weaving  and  rug  making.  Nothing  is  more  important  than  that 
the  artist  and  the  public  should  be  brought  into  close  touch  so 
that  as  Canadians  we  may  know  our  own  possibilities  and  encour- 
age home  talent. 

The  report  of  the  Art  Association  of  Vancouver  City  was  read 
by  Mrs.  McLagan. 

The  following  paper  by  Miss  Simms  w^as  read  by  Miss  Reid, 
of  Montreal : 

LEAGUES    OF    SCHOOL    ART. 

The  title.  School  Art  Leagues,  may,  to  many  in  this  audience, 
be  quite  misleading,  or,  indeed,  vague  and  indefinite.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  paper  is  to  set  before  you,  who  are  gathered  from  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  great  land,  the  true  significance  of  the 
name,  in  the  earnest  hope  that  you  may  be  so  interested  in  the 
novelty  of  the  movement,  and  so  impressed  with  its  great  moral 
and  spiritual  value  to  our  country,  that,  from  this  meeting,  there 
may  spring  up  in  every  province  of  our  Dominion,  Leagues,  of 
School  Art. 
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The  last  half  of  this  wonderful  century  has  been  g-Iorified  by 
a  splendid  group  of  writers — Tennyson,  Browning-,  Carlyle,  Rus- 
kin,  Dickens,  Geor<^e  Eliot,  Matthew  Arnold  ;  and  the  death  in 
January  of  the  last  of  the  g-alaxy  turns  down  a  page  that  has 
scarcely  been  excelled  in  the  literary  history  of  the  British  race. 

John  Ruskin,  brilliant,  eloquent,  passionate,  dogmatic,  ardent, 
was  abov-e  all  else  a  teacher.  The  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  fact  that 
his  works  have  been  more  widely  read  than  those  of  any  other 
British  writer  on  art,  and  for  the  reason  that  he  had  the  happy 
faculty  of  making-  men  think  on,  and  comprehend,  art.  He  placed 
beauty,  in  its  true  sense,  on  a  level  with  \  irtue  as  a  revelation  of 
the  mind  of  God,  and  so  considered  it  an  essential  element  in  the 
life  and  industry  of  the  world,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
most  emphatic  statement  : 

"So  far  from  art  being  immoral  in  the  ultimate  power  of  it, 
nothing  but  art  is  moral ;  life  without  industry  is  sin,  and  industry 
without  art,  brutality.  The  laws  of  life  and  the  joy  of  beauty  in 
the  material  world  of  God  are  as  eternal  and  sacred  parts  of  His 
creation  as  in  the  world  of  spirits,  virtue,  and  in  the  world  of  in- 
telligence, praise." 

No  wonder  then,  that, with  these  beliefs,  John  Ruskin  in  1883 
founded   "Art  for  Schools  "  Associations  in  England. 

The  movement  seized  the  popular  fancy  and  spread  rapidly 
through  Germany  and  France.  In  1893,  a  League  of  School  Art 
was  founded  in  Boston,  though  as  early  as  187 1,  the  American 
Social  Science  Association  did  similar  work  in  that  city.  The 
work  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  with  very  vague  ideas  as  to 
its  ultimate  purpose  and  with  almost  no  systematic  effort.  It 
would  be  well  for  us,  therefore,  in  whose  country  the  work  bids 
fair  to  flourish,  to  have  definite  ideas  of  its  aims  and  purposes, 
and  also  a  thorough  and  efficient  organization.  What  then  are 
the  aims  of  Leagues  of  School  Art  ?  For  lucidity,  let  us  take  this 
piirt  of  the  subject  up  under  two  headings, — the  Material  and  the 
Spiritual — though  these  are  so  intimately  related  as  to  be  almost 
inseparable. 

First  then,  and  briefly,  the  Material  aspect.  This  divides  it- 
self naturally  into  three  parts — school  architecture,  school  room 
walls,  school  room  decorations. 

In  architecture  we  desire  to  have  for  the  outside  of  our  school 
buildings  the  very  best  designs  possible,  making  them  a  joy  to  the 
citizens  and  an  educative  power  to  the  children.  Inside,  they  are 
to  be  planned  with  every  consideration  for  the  health,  comfort  and. 
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convenience  of  the  occupants.  These  two  ends  can  only  be  at- 
tained by  making  it  worth  while  for  the  best  architects  to  compete. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  in  many  towns,  villages  and  townships,  if  not 
in  cities,  when  a  new  school  house  is  to  be  built,  the  nearest  archi- 
tect, or  the  one  who  is  best  acquainted  with  the  school  board,  ob- 
tains the  work  and  the  result  is  too  often  an  eyesore  for  gene- 
rations. 

Now  the  walls.  This,  to  those  who  know  the  work,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  its  most  important  phase.  Wall  space  must  be  of 
correct  proportions  and  wall  coloring  harmonious  and  grateful  to 
the  eye.  Whether  one  believes  in  the  symbolism  of  proportion 
and  color,  or  not,  the  fact  remains  that  incorrect  proportions  are 
irritating  and  inharmonious  colors  distracting,  while  correct  and 
harmonious  proportions  and  coloring  are  restful  and  strengthen- 
ing. Better,  well-proportioned  wall  spaces  and  harmonious  color- 
ing, without  anything  in  the  way  of  picture  or  statuary  than  the 
best  of  pictures  on  poor  walls  ;  but  better,  the  best  of  pictures  on 
poor  walls  than  nothing  at  all  but  blackboards  and  space. 

Wall  decorations  may  consist  of  pictures,  plaster  casts,  statu- 
ary, pottery,  bookshelves  and  books,  cabinet  and  even  mural 
decorations,  each  league  following  its  own  individuality  in  choice 
of  subjects.  School  rooms,  hitherto,  have  been  too  much  like 
workshops — there  is  a  danger  that,  in  the  enthusiasm  of  this  work, 
they  may  be  over  decorated.  Let  the  decorations  be  too  few  rather 
than  too  many,  and  always  of  the  very  best.  Aim  at  what  is 
beautiful  because  of  its  simplicit}',  not  because  of  its  elaborate 
ornateness  or  lavish  cost.  The  maximum  of  artistic  effect  on  the 
minimum  expense  is  what  is  desired. 

Just  a  glance  at  material  results  : — 

T.  An  increased  desire  for,  and  love  of,  cleanliness,  reaching 
from  the  school  to  the  home  and  from  the  home  to  the  city  streets 
and  alleys. 

2.  A  love  for  artistic  simplicity  which  shall  supplant  the 
present  desire  for  pretentious  and  vulgar  decoration,  as  seen  in 
almost  all  household  necessaries  as  at  present  produced,  from  the 
jug  on  the  kitchen  table  to  the  elaborately  carved  furniture  and 
tawdry  hangings  of  the  living  room.  This  demand  for  simpler  and 
better  design  will  have  a  far-reaching  commercial  effect. 

3.  A  desire  for  beauty  in  public  buildings,  statues  and  monu- 
ments, beauty  in  public  parks  and  squares  until  we  have  beauty  for 
public  use,  God's  evident  purpose  in  making  His  world  so  beautiful, 
then  let  it  be  man's  purpose  also. 

Second,  the  Spiritual  side  of  the  work.  Its  purposes  are  at 
least  three  : — 
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1.  The  cultivation  of  the  aesthetic  nature  and  the  development 
of  the  imagination  of  the  child,  the  strengthening- of  that  penetrative 
power  of  the  imagination  that  sees  and  grasps  the  subtler,  higher 
and  holier  significance  of  art, — its  idealism  and  symbolism. 

2.  The  satisfying  of  the  love  for  the  beautiful  that  exists  in 
every  child. 

3.  The  stimulating  in  the  child  of  an  admiration  and  reverence 
for  genius, — God's  highest  type  of  creation. 

The  first  of  these  purposes  is  the  most  important  and  the  most 
difficult  to  reach,  but  experience  proves  that  it  is  not  beyond 
attainment  even  with  school  children. 

There  are  three  manifestations  of  the  Divine,  the  true,  the 
good  and  the  beautiful.  The  true  is  taught  in  all  science  ;  the 
good,  in  all  morals  and  ethics  ;  but  the  beautiful  in  all  forms  of 
art  is  neglected  or  left  to  chance.  Therefore,  in  pleading  for  the 
development  of  the  imaginative  powers  of  the  child,  we  plead  for 
a  well  balanced  system  of  education, — one  that  will  equally  develop 
all  sides  of  the  child's  mind.  Hitherto  the  rationalizing  powers  of 
the  child's  mind  have  been  fully  trained  and  the  individual,  who 
recognizes  his  power  to  use  these,  is  rewarded  with  a  sense  of 
satisfaction  and  confidence  in  himself,  but  he  whose  imaginative 
qualities  are  alert,  who  can  interpret  Nature  in  all  her  varied 
moods,  who  can,  with  penetrative  power,  grasp  the  highest  and 
best  meaning  of  mighty  works  of  pen  or  brush,  he  is  rewarded 
by  a  spiritual  joy  and  refreshment  that  makes  life  beautiful. 
While  fully  recognizing  the  great  value  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
rationalizing  faculties,  we  desire  to  have  by  cultivation  what  the 
artist  and  the  poet  have  by  nature.  We  desire  that  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  their  world  and  ours  may  disappear  and  that' 
we  may  enter  in  and,  if  not  take  possession,  at  least   roam  at  will. 

The  second  point, — the  satisfying  of  the  love  of  the  beautiful, 
— needs  no  discussion.  A  state  of  starvation  has  existed  in  this 
regard  from  university  to  primary  school,  we  had  almost  said  kin- 
dergarten. 

Carlyle  says  :  "  The  first  spiritual  want  of  a  barbarous  man 
is  decoration."  The  remark  provokes  a  smile,  but  much  that  is 
serious  lies  beneath  it.  All  men  are  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
artists,  either  in  application  or  execution,  and  an  educational  sys- 
tem should  recognize  this  fact. 

The  present  is  confessedly  materialistic, — an  age  of  science 
and  machinery,  and  more  of  the  spiritual  element  is  needed  to 
keep  the  balance  true.  Man's  physical  nature  is  limited  and  easily 
satisfied,  but  there  is  no  conceivable  limit  to  man's  growth  in  the 
direction  of  his  spiritual  nature,  and  the  most  elementary  training 
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of  that  nature,  if  g-ood  of  its  kind,  reaches  out  into  infinite  pro- 
g-ression.  Spiritual  growth  is  promoted  by  spiritual  contact,  and 
one  of  the  simplest  ways  of  g"etting  that  contact  is  by  surrounding" 
the  child  early  in  life  by  what  is  beautiful  in  line,  form,  color,  con- 
ception and  idealization, — for  at  no  time,  after  mere  infancy,  is  the 
child  too  young-  to  feel  the  influence  of  this  spiritual  contact.  The 
silent  influence  of  g-ood  art  is  a  potent  force,  and  will  of  itself 
mould  character  by  a  process  of  unconscious  absorption,  but  to 
enable  a  child,  who  has  never  felt  it  before,  to  feel  joy  in  beauty 
and  nature  or  art  is  to  open  to  him  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth. 
It  is  to  unseal  for  him  one  of  the  g-reat  fountains  of  spiritual  life, 
to  make  accessible  one  of  the  g^reat  resources  of  higher  living, 
and  to  add  immeasurable  enjoyment  and  refreshment  to  life.  So 
shall  art  fulfil  its  noblest  service  in  serving  the  children  and  so 
shall  be  hastened  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  among  men. 

Organization. — The  first  League  of  School  Art  was  formed  in 
Toronto  in  1896  for  the  purpose  of  buying  pictures,  etc.,  for  the 
Rosedale  Public  School.  To-day  this  league  believes  that  the  work 
of  an  Art  League  covers  everything  connected  with  the  school  house 
and  grounds. 

The  interested  parents  and  residents  of  any  school  district  co- 
operate with  the  teachers.  The  school  board  in  Toronto  has  been 
most  sym.pathetic  and  helpful.  Each  league  consists  of  President, 
Vice-President,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Executive  Committee  and 
Members.  The  twenty  leagues  of  the  city  of  Toronto  are  com- 
bined by  a  central  executive  composed  of  Hon.  President,  President, 
three  Vice-Presidents,  two  Secretaries,  Treasurer  and  an  Executive 
composed  of  the  President  of  each  city  league.  The  duties  of  this 
central  executive  are  to  keep  track  of  the  work  done  by  the  dif- 
ferent leagues  ;  to  prevent  waste  of  money  by  the  purchase  of 
duplicate  pictures  ;  to  arrange  loans  with  other  cities  and  towns, 
and  to  give  inspiration  to  the  leagues  generally. 

A  very  important  feature  of  the  organization  is  the  advisory 
board.  This  is  composed  of  four  members  of  the  Ontario  Society 
of  Artists,  four  architects,  four  laymen,  four  members  of  the 
Woman's  Art  Association,  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  the  Minister  of 
Education,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  School  Board,  the  Superin- 
tendant  of  buildings  and  the  Inspector  of  schools  for  the  city,  who 
is  chairman.  The  offices  of  this  board  are,  as  its  name  implies, 
to  give  advice  to  any  league  asking  for  it.  They  will  suggest 
schemes  of  color  or  designs  for  decoration  in  wood  ;  make  sug- 
gestions with  regard  to  choice  of  pictures,  purchase  pictures,  etc., 
etc.  They  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the  alteration-  of 
several  school  rooms. 
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This  org-anization  is  proving  itself  very  eflficient  and  with 
twenty  enthusiastic  leagues  working-  in  the  city  of  Toronto  and 
several  springing  up  in  other  towns  and  cities  of  the  Province, 
Ontario  hopes  soon  to  have  a  Provincial  organization. 

Will  not  Victoria,  in  the  extreme  West,  at  once  take  steps  to 
organize  a  League  of  School  Art,  and  will  not  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  in  the  extreme  East,  pledge  themselves  to  take 
up  the  work  on  their  return  home  ?  We  look  for  a  Dominion 
organization. 


DOMINION  WOMAN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT 
ASSOCIATION. 

This  Sectional  Conference  was  held  on  W^ednesday,  July  25th, 
at  3  p.m.,  with  Miss  A.  D.  Cameron  in  the  chair.  Contrary  to 
expectation,  no  official  report  from  the  Dominion  Woman's  En- 
franchisement Association  was  forthcoming,  and  no  one  present 
was  able  to  give  a  verbal  report. 

The  Chairman  felt  that  this  was  a  disappointment,  as  they 
had  hoped  to  learn  officially  just  what  progress  had  been  made. 
Oddly  enough,  there  seems  to  be,  even  in  the  minds  of  the  repre- 
sentative women  of  the  Council,  a  woeful  lack  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning enfranchisement,  and  she  felt  that  it  would  be  a  wise  thing 
to  know  of  (and  use)  those  privileges  which  we  have  in  the  interim 
while  we  are  waiting  for  greater  things.  In  the  absence  of  any 
official  report,  she  attempted  to  find  out  from  individual  delegfates 
what  the  position  of  woman  is  in  regard  to  the  Municipal  and 
Provincial  franchise  in  the  various  Provinces  of  the  Dominion. 

Miss  Sanderson,  Toronto,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  the 
phase  of  the  question  of  woman's  franchise  in  the  Far  East. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Grant,  Victoria,  spoke  in  her  usual  crisp  and 
lucid  manner  to  the  question,  assuring-  the  meeting  that  the  ques- 
tion of  woman's  suffrage  will  be  taken  up  this  year  in  the  Provin- 
cial House,  "  and,"  concluded  Mrs.  Grant  in  her  own  incisive 
way,  "  we  will  continue  to  press  the  matter  until  our  point  is 
carried." 


VICTORIAN  ORDER  OF  NURSES. 

The  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  held  its  Sectional  Conference 
on  Friday,  July  27th,  at  2.15  p.m.  Lady  Taylor  presided,  and 
Miss  Macleod,  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Order,  was  present. 
Two  V.  O.  nurses.  Miss  Burris,  Port  Arthur,  and  Miss  B.  Hen- 
derson, Vernon,  added  to   the    interest   of  the  meeting   by   giving- 
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reports  of  their  work  in  person.  Reports  were  read  of  the  work 
done  in  other  parts  of  the. country,  and  Miss  Macleod  expressed 
herself  as  fully  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the  Order. 


THE  YOUNG  WOMElSrS  CHRISTIAN  ASSOQATION 

OF  VICTORIA. 

This  Association,  having-  specially  requested  a  meeting-  during- 
the  sessions  of  the  National  Council,  in  order  to  state  the  difficul- 
ties they  felt  in  carrying-  on  their  work,  were  g-iven  an  hour 
and  a  half  on  Friday  afternoon,  which  was  not  taken  up  by  any  o( 
the  Nationally  Organized  Societies. 

Miss  Walker,  an  earnest  worker  among-  the  ranks  of  the 
*' Y's  "  in  England,  presided,  and  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  As- 
sociation from  its  beginning,  more  than  forty  years  ago.  She 
spoke  also  of  the  needs  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  in  Victoria  and  wound 
up  with  a  quotation  from  a  little  book  printed  in  London,  England, 
in  1897,  entitled  "  Y.W.C.A.  Sketches."  In  an  essay  on  "Com- 
radship"  the  writer  says  : 

"  There  are  two  opposing  tendencies  at  work  to-day  which 
no  thoughtful  eye  can  miss.  First,  the  growing  intensity  and 
fierceness  of  the  struggle  for  life,  the  stress,  the  rush,  the  cruel 
competition  that  makes  life  a  terrible  thing  for  so  many.  The 
warfare  of  earlv  aires — ^waged  with  wild  beasts  and  wilder  men, 
has  become  a  strife  more  civilized,  but  not  less  cruel,  in  which 
there  is  no  hope  for  the  weak  one  who  stands  alone.  And  while 
in  the  old  days  women  stood  outside  the  warfare,  now  they  are  in 
the  thick  of  the  fight,  and  every  little  clerk  as  she  goes  into  the 
city,  every  business  girl  behind  her  counter,  every  Girton  graduate 
facing  the  world  with  her  tripos  and  degree  has  to  take  her  own 
part  in  the  fight  for  existence.  That  is  one  side  of  the  question— 
a  stimulating  side  to  those  who  are  bright  and  vigorous  and  con- 
scious of  power  ;  a  sombre  side  to  many,  perhaps  most  of  us. 
What  is  the  other?  Surely  it  lies  in  the  new  consciousness  of 
comradship,  of  mutual  dependence  and  obligation,  which  is  color- 
ing so  deeply  the  thought  of  the  world  to-day.  Men  are  learning 
that  the  loss  of  one  cannot  be  another's  gain,  that  we  are  mem- 
bers one  of  another,  and  the  women  are  learning  it  too." 

The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  she  concluded, 
began  very  humbly  in  the  Christ-like  compassion  of  a  few  good 
women  for  the  lonely,  tempted  girls  about  them,  but  it  bore  within 
it  the  seeds  of  an  infinite  expansiveness  and  the  work  has  adapted 
itself  to  successive  generations. 
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A  paper  was  also  presented  by  the   Committee   of  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  in  Victoria  : 

THE    WORK    IN    VICTORIA. 

As  it  is  expected  that  the  Young-  Women's  Christian  Associ- 
ation present  a  paper  dealing-  with  its  work  in  this  city,  the  com- 
mittee is  g"lad  to  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity  of  layings 
before  this  g-rand  assemblag^e  of  Christian  women  workers,  ex- 
perts so  to  speak,  in  their  own  particular  departments,  the  work 
as  it  now  stands  with  its  special  difficulties  and  failures,  hoping 
g-reat  things  from  the  words  of  counsel,  advice  and  encourage- 
ment, which  we  are  sure  to  receive  from  such  a  conference.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  as  well  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  various  phases 
of  Y.  W.  C.  A.  work  in  Victoria,  so  that  all  may  understand  its 
position.  After  an  institution  of  seven  years,  commencing-  as  it 
did  from  a  drawing-room  Bible  class,  where  the  wish  was  stimu- 
lated for  further  work  among  young  women,  we  enlarged  the 
possibilities  of  usefulness  by  renting  two  rooms  on  Government 
Street,  one  as  a  lunch  room,  the  other  for  reading  purposes.  Here 
much  encouragement  was  received  from  girls  who  appreciated  this 
midday  resting  place,  and  various  classes  were  started,  with  a 
growing  membership  and  subscription  list,  which  induced  the 
Executive  to  feel  that  the  time  had  come  to  launch  out  into  larger 
quarters,  where,  with  a  resident  matron, boarders  could  be  received. 
For  this  purpose  a  flat  was  taken  on  Johnson  Street,  where  the 
three  bedrooms  werd  well  filled,  and  efforts  were  earnestly  made 
to  make  this  a  real  home  to  those  who  were  in  the  city  as  stran- 
gers. Here,  however,  it  became  soon  apparent  that  the  location 
of  the  house  was  unsuited  to  the  passing  to  and  fro  of  young 
women,  especially  during  the  evening  hours,  when  of  necessity - 
the  classes,  socials  and  meetings  should  be  taking  place,  indeed 
many  made  this  as  an  excuse  for  non-attendance.  After  much  ear- 
nest and  prayerful  consultation  the  committee  decided  to  rent  the 
okl  Protestant  Orphanage  on  Rae  street,  pleasantly  situated  within 
a  lew  minutes  of  the  business  centres,  in  manv  respects  most  suit- 
able for  the  needs  of  the  Association.  There  the  work  has  been 
carried  on  with  varying  success.  Invitations,  letters,  personal 
visits  have  been  made  to  girls,  but  we  feel  very'  keenly  that  the 
work  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  as  our  empty  house  clearlv  proves. 
Our  General  Secretary,  who  is  most  anxious  to  help  and  sympa- 
thize with  young  women,  tells  us  our  terms  are  too  high — $15  per 
month.  To  meet  this  need  the  Committee  has  made  a  reduction, 
by  which  two  can  share  a  room  at  $10  ;  and  yet  this  fails  to  meet 
the  desired  end.  There  seems  to  be  a  prevalent  feeling  that  living 
in  a  y.  \\  .  C.  A.  means  many  restrictions,  less  liberty,  and  a  par- 
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taking  of  public  charity,  if  we  may  so  term  it.  How  can  we  over- 
come tliese  erroneous  ideas,  for  there  are  so  many  we  know  of  in 
our  city  who  really  need  such  a  home  and  who  ought  to  be  there, 
rather  than  rooming  together? 

You  may  say — have  we  any  attractions  to  offer?  We  would 
state  two  great  aids  to  happiness — a  good  piano,  generously  given 
to  the  home,  and  an  up-to-date  library,  established  through  the 
perseverance  and  kindness  of  a  number  of  the  committee  at  the 
nominal  fee  of  25  cents  per  annum.  The  number  of  the  girls  who 
avail  themselves  of  the  rest  and  quiet  of  the  luncheon  hour  steaclilv 
increases,  but  we  have  signally  failed  in  reaching  them  in  any 
higher  way. 

We  close  the  present  month  with  a  serious  deficit,  as  our 
home  up  to  the  present  week  has  been  practically  empty,  the  run- 
ning expenses  consequently  much  exceeding  the  receipts.  Many 
would  see  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  closed  with  deep  regret,  for  good  has 
been  done  through  its  agency.  If  the  boarding  house  feature  of 
this  Association  is  abandoned  we  trust  that  the  work  will  still  be 
carried  on  in  other  vvays,  so  that  young  women  passing  through 
the  city  and  those  remaining  may  a^lways  know  where  and  to 
whom  they  can  apply  for  advice  as  to  a  suitable  home,  or  in  any 
other  matter  on  which  they  may  desire  information.  Now  that  the 
number  of  visitors  and  residents  in  Victoria  is  increasing,  can 
we  as  Christian  women  allow  this  branch  of  work  to  wither  and 
die,  when  in  other  cities  in  the  Dominion,  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  is  the 
general  goal  for  which  all  female  travellers  make  on  reaching  their 
destination,    sure   of  finding  respectable,  moderate,  quiet  housing? 

The  next  few  days  must  decide  whether  the  Y.  W.C.A.  must 
be  closed,  or  whether  it  will  take  on  a  new  life.  We  feel  the 
seriousness  of  this  position,  as  we  often  hear  it  asked  in  all 
earnestness  if  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  is  answering  its  aims.  Why  does 
it  not  answer  its  great  purpose  ?  How  can  we  make  it  do  so  ? 
VVe,  as  a  Committee,  are  earnestly  trusting  that  the  many  work- 
ers in  this  branch  of  women's  work  may  be  able  to  answer  these 
questions  in  such  a  way  as  to  dispel  all  doubts  of  future  success." 

It  is  hoped  that  there  may  be  some  result  from  the  appeals 
made  during  this  meeting. 


TEACHERS'  CONFERENCE. 

A  short  account  of  the  meeting  held  by  the  Teachers  on  the 
afternoon  of  Monday,  July  23rd  is  appended. 

The  Teachers'  Conference  was  opened  with  Miss  A.  D. 
Cameron  in  the  chair.  Representatives  from  all  the  Provinces  and 
the  Northwest  were  in  attendance.      Three  subjects  were  appointed 
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for  discussion — (i)  The  question  of  the  advisability  of  salaries 
being  apportioned  and  regulated  by  Government,  rather  than  by 
local  boards  ;  (2)  Whether  provincial  certificates  should  be  valid 
throughout  the  Dominion  ;  (3)  Provision  for  superannuated 
teachers. 

The  first  question  brought  out  much  discussion  over  the 
differences  in  apportionment  of  salaries  between  British  Columbia 
and  the  older  Provinces.  The  larger  amounts  paid  here  were  ac- 
counted for  by  the  difference  in  expenses,  board,  etc.  Two  points 
in  the  school  system  especially  commended  themselves  to  the 
Eastern  teachers,  namely,  that  positions  and  salaries  should  be 
awarded  irrespective  of  sex,  and  only  on  a  basis  of  merit. 

The  second  question  caused  much  animated  discussion,  and 
ended  in  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  standard  of  teachers' 
requirements  should  be  made  uniform  before  certificates  of  qualifi- 
cation become  valid  throughout  the  Dominion,  which  was  moved 
by  Miss  Scovil  and  seconded  by  Miss  Dixon. 

When  the  point  of  provision  for  superannuated  teachers  came 
up,  Miss  Keast  suggested  the  raising  of  a  fund.  Miss  Harrington 
gave  a  short  sketch  of  a  scheme  which  is  being  planned  at  present 
in  Toronto,  and  undertook  to  send  fuller  information. 

The  last  and  most  important  fruit  of  the  discussion  was  the 
formation  of  a  National  Standing  Committee  of  Teachers,  rep- 
resentatives of  the  seven  Provinces  and  the  Northwest  Territories. 
The  officers  appointed  are  as  follows  :  President — Miss  A.  D. 
Cameron,  Victoria.  Secretary — Miss  L.  C.  Harrington,  Toronto. 
Representatives — British  Columbia,  Miss  Speers,  Victoria  ;  Mani- 
toba, Miss  Murray,  Brandon  ;  Northwest  Territories,  Miss  Kyle, 
Indian  Head  ;  Ontario,  Miss  Meikle,  Hamilton  ;  Quebec,  Miss 
Angus,  Montreal  ;  New  Brunswick,  Mrs.  McDonald,  Fredericton  ; 
Nova  Scotia,  Mrs.  Eraser,  Halifax  ;  Prince  Edward  Island,  Mrs. 
Gardiner,    Charlottetown. 

It  is  intended  that  this  Association  should  affiliate  with  the 
Women's  Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  wider  views  and  kindlier 
feelings  will  prevail  throughout  the  Dominion  by  its  means. 
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APPENDIX    D. 

PRESIDENT'S   MEMORANDUM 

CONCERNING  THE  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 

NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN  OF  CANADA, 

HELD  AT   VICTORIA.  B.C., 

ALSO    THE    MEETINGS    HELD    EN    ROUTE.— JULY    TO 

AUGUST,    1900. 


In  preparing-  a  memorandum  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Meetinij 
of  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada,  held  last  July  in 
Victoria,  it  seems  to  me  better  to  dwell  on  the  series  of  Meetings 
with  Local  Councils  e7i  route,  than  on  the  meetings  in  Victoria, 
which  will  be  fully  given  in  the  Verbatim  Report. 

The  more  so,  as  it  is  hoped  that  the  Verbatim  Report  will 
soon  be  ready  for  distribution,  and  no  summary  should  take  the 
place  of  it,  or  lessen  the  interest  in  its  perusal.  I  will  therefore 
confine  myself  to  generalities,  and  the  meetings  with  Local 
Councils  of  which  there  will  be  no  other  record  in  the  Report. 

Delegates  from  the  far  East  came  by  Toronto  and  joined  those 
from  London,  Hamilton  and  Toronto,  to  take  the  delightful  and 
popular  lake  trip  by  C.  P.  R.  boat  to  Port  Arthur,  where  we  were 
met  by  Mrs.  Gibbs  and  a  number  of  the  West  Algoma  Council, 
and  joined  by  Miss  Wilson,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  other 
delegates  from  the  East.  Those  who  know  Mrs.  Gibbs  will  have 
an  idea  of  the  warmth  of  welcome  given  us  by  her  Council. 

Reaching  Port  Arthur  at  lo  a.m.,  we  were  allowed  to  rest  in 
the  beautiful  hotel  and  enjoy  the  grand  scenery  till  luncheon  hour 
arrived,  when  we  were  entertained  by  the  Local  Council.  At 
2.30  an  informal  meeting  of  Council  was  held  in  the  drawing 
room  of  the  hotel,  and  an  address  given  by  Mrs.  Gibbs, 
then  one  of  welcome  by  Mrs.  Smellie,  which  was  responded  to. 
Afterwards  Mrs.  Cummings  and  Miss  FitzGibbon  spoke,  and  greet- 
ings from  Charlottetown  were  given  by  Mrs.  Gardiner.  This  was 
a  large  and  delightful  meeting,  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  the 
visiting  members. 
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At  four  o'clock  we  were  put  in  possession  of  the  two  cars 
which  had  been  chartered  to  take  us  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  To 
divide  a  party  of  fifty  ladies  between  two  cars,  and  satisfy  every 
one  with  the  accommodation  available  (upper  or  lower  berths) 
may  seem  at  first  gflance  a  difficult  task,  but  it  was  accomplished 
amicably,  each  one  rememberings  that  she  belonged  to  a  society 
that  owed  allegiance  to  the  "Golden  Rule".  All  too  soon  fare- 
well had  to  be  said,  first  at  Port  Arthur  and  then  at  Fort  William, 
where  we  had  been  accompanied  by  many  ladies  of  the  Local 
Council,  and  we  were  on  our  way  to  Winnipeg",  the  next  stopping 
place,  which  was  reached  at  six  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning. 
Here  all  enjoyed  a  day  ot  quiet  rest  ;  some  went  to  friends,  some 
were  billeted,  and  some  preferred  to  remain  in  the  car. 

On  Monday  morning-  the  party  divided,  one  car  going  on  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  Cummings  to  Regina  to  meet  the  Council  there, 
and  one  car  remaining. 

The  welcome  to  Winnipeg  was  equally  warm  with  the  one  at 
West  Algoma,  and  as  more  time  was  to  be  spent  in  Winnipeg, 
more  elaborate  preparations  were  made  for  our  entertainment.  A 
garden  party  at  Government  House  was  given  by  the  Local 
Council  and  largely  attended  by  members  of  all  Affiliated  Societies. 
Winnipeg  is  a  centre  in  which  one  meets  with  people  Irom  every 
quarter,  and  every  delegate  met  with  some  friend,  and  some  with 
a  great  many.  The  arrangements  were  perfect  and  all  felt  that 
this  had  been  an  hq^r  to  be  long  remembered. 

In  the  evening  a  Public  Meeting  was  held  in  Manitoba 
College,  with  Mrs.  Bryce,  President  of  the  Local  Council,  in  the 
chair.  After  a  delightful  little  address  of  welcome  had  been 
given,  and  responded  to.  Miss  Wilson  gave  a  clear  and  helpful 
account  of  the  work  of  the  Council,  which  was  much  appreciated. 
Miss  Murray  brought  greetings  from  St.  John,  and  was  followed 
by  Miss  FitzGibbon  who  held  her  audience  for  half  an  hour,  with 
a  delightful  and  eloquent  talk  on  Canadian  History  and  Patriot- 
ism, and  what  the  women  of  Canada  could  do  for  both.  Rev. 
Professor  Bryce  and  Rev.  C.  W.  Gordon  spoke  appreciatively  of  the 
work  of  the  Council,  and  with  votes  of  thanks  a  large  and 
successful  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 

On  Tuesday  morning  by  seven  we  were  speeding  westward 
to  Brandon,  which  was  reached  before  eleven.  Here  also  the 
ladies  of  the  Local  Council  were  waiting  to  receive  us  with  heart- 
iest greetings,  the  presence  and  beaming  face  of  the  President 
giving  at  once  a   "Council    atmosphere"    to   all    the    proceedings. 
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A  delig-htful  luncheon  was  given  the  delegates  by  Mrs.  Cumberland 
(wife  of  the  County  Judge)  and  Mrs.  Harcourt  in  the  pretty  home 
of  the  latter. 

In  the  afternoon  a  drive  to  the  Dominion  Government  Experi- 
mental Farm  and  other  points  of  interest,  and  dinner  at  the  hotel 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McEwen  as  host  and  hostess,  brought  the 
social  functions  to  a  close,  and  eight  o'clock  found  us  assembled  in 
the  Town  Hall  for  a  public  Council  Meeting.  Here,  as  in  Winnipeg, 
there  was  a  good  attendance  of  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The 
President,  Mrs.  McEwen,  took  the  chair  and  welcomed  the  visitors, 
speaking  also  on  some  of  the  aims  of  the  Council.  As  request 
had  been  made  that  the  speakers  should  dwell  particularly  on  the 
organization  and  achievements  of  the  Council,  I  spoke  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  united  action,  and  Miss  Wilson  gave  a 
sketch  of  the  Council  work,  and  also  of  the  International  Council 
and  Congress  of  Women,  held  in  London  in  1899.  Miss  Murray, 
of  St.  John,  gave  instances  of  the  good  resulting  to  societies  from, 
affiliation  with  the  Council  which  had  come  under  her  own  notice, 
and  encouraged  all  interested  in  Council  work  to  perseverance. 
Miss  FitzGibbon  also  spoke  on  her  own  special  line,  and  was 
listened  to  with  great  attention,  the  hearty  applause  testifying  to 
the  responsive  chord  which  had  been  struck  in  the  hearts  of  her 
hearers.  She  has  been  sowing  seed  wherever  we  have  gone,  which 
must  yet  bear  fruit  in  an  increase  of  loyalty  and  pride  in  our 
country  and  its  history.  Miss  Scovil,  of  St.  John,  Mrs.  James, 
Shirriff  and  Mrs.  McDiarmid,  of  Brandon,  spoke  briefly,  and  Mr. 
A.  D.  Rankin,  also  of  Brandon,  spoke  in  very  flattering  terms  of 
the  work  being  done  by  the  National  Council,  and  wished  them 
"  God  speed  ".  The  meeting  was  closed  with  the  National  Anthem 
in  which  all  joined. 

On  Wednesday  at  eleven  we  were  again  on  our  way  to  the 
coast,  the  party  being  enlarged  and  enriched  by  the  addition  of  the 
Vice-President  for  Manitoba,  Mrs.  McEwen,  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Murray,  of  Brandon,  having  preceded  us  to  Victoria  by  several 
days. 

One  car  of  delegates  and  members  stopped  at  Regina,  where 
a  very  successful  meeting  was  held  in  the  school-room  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  was 
in  the  chair,  Madame  Forget  and  the  members  of  the  Local 
Council  were  present,  and  Mrs.  Willoughby  Cummings  addressed 
the  meeting,  giving  a  history  of  the  Council  from  the  beginning. 
Mrs.  Grant  gave  greetings  from  Toronto,  Mrs.  Gardiner  from 
Charlottetown,  Miss  Johnstone  from  St.  John  and  Miss  Priddis  from 
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London,  each  sa^'ing-  a  few  words  about  the  work  of  their  respec- 
tive Councils.  The  next  day  the  party  lunched  at  Government 
House  and  were  afterwards  driven  by  some  members  of  the  North 
West  Mounted  Police  to  see  the  Barracks  and  the  Indian  In- 
dustrial School. 

The  two  cars    met   again    at    Banff  and    finished   the  journey 
together. 

An  invitation  from  Lady  Aberdeen  to  visit  Vernon  and  the 
Coldstream  Ranch  had  been  accepted,  and  Friday  was  happily 
spent  in  this  beautiful  region.  The  cars  stood  through  the  night 
;it  Sicamous  Junction,  and  were  attached  in  the  morning  to  the 
V^ernon  train.  At  Vernon  the  party  were  met  by  Mr.  Ricardo, 
Lord  Aberdeen's  manager,  and  a  number  of  the  ladies  of  the 
Vernon  Local  Council.  A  visit  was  paid  to  the  Vernon  Jubilee 
Hospital,  which  owes  so  much  to  Lady  Aberdeen  and  the  Local 
Council.  Great  pleasure  was  expressed  by  the  visitors  in  seeing 
the  admirable  appointments  of  the  hospital  and  the  efficient 
management  of  the  Victorian  Order  Nurses.  After  a  delightful 
luncheon,  provided  by  Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen,  the  party  were 
driven  to  the  Ranch,  where  scenery,  orchards  and  hop  g-arden 
called  forth  expressions  of  surprise  and  admiration.  Again  we 
were  the  recipients  of  our  Advisory  President's  lavish  hospitality, 
which  left  nothing  to  be  desired  but  her  own  presence.  The 
want  of  this  presence  was  so  keenly  felt  by  all  that  expression  had 
to  be  given  in  the  following  cablegram  : — "  Heartiest  g^reeting-s 
and  warmest  thanks  for  delightful  day.  (Signed)  Council  members." 
Early  in  the  next  week  an  answer  was  returned  by  her,  which 
was  read  to  the  Council  and  was  much  appreciated.  At  five  o'clock' 
the  last  look  was  taken  at  the  lovely  Okanagan  Valley,  and  the 
party  were  once  more  on  their  wav  to  the  coast. 

On  reaching  Vancouver  we  were  surprised  to  find  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  on  the  platform  to  greet  us  and  sa_v  how  sorry  he  was 
that  Vancouver  was  not  to  have  one  of  our  wayside  calls,  and  also 
to  give  us  an  invitation  to  remain  as  we  returned.  The  ladies  of 
the  Council  were  there  in  large  numbers,  with  hearty  hand- 
clasps, beaming  faces  and  beautiful  flowers.  We  were  also  joined 
by  the  ladies  from  New  W^estminster  and  Vancouver,  who,  with 
previous  accessions  by  the  way  increased  the  party  to  about 
eig-hty. 

Here  we  were  met  by  two  ladies  from  the  Victoria  Local  Coun- 
cil, Mrs.  Gordon  Grant  and  Miss  Lawson,  who,  with  Miss  Wilson's 
aid,  during  the  passage  placed  the  delegates  not    already  arranged 
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for,  and  g-ave  to  all  the  addresses  of  their  hostesses  and  directions 
about  lug-gag"e,  etc.  This  saved  much  confusion  on  landing-,  as 
deleg-ates  were  at  once  introduced  to  the  kind  friends  waiting-  for 
them,  and  then  taken  to  their  homes.  Ere  we  could  leave  the 
boat,  however,  the  Mayor  of  Victoria,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Hay- 
ward,  came  on  board  and  in  a  happy  little  speech,  in  the  name  of 
the  city,  welcomed  us.  Here  in  the  beautiful  city  of  Victoria  we 
received  a  most  royal  welcome. 

The  arrang-ements  for  the  meeting's  were  perfect — the  place 
convenient  and  ample  in  accommodation,  the  decorations  charming-, 
and  the  able  manag-ement  of  every  detail  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
To  describe  all  the  arrang-ements  and  social  functions  in  detail 
would  fill  a  g-ood  sized  volume.  I  can  only  touch  on  leading-  points 
and  leave  the  filling-  in  to  imag-ination,  but  I  cannot  sufficiently 
thank  our  friends  in  Victoria  for  all  their  labours  on  our  behalf. 
To  the  Bishop  of  Columbia  and  his  sister.  Miss  Perrin,  and  to 
the  Local  Council  under  Miss  Perrin's  leadership,  our  most  heart- 
felt thanks  have  been  tendered.  To  the  ladies  of  the  different 
churches  we  were  indebted  for  providing  most  bountiful  luncheons 
in  one  of  the  lecture  rooms  of  the  church,  where  the  meetings 
were  held,  thus  saving  the  time  and  adding  to  the  comfort  of  the 
delegates.  One  day  it  was  the  ladies  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches 
who  entertained  us,  next  the  ladies  of  the  Episcopal  and  Roman 
Catholic  Churches,  and  the  third  day  the  ladies  of  the  Methodist 
Churches,  while  on  Monday,  the  closing  day,  lunch  was  provided 
for  the  Executive  Committee  by  the  ladies  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  Bishop  and  Miss  Perrin  gave  an  evening  reception  on  the 
first  Monday  to  welcome  the  delegates,  and  a  large  garden  party 
the  following  Monday  to  say  farewell.  During  the  week  we  had 
the  honour  of  an  invitation  to  tea  with  the  Lieut. -Governor,  Sir 
Henri  Joly,  of  which  all  gladly  availed  themselves.  A  garden 
party  at  Mrs.  Dunsmuirs  on  Thursday, with  a  delightful  sail  up  the 
Gorge,  made  a  welcome  break  in  the  week's  work,  while  another 
garden  party  at  Mrs.  Croft's  on  Saturday  afternoon  was  a  pleasant 
close  to  the  arduous  labours  of  the  week.  We  acknowledged  and 
returned  grateful  thanks  for  many  instances  of  public  recognition 
and  kindness  shown  the  Council,  but  the  warmth  of  welcome  and 
open  hearted  hospitality  of  Victoria  must  always  remain  a  fra- 
grant memory  to  the  visitors. 

Very  briefly  I  must  touch  upon  several  matters  that  came 
before  us.  First  as  to  finance.  As  the  Treasurer's  statement  liad 
not  been   audited,  owing   to   the   absence   of  the   Auditor,    it   was 
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referred  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  consideration,  and 
will  be  taken  up  at  the  first  meeting-  of  that  Committee  to  be  held 
in  October  in  Toronto.  In  comparing  the  finances  of  the  past 
with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
past  year  was  one  of  only  nine  months,  while  the  preceding  one 
covered  a  period  of  seventeen  months,  and  sums  were  included  in 
the  financial  statement  for  1898  which  properly  belonged  to  the 
statement  for  1S99.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  having  a  fixed 
date  when  the  financial  year  shall  close.  It  seems  inadvisable  to 
set  any  exact  time  for  the  holding  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  as  the 
place  of  meeting  must  in  some  degree  determine  the  time  most 
suitable,  but  this  need  not  prevent  the  closing  of  the  financial  year, 
may  I  say,  on  the  first  of  May,  and  then  Local  Councils  and 
Federated  Societies  would  know  that  returns  must  always  be  made 
before  that  date.  During  the  discussion  on  finance,  a  request 
was  made  that  I  should  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Edward 
Griffin,  of  Ottawa,  was  Treasurer  of  the  Guarantee  Fund,  which  is 
quite  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Council  Aid  Fund,  having 
been  raised  by  Lady  Aberdeen  to  cover  two  items  of  expenditure, 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  and  the  rent  of  the  office.  This  fund  is 
only  provided  for  three  years,  it  being  hoped  that  by  that  time  the 
Council  may  be  able  to  meet  all  necessary  expenditure. 

Fifteen  names  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  Life  Members 
by  Local  Councils  under  the  privilege  given  them  of  naming  a  Life 
Member  for  every  $25  paid  into  the  Council  Funds.  In  addition  to 
these  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  Mrs.Robson,  of  Victoria,  as 
a  Life  Member  at  her  own  request,  and  the  Lieut. -Governor,  Sir 
Henri  Joly,  as  an  Annual  Patron,  also  Miss  Ross,  of  Toronto,  as  an 
Annual  Patron.  « 

Thirteen  designs  for  Life  Membership  certificates  were  sub- 
mitted, and  after  prolonged  examination  and  discussion,  a  ballot 
was  taken  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  two  designs  by  A.  H. 
Howard,  of  Toronto,  one  for  the  use  of  the  National  Council  and 
one  for  Local  Councils.  It  was  also  decided  that  the  Publication 
Committee  should  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  their  re- 
production and  that  Local  Councils  be  required  to  pay  the  cost  of 
the  Local  Certificates  used  by  them. 

The  resolutions  on  the  Agenda  making  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  were  carried  ;  the  first,  which  made  Lady  Aberdeen 
Advisory  President  of  the  National  Council  for  life,  by  a  very 
enthusiastic  standing  vote,  and  the  second,  providing  that  con- 
veners of  Standing  Committees  be  ex-officio  members  of  Executive, 
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unanimously.  It  has  for  some  time  been  felt  to  be  desirable  that 
the  Standing-  Committees  of  the  Council  should  be  in  closer  touch 
with  the  Executive,  in  order  that  each  branch  of  Council  work 
may  receive  its  due  share  of  attention. 

The  "Amendments  to  Standing-  Orders"  were  carried,  and  a 
Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  report  to  the  first  Executive 
Meeting  the  proposed  changes. 

The  resolution  on  "The  Insane  in  Prisons,"  with  amendments, 
was  carried.  This  called  forth  an  interesting  discussion  which  I 
trust  will  be  carefully  read,  that  Local  Councils  m«y  know  the 
views  of  the  National  Council  on  the  matter,  and  consider  in  what 
way  they  can  best  advance  these  views. 

The  resolution  as  to  "  Public  Libraries"  evoked  a  lively  dis- 
cussion and  was  carried  in  the  following  words.  "That  the 
National  Council  recommend  Local  Councils  to  work  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Public  Libraries  and  their  establishment  in  places 
where  they  do  not  already  exist." 

It  would  make  this  memorandum  too  long  to  attempt  to 
summarize  the  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees,  but  as  they 
were  most  interesting  and  represent  in  large  measure  the  work  of 
the  Council  during-  thepast  year,  I  commend  them  to  your  careful 
perusal.      They  will  all  be  found  at  length  in  the  Verbatim  Report. 

The  day  spent  on  Educational  topics  was  one  of  most  general 
interest.  The  papers  read  were  much  appreciated,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  lively  discussion  of  the  points  raised,  a  large  number  of 
the  delegates  taking-  part. 

The  session  spent  on  "The  formation  and  maintenance  of 
Local  Councils ",  was  felt  to  be  a  most  helpful  one.  An  able 
paper  prepared  by  Mrs.  Tilton,  of  Ottawa,  was  read  by  Miss 
Crease  of  Victoria,  and  another  by  Miss  Wilson,  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  was  followed  by  a  very  animated  discussion. 
Many  questions  were  asked,  and  valuable  suggestions  made,  the 
conclusion  of  the  matter  being,  that  the  National  Council  was 
asked  bv  the  Victoria  Council  to  hold  a  public  evening  meeting  to 
set  forth  the  work  of  the  National  Council,  its  aims  and  its  objects. 
This  request  was  acceded  to,  and  a  meeting  called  for  the  evening- 
of  Monday,  the  closing-  day. 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  Recording  Secretary  that  the 
amendment  to  the  Criminal    Code,    prepared    by   the   Minister   of 
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Justice,  raising"  the  "  Ag"e  of  Consent"  had  at  leng-th  become  law  ; 
also  the  amendment  to  the  Vagrancy  Act,  providing-  that  no  person 
can  be  committed  to  prison  for  poverty.  This  announcement 
elicited  hearty  applause.  The  Council  has  for  so  long  been  striv- 
iner  after  these  reforms  in  the  law  that  the  consummation  was  felt 
to  be  cause  for  profound  thankfulness. 

The  Treasurer  having-  called  attention  to  the  small  amount 
received  in  the  past  year  in  payment  for  Verbatim  Reports,  it  was 
decided,  after  discussion,  to  leave  the  price  at  50  cents  for  another 
year,  and  make  more  effort  to  collect  the  money  for  reports  sent 
out,  as  in  many  cases  full  returns  had  not  been  made.  It  was  also 
decided  to  make  some  chang-es  in  the  Hand-Book  for  free  distribu- 
tion by  leaving-  out  of  it  all  such  information  as  would  require  to 
be  chang^ed  annually,  so  that  in  future  the  lists  of  Councils, 
Officers,  etc.,  will  only  be  found  in  the  Verbatim  Report.  It  is 
hoped  in  this  way  to  lessen  the  expense  of  the  Hand-Book,  as  we 
can  thus  have  a  larg-e  number  printed  at  once.  The  question  of 
these  printed  reports  is  one  of  g-reat  moment,  as  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  bring-  down  the  expenditure  for  printing-  to  the 
lowest  sum  possible  with  efficiency  ;  and  we  may  have  to  change 
our  methods  ag-ain  and  ag-ain  until  a  satisfactory  plan  be  found. 

The  reports  of  Vice-Presidents  called  forth  some  discussion, 
and  it  was  decided  that  further  instruction  be  g-iven  on  the  matter, 
which  will  be  done  after  the  Executive  meeting-. 

The  election  of  officers  was  by  acclamation,  as  there  was  only 
one  nomination  for  each  office,  the  second  nomination  for  President 
having-  been  withdrawn  or  declined,  when  it  was  known  that  I  had 
consented  to  allow  my  name  to  stand  for  another  year.  I  thank 
the  Council  very  sincerely  for  their  cordial  support  during-  the  past 
year,  and  for  their  kind  forbearance,  and  trust  that  my  consent  to 
remain  in  office  for  another  year  may  not  prove  a  loss  to  them. 
With  tiie  kind  approval  of  Lady  Aberdeen,  I  am  going  to 
ask  that  the  Secretary  be  allowed  to  reside  in  Toronto  for  the 
coming  year,  as  only  in  this  way  can  the  labour  and  responsi- 
bility be  lessened  for  me.  I  am  also  to  take  advantage  of  the 
provision  already  made  in  the  Constitution,  to  share  my  duties  and 
responsibilities  with  the  Provincial  Vice-Presidents,  whom  I  am 
sure  I  can  rely  upon  to  do  what  lies  in  their  power  to  further  our 
interest-;. 

A  matter  which  came  before  the  Executive  and  the  Council 
was  an  organ  for  the  Council.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  we 
should    have    some    recognized    medium    of    communication    and 
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publication.  The  time  may  not  have  arrived  yet  when  we  can 
maintain  a  paper  ot  our  own,  but  we  must  keep  it  in  view  as 
something;  to  be  attained  to.  This  also  was  left  for  further  con- 
sideration with  the  Publication  Committee. 

On  Wednesday  forenoon  the  Council  was  waited  upon  by 
Mrs.  Pooley  and  Mrs.  Gillespie,  a  deputation  of  ladies  interested 
in  obtaining-  a  weekly  half  holiday  for  young  persons  employed  in 
the  retail  dry  goods  shops.  After  they  had  stated  their  case,  a 
very  spirited  discussion  followed,  and  much  information  was  given  ' 
by  the  Recording  Secretary  and  others,  as  to  the  laws  in  force  in 
the  East  and  the  privileges  accorded,  and  it  was  decided  to  meet 
with  the  \'^ictoria  ladies  on  Saturday  morning,  when  there  would 
be  no  Council  meeting,  for  a  fuller  consideration  of  the  matter. 
Before  Saturday  came,  however,  the  newspapers  announced  that 
two  of  the  leading  dry  goods  houses  had  determined  to  grant  the 
desired  half  holiday,  during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  This 
speedy  result  from  the  appeal  to  th'e  Council  was  very  encourag- 
ing, showing,  as  it  did,  a  regard,  at  least,  for  the  opinions  which 
had  been  expressed  upon  receiving  the  deputation,  and  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Saturday  it  was  resolved  to  make  an  organized  effort  to 
secure  like  privileges  from  other  emplo3'ers. 

A  great  pleasure  came  to  the  Council  on  Friday  morning,  on 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Lady  Aberdeen  :  a  letter  which  brought 
her  very  near  to  us,  though  indeed  throughout  the  whole  meeting 
she  was  ever  present  in  influence  and  reference.  Yet  tho  kindly, 
loving  words,  fresh  from  her  pen,  gave  an  assurance  of  her  con- 
tinued sympathy  and  abiding  interest  in  us  and  in  ou"  work, 
which  touched  all  hearts  to  the  quick  and  gave  fresh  courage  and 
hope  for  the  future.  Miss  Perrin,  Mrs.  McEwen  and  Mrs.  Gardiner 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  reply. 

I  have  made  no  reference  to  the  public  evening  meetings 
which  were  interesting  and  well  attended,  but  feel  that  some 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  closing  one,  held  on  Monday,  30th 
July,  which  does  not  appear  on  the  Agenda.  A  large  metting  as- 
sembled, and  much  interest  was  evinced,  which  was  encouraging, 
showing  as  it  did,  how  strong  was  the  hold  the  Council  had 
on  Victoria.  Indeed  the  interest  in  our  meetings  maintaiiied  and 
increasing  to  the  close  through  the  whole  series,  was  an  outstand- 
ing feature,  and  demonstrated  as  nothing  else  could  hav2  done, 
the  esteem   in    which   we  were  held  for  our  work's  sake. 

The  sad  news  of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  having 
reached  Victoria  on  Tuesday  morning,  a  meeting  of  Execut  ve  was 
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called  at  Bishopsclose,   and   the  following'  resolution  of  S3'"mpathy 
and  condolence  with  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  was  drawn  up  : — 

Resolved: — "That  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada, 
holding  their  Annual  Session  in  Victoria,  B.  C,  do  humbly  offer  to 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen  an  expression  of  their 
sincere  sympathy  and  condolence  on  the  death  of  her  son  H.  R.  H. 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  and  of  Saxe  Coburg  Gotha.  They  pray 
that  Almighty  God  may  sustain  Her  Majesty  and  the  Members  of 
the  Royal  Family  in  their  sudden  bereavement." 

It  was  agreed  to  ask  her  Excellency  the  Countess  of  Minto, 
the  Honorary  President,  to  forward  the  resolution,  which  she  was 
g-raciously  pleased  to  do.  A  reply  has  just  reached  me  through 
Her  Excellency,  which  I  insert,  as  it  will  be  of  interest  to  all 
members  of  Council. 

OSBORNE,  AUGUST  25TH,  1900. 
Dear  Ladv  Minto: — The  Queen  desires  me  to  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to 
convey  to  the  National  Council  of  Women  of  Canada,  her  sincere  thanks  for  the 
kind  expression  of  sympathy  and  condolence  contained  in  the  resolution  passed 
at  their  Annual  Session  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  forwarded  by  you  to 
Her  Majesty. 

Yours  very  tru5y. 

(Signed)    ARTHUR  BIGGE. 
To  Her  ExceUeiicj',  The  Coiiniess  of  Mnito, 

Hon.  President  National  Council  of  IVomen  of  Canada. 

When  forwarding  this  letter.  Her  Excellency  said  she  had  also 
heard  privately  from  Princess  Beatrice  that  the  Queen  was  much 
gratified  to  receive  the  message  oi  condolence. 

This  memorandum,  I  fear,  is  growing-  quite  too  long  and  I 
must  ha.-- ten  on.  In  response  to  invitations  received  from  Van- 
couver ;'nd  New  Westminster,  a  party  of  twenty  or  more,  left 
Victoria  on  Thursday  morning-,  2nd  August,  at  7  o'clock.  Arriv- 
ing at  Vancouver,  we  were  met  on  the  dock  by  Alderman 
McQueen  (representing  the  Mayor,  who  was  absent  in  Victoria 
attendin.^  the  meeting-  of  the  Legislature),  a  number  of  clergymen 
and  leacring-  citizens,  with  the  ladies  of  the  Local  Council.  Lunch- 
eon was  provided  by  the  City  Council  in  a  hall  beautifully  decorat- 
ed for  the  occasion  with  flags  and  flowers.  Alderman  McQueen 
presiding.  Words  of  welcome  having  been  spoken  and  replied  to, 
we  were  informed  that  "time  was  up",  we  must  take  the  electric 
tram  foi  New  Westminster,  which  we  did  at  2  o'clock.  There 
again  we  met  a  cordial  welcome,  the  Mayor  and  citizens  of  New 
Westm  nster  and  the  Council  ladies  meeting  us  with  smiles,  hand- 
clasps, and  beautiful  flowers.  This  is  truly  the  land  of  flowers, 
every  where  the  greatest  profusion.  Three  hours  were  delight- 
fully ar  d  profitably  spent  in  visiting  the  automatic    can    factory,  a 
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large  saw  mill,  a  salmon  cannery,  and  a  large  new  freezing  and 
cold  storage  establishment.  Then  a  drive  to  see  the  views  and 
points  of  interest  in  this  very  interesting  city.  Afterwards,  dinner 
at  the  hotel,  presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  the  ladies  of  the  toca! 
Council  with  us,  all  guests  of  the  city.  We  returned  to  Vancouver 
after  half  past  eight,  but  the  day  was  not  yet  done.  A  public 
meeting  had  been  called  for  9  o'clock,  to  set  forth  the  work  of 
the  National  Council,  and  a  crowded  house,  in  which  were  a  large 
number  of  gentlemen,  greeted  us.  Mrs.  McLagan,  President  of 
the  Local  Council,  took  the  chair,  and  gracefully  welcomed  the 
delegates,  afterwards  introducing  the  speakers  for  the  evening.  It 
was  again  mv  priv'ilege  to  return  thanks  for  the  delegates.  Mrs. 
Cummings  gave  a  clear  and  concise  account  of  the  origin  of  the 
Council,  the  work  that  had  been  accomplished  by  it,  and  the 
work  it  was  still  engaged  in.  Miss  Murray  and  Miss  FitzGibbon 
followed  in  characteristic  speeches.  Alderman  McQueen  in  elo- 
quent and  forceful  words  expressed  his  appreciation  of  woman's 
work  and  wished  the  Council  Jill  success.  Ven.  Archdeacon 
Pentreath  and  Rev.  Mr.  McLaren  also  spoke  in  commendation 
of  the  Council,  and  Mrs.  McEwen,  in  moving  thanks  to  our 
entertainers,  vindicated  the  right  of  the  prairie  to  be  considered 
beautiful.  The  National  Anthem  brought  a  very  successful  meet- 
ing to  a  close. 

On  Friday  morning  the  delegates  were  driven  round  Stanley 
Park,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Vancouver  ladies.  Alderman 
McQueen  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  McLaren.  A  number  of  the  delegates 
left  by  train  at  one  o'clock  on  their  homeward  journey. 

The  following  week  Mrs.  Cummings  visited  Nelson  with  me. 
I  had  only  three  hours  between  train  and  boat,  but  they  were 
made  the  best  use  of  by  the  ladies  of  the  Local  Council.  We 
were  their  guests  at  dinner,  and  afterwards  at  a  reception  in  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Beer,  Treasurer  of  the  Local  Council.  Here  we 
met  a  number  of  our  party  who  had  reached  Nelson  before  us, 
and  had  a  delightful  hour  in  making  the  acquaintance  of  our  co- 
workers in  this  new  and  beautiful  mountain  city. 

As  it  had  been  impossible  to  visit  Rat  Portage  on  the  west- 
ward journey,  and  I  was  disappointed  in  my  endeavour  to  do  so  as 
I  returned.  Miss  Wilson  included  it  in  the  places  visited  by  her  on 
her  homeward  way,  and  met  the  Executive  of  the  Local  Council. 
There  had  not  been  sufficient  notice  to  gather  a  meeting  of  Council, 
as  many  were  from  home  for  the  holidays,  but  I  trust  her  meet- 
ing with  the  Executive  has  been  as  profitable  as  it  was  pleasant. 
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This  completes  the  Hst  of  the  Western  Councils — all  ten  of 
them  having'  been  visited  on  this  Western  trip,  and  I  believe  that 
much  good  to  the  Local  Councils,  as  to  the  National  Council,  will 
result.  The  smaller  isolated  Councils  will  feel  more  strongly 
than  before  that  they  are  a  part  of  a  great  organization,  realizing 
that  its  members  are  interested  in  them,  sympathizing  in  their  dif- 
ficulties and  struggles,  and  rejoicing  in  their  successes.  These 
visits  to  the  Local  Councils  have  been  so  large  a  part  of  the  in- 
fluence and  usefulness  of  this  seventh  Annual  Meeting  that  it  was 
felt  a  report  which  made  no  mention  of  them  would  be  very  in- 
complete. 

I  therefore  crave  your  indulgence  for  such  a  lengthened  ac- 
count of  these  meetings,  which  were  not  really  a  part  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  and  had  no  place  on  the  Agenda. 

I  am, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

M.  TAYLOR, 

President  of  the  National  Council  of  Womeji 
of  Cajiada. 
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APPENDIX    E. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  NINE 
MONTHS,  ENDING  JULY,  1900. 

This  Statement  was   prepared  from   the    Treasurer's  Books  by  a  Chartered  Accountant, 
according-  to  the  instructions  of  the  Council,  and  was  accepted  by  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, which  met  at  Toronto  on  October  5th,  1900. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  brought  forward  from  last  Statement $211  55 

Council  Fees,  as  per  Schedule $105  00 

Council  Aid,         "  "        385  00 

"         "     Balance  due  by  Vancouver  Local  Council  for  '98..      39  00 

Annual  Patron,  Mrs.  Tilley 10  00 

Verbatim  Reports  sold,  as  per  Schedule  57  00 

Balance  due  by  Winnipeg  L.  C.  for  1898 2  00 

Badges  sold,  as  per   Schedule 11  00 

Special  Donation  by  Mrs.  Yarker  for  printing 18  00 

Balance  due  Corresponding  Secretary 13  10 

640  10 


$851  65 


DISBURSE7UYENTS. 

Printing: 

Secretary's  Report,  read  at  Hamilton $  8  00 

Agenda  for  Hamilton  Meeting .' 17  00 

Verbatim  Report  and  Handbook $300  00 

Less  Mrs.  Yarker's  gift 18  00 

282  00 

President's  Memorandum 20  70 

Sundry  Printings 21  80 


Expenses — Stenographer : 

Reporting  Meetings  139  25 

Hotel  Bill  30  00 

Stationery,  etc 

Postages: 

Per  Recording  Secretary 

Per  Treasurer 

Per  Corresponding  Secretary 

Sundries  


$349  50 


Telegrams: 

Per  Corresponding  Secretary 
"    Treasurer ... 


169  25 
30  95 

6  25 

5  00 

31  79 

3  14 

46  IS 

5  78 
7  12 

12  90 

Carried  forward $608  78 
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DISBURSEMENTS— CONTINUED. 
Brought  forward $608  78 

Express  charges 7  19 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Cor.  Sec. 

General $59  60 

Less  refund 25  22 

34  38 

Special,  on  account  of  Trip  to  British  Columbia 90  00 


Badges: 

Account  Vaughton  &  Sons 15  78 

Customs'    Duty 3  95 

Ribbon  for  Badges  worn  at  Annual  Meeting 3  08 


124  38 


22  81 


Bell  Telephone  Co. 

Rent  for  6  mos.,  and  commutation  19  25 

Less  repaid  by  Handbook  Committee 12  50 

6  75 

Subs,  to  Int.  Information  Bureau 2  56 

Expenses  of  Hamilton  Meeting: 

Caretaker   City   Hall 5  00 

Elevatorman       "       2  00 

7  00 

Rent  of  Hall  for  Executive  at  Ottawa  2  00 

Sundries: 

Electric  Light  Co 67 

Removing  Furniture  of  Office 4  00 

Shelving  for  Office 2  60 

Photo  group  for  report  1  15 

Newspapers   35 

Exchange  and  Commission 1  46 

10  23 


1791  70- 
Balance  on  hand 59  95 


$851  65 


ADELAIDE  HOODLESS,  Treasurer. 

This  is  a  correct  statement  as  prepared  from  the  Treasurer's  Books  and  Accounts. 

{S^d.)  WILTON    C.    EDDIS, 
1st  Oct.,  1900.  Chartered  Accountant. 


WOMEN     OF    CANADA. 


Ill 


SCHEDULE  SHOWING  DETAILS  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Toronto    Local    Council 

Hamilton 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

London 

Winnipeg 

Quebec 

Kingston 

St.  John 

Halifax 

West  Algoma 

Victoria 

Vancouver 

Regina 

Vernon 

Brandon 

Rat  Portage 

Charlottetown 

Nelson 

N.  Westminster  Local  Council. . 

East  Pictou  County  Local  Counc 

Girls'Friendly  Society 

Dom.  Women's  Enf.  Assn 

The  King's  Daughters 

Victorian  Order  of  Nurses 

Nat.  Home  Reading  Union 

Mrs,  Cummings 

Per  Individuals 


Fees. 


$5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5. 00 
5.00 
5.00 
*00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 


Council  Aid.  Verbatim  Reports.!  Badges 


$50.00 
25.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50-00 
50.00 

25.00 
25.00 
25.00 

25.00 


10.00 


$105.00        $385.00 


$7.00 

3.00 

11.00 

10.00 

6.00 

3.50 

1.00 


3.00 
1.50 
3.00 

5.00 
1.00 


2.00 


$57.00 


3.50 


1.00 


2.50 


4.00 


Total. 


$11.00 


$62.00 

33.00 

66.00 

65.00 

64  50 

58.50 

5.00 

31.00 

30.00 

30.00 

5.00 

29.00 

6.50 

8.00 

5.00 

20.00 

5.00 
6.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.00 
2.00 
4.50 
2.00 
2.00 
4.00 
2.00 


$558.50 


*The  Annual  Fee  of  the  Victoria  Local  Council  was  paid  when  due,  but  the  order  was  lost 
in  transmission,  and  has  been  recovered  since  the  Annual  Meeting  in  July. 

(Sgd.)   A.   HOODLESS.   Treasurer. 
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